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MISSION STATEMENT OF 
THE SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army, an 
international movement, is an 
evangel ical  par t  of  the 
universal Christian Church. Its 
message is based on the Bible. 
Its ministry is motivated by 
love for God. Its mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to meet human 
needs in His name without 
discrimination.

ctober/November is time where most 
s t u d e n t s  s i t  f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l  Oexaminations. The focus is more on 

knowledge. We are living in the age of 
knowledge explosion. Libraries are filled with 
information on any subject the human mind 
can imagine. Even before you know of it, 
someone else already has researched it and 
recorded the results in some publication. As 
believers we need to seek after God’s wisdom 
and acquire knowledge to both better our life 
and guard it from the enemy’s attacks. There 
are many people in this world who choose 
ignorance over knowledge and do not realize 
the danger that is coming their way.

The Word of God says in Hosea 4:6 (NIV) “My 
people are destroyed from lack of knowledge”. 
The devil wants nothing more than for all of 
humanity to continue in their ignorance 
without realizing their error and renewing their 
mind with the Word of God.

Seeking God’s wisdom and knowledge helps 
us spiritually, physically, mentally and 
emotionally. Knowledge helps us to 
understand things.

Wisdom is from God - through wisdom we are 
given solutions to problems. Solomon used 

wisdom to discover the rightful mother of one 
surviving baby ( 1 Kings 3: 16-28).

Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:5, encouraged the 
church to use wisdom in settling disputes 
between brethren, rather than going to the law.

Be encouraged to seek wisdom from God and 
set your heart to receive knowledge.  Proverbs 
3:13-15 declares that “Blessed is the man who 
f inds wisdom, the man who gains  
understanding, for she is more profitable than 
silver and yields better returns than rubies; 
nothing you desire can compare with her” 
(NIV).

May we seek God’s wisdom in this troubled 
time. The world needs men and women of God 
who will be used by Him to seek solutions to a 
dark world. Let us continue to ask God to use us 
to send His message to all.

God bless you
Captain Noluntu Semeno, 
Editor

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding”

(Proverbs 9:10 NIV).
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1-2 Home League Rally
(Northern Division)

16-18 Review TC/TPWM &
Secretary for Personnel
(Western Cape Division)

22-23 Home League Rally
(Central Division)

23 Community Care Ministry
Sunday

NOVEMBER

1-5 Discovery Week (4)
4-5 MASIC
5-6 Men’s Ministry Training

(Northern KZN Division)
12-13 Review CS/TSWM &

Programme 
(Mid KZN Division)

13 Decision Sunday
19-20 120 Heritage Celebration

(Mid, Eastern and Northern KZN
Divisions)

26-27 Men’s Ministry Training 
(Central Division)

Coming Events
Coming Events



n Africa, we understand the 
importance of education. There is, in Ifact, probably no higher priority, as 

many see this as the only chance to 
secure a bright and prosperous future. 
We understand just how critical it is to 
have access to education. With high 
unemployment rates, it is indeed 
absolutely vital to achieve the highest 
possible qualifications if someone wants 
to get the job of their dreams.

Nelson Mandela was right when he said: “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
 
James Irwin, one of the astronauts who stood on the moon, spoke 
about the amazement of seeing the earth from space and watching 
an “earth rise” from the moon. “The Earth reminded us of a 
Christmas tree ornament hanging in the blackness of space. As 
we got farther and farther away it diminished in size. Finally it 
shrank to the size of a marble, the most beautiful marble you 
can imagine. I felt the power of God as I’d never felt it before. It 
is important that man was able to walk on the moon because of 
all the benefits and knowledge that has been gained because of 
this technological feat.”

A critical question is, however, what do we do with the mass of 
knowledge that we have accumulated? Do we really learn from 
past experiences and from the things that we study? How do we 
apply what we learn? In the end, what is the point of 
enlightenment, awareness or understanding if it does not lead to a 
better, more just, more secure, more sustainable world in which to 
live?

This year the earth passed an important milestone. Officially the 
global population has reached 7 billion people. This is a sobering 
statistic when a very significant percentage of that population 
does not have access to the most basic of human rights that many 
of us glibly take for granted.
 
Sadly, the evidence reveals that, despite our knowledge and 
understanding; despite the fact that we often believe that we are 
the most intelligent and best educated generation to walk this 
earth, in fact our intellectual knowledge is not enough. Again it is 
Nelson Mandela who is quoted as saying: “A good head and a 
good heart are always a formidable combination.” As 
Christians, there has to be a practical outworking of our head and 
heart knowledge which must be visible and translated into our 
daily lives. The impact of what we learn from God has to translate 
into our everyday thoughts, words and actions.

We need to apply the wisdom that we gain from knowledge so that 
we can plot the best course for the future. What good is it to know 
a myriad of facts and information if these remain in our heads? 
Sometimes it is said of Christians that they are so heavenly 
minded that they are of no earthly use. Knowledge without 
application is quite simply pointless.

A person with the highest qualifications is absolutely useless if he 
is unable to use that knowledge in a practical way everyday. 
Knowledge is only useful if we know how to apply that which we 
learn. In the spiritual realm, our spiritual experience must be 
validated in the things that we do and in the way in which we live 
our lives.

Jesus, in one of his parables, spoke about the foolish and the wise 
builders. Remember, in his commendation to the wise builder he 
said: “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on 
the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it 
had its foundation on the rock” (Matthew 7 v 24-25)? Jesus is 
quite clear. Knowledge must translate into action.

