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MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE SALVATION 

ARMY

The Salvation Army, an 
international movement, is an 
evangelical  part  of the 
universal Christian Church. Its 
message is based on the Bible. 
Its ministry is motivated by 
love for God. Its mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to meet human 
needs in His name without 
discrimination.

FEBRUARY

4 Booth Memorial  Hospi ta l  
Management Board

6 Cadets’ Entry
15 Budget process 2013-14

Concluded
16 Youth Fellowship Valentine’s 

Celebration (Central Division)
17 Public Welcome of Cadets
22-23 MASIC
22-23 CCM Train ing Mid KZN 

Division
22-24 Junior Soldiers Camp (Eastern 

KZN Division)
23-24 J u n i o r  S o l d i e r s  R a l l y  

(Mpumalanga & Swaziland 
Division)

23-26 Northern Divisional Review (TC, 
TPWM & Sec Prog/AsstPers 
secretary)

MARCH

1 Women’s World Day of Prayer
8-10 Women’s Camp (Western Cape 

Division)
8-10 Junior Soldiers Camp-City, West, 

East & Pretoria Section (Central 
Division)

st10 Youth Sunday (1 )
11-15 Community Engagement Process 

Experiential Training
17 Sunday School Outreach Sunday 

st(1 )
21 Human Rights’ Day (Public 

Holiday)
st24 Decision Sunday (1 )

25- 1 April
Easter Campaign (CFOT)

29 Good Friday Kids Event (Western 
Cape Division)

29 Good Friday
29-30 Junior Soldiers Rally (Mid KZN 

Division)
30 Holy Saturday
31 Easter Day
31 Annual Day of Prayer for 

Children

What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening

From the EditorFrom the Editor

hat made 12 
v e r y  Wforgettable 

p e o p l e  f o l l o w  a  
Carpenter, fail Him, 
yes, stand up from that 
failure and then go on 
to change the entire 
w o r l d  w i t h  H i s  
message of freedom 

from sin and life eternal? You have surely 
heard countless messages on why the 
disciples followed Jesus - how one and one 
made 13!

They were with Jesus the entire time: 24-7. 
The TV programme “Big Brother” 
simulated that experience - people from 
different backgrounds and values living 
together under one roof (or in the case of the 
disciples under one sky!). As viewers watch 
around the clock, they can see the cracks 
showing very soon in the polite comments 
and manners amongst the house mates - 
very quickly it becomes “everyone for 
themselves”. I wonder often, when we try 
and get serious about discipling our friends 
and perhaps someone younger than 
ourselves, if it is not that fear of our “private 

life” that will be displayed that stops us 
from helping others grow in their faith. 
Discipleship costs. It forces us to look at the 
example we are really setting and how 
authentically we are living out our faith. 
Disciplers cannot “dabble in faith” on a 
Sunday morning - it is their lifestyle: 24-7.

In this edition we look at various aspects of 
Discipleship. I want to encourage 
musicians to read the article on page 15 and 
to send in your comments. Highlighted also 
is the Commissioning of the “Proclaimers 
of the Resurrection”. As this publication 
reaches the Divisions, we will be 
welcoming the new session: “Disciples of 
the Cross” - 5 men and women that bear 
within their session name the command 
given to us to “go and make disciples”… 
Costly it may be, but when one and one 
makes a “vibrant movement with people of 
integrity”, then it is a cause to die for - Jesus 
did and He asks you to die to yourself and 
follow him so that you can prepare for the 
BIG catch!

Much love and blessings

Wendy



his year we celebrate 130 years of 
the Salvation Army in Cape Town.  TPlease uphold the Western Cape 

Division in prayer as they prepare for this 
celebration. The Salvation Army, in the 
persons of Mrs Francis Simmonds with 
Lieutenant Alice Teager, arrived on the 

shores of Cape Town in 1883 and then spread rapidly through 
the entire African Continent. As we look back over the last 130 
years, we need to ask ourselves again and again as 
Salvationists: “Does the fire within our heart still burn for 
those that do not know God or are we elsewhere occupied?”

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The Salvation Army, you and me, we exist for this. In the 
words of late General John Gowans: 

“We exist to: SAVE SOULS 
               GROW SAINTS and

SERVE SUFFERING HUMANITY

We need Blood and Fire Officers that have compassion 
and are committed to God’s values for The Salvation 
Army, serving their communities in the Corps or in 
Social Programmes.

