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love for God. Its mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to meet human 
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28-29 Home League Rally (Eastern KZN Division)
29 Annual Day of Prayer for Victims of Human 

Trafficking

What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening

From the EditorFrom the Editor

i i n n n n n g !  
Piinnnnng! The Psound reverberated 

through my car like the 
e c h o  l o c a t o r  o n  a  
submarine, seeking a 
solid object to locate. At 
first I was not sure 
whether I had a problem 
with my car radio and then 
the announcer explained 
that the sound would go 

off every 20 seconds as a reminder to all listeners 
that this is when a woman reports a rape.

T h e  d r i v e  i n  b e c a m e  
excruciatingly long, not because I 
w a s  s t u c k  i n  n o t o r i o u s  
Johannesburg traffic, but I was 
confronted by this unearthly 
noise. I began thinking of all the 
times that I drove to THQ and 
back and how I could do that in 
relative safety and then the “echo 
locator” reached another solid 
object - my heart.

This has been a year where right from the 
beginning we have been confronted again and 
again with the brutal and senseless abuse of 
women in all forms. Anene Booysen tipped the 
scale for many people and they yelled out in 
desperation: NO MORE!!” And then when the 
emotion died down, the reports became less and 
soon, it seemed to me, life just went on.

This edition is dedicated to women that have no 
voice and you will notice from the strong 
articles, that I collaborated with the Territorial 
Women’s Department on, that we wanted to 
address some issues that deeply affect women of 
all spheres of life.

I had a frank meeting with Lt Colonel Fikile 
Khoza on the inner struggles that women face 
and we soon realised that these issues affected us 
as women leaders as well. It was a very difficult 
topic to cover, but we hope that women will 
recognise themselves in the mirror of this 
article.

Long after the echo disappeared, I still 
felt the assault on my senses… As we are 
confronted daily by a fallen society, I 
pray that we never become so blunted 
“by it all” that our voices become silent. 

Happy Women’s month readers! Go and 
make a difference in the lives of the 
women in your lives and community.

Much love and blessings
Wendy Clack
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reetings in the name of Jesus as we 
celebrate National Women’s Gmonth!

I am always vividly reminded of the people 
that God has given me to lead within the 
Territory, not the least being the women and 
girl children that make up a large percentage 
of the “fighting force”. Proverbs 31: 10-31 
highlights the qualities that make women 

worth more than rubies. We need women who fear 
the Lord and live for Him.

However we see in our society that women are 
not treated according to their worth they are 
treated as less than instead of being equal to-they 
are still given less opportunities than their male 
counterparts.

This month I share this regular column with my 
wife and my equal partner in ministry as she shares 
her experiences in ministry alongside me:

A loving husband has given me 
confidence and courage:

Proverbs 31: 27 blesses me and I have penned it 
down in Zulu:

 “UYAQAPHELA OKWENZIWAYO ENDLINI 
YAKHE”

I was born in the then Eastern Transvaal (now Mpumalanga / 
Swaziland Division). My Father was a miner in Johannesburg 
and received Jesus as his Lord and Saviour there. As an Envoy, he 
started to raise the work of The Salvation Army in Mpumalanga. 
As children we did not have many educational opportunities and 
this was an area that kept me back for a long time. 
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Greetings as we celebrate National Women’s Month!Greetings as we celebrate National Women’s Month!

TC Talk - By Commissioner William Langa

A regular column
 from  the desk of the

 Territorial Commander

I met my dear William when my parents 
were Promoted to Glory and we both felt 
God's calling on our lives. We entered the 
Fred Clark College for Officer Training in 
January 1975 and commissioned in January 
1977.Through this long journey of 
Marriage and Officership, my dear husband 
has been my greatest supporter. He 
encouraged me to go back to school and 
helped build my confidence as I started 
mastering educational and life skills. Through his on-
going support, I now have the courage and confidence 
to be a leader in my own right.

This year we celebrate 40 years of marriage and 37 
years as Officers. My husband still supports me and I 
know I am as loved and cared for as I felt when we 
first got married and I still love him so much.  I 
thank God for the kind of husband God has 
given me. He stands with me through 
difficulties and sorrows.

There are many women, married and single, 
that still battle to receive education. It should 
challenge us as women to continue to fight on 
our knees for these women that are vulnerable 
because of their educational and social status. 

We need grannies and aunties and moms that 
will teach their boy children the ways of the 
Lord so that they become men that honour 
and respect their wives and women in their 
lives. As women we need to model love and 
acceptance to young boys and men in our 
communities as many of them are growing up 
without the loving guidance of father and 
mother figures.  

We are now half way through 2013 and half way through the five-
year Territorial Strategic Plan. The halfway point of a race is often 
the toughest part. But Paul encourages us in Phillippians 3 : 12-13 to 
‘press on … Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies 
ahead.’ Thank you for all your efforts in the first half of 2013 and may 
God give you all the grace and strength that you need for the 
remainder of the year. Thank you also for your commitment to the 
Territorial Strategic Plan. 

We have made good progress in many areas, even though we 
acknowledge there remains plenty of work to do. The recent 
Synthesis and Review process has highlighted several ‘red flags’ that 
we will follow through on. Thanks for your regular reporting which 
helps us to stay on course. Our aim is for The Salvation Army to 
become “a vibrant movement with people of integrity, coming 
alongside communities, together enabling growth and 
transformation of the whole person through the full expression of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

God Bless
William Langa, Commissioner

Dear Colleagues and Friends

Greetings - Sanibonani - Dumelang - Matshironi - Molweni - 
Leperile

Thanks for all you are doing to fulfil the mission of The Salvation 
Army. When the Apostle Paul wrote to various churches, he often 
commenced with words of thanksgiving and prayer. In Colossians 1 : 
3-4 Paul says:

We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
your love for all of God’s people.

Please be assured that we pray for you and thank God for you. We 
pray that your faith will continue to grow and that you will continue 
to love and serve all of God’s people through your ministry as 
Salvation Army Officers, Salvationists, Adherents and friends of The 
Salvation Army.. Your contribution to the ministry and leadership of 
the mission is valued.

