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NEW BEGINNINGS

he New Year always brings with it new

opportunities - a new school, university, new goals

for work... This hope that we can begin again,
whatever that means for each of us in our context.

Itis also a time when we are able to reset our agenda where
we lead and live to God's standard. Jesus' relationship with
His Father was the key to how He led (and lived) and
because He knew His Father’s will. He was not distracted
by people around Him, Henry and Richard Blackaby share
in their book called “Spiritual Leadership”. There are so
many issues to distract us, so much information and so
much to do that it is easy to feel this overwhelming duty
to “get it right” and we forget about “becoming right
with God”.

Salvationist's editor-in-chief, Geoff Moulton, spoke
with the General six months after his election to hear
more about those dreams and find out how to turn
them into a reality and I share this article in this
edition.

Also included, information about a number of

upcoming events: The 2015 Boundless
International Congress; The Commissioning event
of the Disciples of the Cross and the Territorial
Congressin2016.

So 2014 has begun and our plans are made. It is
my hope and prayer that our plans are based on
our relationship with Jesus who is our Saviour

and guide.
Much love and blessings
L Wendy
\What'sfHappening
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MISSION STATEMENT OF
THE SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army, an
international movement, is an
evangelical part of the universal
Christian Church. Its message is
based on the Bible. Its ministry
is motivated by love for God. Its
mission is to preach the gospel
of Jesus Christ and to meet
human needs in His name
without discrimination.

- J
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A regular column
from the desk of the
Territorial Commander

k [nttheibeginning{God{createdithelheaveny and thel earthdd Genesist k-1

TC Talk - By Commissioner William Langa

hat a beginning...! The words refer to the fact
of God’s presence being there before all time.

Matthew Henry says this: “The foundation of all religion
being laid in our relation to God as our Creator, it was fit
that the book of divine revelations which was intended to
be the guide, support, and rule, of religion in the world,
should begin, as it does, with a plain and full account of the

I started off by quoting: “IN THE BEGINNING GOD”.
Let us begin every month, every week, every day, every
plan and every choice with God. That is my desire for you
this year.

“...notas [ will, but as you will” - Matthew 26:39

Not me but Christ - Galatians 2:20

creation of the world--in answer to that first enquiry of a

good conscience, “Where is God my Maker?”” (Job 35:10)... That
this world was, in the beginning of time, created by a Being of
infinite wisdom and power, who was himself before all time and
all worlds. The entrance into God’s word gives this light, Psalm
119:130. The Genesis 1:1 of the Bible gives us a surer and better, a
more satisfying and useful, knowledge of the origin of the
universe, than all the volumes of the philosophers. The lively
faith of humble Christians understands this matter better than the
elevated fancy of the greatest wits, Hebrews 11:3.”

What a beautiful “beginning” world it must have been indeed that
God had created. ..

FEBRUARY 2014

My Prayer for you in 2014 is that The Saviour will lead
you. Avery happy New Year to you as we begin with God.

“All the way my Saviour leads me;
What have I to ask beside?

Can I doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well;

For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.”

Words: Fanny Crosby, in Brightest and Best,
Music by: Robert Lowry and W. Howard Doane
(New York: Biglow& Main, 1875), number 65.
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WivisionallRallies

Central Division'2 Soldiers Rally, (29 November it December)

=

pecial guests for the

weekend were Retired

Commissioners Stuart
and Hope Mungate, from
Zimbabwe Territory
accompanied by the Territorial
Timbrellists. They were
supported by members of the
Cabinet and the Divisional
Leaders. Lt Colonels baso
led the musical ministry
evening.

The weekend commenced with

a Home League Rally where many rededicated the
afresh to God. Not even extreme weather conditions cou

dampen the attendances at the various meetings as the Holy

I/.,r“

ore than a thousand
Salvationists from all
over the Eastern

KZN Division attended the
Soldier's Rally which was held
at Eshowe Corps (6-8

December) to say: ”Ebenezer, |

Lord you have brought us until
thus far.”

The Eastern Cape Divisional
leaders, Captains T. & N.
Mahlobo were the guests,
supported by the Eastern Cape

Divisional Songsters and Pienaar Corps Band.