The word “INTEGRITY “means: WHOLENESS 
and being upright.  We read in Luke 19:28-
44 about the triumphal entry of Jesus 
in Jerusalem on a donkey. The 
Salvation Army's Core Mission is the 
presenting the gospel that will restore 
the hope to people. It is clear that 
without this Mission to draw hearts 
and minds of Salvationists in 
C o m m u n i t y  
e n g a g e m e n t ,  t h e  
Salvation Army will 
become fragmented and 
unhealthy - no longer 
WHOLE.

In Luke 19:30 onwards we read Jesus telling the Disciples to: 
“Go to the village ahead of you” - go an engage with the 
Community! We are sent like the disciples for a purpose.  
Christ wants to use us in this Mission to obedient to his 
command to save souls.

Our Territorial Theme: “CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST” can just become 
another slogan that is printed on scarves and cups as a 
memento, if we turn our face from the need that we see in our 
country.  If we lose sight of the tool that is Community 
conversation, the voices that cry out will no longer welcome 
Jesus as their Saviour, but look to those who make empty 
promises of wealth, health and prosperity to elevate their 
status.

Are we still a people of the street - can people “smell” and 
“see” it on us?

Let us renew our commitment this year as we ask God to 
change our approach on how to engage with the amazing 

people that make up The Southern Africa and become 
once again a visible Salvation Army with the Fire of 
the Gospel in our veins, brimming over with love and 
compassion for those who are marginalised and 
without hope!

ONE ARMY-ON FIRE
ONE MISSION -OF LOVE
ONE MESSAGE-OF GRACE

We exist for people. This is my prayer 
this year for the Southern Africa 
Territory.

TC Talk - By Commissioner William Langa

Greetings as we begin 2013!Greetings as we begin 2013!
A regular column

 from  the desk of the
 Territorial Commander
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he Thanksgiving Service for the life and ministry of General John Gowans 
(Retired) was held at the William Booth College, Denmark Hill, London, Ton Friday 14 December 2012. Retired General John Larsson presided over 

a gathering of more than 450 people who came to praise God and celebrate the life 
of an extraordinarily gifted Salvationist leader. Commissioner Gisèle Gowans, 
and their two sons, John-Marc and Christophe Gowans, were supported by many 
family and friends during a powerful, poignant and challenging meeting. 

General Bond gave a warm, personal tribute, identifying a number of areas where 
John Gowans had significantly influenced the life of The Salvation Army. First, 
the mission statement crafted by General Gowans - that The Salvation Army exists 
to ‘save souls, grow saints and serve suffering humanity’ - is ‘woven into the 
fabric of every territory I visit,’ said the General. Recalling his sermon at the 
International Congress in Atlanta in 2000 which used the image of a three-legged 
stool to illustrate the mission statement, General Bond said: ‘John Gowans did not 
give a new direction to The Salvation Army but he captured our purpose, our 
essence. We are not only an Army with a balanced mission; we have an integrated 
mission.’

The General highlighted the influence of General Gowans as a leader. ‘John 
Gowans was not a typical divisional commander, nor a typical territorial 
commander and not a typical General,’ she said. ‘He taught us to trust God to be 
ourselves. When we take the risks that John Gowans took, we are better for it. Like 
Charles Wesley, John Gowans expressed deep thoughts in a way we could 
understand, but also in a way we could sing,’ she said. ‘Gowans’ theology was 
based on sound Salvation Army theology. He understood the human condition,’ 
she added, quoting the Gowans verse: ‘Ours is not a distant God, remote, 
unfeeling.’ General Bond said: ‘The Salvation Army will be forever marked by the 
gifts and skills that John Gowans dedicated to God and used to his glory. I join the 
thousands who today thank God that he has crossed our paths.’

Music was provided by the International Staff Band (ISB) and International Staff 
Songsters (ISS). To celebrate the extraordinary gift that God gave to General John 
Gowans as a poet and songwriter, all but one of the songs in the thanksgiving 
service were from his pen. The one exception was ‘My All for Thee’ by Brindley 
Boon - the dedication song of the Soulwinners Session of cadets - which was sung 
by the ISS. General John Gowans and Commissioner Gisèle Gowans were 
members of this officer training session from 1954 to 1955.

Family tributes were given by John-Marc and Christophe Gowans. Christophe 
movingly said: ‘For the past few years I have gradually lost my father. Now I feel I 
have got him back.’ John-Marc thanked the nursing staff and the many people who 

had visited his father during his years of declining health. Reflecting on his 
father’s inimitable preaching style, he said: ‘My father always wanted something 
real to happen when he preached. Arriving at a point where self-reflection is 
unavoidable is the definition of something real happening.’ 