Thank you Southern Africa Territory!Thank you Southern Africa Territory!
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South Rand Corps
Young People

Anti-Human Trafficking flashmob

South Rand Corps
Young People

Anti-Human Trafficking flashmob
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Dr N. B. Thusi (Band 
Master) was the speaker, 
supported by Captains 
Carl and Beauty Ncongo. 
Dr Thusi highlighted the 
impor tance  of  good  
behavior  and  de ter -
mination in line with good 
Christian standards and 
morals.

He encouraged Songster Leader S.R. Zwane to work with communities, ensuring that the Songsters 
participate in musical activities as a witness. He also highlighted that it was important that the Songsters 
record their music. He taught Songsters about copyright and the importance of adhering to this. The 
Salvation Army's corps role is winning souls and this can be achieved through the musical sections and 
other members of the Corps working together towards that goal.

Trophies were presented to songsters who showed good determination and neatness, most promising 
Songster and senior members in the Songsters where awarded with a commendation certificate.

Songster Secretary, Zandile Mkhize

Umlazi Corps Songsters Weekend (7-14 April)Umlazi Corps Songsters Weekend (7-14 April)
The group of Young Women was led practically through a 
number of teachings:
Family planning before marriage and its dangers, Abortion and 
its Effects, Relationships with Boys/Facts about Sex for Youth, 
Cancer - Symptoms & Prevention, Managing Your Finances, 
Sexual Abuse, Demonstrating Proper Table Manners, what it 
means to be a Young Women fellowship member.

The TPWM encouraged young women to be strong and that 
Leaders of Young Women Fellowship need to lead by example. 
People like Esther were successful because they were able to 
listen and likewise young women should listen to God, their 
parents and other wise people who will give them guidance. On 
the Sunday morning the 
TPWM read from Psalms 1: 1-
6, 'Blessed is the man who does 
not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked nor stand in the way of 
sinners. Or sit on the seat of 
mockers'. In the last session, 
the TPWM read from Isaiah 
52: 1-2. She encouraged YW to 
rise up and sit enthroned. 

Mid KZN Division 
Young Women Fellowship Retreat (24-26 May)

Mid KZN Division 
Young Women Fellowship Retreat (24-26 May)
Leaders: Commissioner Thalitha Langa and Major Rasoa Khayumbi

For 10 minutes this youth group helped stop traffic in the Glen 
Shopping Centre in the South of Johannesburg with their 
powerful thought provoking scenes of how young women get 
trapped in human trafficking. 

On the 4th of July, some of South Africa’s top business leaders heard the Deputy President of the 
country’s ruling party, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, call on them to generously support the work of The 
Salvation Army, which he described as “phenomenal” and an outstanding example of how active 
citizenship could work, and called on business to likewise become active.

The occasion was a fundraising dinner for the 
work of The Salvation Army in the Southern 
Africa Territory. Guests were also exposed to the 
work of The Salvation Army through several 
displays, and were given the opportunity to hold 
and cuddle Hope, a two-month old baby from the 
Ethembeni Home that provides sanctuary for 
abandoned and abused children up to the age of 
two years. Another exhibit that attracted much 
interest was that of the human trafficking 
outreach, in which a young model posed as a 
trafficking victim by being tied up and bound in a 
wire cage.

Top politician appeals for support 
for The Salvation Army

Top politician appeals for support 
for The Salvation Army



Dorcas Workshop in Mabopane Corps
(Central Division)
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Territorial NewsTerritorial News

The Corps has been trained in using Faith-
Based Facilitation tools. Emangweni is on 
the border of Swaziland and Mozambique. 
During the Renamo War people crossed the 
border; most of them illiterate as they were 
not able to attend school. The Corps 
identified here was a need for literacy, 
particularly for women to read legal 
documents and bank documents.  Often the 
women were signing with thumb prints at 
the banks and were not sure what they were 
signing for.

The programme started with 18 women and now there are two 
classes. Some can write now in SiSwati, but they are also 
learning Maths, English and health education.  In the second 
class they are learning writing, reading,health education and 
gardening skills with the help of Local Corps people. Captain 
Veronica Mkhize, leads the devotions before the programme 
begins and is assisted be the retired recruiting sergeant, a teacher 
by profession. These women are also involved in the Corps in 
different ways, some of them have joined Home League; some 
have children who attendthe corps and are involved in a garden 
project. 

This programme has made a great change in the lives of the 
women as they now can sign for money at the banks. They can 
count their money and read letters, some of which are 
confidential. 

The Corps believes that this is 
fulfil l ing the Territorial 
Strategic Plan mandate for 
them to engage with their 
community. It is a great joy and 
a blessing to make a difference 
within the people where God 
has placed them.

Emangweni Corps - Literacy ProgrammeEmangweni Corps - Literacy Programme

Eastern Cape Division - Flash MobEastern Cape Division - Flash Mob

A large crowd of Salvationists and friends of The Salvation Army gathered in an open space in 
front of a New Mid Kzn Divisional Headquarters, where a dignified and God glorifying opening 
ceremony was conducted by the Territorial Commander, Commissioner William Langa. 
Commissioner said 'Today we can stand tall for the achievements made, and for the transformation 
that is evident in the Mid Kwazulu Natal Division. His Worship the Mayor of Pietermaritzburg, Mr 
Chris Ndlela as well as the Executive Director of Diakonia Council of Churches Mrs  Nomabelu-
Mvambo Dandala attended and addressed the congregation. Mrs Dandala congratulated The 
Salvation Army Mid Kzn Division for its achievement, and encouraged Salvationist to continue 
the good work of being light of the world.

Opening of  Mid KwaZulu Natal
Divisional Headquarters

Opening of  Mid KwaZulu Natal
Divisional Headquarters
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“Louise Mallard has heart trouble, so she must be 
informed carefully about her husband’s death. Her 
sister, Josephine, tells her the news. Louise’s 
husband’s friend, Richards, learned about a railroad 
disaster when he was in the newspaper office and saw 
Louise’s husband, Brently, on the list of those killed. 
Louise begins sobbing when Josephine tells her of 
Brently’s death and goes upstairs to be alone in her 
room.