Knowledge without wisdom and practical application is indeed 
worthless.“Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to 
words of knowledge” (Proverbs 23 v 12).

The journey to wisdom implies a lifelong motivation and 
commitment to be always learning. “Train thou my mind, I 
would be ever learning the better way thy fame to spread” (TSA 
English Songbook:529).
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 the desk  of the
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Knowledge without wisdom and practical
application is worthless

Knowledge without wisdom and practical
application is worthless

TC TalkTC Talk



MANDELA DAYMANDELA DAY

o r  a  
l o n g  
t i m e  F

Salvationists and 
Officers have been 

asking “Why aren’t 
we doing anything on 

Mandela Day”? This 
year, the PR Committee 

took the initiative to go out 
and do something positive in 

an underprivileged community 
- thanks to Captain Piet Semeno 

(PR Secretary).

A combined school in Diepsloot 
was targeted for what should have 

been 67 minutes, but indeed turned 
into a full day’s activities. The Cabinet, 

Cadets, Youth department, Officers and 
staff, descended on Diepsloot School 

and started the day’s activities.

One of the vice-principals gave us a 
briefing for the day in the school library.  

The TC and his entourage went to the 
kitchen where lunch was being prepared by 

the ladies who cook for the school children 
every day.  Captain Faith Hadebe and her 

helpers also helped with the cooking of meal. 
Pots of the mince stew were being prepared 

outside on 3-legged pots whilst the rice was 
being prepared in the kitchen.

The day included a presentation of blankets, 
handing out of scarves and some clothing to 
some pupils,  handing out packets of soup to 
grade 12 pupils, sorting and cataloguing the 
library under the leadership of the librarian, 
preparing the meal that was served at lunch 
time, a motivational talk and the Youth 
department doing activities with Grade R 
children.

This is the start of the The Salvation Army 
getting out into the public and helping out on 

special days. We are looking forward to do something different on 
Mandela Day, 2012.
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aity could not wait to get home from school.  She was four years old and 
she had something SO exciting to tell her parents.  As soon as her dad Carrived home she called them outside. Rather anxious to know what 

was worrying her, her mom and dad walked outside to see her with a jar of water 
and a paint brush.  As they watched she painted with the water on the cement 
driveway a circle as big as she could manage.  “Look” she said, eyes shining 
with excitement, “EVAPORATION”!  That little girl is my granddaughter.  
She will most probably not remember that occasion but she had learned 
something new at school that day that would stay with her for life.

So how do YOU know what you know? Somewhere along the way we have all 
been taught what we know.   This could either be by way of formal lessons at 
school, from our parents, from other people, from friends, from books, TV or 
movies. Much that we have learned will be good.  Knowledge that encourages 
us to want to know more, to experience more, to understand more, to endeavour 
more. Things that have opened our understanding of the world are our history, 
our environment, our community, our society. These things have taught us to 
trust and to believe.   Knowledge helps us to interact and survive in our world.   

But it may be that life has not always taught us positive things. Perhaps what we 
have learned is that we cannot always believe what others tell us, that facts can 
be misleading, that not everything in life always works out the way that we 
would like, that not everyone can be trusted. That too is knowledge.  

The reality is that what we know, we have learned from what we have been 
taught or what we have experienced - both good or bad.  Knowledge is power.  
Knowledge is growth.  Knowledge means change in our thinking and our 
development.

But does being knowledgeable mean that we are always wise?  Wisdom is 
using the knowledge or information that we have in order to make choices that 
will lead to a good and positive outcome.   Very often we fail at this very point. 
We do not always learn from others, and we do not always learn from life’s 
experiences. As a child I was walking one day with my brother down a gravel 
road leading from our home. He spotted a muddy puddle at the side of the road 
and, because boys will be boys, decided to see if it was quicksand and whether 
it would suck him down. So he stepped into the puddle and disappeared up to 
his waist in about three seconds! I had to hold onto him and help him to climb 
out. The next day walking down the same road with my older sister I pointed 
out to her the puddle that Trevor had stepped into. Now, I knew from experience 
that the puddle was deep, wet and dirty.  But when my sister asked how Trevor 
had got into it I said:  “it’s easy  he just did this” and stepped into the puddle!!!  
Enough said.  I had knowledge. I KNEW! But wisdom to use that knowledge 
was lacking.   

The Bible tells that “the fear (or reverence) of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom” (Psalm 11:10 ).  Fear, as it is used in this context, does not mean that 
we need to live constantly afraid of God. Rather it means that we respect, 
honour and acknowledge the presence and character of God. 
If we make it the standard for the choices that we make in life to choose what is 
acceptable to God we will be wise. The wonderful thing is that He has promised 
in His word that, if this is the desire of our heart, He will help us. We are given 
this promise in Psalm 32:8 The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best 
pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you” (New Living 
Translation).

Know God, know His word, do what He says and you will be wise!
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Knowing how to be wise
By Major Margaret Strydom

Knowing how to be wise
By Major Margaret Strydom
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Ihubo lokudumisa uMvelinqangi EkungeneniIhubo lokudumisa uMvelinqangi Ekungeneni

Ibandla: Siyakholwa emandleni akho, Simakade. Ayikho 
imigoqo, nokuyizingqinamba, nokuyimiqansa okungaphezu 
kwamandla akho, Mdali wethu.