Commissioner Freda Larsson read the Scriptures from Revelation 7:9-17 before 
Retired General John Larsson gave his address, based on verses 13-14. General 
Larsson addressed his thoughts directly to John Gowans  his friend and former 
song writing partner. He said: ‘You have come out of great tribulation, John. 
Gisèle, John-Marc, Christophe and others of us here this afternoon have watched 
as you have gone through tribulation in recent years. The whole Salvation Army 
family has been saddened - and thousands have been praying for you, John.’

General Larsson highlighted some of the reasons why General Gowans will be 
missed: 
laughter - ‘It symbolises that cheerfulness and positive attitude that 

characterised you.’
creativity - ‘Your songs are sung around the world - and are blessing people, lifting 

their spirits, and helping them to know God better. And they will be for 
years and years to come.’

courage - ‘You had the courage to be yourself, John. The Army never took you 
over. You are going to be missed for your courage.’

General Larsson said: “You are going to be missed for your preaching - that 
marvellous gift you had for lifting us to the heights, with humour and pathos and 
drama, and then reaching right into our hearts with your challenge. And you’re 
going to be missed for your vision for the Army and your passion for mission - you 
knew where we as an Army should be heading and what as an Army we should be 
doing … You are going to be missed most of all for your warmth, for your caring, 
and for your gift for friendship - for your humanity, John.’

The meeting concluded with the congregation singing, ‘They shall come from the 
east, they shall come from the west, and sit down in the Kingdom of God.’ The 
flag-draped coffin, embossed with a Salvation Army crest, was then carried out of 
the hall as the ISB played ‘When the Roll is Called up Yonder, I’ll be There’. The 
congregation stood, many saluting the coffin of General Gowans, as his body left 
the Assembly Hall for the final time.

A committal service at Hither Green Crematorium was again led by Retired 
General John Larsson.

Edited from the International Website for the purposes of publication

Thanksgiving Service for the live of General John Gowans (Retired)Thanksgiving Service for the live of General John Gowans (Retired)



Dear Sisters in Christ,
 
Greetings to you all in the name and power of Jesus!  May his 
grace and peace be your special gifts as we begin this New Year.
 
The international theme selected for this year is ‘Walk Worthy.’  I t 
stems from Paul's prayer for the saints in Colossae.  These 
believers had come to faith in Christ.  Their lives were a witness 
to the community in which they lived and the testimony about 
them was this; they expressed their faith by loving people.  We 
want the hallmark of our global Women’s Ministries to be the 
same: we also express our faith by loving people.

When Paul prays for these Christ-followers he wants God to help 
them to ‘walk in a manner worthy of the Lord’ (New American 
Standard Version).  And that is our prayer for our global Women's 
Ministries.  We want to pay attention to what it means to ‘Walk 
Worthy.’  It will involve knowing his will, seeking to please him 
and ‘bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God’ (v. 10).  We pray that in all we do we will be 
living lives that bring honour to him.
 
May God bless us as we seek to ‘Walk Worthy.’  May our life-
walk give witness to Jesus who is ‘the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life’ (John 14:6).  I pray that women will be attracted to Christ 
because our lives honour him.
 
He walked worthy.  Now, let’s walk worthy too.
 
Sue Swanson
Commissioner
World President of Women’s Ministries
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Women’s Ministries - New Year Message 2013

“Walk Worthy”

Women’s Ministries - New Year Message 2013

“Walk Worthy”

‘... we have not stopped praying for you
and asking God to fill you

with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
And we pay this in order that

you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and may please him in every way.

Colossians 1:9-10 (NIV 1984)

‘... we have not stopped praying for you
and asking God to fill you

with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
And we pay this in order that

you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and may please him in every way.

Colossians 1:9-10 (NIV 1984)

‘Walk Worthy’ is a 
Bible study booklet for 2013 

produced by IHQ’s International 
Women’s Ministries department 

in conjunction with the
 International Centre

 for Spiritual Life Development.

‘Walk Worthy’ is a 
Bible study booklet for 2013 

produced by IHQ’s International 
Women’s Ministries department 

in conjunction with the
 International Centre

 for Spiritual Life Development.WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 2013
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STRATEGY

To be called a disciple of Jesus means being 
wholeheartedly committed to live more like Christ and to 
minister to others as He did. Jesus' life was about making 
disciples who could make disciples. He calls us to do the 
same. 

In John 14:12, Jesus says to His disciples, “I tell you the 
truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have 
been doing. He will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father”.  Jesus believed that 
those who followed in His footsteps, who lived and 
ministered as He did, who lived in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, would be able to do even greater things 
than He Himself accomplished. 