Louise sits down and looks out an open window. She 
sees trees, smells approaching rain, and hears a 
peddler yelling out what he’s selling. She hears 
someone singing as well as the sounds of sparrows, 
and there are fluffy white clouds in the sky. She is 
young, with lines around her eyes. Still crying, she 
gazes into the distance. She feels apprehensive and 
tries to suppress the building emotions within her, but 
can’t. She begins repeating the word “Free!” to herself 
over and over again. Her heart beats quickly, and she 
feels very warm.

Louise knows she’ll cry again when she sees Brently’s 
corpse. His hands were tender, and he always looked at 
her lovingly. But then she imagines the years ahead, 

Woman TalkWoman Talk

 …. (A brief overview of the book: The story of an hour - Kate Chopin) 

which belong only to her now, and spreads her arms 
out joyfully with anticipation. She will be free, on her 
own without anyone to oppress her. She thinks that all 
women and men oppress one another even if they do it 
out of kindness. Louise knows that she often felt love 
for Brently but tells herself that none of that matters 
anymore. She feels ecstatic with her newfound sense 
of independence.

Josephine comes to her door, begging Louise to come 
out, warning her that she’ll get sick if she doesn’t. 
Louise tells her to go away. She fantasizes about all the 
days and years ahead and hopes that she lives a long 
life. Then she opens the door, and she and Josephine 
start walking down the stairs, where Richards is 
waiting.

The front door unexpectedly opens, and Brently 
comes in. He hadn’t been in the train accident or even 
aware that one had happened. Josephine screams, and 
Richards tries unsuccessfully to block Louise from 
seeing him. Doctors arrive and pronounce that Louise 
died of a heart attack brought on by happiness”

Such a sad ending, to what should have been a joyful 
reunion…
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Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you.
Therefore he will rise up to show you compassion.

For the Lord is a God of justice.
Blessed are all who wait for him.

Isaiah 30:18

Domestic abuse, the violence that occurs within our homes and 
our most cherished relationships, is a robber and a thief. It inflicts 
pain upon all those it touches. It robs its victims of their identity. It 
silences the voice that strains to be heard. It strips away personal 
power. It can be deadly.

Yet the damage of domestic abuse can be redeemed. Pain can be 
healed, name recovered, voice reclaimed, and self empowered.

The resource is a journal which offers hope to those robbed by 
abuse. Primarily focused toward woman (statistically the 
majority of victims of abuse), its questions are appropriate for 
people of both genders who have been hurt by those they have 
loved.

A word of caution: Keep these pages in a safe place, so that they 
cannot be used to harm you. It may be helpful to have a friend, 
pastor or counsellor to talk with regarding your journey down this 
road.

A word of promise: And the peace of God which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus (Phil. 4:7).

WOMAN,  ABUSED.

She was young, forced to be a mistress to a wealthy man.
She escaped and returned to her father’s house.
She was tracked down.
She was returned to his possession.
She was sacrificed to a mob of men.
She was raped.
She was left for dead on the doorstep.
In death, she was dismembered and scattered throughout the land.

Thus ends the story of the Levite’s concubine.

In a contemporary translation of paraphrase, take some time to 
read the story of the Levite’s concubine recorded in Judges 19.
Jot down a few words that reflect your reaction to this narrative.

OWNING PAIN

O sacrificed one of Gibeah.
No pain is every wholly wasted.

Your terror unto death informs my shadowed soul.
A bone toasted to assuage the cravings of snarling curs.

A pawn in villainous hands.
Yet your pain is cherished.

I see you.

Arising from the DoorstepArising from the Doorstep

 …. (By Major JoAnn Streeter Shade) (By permission) 

Domestic abuse arrives in a variety of clothing. Place a check 
beside those you’ve experienced. Place an ‘x’ beside those 
you’ve witnessed.

______ Slapped ______ Raped ______ Stripped

______ Hit ______ Bitten ______ Broken bones

______ Punched ______ Cursed at ______ Abandoned

______ Isolated ______ Stalked ______ Pushed

______ Intimidated ______ Robbed ______ Thrown to floor

Feelings surrounding the abuse are also varied. In the following 
chart, write some words in each column that describe your own 
feelings.

       Hurt      Sad Angry Afraid

It is surrendering our emptiness to our Father
in the mist of our struggle that opens our heart to the

sorrow and unwept tears
that we desperately want him to touch.

Dan Allender, Bold Purpose

Healing begins when pain is acknowledge and mourned.

Healing becomes possible when we find something that matters 
more than our pain.

What is currently in your life that could become the ‘something’ 
that matters more than our pain?

What would be a first step in allowing that ‘something’ to push 
aside the pain?

For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd;
He will lead them to springs of living water,

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
Revelation 7:17
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Read again the story of the concubine. If the young woman had 
been able to write from the doorstep, what would she have said? 
Write a letter from the concubine to her father, speaking of the 
pain of betrayal and the pain of violence.

RECOVERING NAME

O concubine of Ephraim.
No name is ever wholly forgotten.

Your mother's lips brushed identity upon your being.
A fragile vase, auctioned to the highest bidder,

Stripped naked of dignity.
Yet your name whispers gently.

I know you.

Those suffering abuse are often labeled by the reasons that keep 
them in the relationship. Change the name in the first column to a 
brave new name in the third column add a specific action that you 
can choose to make that name reality.

Abused Abused Brave Brave
Name Action Name  Action

The blind Not realizing Ex. The Speaking the
it is abuse truth-teller  truth  to

another adult
The defective I deserved it;

I’ll do better
The gullible He’s really sorry,

and it won’t
happen again

The defender He didn’t mean to
hurt me

The helpless I can’t make it
on my own

The worthless No one else would
ever love me

We are called many names through life. Think of the names you 
have been called, both healthy and unhealthy, and write each one 
on an index card. Separate the names in two piles  one pile to 
discard and the other to keep. As you hold the cards in the discard 
pile, speak that name out loud and then speak a sentence as to why 
that name is no longer yours. An example would be the name 
'worthless' and the sentence would be, “I have worth because I am 
a child of God.”

To those who overcome, I will give some of the hidden manna.
I will also give each of them a white stone
With a new name written on it,
known only to the one who receives it.
Revelation 2:17

Find a white stone that can be a reminder to you of that promise.