Siza kuwe, Simakade, nobunjalo bethu. Kungenzeka ukuthi 
sonile singazi, Kungenzeka ukuthi senze amaphutha 
ngokucabanga kwethu, Kungenzeka ukuthi sikhulume, 
saphimisela okubulalayo ngemilomo yethu, Kungenzeka ukuthi 
sibone okubi esikhundleni sokuhle. Kungenzeka ukuthi sizwe 
okuyihlazo esikhundleni sokulalela okwakhayo

Ibandla: Somandla, sisize ukuze sigweme izilingo 
esizibonayo nezisithekileyo

Amehlo ethu mhlawumbe elukile; izingqondo zethu mhlawumbe 
ziyaluzile. Izindlebe zethu mhlawumbe zikhahlamezekile; 
izinyawo zethu mhlawumbe ziqhezukile; Izandla zethu 
mhlawumbe zingcolile.

Ibandla: Nokho sesilapha phambi kwakho, Nkosi, osithanda 
sinjalo

Siyaxolisa, Nkosi yethu, ngokwenza kwethu, okungathikameza 
ukukukhonza ngokugcwele nangokupheleleyo. Thina sonke 
asikufanele nokuma phambi kwesiHlalo sakho, Nkosi 
yamakhosi. Yebo,thina sonke: abesilisa nabesifazane, 
amantombazane nabafana, kanye nabantwana bethu; 
kungenzeka ukuthi asenzanga kahle ngenkambo yethu

Ibandla: Siyaxolisa, Nkosi yethu. Siyaxolisa. Kungomusa 
wakho nokuthi singene kulendlu ebizwa ngeGama lakho 
elingcwele

Hawu, saze sawubonga lomusa ongaka! Uma kambe kukhona 
okuhle esikwenzile phambi kwakho, mawusikhuthaze, 
nokusipha ubuqotho; singaziqhenyi, singaziqhayisi, 
singazikhukhumezi. Mdali wezulu nomhlaba! Yeka ubuhle 
bokukwazi Simakade, nokusivumela uhlanganela kulendlu 
ebizwa ngeGama lakho elihle!

Ibandla: Sesingenile,  s iphambi kwakho manje.  
Ngokuzithoba siyanxusa: usiqinise,  usiqondise,  
usikhaliphise, usikhulise, usibusise, usixolele usikhuthaze. 
Njengebumba esandleni sombumbi, sibhidlize usibumbe 
kabusha njengokubona kwakho nanjengokwentando yakho

Siza kuwe sinje, kanye nemithwalo yethu.  Nokho sihuba ihubo 
lokudumisa wena Mvelinqangi. Siyazi, siyaqonda ukuthi 
uyasithanda. Umusa wakho usigubezele. Wena Simakade, 
ungcwele. Singcwelise nathi ukuze sifanele, silungele ukulalela 
nokwenza, nokuhamba, nokuphila ngemiyalo yakho.

Ibandla: Leli yihubo lethu lokungena kulendlu ebizwa 
ngeGama lakho elingcwele, Nkosi yethu,  ophila 
ingunaphakade. Siyabonga, siyathokoza ukuthi nawe 
ukhona lapha.

musa wakho,  Nkos i  ye thu ,  
u n g e l i n g a n i s w e  n a l u t h o  Uoludalileyo. Uthando lwakho, 

Mvelinqangi, lungaphezulu kokuqonda 
kwethu. Ubukhulu bakho, Mdali wethu, 
busibekele yonke indalo yakho. Ubungcwele 
bakho, Jehova, bumboze izwe nomhlaba 
wonke

Ibandla: Yingakho sihlangene, sihuba 
lelihubo lokukudumisa, Nkosi yethu

Insindiso yakho, Mqalisi noMphelelisi wempilo, ivuleleke kithi 
sonke, nakumuntu olalelayo nozwayo. Ukuthula kwakho, Nkosi 
yamakhosi, kuphiwa abasondela kuwe ngokulangazela. 
Ukukudumisa nokukukhonza; ukukucela nokubonga, 
kuyinjongo yethu njengoba sesingene kulendlu ebizwa ngeGama 
lakho.

Ibandla: IGama lakho, Mdali wethu liphakeme emhlabeni 
naseZulwini

Njengamaphuphu elangazela ukubuya kukanina, sivula imilomo 
yezinhliziyo zethu ukuba usifunze ukudla kwemiphefumulo 
yethu. Njengezimvu ogwadule, silindele ukuba usiphuzise 
amanzi okuphila, siphile thina, khona-ke kuyocipha isomiso, 
indlala nokuswela esizweni osithandayo.

Ibandla: Silangazelela ubukhona bakho, Somandla; 
imiphefumulo yethu ikulindele

Singena kulendlu eyakhiwe ngezandla, kodwa eyabusiswa 
nguwe, Mvelinqangi, ukuthi ibe yindawo lapho sihlangana khona 
sizokukhonza, sizokhuleka, sizokhuthazana, sifunde 
ukuthandana nokuthobelana omunye komunye.

Ibandla: Siyaguqa, siyazithoba phambi kwakho ngakho 
konke ukunxusa kwethu

Nkosi yethu, Somandla, singena  nje sivela emakhaya 
ahlukeneyo owasipha wona. Sisuka emizini eyahlukeneyo 
esayiphiwa nguwe; sivela emisebenzini ehlukeneyo owasipha 
yona. Sivela ezikhungweni zokufundela ezahlukeneyo osiphe 
zona.