Captain Themba Mahlobo emphasized the importag_c.re of
fixing our eyes on Jesus at all times in order to move forward

Spirit consistently met with
Soldiers.

Both Commissioners Stuart and
Hope Mungate shared very
timely and powerful words to
Soldiers, challenging them to be
“washed in the blood”. As they
often would end their time of
sharing with the song: “Sweep
over my soul, sweep over my
soul. Holy Spirit, sweep over my
soul.” The Holy Spirit renewed
people's lives, people came to

Maﬁon and young people offered themselves for

icership.

as the body of Christ and The
Salvation Army.

Junior and Senior soldiers were
enrolled and new Local Officers
were commissioned.

The EKZN Divisional leaders
celebrated their 40'"
Anniversary on 8 December and
were upheld in prayer by
Officers. Many soldiers prayed
at the Mercy Seat to say thank
you Lord for keeping them thus

far and to ask God to help keep their focus on His will. It was

also encouraging to see those who responded to the call for

Officership.
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IFrom\theldeskiofithe W orldiPresident{ofgWomen siMinistries g Commissioner SilvialCox

t seems impossible that 2013 is already behind
us! All the excitement, all the worries of the year
are now past! Anew page has just turned!

Our last official visit in 2013 was in Thessaloniki,
Greece! Luckily we did not need to escape during
the night like the apostle Paul! (Acts 17) On the
contrary we were well received and rejoiced in
meeting the newly enrolled soldiers and their
officers, Lt Anasatasia and NeofytosTotsios.

They have found the ideal situation for the hall and have
renovated it with the help of many friends! Itis now a busy,

\Whatithe'Bible!Says|

e are assured of some very important truths with Paul’s letter to the
Colossians, and in Chapter 3 he points out that as Christians we are
‘God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved’.

God cherishes us - he loves us extravagantly. Isn’t that amazing?

Throughout the Bible there is a consciousness of God’s love for his people.
Deuteronomy 33:3 records, © Surely it is you who love the people; all the holy ones
are in your hand.” And within the Book of Psalms there is a particular ribbon of
awareness of God’s amazing love. Our spirits are lifted as in Psalm 36:7 the
psalmist cries out, ‘How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!” And then as we
open Psalm 103 the Father-love of God dominates the text.

The well-known and often quoted verse in John’s Gospel draws our attention to
the truth that, ‘God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (3:16). The New
Testament constantly confirms that we are precious in God’s eyes and that he
loves each one of us. As we take the opportunity to read through the Scriptures our
understanding of the love of God increases - ‘This is love: not that we loved God,
but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins’ (1 John
4:10).

When we look at Jesus - his birth, life, death and resurrection - we see a
demonstration of God’s abundant love for us. Jesus’ teaching, particularly in the
parable of the prodigal son, also enlightens us to the incomprehensible measure of
God’s care and compassion. The prodigal does not deserve the love of the father
and yet ° while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him’
(Luke 15:20).

This is the kind of love that God has for us! Grace - the undeserved favour of God!
As Romans 5:5 says, ‘God’s love has poured out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who has been given to us.’

To explore this topic further read through Psalm 103 and 100, and 1 John 4.

Our lives today

As we recognise that God’s love cannot be deserved or earned, but that it is given
freely, we can accept it, and his unconditional love can transform our lives.
Accepted in all its fullness, it liberates us!

When we realise the breadth and depth of God’s love for us and “abide in his love’
ittransforms us.

When we abide we thrive! What peace accompanies the knowledge that the Lord
loves us fully and freely! What joy is ours as we live in the security and certainty of
aloving heavenly Father!

It gives us a renewed sense of worth. God accepts us - there is no need for pretense
inhis sight.

The sad reality is that it is possible to be a Christian without fully grasping that
God’s love for us is not dependent on our actions, our feelings or our obedience.
The good news is that nothing will change God’s love towards us. As Romans
8:38-39 reminds us ‘For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
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lively, friendly hub, serving and witnessing to the
community! People are turning to God and being saved!