Jesus intentionally created a movement of disciple 
making. As we study His life, we learn how we can 
apply the same principles Jesus used, to our ministry, 
so that we can do great things for His Kingdom and His 
Glory. At the center of Jesus' creation of a disciple 
making movement was His Passion and Purpose. We 
too need to possess these so that effective disciple 
making can take place. 

PASSION

In Mark 12: 29-31, Jesus declared that the Father's most 
important command was: to love God and to love others. 
In Christ's life and ministry, we see a loving person from 
start to finish. Jesus was the fulfillment of the Law. He was 
a model of what true love should look like.

Jesus commanded us to love as He loved. If love for God 
and for others is not our driving passion and all-
consuming motive, it will be impossible for us to produce 
Christ-followers the way Jesus did. 

Jesus lived out the Great Commandment  loving God and 
loving people. His Great Commandment values resulted 
in Great Commission passion and priorities. Without a 
Great Commandment heart, we will never see a Great 
Commission passion fully realised. It is our Great 
Commandment heart that maintains our Great 
Commission passion and fruitfulness. The two cannot be 
separated.  

The Great Commandment is the starting point for all of 
life and ministry. Loving God and loving people is the true 
fulfillment of the law. It is out of a love for God that 
ministry flows. Love is our motive; making disciples is 
our mission.
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Jesus is clear  it is impossible to say “I love God” but not 
love people. The Great Commandment is one command  
love  expressed in two directions. (1 John 4: 2021). Jesus 
modelled true love for God through His words and His 
actions.

PURPOSE

Our ministry’s ability to succeed and to measure success is 
tied to a clear and focused understanding of our purpose 
for existence - our mission. A clear grasp of why God has 
created our ministry and what our mission is, is a critical 
first step to becoming all that He intended for us to be.

In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus gives His disciples their 
purpose. This passage contains important teaching with 
regard to Jesus' purpose for His disciples. In these few 
verses we discover three key elements:  our Mission, our 
Mandate and our Means.

What is our Mission?

A close reading of the above passage, reveals that there is 
one command, and that is: MAKE DISCIPLES.  The 
ultimate purpose of ministry is: to make disciples who will 
make disciples. The phrase ‘discipleship’ has often been 
used to refer only to the process of growing believers, 
when, in fact, it refers to the whole process of ministry.

What is our Mandate?

We are to make disciples of ALL NATIONS. This refers 
not to geographical or political activities, but to groups of 
people who share a common culture and language. In 
other words, we are to make disciples of all people groups. 
This encompasses a global focus.

Jesus was not talking about building an earthly empire or 
denomination, but rather, an eternal kingdom of all people 
everywhere that stretches through the ages.  God calls on 
all people everywhere, without distinction of race or 
nationality, to enter into this Kingdom, and to submit 
voluntarily to His rule.

What is our Means?

We fulfill our Mission and Mandate because Christ has…

given us His AUTHORITY (v18)
He promised us His PRESENCE through the 
work and person of the Holy Spirit (v20).

As we go about disciple making, we recognise that it is the 
Holy Spirit who is the source, the enabler in the process of 
disciple making. It is the Holy Spirit who works through 
the lives of people who are committed to obedience to the 
Father’s will. 

In conclusion, Jesus’ intention was to produce an ongoing 
movement of “disciples who make disciples”. Jesus 
demonstrated that this starts in the heart  loving God and 
loving others. Jesus further showed His followers that He 
had a clear purpose. He knew why He had been sent by the 
Father and never wavered from His purpose. Jesus clearly 
revealed to His followers their purpose - making 
disciples. As we study the life of Christ and allow His 
Word to be entrenched in our lives, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit we will become followers of Christ who 
live and love like Christ did as well as do what He did.

For more information on creating a movement of disciple 
making, please contact: office@jlife.org.za or visit our 
website at: www.jlife.org.

!

!







Candidate in 1983 and I made a clear decision in 
1987. It suits me! There are difficult times, but even 
through that I am sure that God has called me to be an 
Officer.

Editor: How did you meet your wife?
TYS: I met Sengeziwe in 1998 at THQ as  we both worked 

there as Candidates. We were friends for 2 years 
before I proposed to her and then we got married on 

ththe 6  of October 2001.

Editor: Tell us a bit about your son John?
TYS: He is a lovely boy and loves Jesus and School. He is 

thin Grade 5 and He will be 10 this year on the 16  of 
June.

Editor: You seem very comfortable around young people. 
What are some of the positive things that you have 
observed about South African young people?