Ibandla:  Sisize, Somandla, singakhohlwa yizo zonke izinto 
ezinhle osipha zona ngomusa

Abanye bethu beze ukuzobonga izibusiso abanazo empilweni 
yabo. Abanye bethu beze nezinhlupheko nemithwalo 
okubasindayo nokungaphezu  kwamandla abo. Kanti abanye 
bethu kungenzeka ukuthi banongabazana netwetwe endleleni 
yokukholwa.



 thank the Lord for the privilege and 
honour to give testimony of His ILove.

My coming to South Africa was meant 
to be to greener pastures, but things did 
not go my way.

I lost all my belongings to the driver who 
gave me a ride from the border at 
Musina. He unceremoniously dumped 
me in a place called Muldersdrift, 

forcing me to find my own way to Johannesburg, after leaving 
with all my belongings but the clothes on my back. Suddenly the 
“green pastures” of South Africa turned dry, leaving me feeling 
like I was in the desert.

Arriving in Johannesburg, I had nowhere to go and for two weeks 
ended up staying under the Nelson Mandela Bridge with people I 
did not know. For those two weeks I was homeless, jobless and 
lost, and was surviving on food from the Salvation Army in 
Simmonds Street (Johannesburg Social Services.) I was losing 
hope and becoming desperate, until I came to know the Salvation 
Army Church and the Inner City Ministry (Johannesburg City 
Corps and their ministry.)

I have always had my own perception about people on the streets. 
I did not understand them, like them, and worse still I did not love 
them. Now I was living among them and became one of “them.”

I now thank the Inner City Ministry that changed my perception. I 
h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e  
r e a l i s a t i o n  a n d  
understanding that there 
should be no one that a 
person dislikes, and no 
one that one cannot love.

Everyone is likeable and 
loveable especially when 
you see them through 
loving eyes. This brings to 
mind, Ephesians “And to 
know this love that 
surpasses knowledge - 
that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the 
f u l l n e s s  o f  G o d ”  
(Ephesians 3:19 NIV). 
“For I have learned to be 
content whatever the 
circumstances. I know 
what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is like 
to have plenty. I have 

learnt the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want”(Philippians 4:11,12 NIV).

Through the Inner City Ministry I have come to understand the 
love of God. I have learnt to express it, feel it and acknowledge 
that it is the greatest gift one can give and receive. I am really 
grateful for the opportunity to share God’s word and love with 
those in need. I feel I am putting my faith and salvation into 
action.

The desert I felt I was in has become a place for growth I have 
grown spiritually now through Bible Study on a Thursday 
evening, as well as Friday night devotions at the soup kitchen. 
Through regular church attendance and inner city ministry on a 
Sunday, I now know and understand God’s word.

I live prayerfully and read my Bible regularly. This has set me free 
from bondage - the devil was about to destroy me. I now belong to 
a family, and thank them for accepting me. I cherish the time I 
spend in the house of God and my involvement in God's work for 
His Kingdom.

I am being restored and healed and pray to God that I remain 
faithful and diligent in my service to Him. I look forward to 
continued service both at church and in serving Christ. Maybe 
one day I will play in the Salvation Army Band. The Bible says “I 
can do everything through Him who gives me strength” 
(Philippians 4:13). I pray for continued strength and surely I was 
‘saved to serve’. God bless the Salvation Army.
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FESTIVAL OF PRAISE

At the opening festival of praise, in Orlando Community Hall, Soweto, the Chief of the Staff and the World 
President of Women’s Ministries were led into the meeting by an Imbongi (a traditional praise singer).  
Salvationists from around the Central Division gathered to enjoy a time of praise which included contributions from 
bands and songsters brigades, a timbrels display and drama.

In his Bible message, Commissioner Barry Swanson challenged soldiers to allow God to lead them, reminding the 
congregation that God knows who we are and who we will become. He urged those present to be receptive to God’s 
leading in their lives so as to enjoy the promise of eternal life in Christ.

These celebrations set the scene for a tremendous week in which the territory hosted its first national Officers’ 
councils in more than 24 years.  These were addressed by the international visitors, who later also spoke to cadets 
and staff at the training college during the morning devotions.  Visits were made to several Army social centres, 
including Ethembeni Children’s Home and Ephraim Zulu Senior Citizens’ Centre.
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leading in their lives so as to enjoy the promise of eternal life in Christ.

These celebrations set the scene for a tremendous week in which the territory hosted its first national Officers’ 
councils in more than 24 years.  These were addressed by the international visitors, who later also spoke to cadets 
and staff at the training college during the morning devotions.  Visits were made to several Army social centres, 
including Ethembeni Children’s Home and Ephraim Zulu Senior Citizens’ Centre.
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congregation that God knows who we are and who we will become. He urged those present to be receptive to God’s 
leading in their lives so as to enjoy the promise of eternal life in Christ.

These celebrations set the scene for a tremendous week in which the territory hosted its first national Officers’ 
councils in more than 24 years.  These were addressed by the international visitors, who later also spoke to cadets 
and staff at the training college during the morning devotions.  Visits were made to several Army social centres, 
including Ethembeni Children’s Home and Ephraim Zulu Senior Citizens’ Centre.
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ARRIVAL

The Southern Africa territorial leadership, accompanied by a brass band and women dressed in traditional attire, 
gathered at the airport to greet Chief of the Staff Commissioner Barry Swanson and the World president of Women’s 
Ministries Commissioner Sue Swanson.  The arrivals hall came to a standstill for few a moments as people listened 
to the band music and the women’s animated ululating while singing their joyful greeting.  Salvationists stood in 
formation at the door and led the special guests to the territorial leaders,  Commissioners Andre and Silvia Cox.