As we were able to see the old wall of the city and some of
the roads where the apostle must have walked so many
years ago I thanked the Lord that the Apostle Paul had
the courage to step out in faith into those faraway places
so that now, we too may hear about the good news of
Jesus Christ, his love, and his salvation for us.

As our theme for 2014 is: “You are loved “(Colossians 3:12),
like the Apostle Paul, let us tell about the good news of his love
for us wherever we are!

God, that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Even when we fail, or have fallen, this will
not change God’s love toward us. His love is not dependent on our behaviour!

However, when we accept his love in all its fullness, it changes not only our
perception of God but also our treatment of those around us. Luke explains that if
we wish to enter into the Kingdom of God we need to respond to God’s love for us,
to confess our sin and also to, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind;” and, “Love
your neighbour as yourself” (Luke 10:27). What a privilege is ours to be the
recipients of such inestimable love - and what is our response to such love?

Discussion questions

1. Describe in your own words God’s love for you.

2. What are the consequences in our lives when we accept that we are loved by
God?

3. To be a Christian is often seen in terms of obeying commands, about duty,
about earning his love. How do we see our service for God?

4. God loves us as we are. Does this mean that our actions and our life choices
do not matter?

Living as loved
Ask yourself, ‘Have I accepted God’s love for me or am I still trying to earn His
love?’

Commissioner Silvia Cox

I have known I am loved just as I am certain of God’s love for me. As a
consequence, it is a joy and privilege to share this message and experience as [
serve women around the world in my role as the World President of Women's
Ministries.
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eneral André Cox shares his vision for a Christ-
centred Army that practises what it preaches
from the top leadership down.

“How would you see your last day in office as the
General of The Salvation Army?” That’s the question
then-Commissioner André Cox was asked at the 2013
High Council. It caused him to put into words his vision
for The Salvation Army. After being elected as the
Army’s 20th General, he shared his “I Dream”
statements with the world.

IDream ...

Idream ofacommitted, effective and joyful Army, rooted and confident in
the Word of God and on its knees.

Idream ofan Army that truly reflects the mind of Jesus in our commitment
to the poor and the marginalized.

Idream ofan Army that practises what it preaches from the top leadership
down, an Army that is a visible and living example of kingdom
values.

Idream ofan Army that values its youth, where our young people feel that
they have a voice.

I dream of an Army with strong, relevant and streamlined administrative
structures and a much more effective use of our financial and
material resources.

Idream ofan Army where all cultures are equally accepted and celebrated
through the spiritual ties that bind us all together.

Idream ofan Army that shuns the dependency culture.

Salvationist’s editor-in-chief, Geoff Moulton, spoke with the General six
months after his election to hear more about those dreams and find out how to
turn them into a reality.

General Cox, what inspired you to communicate this vision? What do you
hopeto achieve?

Proverbs 29:18 says: “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (KJV). If we
don’t have dreams, if we don’t have a vision, then there's nothing to aim for.
Without vision, man wouldn't have landed on the moon. It's an impossible
dream and yet someone had it. Having a vision helps us focus on a goal so we
can work toward something.

Thope it will inspire people to reach for something more. [ want to see an Army
that will continue to grow, believe and develop. Alot of what I see in that dream
is happening now, but we have the potential to aim even higher.

How do the “I Dream ... ” statements fit with the call to One Army, One
Mission, One Message?

This vision touches every aspect of the One Army, One Mission, One Message
vision and reinforces that call. As one Army we talk about deepening our
spiritual life, uniting in prayer, reaching out and involving children and youth.
We also pledge to stand for and serve the marginalized, communicate Christ
unashamedly, reaffirm our belief in transformation and increase self-support.
All of those things are echoed in my dream, so I think the two dovetail quite
neatly.

You envision an Army “rooted and confident in the Word of God.” With the
rise of secularism, do you think Salvationists have lost some of this
rootedness? How can this be restored?

I don’tbelieve we’ve lost the battle on this because some of the challenges and
economic realities that we’re seeing in many western cultures are driving
people to search deeper and rediscover some of the spiritual values that had
previously been discarded.

