On February 18, 2012, the country was
shocked by the police’s discovery of 16
girls stolen for human trafficking and
child sex. The thought of the life the
girls were tricked into, the anguish of
their loved ones when they went missing,
sickened every thinking person.

Some of those young girls were under
the influence of drugs, eight were minors
— some as young as 12. Some were

used as prostitutes, others as drug mules.

According to the police, the girls were
captured in different parts of the country
and were destined to be sent to various
countries where they are sold for man’s
wicked purposes — and a life of hell.

They were simply in transit in Durban.

Yes, the country was shocked and
sickened. But human trafficking is a
depraved human activity which The
Salvation Army deals with daily.
Sometimes we go out at night, to
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notorious red light districts, and offer
help and salvation to those who’ve been
lured into prostitution. Those still in
South Africa are possibly the more lucky

ones — what happens to them in certain
overseas countries is unspeakable.

Our citizens would be even more
shocked if they realised the scale of
human trafficking in South Africa.
According to Molo Songololo, an
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organisation that protects the rights of

all children in South Africa, there are

between 28 000 and 38 000 children

prostituted in South Africa. And parents,
particularly mothers, are among the
primary traffickers — often
unknowingly. That was research carried
out in 2000; you can imagine how it
has escalated.

The International Organisation for
Migration (IOM) found trafficking in
women and children (female and male)
for sexual exploitation to be a major
problem in southern Africa, behind only
drug and gun running, in generating
profits for organised crime. South
Africa is the main destination.

A 2003 UNICEF report states that
children traffic at twice the rate of
women and are the largest group of
victims. Half are abducted, half
deceived.

Please turn to page 4/...

the field, at both Divisional and Territorial Head
Quarters. I love sport — am an avid Stormers
supporter - enjoy real wild life, out in the bush.

Seen from here

As the new PR Secretary I hope to put The Salvation
Army on the map. For the public to support us, we
need to be seen and heard! Particularly now, when
donors are tightening their belts and we have more
calls for help.

Dear Reader,

As the newly-appointed Territorial Public
Relations Secretary, I shall count it a
privilege to be the new editor and will
welcome your comments and interaction.
Read the articles in this issue and you’ll realise how
much The Salvation Army is needed to fight poverty,
human trafficking, women and children abuse,
substance abuse, hunger and all the other ills of
today’s society. We depend on your generosity so
please keep giving, even if it’s less than usual. Every

drop fills the bucket. .
P CoNrm

About your new editor: I was born and
raised in Cape Town, and after
matriculating, entered the SA Defence
Force. After two years God intervened
and I joined The Salvation Army. Leaving
College, and armed with a BTh (Bachelor
of Theology), I held a variety of posts in

Major Carin Holmes
Public Relations Secretary
Southern Africa Territory




Meet the

Great, Great, Great Grandson
of General William Booth

Major Patrick Booth, Divisional
Commander of the Western Cape
Division, has that look of dedication
and firm commitment you imagine
would be characteristic of his illustrious
ancestor, the founder of The Salvation
Army way back in 1865, in England.

Like our founder, Major Patrick Booth
was also born in Great Britain, but grew
up in France and has served in a number
of appointments in both countries. Those
have varied from being editor of The
War Cry, to being a public relations
secretary and fund-raiser, as well as
having pastoral duties.

In 2008 he and his wife, Major Margaret
Booth, arrived in South Africa, Major

Patrick Booth as the Divisional
Commander and Major Margaret Booth
as the Divisional Director for Women’s
Ministries. They have three children
and a one-year-old granddaughter.

The South African appointment, his first
in a leadership position, posed a major
challenge to Major Patrick Booth: to
find a balance between pastoral work
and leadership responsibilities. The
Western Cape Division includes looking
after 19 churches, five social services
and the three Day Care Centres for pre-
school children. As if that’s not enough,
St Helena and Namibia form part of the
Western Cape Division.

Major Booth feels strongly that

Major Patrick Booth

whatever we do must be done to the
best of our ability.

“South Africa is full of potential,” Major
Patrick Booth says enthusiastically.
“People here love life. They are friendly
and prepared to fight for better. [ have
great hope for the country.”

We bid farewell to Majors Patrick and
Margaret Booth who return to England
this March to take up their new posts at
International Head Quarters in London.
He will be Assistant Legal and
Constitutional Adviser to the General
within the Legal Section and his wife
will be Mission Support Co-ordinator
within the Programme Resources
Department.

More Than a Day’s

Work in Goodwood

According to Majors Graham and Aileen Brooke-Smith, the
Goodwood Church and Community Centre is ‘Christianity
with its sleeves rolled up’. For the past five years both Majors
have literally rolled up their sleeves to give senior citizens of
the area spiritual and physical sustenance, liberally
supplemented with large doses of sheer enjoyment.