CLAIMING VOICE

O virgin daughter of Bethlehem.
No voice is ever wholly silenced.

Its muted plea leaps from the preserved page.
As a pebble released disturbs the hushed waters,

So too your neglected cry echoes still.
Yet your voice speaks on.

I hear you.

Reclaiming our voice allows us to articulate the questions we've 
been afraid to ask. These questions might include:

*  What is my role in this relationship?
*  Do I dare stay?
*  Can he/she change?
*  Is it too late?

Find a trusted friend that will help you to speak the questions out 
loud. Practice a variety of answers to the questions.

You do not need to know precisely what is happening,
or exactly where it is all going.

What you need is to recognize the possibilities an challenges
offered by the present moment,

and to embrace them with courage, faith and hope.

Thomas Merton

Carry a notebook with you for a week, and jot down every self-
talk message you give yourself. Read them out loud to yourself 
and see what your reaction is. 

DISCOVERING POWER

O woman of the Levite’s hand.
No power is ever wholly diminished.

Your forced return refuses to negate your courageous leaving.
A glittering prize reclaimed as rightful possession.
Relinquished to lust unrestrained, snores unbroken.

Yet your power surges through your spattered blood.
I touch you.

Power comes from combining integrity and truth
with compassion and concern for others.

Kathleen Fisher, Woman at the Well.

Think about the ways you give away your power. Fill in the chart 
below.

What I did to What I could How the results
give away my  have done could have
power differently been different

I can claim my anger in healthy ways.
*  I will take responsibility for my anger.
*  I will express my angry feelings.
*  I will state my feelings to the person I am angry with.
*  I will breathe deeply before I convey my anger.
*  I will ________________________________

He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. 
When others are troubled, we will be able to give them the same 
comfort God has given us.
2 Corinthians 1:4, NLT

Create a healing book for yourself. Make it in a blank book or a 
notebook. Include pictures of yourself laughing and at peace. Add 
any encouraging letters or cards you may have received. Make 
pages with stories and pictures of powerful woman. Include 
scripture verses that give you strength. Share the book with your 
friend or group. Look at it every day. It is possible to live a 
powerful, safe, and healthy life.

7AUGUST 2013AUGUST 2013



“Why do we have to watch out for each other at the park?” David 
asked. “Because that's what families do. They take care of each 
other.” said Dad. “I can take care of myself”. David said. Mom 
gave him a big hug. “We love you and want you to be safe”. She 
said.

So mom picked up their baby brother, Nathan, and Maya and 
David walked to the park together. Their friend Khanyisile was 
meeting them there. David and Maya could see the park. They 
began running. David tripped and fell. Maya stopped and asked: 
“Are you okay?”

“Yes’ David said. Maya held out her hand to help her brother get 
up. “Thanks, Maya”. David said, smiling. When they got to the 
playground, the children took turns playing on the slide. They 
made tunnels in the sand and played tag.

David knew Maya was really good on the rings. “Maya, can you 
help me on the rings?” David asked. “Sure” she said. “Hold on 
tight and I'll stay close to help if you need it.” David started 
across” Swing your body and reach your hand to the next ring! 
Good job!” Maya shouted. “I made it Maya!” David yelled. 
“Thank you for helping me” When they got home Dad asked: 
“Did you have fun?”

“Yes.” David said. “I took care of myself. Well… not all the time. 
Maya helped me when I fell and she helped me get across the 
rings. I'm glad families look out for each other.”

Maya was glad she could help care for David.

Maya took good care of David. 
How does your family take care of you? 
How do you take care of your family?

Dear God 
You give us the people in our families who love and take care of 
us. Thank you for our moms, dads, grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, brothers and sisters and people in the community. Thank 
you that the bible tells us that you are our Heavenly Father and 
you can take care of us the best when we don't have anyone to take 
care of us.

In Jesus' name
Amen

Maya takes care of her brother:Maya takes care of her brother:

Once a mean king said, “The Hebrew people in my kingdom have 
too many children. I must do something or these families may try 
to take over everything.” The king did a bad thing. He gave this 
order to his people: “Every boy that is born you must throw into 
the Nile River.” The mothers and fathers were sad. The big 
brothers and sisters were sad too. Their babies drowned. One 
mother decided that she would hide her baby boy from the king. 
She hid him for three months. When she could hide him no longer, 
the mother made a basket and put the baby in it. Then she hid the 
basket in the tall grass growing in the river.

The baby’s sister, Miriam, stayed near the river to watch the 
basket and look after her baby brother to see what would happen 
to him. Soon the king's daughter came to the river. She saw the 
basket and looked inside. He was crying and she felt sorry for 
him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. Miriam knew 
that the princess liked the baby. Miriam said, “Shall I go and get 
one of the Hebrew women to help you with the baby?” The 
princess said, “Yes, go”. So Miriam ran home quickly and 
brought her mother to the princess. The princess said to the 
mother, “Take good care of this baby for me.”

Moses’ family was happy to have their baby back at home. And 
Miriam was happy that God showed her how to care for her little 
brother.

Dear Club 1 member and kids, 
how incredible that God
 helped Miriam to look 

After her baby brother for
 such a long time!

 Then God makes a way out. 

There are some of you that are looking after your little brothers 
and sisters, because your parents are ill or have died. God will 
help you with this BIG responsibility. He will make a way for you. 
Speak to Him and He will show you the person to go to, to ask for 
help. You're job as an older brother or sister is so important to God 
and He loves when we take care of our families.

Miriam looks after her brother Moses (Exodus 2: 1-10)Miriam looks after her brother Moses (Exodus 2: 1-10)
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Instructions:
· Colour Moses and Miriam and colour and decorate your paper cupcake holder
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basket
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“I need a hero
I’m holding out for a hero
 ‘til the end of the night
He’s gotto be strong

And he’s gotta be fast
And he’s gotta be fresh from the fight

I need a hero
I’m holding out for a hero

 ‘til the morning light
He’s gotta be sure

And it’s gotta be soon
And he’s gotta be larger than life”

Did you just sing it in your head?

This song was released the year I was born. It’s got 
catchy tune and it sure is fun to sing on a karaoke night 
with a group of friends ... but the lyrics ... not so sure!