TYS: They love God and they are friendly. They are willing 
to learn new things and when we are together, I can 
feel their joy when they worship.

Editor: What is God saying to you about the future of young 
people and children?

TYS: If we keep on nurturing young people and children in 
a Godly way, they will grow and become the vast 
army that we all dream about. I dream of a deep-
rooted Army -A united army - A visionary Army.

Editor: What is one thing you would do if you had unlimited 
resources?

TYS: A Territorial Evangelism Team!

Editor: Please share a short message with the young people 
as they enter a new school year.

TYS: Young People, build your life for tomorrow, 
TODAY! Do not lose focus and use the opportunities 
given to you wisely. As you begin your school year, 
fear God, witness for Jesus where you are. I want to 
just pray  Jeremiah 29:11 over you: “For I know the 

plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans 
to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”

Editor:  What is the best thing about 
South Africa so far?

TYS:     The Territorial Strategic Plan 
encourages me. It is helping 
to shape our Territory to 
have a  bet ter  fu ture .  
Although there are many 
challenges surrounding our 
Government,  they are 
starting to focus more on the 
life of young people. People 
are so much more eager to 
give a helping hand.

Interview with TYSInterview with TYS
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he new TYS, Captain Annanias 
Nhandara, has been serving in his Tnew appointment for a few months 

and although he is not a new-comer to 
South Africa, having served in a Corps 
appointment previously, he is still new to 
our readership. He is known for statements 
like: “I now can speak Zulu and SOON I 

will be speaking ALL the other languages here!” With such an 
adventurous spirit, the Young People have an energetic leader 
that can keep up with them (well he’ll try!) and a wise Decision 
maker.

Editor: How did you receive Jesus as your Saviour?
TYS: I grew up in The Salvation Army. I was dedicated and 

went to Sunday School. My mom was a Salvationist 
and she was my role model of a Christian. My dad 
also became a Christian when I was older. I really 
loved the Sunday School, so much so that when I was 
old enough and was encouraged by my mom to be a 
Senior Soldier, I didn't want to!  I then went to a Y-
Connexion in my Division and there received Jesus 
as my Personal Saviour and made peace with leaving 
my beloved Sunday School!

Editor: Do you have brothers and sisters?
TYS: I have a younger brother and sister and an older sister.

Editor: Do you play sports/ what sports do you like to watch 
and what is your team that you support?

TYS: Yes, I play soccer! I support Kaizer Chiefs locally and 
I love to watch European football, but do not have a 
specific football team as such.

 
Editor: What are your favourite foods?
TYS: I like traditional foods (sadza, okra, macimbi). In 

South Africa they have taught me about dombolo and 
I really like it as well. I am not really a fussy eater 
although I don’t eat much. So bring on the food!

Editor: If you could describe yourself as a model of a car, 
what would it be and why?

TYS: I would describe myself as a 
Ford. At THQ I am using this 
model and so I know a lot 
about it. It is reliable and the 
fuel consumption is good. 
(practical Officer and can he 
drive!) It describes me as 
well as that is what I am -   
reliable and I think carefully 
before I make decisions.

Editor: What  d id  you  dream 
becoming as a little boy?

TYS: I dreamed of being an 
Officer! Really! My mom 
would always wish for 
someone in her household to 
a n s w e r  t h e  c a l l  t o  
Officership and this became 
my dream as well. I was 
e n r o l l e d  a s  a  J u n i o r  

TYS at City West Y-connextionTYS at City West Y-connextion



Territorial NewsTerritorial News

ou CAN make a differenceY
For Salvation Army week 2012, Soldiers and friends of 
Goodwood Corps stood inside the N1 City Mall for 3 days, 
receiving donations of canned foods from the public. This was 
part of the mall’s 22nd birthday celebration so all the cans 
(1600 of them) were packed together into a “Can Birthday 
Cake”, which was then donated to The Salvation Army and 
distributed in the form of Christmas Cheer hampers to needy 
families in the community. We thank Pick n Pay, Coca Cola 
and N1 City mall for their support as well as the general public, 
who all contributed towards making the event a great success.

Goodwood CorpsGoodwood Corps

Commissioner June Dwyer donationCommissioner June Dwyer donation

 special day was had at Carl Sithole Centre, that caters 
for the wholistic care of approximately 117 vulnerable Aand orphaned children.  The administrators also have 

under their care the Bethany Combined School. The toddlers 
were spoilt with beautifull outfits as Commissioners William 
and Talitha Langa (TC and TPWM) and Commissioners 
William and Lydia Mabena ® brought a suitcase full of 
surprises, kindly donated by Commissioner June Dwyer.