Major Brooke-Smith and
Mr & Mrs du Plessis

Sussie Jurgens

Each weekday seniors meet at the Centre where they enjoy
a delicious home-cooked meal, play games, listen to speakers,
watch DVDs, and go on the occasional outing. Most
importantly, they share the good fellowship of others in their
age group. The cost of casual lunches is R20, the monthly -
Monday to Friday - cost is R350.

Asked what the Centre means to him, one of the seniors,
Mr du Plessis, was most enthusiastic. “First of all the Majors
make us feel really welcome and treat us with loving kindness.
Sussie cooks wonderful meals with something different every
day — bangers and mash, chicken and mushroom pie, lamb
chops and veg, savoury mince and rice, for instance. Both
my wife and [ are retired and the Centre gives us the opportunity
to make new friends. Oh, and we also get a small gift on our
birthdays.”

In addition, Majors Graham and Aileen run a soup kitchen
twice a week plus a charity shop, the profits from which help
subsidise feeding. And they assist both seniors and families
with food parcels. Community volunteers, like Sussie (seen
above), help to prepare the meals.

The Centre’s programme is virtually wall-to-wall, with
Sunday Morning Worship and Sunday School & Bible class,
Ladies’ Fellowship on Wednesdays, Kids’ Club on Fridays
and Men’s Fellowship every third Saturday.

How you can help? The Centre urgently needs good, saleable
items, such as clothing, furniture, linen and toys, for their
charity shop. Contact Major Graham Brooke-Smith on

021 591 1538.



Captain Mel Deslate brings Philippine Shine to Bonteheuwel

There’s a special ambience at the
Bonteheuwel Créche where Captain Mel
Deslate handles the 112 pre-school
children with a gentle firmness which
undoubtedly has a lot to do with why
the créche is considered the best in the
area.

The children range from one to six and
the success of the six-year-olds, who
always excel at ‘big school’ is a source
of great pride. It is also remarkable in
view of the challenges Captain Deslate
— who hails from the Philippines — and
her team face in this area.

There are early pregnancies, drug abuse,
and most parents are unskilled. They
also have no parenting skills, neglect
their children, and rarely take them
beyond Bonteheuwel. So the children
are often ‘slow’, unable to socialise, and
ignorant of a larger world.

To combat these negatives, Captain
Deslate arranges exciting outings — to
Kirstenbosch Gardens and the Two
Oceans Aquarium at the Waterfront, for
instance. These outings are not only
treats, but wonderful opportunities to
learn. To widen their horizons and share
the wonderment, parents are encouraged
to join.

“It’s a joy to take the children out,” says
Captain Deslate. “They proudly wear

the school uniform I introduced so they
no longer look rag-tag, they are
surprisingly well behaved, and are awed
by this ‘worldly’ experience!”

The daily routine includes having
breakfast and lunch, and enjoying all
the fun and mind-expanding activities
a creche offers. The year ends with a
school concert which helps raise much-
needed funds. The creche fee is a
nominal R100 a week.

As part of her objective to keep children
off the streets, Captain Deslate is starting
an after-care programme, run by
community volunteers, offering
homework classes for Grades 1 to 12,
covering maths, literacy and homework.

The Salvation Army keeps its pulse on
the community through a group of ladies
going door-to-door to find out common
concerns. Acting as a facilitator, The
Salvation Army helps community
members to empower themselves.

URGENTLY NEEDED: toilet
upgrade - donations welcomed.

Old toys, crayons, paper, old
magazines, ice cream containers,
children’s story books.

Wish list: playground updating -
slides, swings, etc.

CRISIS ACTION
IN BELLVILLE SOUTH

The Western Cape is well-known for
its fearful summer fires and winter
floods. Now, with climate change a fact
throughout the world, floods and fires
are on the increase. Even more
disturbing than these natural disasters
are the accidents that can destroy

Envoy Neville Hitchcock brings relief
to family in distress

families, particularly those frequent fires that occur in informal settlements.

To cope with this kind of crisis, the Cape Town local municipality has set up
an Emergency Relief system to motivate NGOs into action. The Salvation
Army is one of those nominated to help out the area with food, clothes and

blankets.

One of the calls for assistance was on Wednesday, February 22, when a house
in Belville South had burnt down, leaving an entire family homeless and

destitute. Envoy Neville Hitchcock, who follows the ‘give your heart to God,
your hand to man’ principle, was into immediate action, delivering the food
parcel and blankets that would give some instant relief to the devastated family.

Thomas Vilakast Gets
Streets Ahead!

About three months ago Thomas
Vilakasi started coming into the thrift
shop run by Captains Glen and Moya
Hay in the garage of the Montpelier
Church in Morningside, Durban, to
collect clothing handouts. The trading
hours suited him — 6.30 to 8.00 a.m.
He could still get to his job as a car
guard in time.