I think this song (and others!) reinforces a common 
misconception that women have about men and about 
their ‘need’ for men. (Interestingly the song was written 
by two men) It also reinforces misconceptions that some 
women have about themselves and their place in society and 
within a relationship. Many women have this desire to be 
swept off their feet by a man who is heroic and prince-
like, someone who will rescue them from their struggles 
and save the day. It’s reinforced by children’s stories, 
rom-coms (admittedly I do like watching romantic 
comedies), action movies and comics.

Have you seen Disney’s Avenger gender 
specific sexist T-Shirts that were released 
recently?

Thankfully because of an online petition the girls’ version 
was removed from the shelves. A friend shared with me how 
creating change through online petitions blows her mind. 
“"Ridiculously easy, super effective!” I’ve been sceptical of online 
petitions in the past, and wondered about their effectiveness ... here 
is the proof they work.

Don’t get me wrong; I’m not about to light a bonfire, start burning 
my bras and all my children’s Disney books. But I do feel that 
within society and within the church, many have bought into a lie 
that says: women are a subordinate gender, who is in need of 
rescuing.

For a period of time I believed it. I actually desired as a teenager 
and young adult to be swept off my feet and to wait for my knight in 
shining armour. Some of the books I’d read totally reinforced this. 
Case and point, “Captivating” which in summary pretty much says 
“Every woman was once a little girl and every little girl holds in her 
heart her most precious dreams. She longs to be swept up into a 
romance, to play an irreplaceable role in a great adventure, to be the 
Beauty of the story.” It’s the companion book to “Wild at Heart” 
which says: “God designed men to be dangerous,” It talks about 
how men long to be involved in adventure and desire a beauty to 
rescue. I’m not denying men and women are different, we are, but 
some differences are simply stereotypes that result from society. 
These books can certainly get some discussion going.

I think part of the reason we “long” for these things, is because 
these ideas are instilled into us from childhood ... Sleeping Beauty, 
Cinderella, Snow White etc.  ... They are nice stories with feel good 

happy endings, but we mustn’t confuse 
fantasy with reality. 

As an adult I’m able to make the 
distinction between fantasy and reality 

(hopefully) - my children aren’t. Little girls 
grow up thinking they are inferior beings in 

need of rescue, and boys grow up thinking they 
are superior, the hero who’s responsibility it is to 
rescue. My responsibility to them as their parent 
to make sure they know they both have strength, 
courage and the ability to fight for the things 
that really matter. In fact just yesterday I had a 
conversation with my 3 year old son who was 
adamant that his sister couldn’t be a hero 
because she was a girl, she had to be the 
princess ... (he hasn’t got these ideas from 
me!) needless to say I emphasised that Evy 
could be a super hero in their game as well, 

he actually got quite heated about it, but 
eventually conceded.

If we’re real and honest about it, the 
whole of humanity is in need of 
rescuing, it is NOT gender specific. 
The fact is: we (humanity) have been 

held captive by sin, which sin 
separates us from our Creator, and we are 

incapable of rescuing each other. But God, who 
loves us fiercely and passionately, comes as a 

human to rescue us once and for all. Jesus sets us 
free from the bondage and captivity of sin. He pays 

the price on our head with his own life. He fought 
death and won, being raised to life and His victory is 

ours. He’s a hero who has strength in love and power in 
forgiveness. And he calls us (both men and women - he 

makes no distinction) to join him in this adventurous life 
of rescue.

I don’t expect my husband to be a hero! I love him so much, and he 
absolutely loves me. For me to expect him to be my hero, my 
rescuer is to place unfair, unrealistic expectations on him, and set 
him up to fail. Despite what we are often told, it’s not his 
responsibility to ‘rescue’ me.

Don’t stereotype me because I’m a woman - I don’t need rescuing. 
I have been rescued, and now I partner with my hero, my Saviour - 
Jesus, to see others rescued and set free, as do many of my male 
counterparts. As a woman, who is married, I get to share this 
adventure with my husband (but it’s an adventure I’d still be 
participating in if I wasn’t married!).

This is reality, not fantasy. In Christ we have been given the same 
commission, irrespective of our gender.

Much love!

Lt Sammy Millar
New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga Territory

P.S: If you are a parent of a little girl, you might find these websites 
helpful:
A Mighty Girl Website (www.amightygirl.com) - empowering 
girls everywhere, this website takes you to a page full of books 
about princesses who do the rescuing instead of waiting to be 
rescued!

Every woman needs her hero...Every woman needs her hero...

“I need a hero
I’m holding out for a hero

 ‘til the end of the night
He’s gotto be strong

And he’s gotta be fast
And he’s gotta be fresh from the fight

I need a hero
I’m holding out for a hero

 ‘til the morning light
He’s gotta be sure

And it’s gotta be soon
And he’s gotta be larger than life”

The boys version
 and the

 girls version



Some of the outward signs that we recognised in dealing with 
many young girls and women that had gone through the trauma of 
rape were:  very few wanted to talk-they would rather internalise 
the event. However there were at times triggers that brought out the 
overwhelming emotion -anger that would be directed to the wrong 
people (often loved ones) and they would at times pay for the 
crimes of the perpetrator. In our observations we also found that 
some young girls would lash out and shun the people that loved 
them most. At times we found that these emotionally vulnerable 
girls would be so easily influenced to make wrong decisions for 
their lives that led to more trauma. Feeling inadequate already 
seemed to have the power to change the course of these women's 
lives. However we had to acknowledge, even though seeing clients 
and loved ones go through the most personal traumatic experiences 
such as rape, that Romans 8:38 -39 still says:”For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

After discussing these topics from our perspective, we also looked 
at where women were at in understanding their God-given worth.

Am I good enough?  God thinks so, He created you in His own 
image and as marred as that image becomes through sin and the 
trials of life, you are His beloved. At times women can display the 
“PHD syndrome” when they meet together. Let me explain how Lt 
Colonel explained it to me  Put Her Down! How cruel we can be to 
each other as women  we find fault with the slightest thing and we 
seem to know just where to criticise where it can hurt the most. We 
seem to think at times, no one else can be a better mother, cook, 
baker, home-maker, seamstress, leader and co-worker than 
ourselves (Sigh). Our internal struggles with our own self - worth, 
can tempt us to be in competition with other women as “winning” 
makes me feel better, but what a hollow victory when we allow 
others to even feel a taste of our own vulnerability.