SOLDIERS’ RALLY

A soldiers, rally took place on the Sunday.  The meeting was preceded by a march of witness in the streets of 
Soweto.  Bands marching from different directions converged on the venue.  The community in Orlando witnessed 
the colourful march as flags flew high and their spirits were revived by the stirring music of the bands.

Before Commissioner Sue Swanson spoke, she was introduced by the Territorial President of Women’s Ministries, 
Commissioner Silvia Cox, then welcomed by women proudly wearing traditional tribal dresses and national 
costumes representative of different cultures within the territory.  Their World president responded with a word 
from Ephesians 2 emphasising the importance of unity and oneness.

In his address based on a verse in 2 Corinthian 5, the Chief of the Staff reminded the congregation that through Jesus 
we have been reconciled with God and are His new creation.  An opportunity for prayer in the concluding moments 
of the meeting saw the mercy seat lined time and time again, as people recommitted themselves to God.
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President of Women’s Ministries were led into the meeting by an Imbongi (a traditional praise singer).  
Salvationists from around the Central Division gathered to enjoy a time of praise which included contributions from 
bands and songsters brigades, a timbrels display and drama.

In his Bible message, Commissioner Barry Swanson challenged soldiers to allow God to lead them, reminding the 
congregation that God knows who we are and who we will become. He urged those present to be receptive to God’s 
leading in their lives so as to enjoy the promise of eternal life in Christ.
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ARRIVAL

The Southern Africa territorial leadership, accompanied by a brass band and women dressed in traditional attire, 
gathered at the airport to greet Chief of the Staff Commissioner Barry Swanson and the World president of Women’s 
Ministries Commissioner Sue Swanson.  The arrivals hall came to a standstill for few a moments as people listened 
to the band music and the women’s animated ululating while singing their joyful greeting.  Salvationists stood in 
formation at the door and led the special guests to the territorial leaders,  Commissioners Andre and Silvia Cox.

SOLDIERS’ RALLY

A soldiers, rally took place on the Sunday.  The meeting was preceded by a march of witness in the streets of 
Soweto.  Bands marching from different directions converged on the venue.  The community in Orlando witnessed 
the colourful march as flags flew high and their spirits were revived by the stirring music of the bands.

Before Commissioner Sue Swanson spoke, she was introduced by the Territorial President of Women’s Ministries, 
Commissioner Silvia Cox, then welcomed by women proudly wearing traditional tribal dresses and national 
costumes representative of different cultures within the territory.  Their World president responded with a word 
from Ephesians 2 emphasising the importance of unity and oneness.

In his address based on a verse in 2 Corinthian 5, the Chief of the Staff reminded the congregation that through Jesus 
we have been reconciled with God and are His new creation.  An opportunity for prayer in the concluding moments 
of the meeting saw the mercy seat lined time and time again, as people recommitted themselves to God.
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Knowledge is Wisdom - By Commissioner Silvia Cox (Territorial President of Women’s Ministries)Knowledge is Wisdom - By Commissioner Silvia Cox (Territorial President of Women’s Ministries)

The Bible tells us: ‘The wise are mightier than the strong and 
those with knowledge grow stronger and stronger’ (Proverbs 
24.5). Unfortunately, we can have knowledge and still not be 
wise! A proverb from Malawi states: “A person’s cleverness is not 
shown by how many words he utters at one go, but how he utters 
them”.

I have also seen a person who can recite a book by heart. That 
person has knowledge, but if he/she does not apply what he/she 
has learned, then this knowledge is useless and does not make 
him/her wise. As the dictionary explains: ‘knowledge is all the 
information, facts, truths, and principles learned throughout 
time’. Wisdom, on the other hand, is ‘the ability to make sensible 
decisions and judgments based on personal knowledge and 
experience’.

The Bible tells us that “The fear of the Lord is the fountain of true 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline” (Proverbs 
1:7). What we do with knowledge is important, not what we 
know. It is not enough to know that the Lord loves us; we need to 
accept His love. The wise acknowledge a loving God and act on it 
by respecting what is right and standing up against all that is 
wrong. He/she may know that he/she does not have all the 
answers, and depends on God.

In Matthew 7:24-25, Jesus compares the foolish man who built 
his house on the sand, to the wise man who built his house on the 
rock. The house on the rock was able to resist all the storms. He 
then concluded: ‘Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows 
it, is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.’

Yes knowledge is power, but the most important knowledge is to 
know about God and His words found in the Bible. As we accept 
Him and His commandments, this will transform us. It will make 
us live following His values and one day we will be able to see 
Him and hear His voice saying: ‘well done, not only have you 
heard My voice, but you have lived according to My precepts’.

wenty-five women met together for 
three days. At the end of the seminar, Tduring which simple accounting had 

been taught, a woman stood and said: “Thank 
you for teaching us, thank you for the 
seminar, now we have power.”

I have heard this expression many times 
since I have been in South Africa. In the 
beginning I thought it was a bit strange to 

hear this, and I did not really understand this statement. Having 
now been in the country longer and having had the privilege to 
work with women, it has become clearer why knowledge is so 
important. I had just taken it for granted that everybody can go to 
school and learn! I had just taken for granted that education is 
available to all. I realised very quickly that this is not the case for 
everyone, even in South Africa. Many are kept in bondage, 
because they do not know and they have not been able to learn.