In a multimedia society where communication is limited to 140-character
tweets and screen time with your family exceeds your face time, we can
become superficial. We can nibble at little bits of life without prioritizing time
with God by studying his Word, meditating and reflecting.

The General/speaks'atyWilliam| Booth! ollegey Londony England|
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I believe the Word of God has not changed and is still relevant in our 21st
century. By engaging and being serious about the Word, we can regain that
confidence.

As Salvationists, how should we interpret the Bible?

There is a danger in being judgmental, in seeing the world through a very
narrow lens, but on the other hand, I also see an equally troubling tendency to
try and adapt the Word of God to suit where we’re at so that nothing has to
change. The Word of God challenges us and the values of the kingdom are
countercultural. It should make us uncomfortable in the areas of our life where
we don’tlive out those values.

In some parts of the developing world, the Army is experiencing significant
growth, yet in the developed world the numbers of soldiers are declining.
Does this concernyou?

Itis areal challenge and I don’t think we should paint a picture that's extremely
rosy, but I do believe that we're seeing signs that offer us hope.

A lot of our corps in Europe, for example, are confronted with the reality of
extreme poverty on our doorstep. Corps that had been given up for dead for a
long time are suddenly taking on a new lease of life as Salvationists engage and
support people. In a practical way, many people now come to corps simply
because they need assistance with food parcels and basic necessities. This
opens up new opportunities where corps are engaging with people and sharing
the gospel message.

While travelling throughout the world, I am encouraged by the large number of
young people expressing a calling to serve as Salvation Army officers. It’s
more than I've seen in the last 15 or 20 years! So I think there are possibilities
for growth when we genuinely show Christ's compassion in the things that we
do.

In the early days of the Army, greater numbers of soldiers were engaged in
our work with the poor. Today we increasingly pay “professionals” to carry
out much of our social work. What impact does this have on the culture of the
organization?

1 think there are obvious pluses when we work with professional people when
we raise the standards of what we’re doing. But there’s a danger in relying on
professionals who do not necessarily subscribe to the spiritual values of the
Army. When we take pride in being part of The Salvation Army and the
wonderful works we do, but lack the driving passion to win the world for Jesus,
there’s a disconnect because we're only delivering half of the mission.

Jesus calls us to have a heart of compassion and reach out to a needy world.
While we care for those who are sick, we should also be concerned for those
who are dying in sin. Being a wonderfully run institution is not enough to meet
all the physical, emotional and spiritual needs in our communities.

What does it mean to “reflect the mind of Jesus” in our interaction with the
poor and marginalized?

Jesus often drew attention to the things that were insignificant, discarded. 1
think of the spotlight he put on the poor widow who was giving her mite or how
he would draw children to himself.

Or how about his compassion for the sick or for those who would have been
outcast in their society because of the sicknesses they had? I don’t think we
should be looking for accolades and public acclaim, however pleasant that is,
but we should be seeking to reflect that same concern for the seemingly
“insignificant” or marginalized people in the world today, people without a
voice who are considered to be nothing.

The typhoon that hit the Philippines in November has reminded me rather
starkly that, very often, the communities that suffer most are the poorest of the
poor because they’re in the least secure locations. That's why it’s important that
we strive to reflect the mind of Christ and think of things that the world
considers to be unimportant.

iThe Generalland[Commissioner;SilvialCoxiat;the! New;Zealand}
Eiji'and)jTongayTerritories’congress]
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You dream of an Army that “practises what it preaches, from the top
leadership down.” How are we currently doing with respect to this?

If you’re looking for perfection, don’t look to me. I’m still a work in progress,
but I recognize the need to lead by example and not by words. In my travels to
various countries in different cultural settings, I’ve been pleased to sense an
energy and passion in those who serve the poor and the marginalized. When we
present, believe and live out the gospel message, transformation takes place.

Canyou give us a few examples?

I remember listening to the story of a man at one of our recovery centres in
Australia who had an alcohol problem. He went out and bought himself a
trombone even though he had no idea how to play it. The officer in charge of the
institution played in the local corps band and spent time with this man, teaching
him to play the instrument and mentoring him in his walk with the Lord.