(The faces of the children have been
 blurred to protect their privacy)

Bottom photo: Territorial Leaders, Commissioners Mabena, 
Majors Mhlanga and Aux. Capt Mokoena posing with the 
toddlers in their brand new outfits.
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General’s visit to Southern Africa TerritoryGeneral’s visit to Southern Africa Territory

eneral Linda Bond was met with great excitement and jubilation in 
Johannesburg OR Tambo airport by the Territorial Leaders, Commissioners GWilliam and Thalitha Langa, Cabinet, Officers, Cadets and Soldiers. The 

General's journey continued to Polokwane airport the next day where she was again 
welcomed in true TshiVenda style by a vast number of Salvationists. She was then 
driven, led by a police escort, to Thohoyandou where the Commissioning and 
Ordination of the Proclaimers of the Resurrection would take place.

On Covenant day, 7 December, the meeting was marked by simplicity. Captain 
Noluntu Semeno, shared of her early Officer experiences and learning that a march of 
witness can start with one person - herself!  The General spoke very clearly about 
what calling is in Romans 1 as she addressed the cadets. God had called them for a 
purpose driven life and to always present Jesus as the universal Saviour. She 
challenged the entire audience that they are called not to a hall, but a community and 
to disciple their people. God called them into a relationship with Him. The General 
then spoke plainly about the balance that Salvationist should have as they worship IN 
and NOT the Salvation Army. She also challenged all to not let their particular culture 
water down their covenant. In a quiet time of intercession, Officers witnessed the 7 
Cadets sign their covenants in obedience to God's call on their lives.

Cadets, Silver Star parents, Cabinet and College Staff dressed for a lovely Silver Star 
fellowship meal on Saturday, 8 December. The Territorial Women's Department led 
this morning as they honoured parents for releasing their children to become 
Officers. Lt Colonel Fikile Khoza challenged the same parents to not hinder their 
Officership, but to pray for their children continuously and to respect that they now 
belong to their people whom they will serve. The General then very sensitively 
shared with the parents that this day could become a dedication ceremony as they 
could promise anew to be examples of Jesus to them. This could be a “line in the 
sand” day for them. The Cadets very ably sang: “I'll go where you want me to go” 
after which they honoured their parents with hand-made gifts.

On a steaming hot Saturday afternoon, Salvationist packed the Thohoyandou hall to 
capacity and rousingly welcomed General Bond to the first public meeting. Items 
from all over the Territory - timbrels, drama, band and songsters were performed in 
worship of God. Zulu, Xhosa, Venda, Herero, Swati, Tsonga and many other cultures 
shared their uniqueness in dance as Lt Colonel Fikile Khoza shared the significance 
of their culture.  In the midst of the jubilation, the Cadets and 2 Kidettes again 
reminded all of their focus, His story, becoming OUR story as we make HISTORY.  
The General reminded all again, that because who God is, we can live a pure life and 
that we can be justified and redeemed by His blood. She begged Salvationists NOT to 
worship any man or woman or idol, but to worship the living God, our Father.

On Sunday morning, 9 December, 7 Cadets walked down the isle, bible in hand, to 
the song: “I would be thy holy temple” as they moved one more step closer to being 
Ordained and Commissioned as Officers. The Training Principal handed them over 
with confidence to the Territorial Commander, with a commendation for being so 
adaptable as the Model of Training was in transition. The sessional song, composed 
by Mr Ricardo Walters, highlighted their promise of proclamation of the 
Resurrection of Christ. The newly ordained Lieutenants and congregation were 
challenged by a short illustration of a moth - a useless little thing, fragile in nature, a 
nuisance and good for cats to eat. She shared sometimes we think God is like that - 
when in reality He is the Lion of Judah! “How we understand God is how you'll 
behave.” Jesus asked his disciples who they thought He was and the General 
challenged all that it was really important to know who Jesus is in a world that is so 
uncertain. God has given us a call that we have to answer. So often we want God's 
blessings, but we are resistant to His claim on us. He becomes like the moth that is a 
nuisance. The General challenged Salvationists to realise that we are called to live 
our lives differently.