However, a woman who can read and write is not dependent on 
her husband or neighbours to do simple tasks like going to the 
post office, getting her allowance or even to know her rights. A 
woman who has some knowledge of nutrition and health can raise 
a healthy family and avoid doing anything harmful out of simple 
ignorance. A woman, who has been taught some skills, can put 
food on the table. Many other examples could be added.  
Therefore, the ‘Women’s  Section’ will endeavour to continue 
teaching the woman.

Another observation I made when going to our home country 
after our first term in Africa, was to realise that those young 
people did not realise the privilege of being able to study and 
attain knowledge. Instead of being happy, they were 
complaining, had lost hope in the future and saw no point of 
studying. By contrast, the youth in Africa generally are eager to 
learn as much as possible, even in difficult circumstances, as they 
understand that knowledge is power.



he Junior Miss and Young Women’s Fellowship Rally was 
held at Pienaar Corps with Divisional Women Officers as Tleaders for the weekend. The theme for the rally was 

‘Unity & Harmony’ for ‘God’s Precious Princess’. 

Various topics of interest were presented by officers:

Junior Miss Group: 
‘Developmental stages’ and ‘Peer Pressure’

Young Women’s Fellowship:
‘Dealing with the Past’ and ‘Identity’
During the combined sessions girls learned about crafts.  

Lt Colonel 
Janine 
Donaldson, 
who spoke on 
the topic ‘Trim 
and Proper’, 
blessed us as 
she read and 
shared from 
God’s word.       
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Young Women’s & Junior Miss Rally - Mpumalanga/Swaziland DivisionYoung Women’s & Junior Miss Rally - Mpumalanga/Swaziland Division
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Northern KZN Division - Young Women’s and Junior Miss RallyNorthern KZN Division - Young Women’s and Junior Miss Rally

oung Women and Junior Miss girls gathered at 
Mahashini Corps for the rally. The guest speaker for the Yweekend was Major Thuketana from Kwa-Thema Corps 

accompanied by Nondumiso  Duma. Captain Ornica Fuphe did 
the Bible study; the theme was based on not letting your past 
determine your future. Mrs Masked from Madadeni taught the 
young women how to set a table. We were blessed as God spoke to 
all of us in a special and powerful way in our final meeting. 
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Soshanguve CorpsSoshanguve Corps

ajor K. Harry enrolled 6 new senior soldiers at 
Soshanguve Corps.  Currently the Corps is under the MLeadership of Cadet Mthobisi Thwala. Recently the 

men’s fellowship visited an elderly home to donate blankets.

Matroosfontein Corps in missionMatroosfontein Corps in mission

again. In the cold winter days of Cape Town, we had home visits 
and invited families for soup and blankets to the house of one of 
our local officers. In week 3, since most of the concerns were 
around children, we specifically dedicated the week to build 
relationships with kids and lay a foundation for a kids’ club. On 
that day we gathered more than 80 kids and some of our team 
members had conversations with parents and adults advocating 
for child safety.

Outstanding moments…
During one of our home visits in Bishop Lavis, some of our group 
members knocked on the door of a family of 10 - (6 of them 
children), who openly shared their challenges they were 
experiencing in life due to unemployment. They had gone for 2 
days without food.

In another encounter, the team met a lady holding a knife in her 
hand; she was on her way to stab her husband because he had once 
again finished all their income on alcohol. The team stood and 
listened to her story and then offered to pray for her. After the 
prayer, she told us she’d changed her mind and she invited us to 
come and pray in her house. Now she attends the home league 
fellowship.  Out of this process, we have been notably receiving 
new people to our meetings, our corps members are better known 
and are being invited to pray and counsel families in the 
communities where they live.  We have also established a weekly 
kids’ club.

Ephesians 3 vs20  says ‘Now to Him who is able to do above what 
we imagine or ask through His power that is at work within us’ - 
This is the basis for our pledge that our corps will stand in the gap 
and walk alongside our community. May this fire be ignited 
through the territory and with all our efforts, the Army will reach 
where God desires it to be.

Be blessed
Divisional Envoy Owen Mutize (Matroosfontein Corps, 
Western Cape)

ommunity engagement is one of the five (5) areas of the 
Territorial Strategic Plan, Our corps; Matroosfontein in Cthe Western Cape Division has rolled up its sleeves and is 

very active in mission in its surrounding communities. We have a 
deep desire to regain a sense of being an active Salvation Army.

Prior to the soccer world cup 2010, our Divisional leaders, Majors 
Booth and the divisional community development facilitator, 
Stanford Muzavazi, visited our corps help us in visioning, 
exploring community concerns, ways of life, and ministry 
opportunities for the Salvation Army in our community. This 
exercise increased awareness and a sense of urgency amongst our 
corps members with regard to the negative effect of identified 
concerns:- like drug and substance abuse; prostitution; 
vulnerability of children; increased incidents of child and women 
abuse; teenage pregnancy and poverty etc. We realised that we, as 
the Salvation Army, are called to stand in the gap and be a source 
of care and hope for the people. The process gave birth to cottage / 
cell meetings, prayer walks and home visits. These worked well 
in reaching out to people.