We also regretfully still agreed with each other how awful it was to 
be belittled by men. We recounted times when those actions would 
crush our emotions. As much as those were not good times to 
experience, we had to caution ourselves that we were more than 
our beautiful womanly emotions. As children of God we had self-
control to respond to negativity in any form or gender in a loving 
and respectful way. Leadership is not defined by gender  when you 
believe that God has placed you at your place of work, then you 
will not allow any person of any gender to make you feel inferior. 
(Rom 8:31)

We were reminded of the story of the Samaritan woman (John4:4-
26) - Jesus saw her current status, living in a sinful state, but he also 
saw her as a woman that had the potential of  being renewed 
completely, to be transformed in every part of her womanly being. 
How did the story turn out - She was empowered to go and live her 
life differently. Jesus still sees each of us with that same potential 
and those negative feelings: “things won’t change for me” should 
be cast out for the lies that they are. Women's past do not need to 
determine what their present and future need to be. It did not for the 
Samaritan woman and it certainly should not for you when you 
allow yourself to be met by the lover of your soul  Jesus Christ.

We acknowledge freely that we need to spend more time (for our 
own growth) to delve into this even deeper, but we hope that 
through starting to highlight some of the issues that even just one 
woman will recognise this in their lives and reach out to allow God 
to be their Healer. We encourage you to continue this conversation 
in your Women’s Ministries groups.

Woman TalkWoman Talk

11  AUGUST 2013  AUGUST 2013

istorically we see that women have found themselves in 
vulnerable positions within the family and in society.  Lt HColonel Fikile Khoza and I spent another hour (or so) 

speaking about issues that affect women and their self -worth. We 
were concerned about how we see ourselves as women and how 
this affects how we allow God to work through us and how we 
make a contribution to ministry and in our communities.

We wanted to start digging for the root of why we felt inferior at 
times in the presence of our male counterparts, without there being 
some specific cause for this feeling. We looked at the definition for 
internal repression as when we started speaking about that 
particular feeling, it was nearly like feeling like a “second class 
citizen” and although this was a very dramatic definition, we 
recognised aspects of this in the lives of women in general - “A 
mental process by which distressing thoughts, memories, or 
impulses that may give rise to anxiety are excluded from 
consciousness and left to operate in the unconscious.”

LOVE AND MARRIAGE:
Lt Colonel Fikile Khoza has met with many married women 
(Officers and Soldiers) in her role as a Salvation Army Officer and 
observed that often they suppressed a lot of feeling and put aside 
their identity to be what was expected of them as the “good wife”. 
They get married to people that love them, because surely this 
makes for a good marriage? When the families met to discuss the 
traditional lobola payment  at times those promises would not be 
fulfilled after the couple got married. As the wife has been handed 
over to her new family, she no longer can go back to her own family 
for advice and safety, especially when she is abused and so she 
resigns herself to the view of marriage being a life sentence (just 
like Louise in our extract).

Women keep quiet about issues of concern before they get married 
and when these issues become worse they seem to not be able to 
talk to their family as they are afraid of the disgrace. Lt Colonel 
Khoza found that at times the trauma of living in a “trapped union” 
would cause women’s thoughts to slow down  nearly like they 
were looking at life through a thick fog and their emotions numbed 
down (an aspect of depression). These women would become 
hyper- sensitive. And they would become angered at the smallest 
thing outside of their home.

DIVORCE:
We saw clear instructions from the bible for this (Malachi 2:16; 1 
Corinthians 7:11), but we wanted to look at the effects that this 
present day reality had on women. We discussed how women find 
themselves in what can at best be described as a grieving state. 
Questions like: “So what now?” are common place. “Could I have 
done something different to stop this” has been some comments 
that Lt Colonel Khoza has heard.  No one wants to fail at something 
and especially in their marriage. Again this trauma had the 
potential to echo into the future, if not recognised and brought in 
prayer before a loving God.

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE:
I read through the overwhelming statistics in South Africa of 
violence against women, which includes abuse and rape. Many 
women live their lives in constant high-alert and function in 
society, yet they are secretly immobilised by the fear of being 
raped. That trauma has the potential to change their personalities 
and make them prisoners in their own homes. 2 Timothy 1:7 states: 
”For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, 
love, and self-discipline” (NLT).

Continued from page 5



Everything was fine when we smoked 
together. But it started again when we 
needed more money to support his habit. 
He knew I couldn't walk out because I 
couldn't go to my mother who 
emotionally abused me and I didn't know 
about shelters. He manipulated me. The 
emotional abuse was worse than the 
physical abuse. At the end of the day, I 
believed everything he said to me. I 
would wear track pants and tekkies, 
because if I dressed up, it was wrong. I 
was stuck, I knew I must get out, but I 
kept lying to myself telling myself it 
would get better, even if I knew it 
wouldn't.

Finally I decided to do it for my kids, so I got out for them! 
Through Carehaven, and the Lord, I am where I am. I was partly 
to blame for being in the relationship, but you cannot do anything 
without God. For two years, there wasn't any relationship and no 
love, but I was still holding on. Growing up there was no love, but 
with his family they all hugged and loved. I wanted to be part of 
that and be loved. That's why I stayed. I hate myself for allowing 
him to do this to me. But I was in denial. He won't change. It's not 
going to be better, the best thing you can do is pack your bags and 
go. There is help out there! There's so much shame with a black 
eye and bruised body and then you have to give everyone excuses. 

was in a 10 year relationship. When I 
first met him, I knew he was a Igangster on drugs, but I thought I 

could change him, but soon found out 
that it is not possible.

At first it was great. When our first son 
was born, he stopped with drugs and the 
gang life, but when he lost his job, it went 
downhill. It started slow, he would curse 
at me or hit me and then it got worse. He 
forced me to quit my job and he would hit 
me a lot. To me it was normal. This was 
just the way life was.