This man accepted Christ and can now speak confidently of his own sense of
worth as a child of God.

In South America, I heard the story of a young officer who testified how the
home league influenced her mother. Her whole household changed because her
mother had heard the gospel message at the home league meeting and now she
is an officer of The Salvation Army.

These stories are real and they're still happening today. Lives are being
transformed and it's what makes it worthwhile to get up in the morning and do
what we have to do.

You long for “anArmy where all cultures are equally accepted.” How are we
doing in this respect?

I sense a growing acceptance and celebration of our differences. I'm hoping
we'll capture a sense of that in the 2015 International Congress as the world
comes together in London, England.

People say to me, “How do you deal with the tension between the developed
world and the developing world?” I've been surprised that there are not that
many differences. We are more of a family than we think we are.

There can be a tension between diversity and uniformity in the Army. What
arethe non-negotiables when it comes to Army distinctives?

What binds us together is our common belief that the Bible is the inspired
message of God, that it reveals his plan of salvation for the world. That's the
bedrock to start with. We're also a covenanted people we sign the Soldiers'
Covenant and Officers' Covenant.

My wife and I have travelled to officers' councils in four of the zones this year
and there is a sense of unity. Our doctrines also help in binding us together they
shape and guide the principles of our faith. Also, everywhere I go, people talk
about how valuable the weekly prayer meeting has been for them. There is a
sense of ownership for Salvationists in knowing they are praying for the Army
around the world.

Another thing that brings us together is our use of the mercy seat. I've been
moved in each of the zones that I've visited this year to see how naturally and
wonderfully people make use of the mercy seat for prayer, dedication and
commitment.

Lastly, our dress code is a clear, visible way to show that we belong to The
Salvation Army. I know there are negative connotations to wearing the uniform
in some parts of the world, but I've found that it's a wonderful way to open
doors. As we travel, people stop us in airports and talk to us about their
connections with the Army. I don't believe in God's secret service. This is an
easy way to make sure we're visible.

Is the Army too top-heavy in its administration? How do we restructure to
maximize our resources?

I'm a firm believer that good administration leads to effective mission
outcomes, but there's a fine line between good administration and undue
bureaucracy. I think we should be continually reviewing the relevance of our
policies and procedures and the cost of our administration. The only reason
headquarters exist is to support the front-line mission and be a resource.

Getting the balance right is a challenge in many places and we should never
lose our focus. I know that in every territory that I have served in, we’ve had a
careful look at our structure because, if we get the balance wrong, we can suck
up far too great a proportion of our resources just to keep the machinery going,
and that's not our purpose. We’re there to continue to ensure that souls are being
saved, suffering humanity is served and that we're growing disciples.

Chile!s'Arica/Salvation’Army,school band]
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Last fall (autumn), you invited young people to share their voice by
submitting videos for the January 2014 General's Consultative Council.
Howdidthat project go?

We received more than 200 videos and were very pleased with the
exceptionally good response. I viewed a large number of the videos and I don't
feel a huge disconnect with the visions and dreams youth have and the things
that they aspire to. This was a great way for us to build bridges, rather than say
there's a generation gap. The Council was the first springboard to opening
opportunities for youth in many territories.

What other steps will the Army take to ensure that youth have avoice?

I don’t want young people to be considered the Army of the future ... they are
the Army today. Only they can effectively reach their generation. And so we
need to empower them, support them and engage them. Instead of looking at
young people with the mindset of, “In a few years' time, they might be able to
take over from us,” we must see it as a partnership that’s real now.

For the 2015 Congress, I've asked planners to ensure that we don't marginalize
young people to an alternative platform, but to include them as a very visible
part of the main events.

You dream of an Army that shuns the dependency culture. What does this
mean?

If you look at the One Army vision statement, we talk about increasing self-
support and self-denial. In the developed world, how many corps are self-
financing and how many rely on mission support grants? I think there is a
certain dependency culture even in western society when it comes to the
evangelical work of The Salvation Army. I believe that if all Salvationists
tithed, a lot of the financial problems would be resolved, certainly with regard
to the sustainability, development and growth of our evangelical and corps
work.