During the afternoon Appointments meeting, 7 beaming cadets and 2 really excited 
Kidettes marched down the isle amidst thunderous applause to accept their first 
appointments. Cadet Edouard Zola received the top student and faculty award. Cadet 
Christo Scheepers made history as he was the first recipient of the Colonel (Dr) Brian 
Gordon Tuck award for the most improved student. The General briefly shared a 
prayer ,that she often turns to, with the Lieutenants and then charged them that they 
are called to a life where they are NOT the Saviour, but the servant, a life of Suffering 
NOT seduction, and a  life of Submission NOT show. During her challenge to those 
that have heard a call from God, she encouraged all to pray:” I don't know what you 
want me to do today God, but I am ready to do whatever you want of me.” Many 
people received grace at the mercy seat and young people lined on the stage as they 
offered themselves for Officership.

Commissioning and Ordination of Proclaimers of the
 Resurrection Session (4-10 December 2012)
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Looking for: New aspirant writers

I have been so excited to hear about a young person in our Territory that has just recently published his first book. Well 
done!! We are so proud of you Malibongwe! I want to encourage young and older writers to submit articles. Aspirant 
writers can contact me if they are needing to have a book published, especially if it falls in the Christian literature category. 
The book will be reviewed on the Territorial Literature Board and we will try our best to assist you in making that dream 
come true!

There are so many stories out there about ministry in the Division and issues that are on people's hearts. Why not write 
about it. Send the article and separate photos (preferably not scanned) or request for assistance to 
safeditorial@saf.salvationarmy.org.

thThese 5 Cadets enter CFOT on the 7  of February and will be officially welcomed  by our Territorial 
thLeaders, Commissioners William and Talitha Langa, on the 17  of February at the Library Hall in 

Mofolo. The meeting starts at 10am and will be preceded with a March of Witness at 9am

Phumla Dludla
Durban Central Corps

Mid KZN Division

Nomandla Mbhele
Kwa Mashu Corps
Mid KZN Division

Zama Shelembe
Wembezi Corps

Mid KZN Division

Mthetheleli Memani
Durban Central Corps

Mid KZN Division

Nonkosazana Memani
Durban Central Corps

Mid KZN Division
              

WelcomeWelcome
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any spiritual leaders conclude that music is the single most 
important factor in establishing worship style. They believe it Mlargely determines who will be attracted to a particular church.

Most contemporary thinking about church music revolves around the 
question of taste. A style's usefulness in ministry is thought to depend upon 
the assembly's musical preferences, not upon the music itself. Musical style 
thus takes on a significance every leader must carefully consider when 
planning the church service.

Standards
Accepting all music equally and without careful scrutiny may unwittingly 
put the church in the untenable position of acceding to, and thereby 
perpetuating, things with which it does not agree. The church's witness is 
then diluted.

History shows that the closer we go to the beginnings of the Early Church, 
the more carefully music was scrutinized before Christians used it. The 
gospel does not allow all music any more than it allows all behaviour. Text 
aside, some music is faith-affirming; other music is faith-denying. How can 
we tell the difference?

Music and worldview
All music exudes a worldview delineated by the notes, rhythms, harmonies, 
colours, and style used in a composition. To the extent church music utilizes 
biblical principles placed in creation by God (such as a balanced unity and 
variety, economy, delayed gratification, subtlety, organic connectedness, 
discipline, modesty, creativity, and integrity), church music supports a 
theistic worldview. To the extent that the church utilizes a music or musical 
style based upon disunity (chaos, wastefulness, immediate gratification, 
obviousness, organic disconnectedness, rebellion, immodesty, banality, and 
cliche) in its composition, church music rejects theism and affirms, albeit 
unintentionally, something other than the full gospel.

Four cultural influences that dilute and alter church music's theistic witness 
are hedonism, immediate gratification, egocentrism, and value 
relativism.

Hedonism
Musical styles crafted to entertain (the purpose of all popular music) will 
entertain regardless of text. Putting religious words to pop music does not 
change the end result. Nor does the musical result of a Christian composer's 
efforts differ from a secular composer's if both are written in pop style. 
Lyrics are important, but they do not change the musical end-amusement.

One way to combat a hedonistic worldview in worship is to use a music 
which is more disciplined (discipled, if you will), more austere, and more 
restrained than a congregation is used to. A brief teaching on music as gospel 
witness or entertainment versus edification in worship may be appropriate. 
We are in no way suggesting that joyless worship is the aim - far from it. Our 
joy comes because of Jesus, not because of musically induced frivolity.

Immediate gratification
Any worldview trait of immediate gratification robs God's children of 
Christian maturity. Concerned with the now, some opt for Bonhoeffer's 
"cheap grace" rather than the costly grace of Scripture. Such a focus on 
immediacy fosters impatience, which affects all of life and living. God's way 
is to receive fully, yet know that we see through a glass darkly.