When I was younger, and my boyfriend 
was younger, we all grew up like that. You solve everything with 
your fists. But when he stabbed me, I was drinking. I ended up in 
hospital, and still believed it was my fault. In my own home, I was 
walking on egg shells because anything could happen. I would 
give him any money he needed, but the physical abuse became 
worse. I went to the Police, but dropped the case.

I knew I finally needed to get out when the abuse wasn’t just 
affecting me, but also my child. He still believes he did nothing 
wrong. Then I got pregnant again, and he thought the baby wasn't 
his. In order to get in control, I began smoking with him. 

Fadilla’s StoryFadilla’s Story
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Care Haven  - TestimoniesCare Haven  - Testimonies

The following Sunday, at the 
Observatory Salvation Army I told 
God that I don’t have all the 
answers, I probably never would, 
but I was going to believe what the 
bible said and I’m going - give all 
my problems, everything to Him 
and he will know best what to do. I 
just wanted to be free from all pain 
that was keeping me behind in life. 
That night, I found purpose and 
meaning.

Slowly, day by day, I got connected to the source of love and had 
respect for myself and kids and others by accepting the love of 
Jesus Christ. Just like many of you; my kids and I have 
experienced the darkest times in our lives, but with the grace of 
God we now have bright futures.

What kept me going? My special prayer: “Dear God, Grant me 
the serenity to accept the things I cannot change and strength to 
change things I can change.”

Today, I have a job, with great colleagues, a great boss, and my 
wonderful four children.

Thank you Carehaven!

 came out of an abusive 
relationship of 8 years. I have 4 Ikids from my husband. I ran 

away from him several times, but I 
just kept going back every time.

One Sunday morning, I woke up 
after a huge fight and 2 hours of 
sleep and ran away not knowing 
where to go. I got on a train to Cape 
Town, but while I was on the train I 
was thinking… God is my 
punishment over or is it just 
starting? What can I do for you, God, to forgive me? My children 
are suffering because of me and all the wrong choices I’ve made 
in life. I am now a single, broke mother with 4 hungry kids in 
Cape Town. I went to the police station, and they gave us food and 
shelter for the night. Then, I realized everything is going to be 
okay - I have just got to keep the faith - I had to for my kids.

The next day they took us to the Department of Social 
Development. And from there they took us to Carehaven. I felt 
alone and depressed. I felt hatred, like I needed to kill someone. I 
wanted to hurt myself all over again, but I just prayed and kept 
myself busy, keeping everything inside. I need help that moment 
that day. Then I learn love and forgiveness is the answer to 
everything at Carehaven.  They showed me love!

Edwina’s StoryEdwina’s Story



XPOSED is a coalition of Christian Organisations that 
aims to challenge the global Church, business and Egovernments to highlight the impact of corruption on the 

poorest of the poor. The EXPOSED coalition partners include 
the Bible Society of the United Kingdom, the Bible Society of 
North America, The Salvation Army, Unashamedly Ethical and 
Micah Challenge International.

Corruption is by its very nature deliberately hidden. This is one of 
the greatest obstacles when dealing with extreme poverty. The 
EXPOSED campaign aims to mobilise Christians to join with 
wider society in exposing the practices that oppress 
the poor.

Through mismanagement, illicit business practices 
and poor governance, well over US$1 Trillion goes 
missing every year! A report by the Global Financial 
Integrity group suggests that corruption and tax 
evasion cost the developing world as much as 
$903bn in 2009. In September 2005 a Transparency 
International report showed that poor women in 
some parts of the world would have to pay an 
average of US$22 in bribes for maternal services 
when having their babies.

Dr. Goodwill Shana, head of the Christian 
denominations in Zimbabwe says that while 
corruption is present everywhere from the 
boardrooms of corporations in developed countries 
to the dusty streets of developing nations, it plays a 
far more significant role in Africa by keeping the 
poor in the unrelenting rip of destitution.

Corinne Woods, director for the United Nations 
Millennium Development Programme indicates that 
EVERY individual has a part to play in combating 
corruption which erodes the promises of the 
Millennium declaration “...we will spare no effort to 
free our fellow men, women and children from the 
abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme 
poverty, to which more than a billion of them are 
currently subjected.”

Rev Joel Edwards, chair of EXPOSED steering 
committee said, “Our job is to provide a forum in 
which 100 million Christians will remind ourselves 
and the world of God’s passion for the poor”.

What can you do? Join us in mobilizing support for 
EXPOSED 2013!

15AUGUST 2013AUGUST 2013

Christians around the world raising their voices together in a united
response against corruption and poverty

Christians around the world raising their voices together in a united
response against corruption and poverty

Keep up to date with 
The campaign on twitter:

@Exposed2013 
or on Facebook:

http://on.fb.me/exposed2013
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the College for Officer Training in St. John's, Newfoundland, as 
Assistant Training Principal, Divisional Secretary of the 
Maritime Division and Divisional Commander of the same 
division.

In 1995 she was appointed to International Headquarters in 
London as Under Secretary for Personnel. She remained in the 
United Kingdom, transferring to the UK Territory as Divisional 
Commander, Central North Division, in 1998. A return to Canada 
came just over a year later, when she was appointed as Chief 
Secretary, Canada and Bermuda Territory.

In July 2002 she was appointed to the USA Western Territory, 
where she served as Territorial Commander and Territorial 
President of Women's Ministries. She returned to International 
Headquarters in 2005, as Secretary for Spiritual Life 
Development and International External Relations. 

In 2008 she became Territorial Commander of the Australia 
Eastern Territory. She was elected to The Salvation Army's most 
senior office in January, 2011.

We pray God's blessing upon General Linda Bond as she enters 
retirement.

Yours sincerely,
André Cox, 
Chief of the Staff

GazetteGazette

 write to inform you that General Linda 
Bond is entering into retirement.I

Following a period of personal reflection and 
prayer, General Bond has decided that she 
should relinquish the Office of the General 
with effect from 13 June 2013. The General's 
decision to step down comes after 44 years of 
ministry.

As is required by our constitution, contained in the Salvation 
Army Act 1980, the Chief of the Staff will perform the functions 
of the General pending the election of a new General.

The Chief of the Staff will also shortly be calling a High Council 
to elect the new General.A further announcement regarding that 
High Council will be made in due course.