In the month of May 2011, the divisional team came back to 
facilitate a discussion on the impact of our work in the 
community. Our members were also encouraged to notice the 
positive impact within our corps internally, where commitment, 
teamwork and taking up responsibility have increased. We noted 
outside of the corps especially, the change in individuals, families 
and our numbers are gradually increasing. It was at this 
assessment that we agreed to host a 5 week mission in community 
process to help broaden our activities and reach more people with 
the support of Salvationists from other corps in the division.

We committed to the process in the month of June 2011; we have 
since spent 2 hours in the community on each Sunday afternoon. 
During this time we had conversations with people on the streets 
and in houses - building relationships and linking them to the 
cottage meetings - also offering prayer and our availability to visit 



We need both Wisdom and Knowledge  
Majors Paul and Mitta Khantsi  ®

We need both Wisdom and Knowledge  
Majors Paul and Mitta Khantsi 

 would like to take this opportunity to greet all War Cry 
readers.  All is well with those who trust in the Lord.  First and Iforemost I want to thank all those who played a major role in 

the life of my wife and I.  Their influence has had an impact in our 
lives.  They may not have the gathered knowledge like us today, 
but theirs was wisdom from above.

The Army internationally was led by men and women, who, due 
to their humility and trust in God brought us where we are today.  
Officers like the Mabenas, Zulus, Qwazibes and many others 
demonstrated that God mightily empowers with knowledge and 
wisdom for His purposes.

I am encouraging those who are following in our footsteps in this 
high calling.  It is good to equip one’s self with knowledge and 
wisdom from God.  I mainly want to say knowledge is essential if 
it is accompanied by wisdom. The Bible says we must gain both 
knowledge and wisdom in order to be found faithful in his 
service as soldiers.

Knowledge and wisdom - that is what the Salvation Army is all 
about. The Oxford dictionary explains knowledge as the 
“familiarity gained by experience” - the carnal knowledge. If the 
knowledge is not for good intentions it may 
give rise to the selfishness of, ‘I know, I 
need not be told’.

The Bible has much to say about 
“knowledge and wisdom”. We went 
through the training for Officership in the 
Salvation Army. We were trained and 
taught the Word of God and how to 
hermeneutically exegete the chosen 

passage from the Bible.  This is all good as the servants of God.  
This knowledge and wisdom helped us lead by example as we 
won souls for Jesus.

Knowledge is for everyone and is obtainable through reading and 
learning from those who are ahead of us and have wider 
experience.  Experience has taught us that knowledge is an 
external coating if gained alone.  It is only important if it goes 
hand in hand with wisdom.  “We know that we all possess 
knowledge.  Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”(1 
Corinthian 8:1 NIV).  Knowledge alone begets pride, and it can 
destroy one’s ministry.

True knowledge is that of service and love.  We have learnt that 
focusing on Jesus of the cross, and dedication, helped us to do 
what was assigned to us, be it corps or social and training college 
appointments.  The Chorus “I’m in His hands, whatever the 
future holds I’m in His hands” helped us through difficult times.

Knowledge can puff one up for positions. Thanks to the 
consistent teaching of the Salvation Army at Officers councils 
and other meetings conducted our Leaders, we were warned 
against this.  The TC’s column and the Officer magazine make 

good motivational reading.

Wisdom is from God and it brings true 
knowledge.  It is the inside coating. 
Wisdom enables one to be a blood and fire 
servant of God.  The recent visit of the 
Chief of the Staff again revived the spirit of 
Officers as well as soldiers reminding us to 
be devoted to the cause of Jesus and be 
different because of the salvation He 
brought to the world.
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I’m in His hands, 

whatever the
future holds

I'm in His hands

I(R)(R)
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A Rare Commodity - By Gavin BlackwoodA Rare Commodity - By Gavin Blackwood

Access to knowledge of course is only half the story, and 
fortunately the storage of information is another area where 
quantum leaps have been made.  We are supposed to be working 
in the day of the paperless office, but I have my doubts on this and 
anyone walking into mine could be forgiven for thinking it was a 
refuge for an endangered species.  Nevertheless, it is possible to 
store vast amounts of information in devices half the size of a 
ballpoint pen, and their storage capability continues to expand. 
For all his ingenuity and creativity however, man has never been 
able to package or store wisdom.  What a pity that is - just think 
how neat it would be to be able to download a bit of wisdom just 
when we need it.
       
If asked, most people will associate wisdom with King Solomon.  
Yet Kings 3: reveals how Solomon, facing his role as King and 
overawed by the prospect, sought to equip himself by walking 
according to the instructions given him by his father David.  God 
knew however that Solomon needed to do more than that, and in 
verse 5 we are told that God came to him in a dream said, “Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you.” Given his situation, and faced 
with an offer like that, his list of requests could have been long. 

Instead, listing his inadequacies, he asked God for one thing 
- a discerning mind capable of distinguishing between 
right and wrong.  God answered Solomon’s prayer and 

if you read further in the book of Kings you will find the 
evidence of this.

Perhaps we aren't faced with the daunting task of governing a 
nation, but God does expect us to play our part in building His.  To 

do that effectively we need to have a knowledge of God and 
continually study His word.  We need to ask ourselves though, 

is the end result of our effort simply to gain 
knowledge? If it is, we are missing a vital component.  
God is able and wants to give us a much more 
valuable gift - wisdom.  When Solomon asked God 
for that, he also gave him many other gifts as well 

and he can do the same for each one of us.   

t first glance we might equate the 
words ‘knowledge’ and ‘wisdom’, Abut in fact there is a world of 

difference between them.  Just the other day, 
I read a quote from an anonymous source 
that illustrated the difference so succinctly  
“Knowledge, it said, is knowing that a 
tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom is not using 
tomato to make a fruit salad.” Another good 
example is that wisdom is what makes you 

less than candid when asked by your wife or partner, “Honey, 
does this outfit make me look fat?”