The dependency goes further in other parts of the world, where we simply say,
“Here's a desperate need and we’re looking for someone to fund it.” I think that
many of our territories have more resources at our disposal than we readily
recognize. We might be cash-poor in some areas, but we are usually asset-rich
when you look at our buildings and properties. We need to be a little more savvy
about how we maximize our stewardship and management of some of those
facilities. With a bit of creativity and thought, we could do a lot more and not
look to someone else all the time to pay for our next meal. We do have resources
at our disposal, so changing that attitude is going to give us a huge start.

What are the top challenges facing the Army today? What keeps you awake at
night?

Emergency situations such as the Philippines typhoon in November make me
uneasy because I know just how thinly it stretches our personnel and financial
resources to respond to crises of that magnitude.

Another major concern is when I hear of people who belong to the Army
whether soldiers or officers who fail to maintain the standards, particularly in
cases of abuse. Those are horrendous issues that we have to deal with and often
have huge repercussions in the lives of individuals, often to the point of
scarring them for life. Those issues challenge me to the core of my being and
cause me to reflect in the hours of darkness.

Fortunately, there are a lot of positives in this organization. Seeing a lot of
positive change and evidence of transformation is what helps me get through a
lot of the other challenges.

How can Salvationists help make these dreams a reality?

My only call or challenge would be to ask them to consider these dreams. I'm
not saying they should just go and do it without proper reflection, but to pause
and think about what they would need to change in order to make these dreams
areality in their own lives.

iThe General beginsa'glory,march'atithe)
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What is God's love like? %« »

our mom and dad love you very much and you love them

too. You even love your brothers and sisters, even if they

drive you crazy sometimes. Certainly your grandma and
grandpa love you and you love your BFF (best friend for life).
Think for a moment about these people and why it is that you
love them....How wonderful that we can have place in our hearts
tolove all these people! God loves us too, much more than any of
these important people in our lives and wants to help us love
others exactly like He does too.

1 Corinthians 13:1-8(NIV)

1 Iflspeakin the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have
love, lam only aresounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

2 If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can mowe
mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing.

3 If I give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to
hardship that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain
nothing.

Let's read through 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 and learn about
God's love and then let's look at what Paul says we are like if we
don't have love. Write down what you have learntin the hearts.

One of the characteristics of love is that it is kind. Without God's
love in our lives we would find it hard to be kind to the new girl or
boy in our class this year and to make friends with them, when all
your other friends are afraid to. Why don't you ask God to help
you this year to show His love to your teachers and school
friends. They deserve to be loved just like you.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, itis not proud.

5 It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Lovedoesnotdelightinevil butrejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where
thereis knowledge, it will pass away.
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*Applicants must be between the ages of 5 & 13 years of age.

Birthday:
Corps/Centre:
Wh a t IO ve E-mail to safeditorial@saf.salvationarmy.org or write to

The editor, PO Box 1018, Johannesburg 2000.
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Play this game with a friend and see who can
get 3 in a row. Colour your pieces different
colours to make up 2 teams.
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e are so thankful to the Almighty

that our coming to Kenya West

Territory has been such a blessing
tousasawhole.

When we first arrived the people welcomed
us into their family as brothers and sisters.
They genuinely and honestly prayed for and
with us. Oh, the generosity of the
Salvationists in Kenya West Territory! We
experienced the same (if not more)
generosity that the apostle Paul writes about
to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 8 9:9) about the
Macedonian Church!

Service! Not all Corps have a Band - in fact
out of the over 1500 centres of Salvation
Army worship there are probably about 30
centers which have an Army Band! But all
Corps Outposts go to Open Meetings every
Sunday. So it can be said, statistically, that
there are 1500 Open Air meetings in Kenya
West Territory every Sunday! What a
wonderful way of spreading the Good News
of' salvation from sin to the world.