General Bond, who holds a Bachelor's degree in Religious 
Education and a Master's degree in Theological Studies, entered 
the training college in Canada as a cadet in 1967 and was 
commissioned as an officer two years later.She spent the 
following nine years in corps appointments, before being 
appointed first as a member of the training staff at the College for 
Officer Training in Toronto and then as Territorial Candidates 
Secretary. She returned to corps ministry, becoming 
Commanding Officer of the Kitchener Corps, before serving at 

General Linda Bond is entering into retirementGeneral Linda Bond is entering into retirement

Captain Beatrice Masango (Mvusi Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Vereeniging /Sharpeville Corps in the Central Division.
Captain Velani Buthelezi (Ibhayi Corps and Eastern Cape DYS) is appointed 
Corps Officer of Catherine Booth Corps in the Eastern KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Captain Philile Buthelezi (Ibhayi Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of Catherine 
Booth Corps in the Eastern KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Major Xolani Zungu (Catherine Booth Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Khubvi Corps in the Limpopo Division.
Major Iris Zungu (Catherine Booth Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of Khubvi 
Corps in the Limpopo Division.
Captain Lenah Muyanga (Retired Officer) is deployed as Corps Officer of 
KwaGcaba Corps in the Mid KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Major John Rossouw (Khubvi Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of Peart 
Memorial Corps in the Central Division.
Major Elizabeth Rossouw (Khubvi Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of Peart 
Memorial Corps and Jabavu Bridgeman Creche in the Central Division.
Captain Nomathemba Hadebe (Ezakheni Corps/DYO) is appointed Corps 
Officer of Nongoma, Gwegwede, Thokazi Corps and Divisional Youth Officer in 
the Northern KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Captain Alfred Hadebe (Ezakheni Corps/DYO) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Nongoma, Gwegwede, Thokazi Corps and Divisional Youth Officer in the 
Northern KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Aux.Captain Lionel Potgieter (Hesketh King Treatment Centre) is appointed 
Administrator of Johannesburg Family Stores in the Central Division.
Major Valerie Potgieter (Hesketh King Treatment Centre) is appointed 
Administrator of Strathyre Girls' Home in the Central Division.
Major Lynn Wright (Paarl Corps) is appointed as Finance Officer in the Western 
Cape Divisional Headquarters.
Major David Wright (Hesketh King Chaplain) is appointed as Divisional 
Assistant in the Western Cape Divisional Headquarters.

BEREAVEMENTS
Major Aleck Ndlovu (R) was Promoted to Glory on 23 May 2013.

OFFICERSHIP CONCLUDED
Captain Gladness Hlengiwe Dlamini  Conclusion of active service effective 17 
May 2013; her last appointment was in Estill Corps in Eastern KwaZulu-Natal 
Division.
We recognize with gratitude to God the years of service rendered by our comrade 
and wish her God’s blessing in the future.

APPOINTMENTS
Major Andrew Mohologae (Langa Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Meadowlands Corps in the Central Division effective 30 May 2013.
Major Audrey Mohologae (Langa Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Meadowlands Corps in the Central Division effective 30 May 2013.
Captain Brendan Browski (Johannesburg City Corps) is appointed Director of 
Information Technology in Territorial Headquarters, in addition to his present 
appointment with immediate effect.
Major Irene Lotter (Retired) is redeployed as Administrator of Strathyre Girls' 
Home in the Central Division effective 06 June 2013.
Lieutenant Jack Bengani (Nongoma Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Thembisa Corps in the Central Division effective 03 July 2013.
Lieutenant Jack Bengani will marry Lieutenant Kwezilokusa Zulu (Thembisa 
Corps) on the 15th of June 2013 at Nongoma Corps.

Effective 2 January 2014:
Captain Dumisani Fakude (DYS Central Division) is appointed Corps Officer 
of Ibhayi Corps and Divisional Youth Officer in the Eastern Cape Division.
Major Allister Wood (South Rand Corps) is appointed Administrator of Hesketh 
King Treatment Centre in the Western Cape Division.
Captain Yvonne Wood (South Rand Corps) is appointed Administrator of 
Hesketh King Treatment Centre in the Western Cape Division.
Captain Naomi Malinga (Tladi Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of Ezakheni 
Corps in the Northern KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Lieutenant Maxwell Muchenje (Peart Memorial Corps) is appointed Corps 
Officer of Durban Central Corps in the Mid KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Lieutenant Sethembile Muchenje (Peart Memorial Corps and Jabavu 
Bridgeman Creche) is appointed Corps Officer of Durban Central Corps in the 
Mid KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Lieutenant Jack Bengani (Thembisa Corps) is appointed as Divisional Youth 
Officer of the Central Division in addition to his present appointment.
Lieutenant Kwezi Bengani (Thembisa Corps) is appointed as Divisional Youth 
Officer of the Central Division in addition to her present appointment.
Lieutenant Thabo Thwala (Vereeniging/Sharpeville Corps) is appointed Corps 
Officer of Tladi Corps in the Central Division.
Major Henry Maxase (Katlehong Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Vosloorus Corps in the Central Division in addition to his present appointment.
Major Martha Maxase (Katlehong Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of 
Vosloorus Corps in the Central Division in addition to her present appointment.
Captain Ben Masango (Mvusi Corps) is appointed Corps Officer of Vereeniging 
/Sharpeville Corps in the Central Division.
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At the end of September, the fundsAt the end of September, the funds

Are sent to DHQ who willAre sent to DHQ who will
 Forward them to THQ. Forward them to THQ.

 The funds will go directly to the The funds will go directly to the

Bangladesh Command and theBangladesh Command and the
Command Leaders, Lt Colonels Venter,Command Leaders, Lt Colonels Venter,
Will purchase and distribute the BiblesWill purchase and distribute the Bibles

Every Corps is asked toEvery Corps is asked to
have their Junior Soldiershave their Junior Soldiers

 conduct ONE fundraising conduct ONE fundraising
 event in the month of September 2013. event in the month of September 2013.

This can be a cake sale, a car wash,This can be a cake sale, a car wash,
a talent show, or whatever you thinka talent show, or whatever you think

will raise some funds!will raise some funds! To the Officer’s childrenTo the Officer’s children
 and Junior Soldiers. and Junior Soldiers.
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