Since the beginning of time, man has been in pursuit of 
knowledge. As the years have passed, the quest has become 
progressively easier, especially in the last few decades.  Before 
the advent of the Internet, researching school projects meant 
cutting information from either papers or magazines - hopefully 
after they had been read.  The offspring of more affluent parents, 
or those gullible enough to have succumbed to the sales pitch of a 
door- to- door salesman, had an advantage and sent dad off to 
work with 5 volumes of Encyclopedia Brittanica under his arm 
and a list of the pages he needed to copy.  Today, any kid with a 
computer, can, compliments of Google, find 4 820 000 references 
to insects of the Amazon Jungle in 0.15 seconds!

Knowledge is the key that can unlock success and for 
most of us, gaining it is a natural process.  How we use it, 
however, is the important thing; in the short term, some 
use it to allow themselves to sound well versed in a 
particular subject, others as ongoing research and 
study that will equip themselves to further their 
chosen career or perhaps make themselves 
more proficient in a favourite hobby or 
pastime.  The choice of what knowledge 
we pursue and how we use it is ours.

GazetteGazetteICO DELEGATES
2012 Captain Theresa Malins
2013 Major Rosannah Ntshangase

RETIREMENT
Majors Joseph & 
Esther Damane’s 
retirement ceremony 
took place during the 
historic National 
Officers’ Councils. 
The Majors retired in 
Apr i l  and  were  
deployed to continue 
with their ministry at 
Maseru Corps.

CONCLUSION
Major Harry Fillies’ Officership has been concluded effective 31 
July 2011; his last appointment was Corps Officer of Manenberg 
Corps in the Western Cape Division.

APPOINTMENTS
Captain Elizabeth Garland from Australia Eastern Territory 
appointed Territorial Social Programme Development Officer 
effective19 August 2011.

FAREWELL
Majors Daniel and Arschette Moukoko left South Africa on 

thMonday 08  August 2011, to Congo (Brazaville) Territory to take 
up their appointments as Chief Secretary and Territorial Secretary 
for Women’s Ministries.



ajors Martin and Joan McCarter, South 
African Officers serving in Canada, this Myear complete a total of 95 years combined 

service as Salvation Army Officers.   Martin 
completed his 45 years and Joan 50 years.  

This outstanding achievement of faithful service to 
God and The Salvation Army was acknowledged 
during a service in Nanaimo, Canada conducted by 
the Divisional Commander for British Columbia, 
Major Susan van Duinen.   

The McCarters originally trained as Salvation Army 
Officers in South Africa where they served for many 
years in a variety of appointments in corps, territorial 
headquarters, training college as well as divisional 
leaders. Their service in Canada included 
appointments in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 
Nanaimo. They will continue their active service as officers in 
new appointments at Alberta and North West Territories 
Divisional Headquarters in Edmonton, Canada.
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Majors Martin and Joan McCarters 
and their Divisional Leaders

eadership development has become a priority for The 
Salvation ArmyL

A preaching seminar was held at eMseni Conference centre in 
Benoni for 60 officers and the second year cadets. Commissioner 
Clive Adams (Territorial Commander - Norway) was the special 
guest. Officers testified to a positive experience. Much was 
learned about sermon preparation, delivery, selection of topics 
etc. It was also a time of spiritual refreshing, and re-focus.

SAMET (Salvation Army Ministry Enhancement Training)  
Auxiliary Captains then attended a six day extended course, that 
was enlightening. Good teachers were brought to this event, and 
much was learned.

A preaching seminarA preaching seminar

Celebrating 95 years of partners in missionCelebrating 95 years of partners in mission
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- Knowing others is wisdom, knowing 

   yourself is enlightenment

- To know and not to do is not to know

- Knowledge is food for the soul

- Those who have knowledge don’t predict;

  Those who predict, don’t have knowledge

- Knowing others is wisdom, knowing 

   yourself is enlightenment

- To know and not to do is not to know

- Knowledge is food for the soul

- Those who have knowledge don’t predict;

  Those who predict, don’t have knowledge

Find 
the m

eanin
g of t

hese 
old I

dioms
:

Find 
the m

eanin
g of t

hese 
old I

dioms
:

1. A Blessi
ng in 

Disguis
e

1. A Blessi
ng in 

Disguis
e

2. A Chip on
 Your 

Shoulde
r

2. A Chip on
 Your 

Shoulde
r

3. A Piec
e of C

ake

3. A Piec
e of C

ake

4. A Slap on
 the W

rist

4. A Slap on
 the W

rist

5. Back t
o Square 

One

5. Back t
o Square 

One

6. Between a
 Rock a

nd a H
ard P

lace

6. Between a
 Rock a

nd a H
ard P

lace

7. He 
Lost H

is He
ad

7. He 
Lost H

is He
ad

The remaining letters for a word (name of an event) _________The remaining letters for a word (name of an event) _________

Answers for Idioms:

1. Something good that isn’t recognised at first.
2. Being upset over something that 
happened in the past.
3. A task that can be accomplished very easily.
4. A very mild punishment.
5. When an attempt fails and its time to start all over.
6. Stuck between two very bad options.
7. Angry and overcome by emotions.
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The evening mews!
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