Pop music of all stripes is based on the principle of immediate gratification. 
That principle more than any other single thing drives all popular music 
composers, religious or secular, to write as they do. The object is to please 
instantly and as easily as possible. Stylistically, popular music must 
disregard the integrity that music of substance requires. Such composition 
cannot in its own language support the integrity we find in God’s Word.

On the other hand, music which utilizes the compositional principle of 
delayed gratification not only enhances musical value, such music becomes 
a musical analogy of the gospel. It is the travail, the subtle excursions into 

the unknown, and the faith-like demands placed on the listener which makes 
this music useful in church. The trials and hardships of life, like the internal 
workings of great music, make the ultimate goal all the sweeter. Church 
music offering delayed gratification helps Christians become mature.

Egocentrism
The archetypal sin of humans is the elevation of the self. It may seem 
obvious that Christian worship ought not to be self-centred. Yet if worship is 
structured first around what pleases people, their desires are in that central 
position which belongs alone to God. When we choose music to please 
ourselves, music chokes worship. The idolization of the self becomes a real 
danger.

It is better to choose worship music that has the depth to transcend the 
temporal, music whose end is not carnal pleasure. Music that 
compositionally embraces internal goodness and rightness is music which 
not only can act as a vehicle of worship but which can become, itself, our 
musical worship.

Value relativism
Nowhere is value relativism seen at work more readily than in the moral 
realm. The fact that God's Word condemns certain immoral practices is 
irrelevant for value relativists. They believe there is no universal standard by 
which to judge behaviour. Standards are relative to each person's individual 
desire and do not exist in any conventional sense.

Church musicians practice relativism when they hold that all music is of 
equal value, "John likes Knapp, Harry likes DC Talk, and Bob likes Bach -so 
what!"If no one style, composer, or piece can be intrinsically better than 
another, we have made standards relative to what individual subjectivity 
desires. Musical absolutes, necessary for meaningful standards, do not exist 
for the value relativist.

Such relativistic thinking in music is dangerous, first, because it is not true; 
second, because music has the power to influence similar behaviour in other 
areas of life. Musical relativism encourages moral, ethical, and social 
relativism. The fashionable relativistic principle, “There is no disputing 
taste," has no more validity for music than it does for morality.

Choose church music on the basis of intrinsic worth and let our people know 
that fact. After all, it is not unreasonable to suggest that the greatest activity 
of the Christian church, its worship, ought to contain the greatest music 
(objectively speaking) God's people have to offer.

Musical discipleship
It is true that cultural customs and forms vary from one society to another. 
Yet within any given society there are cultural forms that help build 
Christian character and others that weaken it.

People desperately need teaching, anointed and empowered by the Spirit, 
that not all Music and styles of music are suitable for the Christian. Biblical 
discipline which extends to music will shore up our witness to a world we are 
in but not of.

Achieving good ends through just any means is never justified. Moses found 
that out when he disobeyed God in his method of providing water for the 
Children of Israel. For us results proceed from methods principled by 
Scripture, and musical methods are not left out. Musical discipline is part of 
Christian discipleship.

For further information, see the author's “ Discipling Music Ministry: 
Twenty-first Century Directions (Hendrickson); Music and Ministry: A 
Biblical Counterpoint (Hendrickson); "Singing in the Spirit: The 
Music of Pentecostals" (The HymnJournal of the Hymn Society of 
America, January 1987, Vol. 38, No. 1, page 25); "Pastor, the Choir IS 
Your Partner" (Advance, September 1984, Vol. 20, No. 9, page 4); 
"Hymns Revisited IIV" (Motif, November 1983, February, May, 
August, Gospel Publishing House).

Musical Discipleship - By Calvin M. JohanssonMusical Discipleship - By Calvin M. Johansson

I found this thought- provoking article and wanted to share it this month with the purpose to hear your views. 

Mrs Helen Tuck and I would really be interested to hear especially from those of you who participate

 in a musical section.  Please email me at safeditorial@saf.salvationarmy.org.



And when He had finishedAnd when He had finished
speaking, He said to Simon,speaking, He said to Simon,

“Put out into the deep and let“Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.”down your nets for a catch.”

And Simon answered,And Simon answered,
“Master, we toiled all night“Master, we toiled all night

and took nothing!and took nothing!
But at your word I willBut at your word I will

let down the nets.”let down the nets.”
And when they had done this,And when they had done this,

they enclosed a largethey enclosed a large
number of fish, and theirnumber of fish, and their

nets were breaking.nets were breaking.

Luke 5: 4-6Luke 5: 4-6
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