Eventually the Captains noticed that
Thomas was starting to pay for a few
items. “Glen and I discussed his
situation and decided to start him off
in his own little business as a trader
and gave him 50 items of clothing
to sell,” related Captain Moya Hay.
“There were, however, conditions
attached. He had to find somewhere
to live — car guard tips don’t run to
accommodation so the young man
was sleeping on the street — and he
had to start making a living for
himself.”

“This he has done,” adds Captain
Glen Hay. “He now comes in daily
and buys clothing which he sells the
same day. He is also spotlessly clean,
respectable, and a blessing to us.
What a nice young man!’




Care Haven, a Sanctuary

for

Women and their Children

Most of the 55 women and children who arrive at
Care Haven have been the victims of domestic
violence. They are destitute. They are traumatised.
And it has taken great courage to leave the scene
of their trauma. They need more than refuge and
shelter — they need love and care. Many cases we
deal with are so heart-rending, without spiritual
courage, we would despair.

Take the case of Wendy* who has been in Care
Haven for almost a year now. All four of her children
had been sexually abused - by a relative! And she
was being abused by her partner. Exhausted after
long hours as a security guard, she would then have
to spend hours trying to calm down her little boy,
who suffered terrible nightmares. In trying to come
to terms with her situation, trying to cope, she
turned to drugs.

A few weeks ago her spirits hit rock bottom. Then
one day she realised that she needed to accept God
into her life, which gave her the courage to leave
her ‘home’ and come to Care Haven. “It has been
beautiful to watch the change in her,” says Major
Frankie Burgoyne. “She is totally free of drugs
now, has found a place for her and her children to
live, and leaves us at the end of the month. A real
'worm to a butterfly' story.”

Looking after small children when their mothers
become ill is a major challenge since the Haven
has only one staff member on duty at night and she
cannot be a mother to all. The Haven is trying to
get funding for an ad hoc child carer for these
situations.

“We face this challenge again and again,” Major
Burgoyne reports. “One mom was HIV positive
and had TB — we cared for her children for the
eight days she was in hospital. Another, with two
children, was hospitalised with double pneumonia.
Two mothers were abducted by their abusive
partners - one at the nearby mall, the other while
taking her child to school.” This is quite frightening
since we are a safe house supposedly unknown to
the public. The one obviously knew where the
mother takes her child to school, but the other ...?
Thank goodness neither of them was badly hurt.”

Major Burgoyne told us of even more cases. “One
mom has a very abusive partner and had been on
the streets with her little boy for two months.
Another, with a baby suffering from TB and an

Visit our website:
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or connect with us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
SalvationArmySouthernAfricaTerritory

older sister, came to us badly
bruised and with absolutely
nothing — as many do. The baby
was crying pitifully and she was
clearly starving from the way she
grabbed a cup cake out of my
hand and literally stuffed it into
her mouth. She’d obviously had
no milk (could not be breast-fed
because of the TB), and had no
nappies, clothing, toiletries, and
so on, which we of course
provided.”

Major Frankie Burgoyne

The gratitude these mothers show
for being in a safe — and caring —
place is heart-warming and
further endorsement of the value
of The Salvation Army’s work
for the Lord.

*Not her real name

LIFE SKILLS FOR STRATHYRE GIRLS

The importance of teaching life skills has only recently come to the
fore, and Strathyre Home for Girls in Kensington, Johannesburg, has
not been left behind. Here girls are being taught how to make good
or wise decisions, budget, do an ATM transaction, read and understand
legal agreements, and how to do a CV.

The skills programme is sponsored by Fedex and Magna-carta, and
Mpumelelo ‘Mpumi’ Dathini is the programme co-ordinator, a job
he’s been doing for the past 20 months. “Helping girls prepare for life
outside Strathyre by giving them skills we often take for granted is
most rewarding,” says Mpumi. “Career preparation and computer skills
are also covered.”

Other subjects such as maths, science and |,
language are also important. Volunteers
are urgently needed to assist with

homework. The Home also needs more |
computers. |

Mpumi’s greatest hope is that every girl
who leaves Strathyre will succeed and
prosper, and not go back to where she
came from.

Mpumelelo ‘Mpumi’ Dathini
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In February, 22 Salvation Army delegates attended a weekend
of training in anti-human trafficking strategies for the Southern
Africa Territory and The Salvation Army has decided on a
“3P”, three-pronged approach:

Prevention — through education, training staff, media
interviews, marches (highly visible, publicly)

Protection — at the homes for abused women and children
Prosecution/Advocacy — through working with other
organisations, including the police, IOM, and churches.

Delegates left the training with hearts full of knowledge and
feeling better prepared to help The Salvation Army in its
dedicated fight against human trafficking, however it may be
manifested. In our commitment to restore the freedom and
dignity of those affected, we need to act with the utmost care
and in this respect the training was invaluable. If you’d like
to help, contact Major Margaret Stafford on 082 455 3664.