As aresult of these ministries, the Territory
does not have enough space to
accommodate young people who offer for

Over and above our appointments to lead the Territorial Business
Administration Section we were offered opportunities to facilitate
workshops/seminars and to lead Sunday meetings. We
fellowshipped with and ministered to people in their homes, farms,
businesses, offices and government institutions. We ministered to
thousands of school children in some of the 450 schools sponsored
by The Salvation Army and at Territorial Women Ministries Rallies,
Junior Home League Rallies, Youth/Children Congresses, Youth
'Crusades' - young people getting practically involved in evangelism
- and Men's Rallies; these moments we will live to cherish for the
rest of our lives.

Territorial events in Kenya West are organized and conducted
outside in stadiums, school grounds or open fields as there are no
halls big enough to accommodate the number of soldiers who attend.

Our ministry has been enhanced by witnessing the opening of new
Corps and Outposts almost every month. We have witnessed the
opening and dedication of two new Districts and one new Division in
the last three years. The Word of God is being preached and reaches
out to those who are able to hear. Kenya West Territorial ministries
are operated through the devolved/delegated administration of the 9
Divisions and 11 Districts and all of them, except for two, can be
reached within the radius of 150km. There is a Salvation Army Corps
or Outpost within +- 7 kilometer distance. And almost every Corps is
attached and ministers either to a primary or secondary school
sponsored by the Territory. The Salvation Army is making a
contribution to people's lives by sharing of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, in health and community development projects, in education,
training and empowering and caring the less privileged in Kenya.
There are also several special schools for the physically challenged.
Faith is undoubtedly in action in the Territory. We are grateful to God
that, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we found ourselves
serving alongside God's people in this great Territory.

Some of the ministry imperatives we witnessed have been the
commitment and dedication of the Salvationists to the Mission of
The Salvation Army. They build their own Corps Halls and Officers'
Quarters without any help, except for a Mission Support Roofing
Grant (which covers less than 1% of the total cost).

Majority of their Corps Halls are built for a capacity of 500 and
above. Every Corps takes responsibility to pay their Officers
Allowances and all other expenses without any grant from Territorial
Headquarters. Of the 20 Commands (9 Divisions and 11 Districts)
none receive an operational grant from THQ. Almost 70% of the
Corps/Outposts have no electricity, running water or sewerage
system, but the happiness and willingness to serve in the Lord's
vineyard by His people are abundant.

Every Corps and Outpost has a Standard for a Sunday Service they
all conduct what is known as 'Morning Glory' at six or seven in the
morning - they all conduct an Open Air Meeting before the Indoor
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full time service as Officers. There are 31
Cadets in the Training College - 45 prospective candidates were
turned away (due to lack of space!) and placed on a waiting list for the
next session, and they have already been assessed and accepted.
There are over 150 Candidates application forms waiting for
processing. The Lord is calling for labourers and young people are
responding to that Divine Call. The new Officers Training College
currently under construction is set to accommodate 100 Cadets for
training when complete in 18 months.

It has been a learning experience for us as we serve God alongside
His dedicated men and women. We have been enriched. The Army in
Kenya West is more culturally grounded a Kenyan Army, an African
Army! They worship in their cultural settings. They glorify God, sing
and dance in their culturally relevant ways/styles, and many people
are attracted and feel welcome to these services. When on the march,
where there is no Army band, they sing their traditional worship
choruses/songs, marching to the beat of their traditional drums and
steps. To be more relevant and effective, even the Bands will turn to
the traditional songs and choruses! However they will always
proudly raise the Army Flag and preach the Word without being
ashamed. It is wonderful scenery to witness to the glory of God. The
'Gospel Dances' by youth, children, men and women groups are an
attraction to the community and avail an opportunity to preach the
Word.

We have no regrets at all as we leave to serve God elsewhere. It has
been a blessing and an enriching experience. God has been so good to
us. His people have been so wonderful, loving, generous, caring and
supportive. Christ's Great Commission came to light in our lives on a
daily basis. The Holy Spirit has been our Counselor, Comforter and
Strength. We can testify that Jesus Christ's sending words as found in
Matthew 10 and Luke 10:1 23 are true and have been fulfilled in our
lives.

We are grateful to God for the privilege of service.

“O Thou God of every nation,
We now for thy blessing call....

Fill us with thy Holy Spirit....
Give us more holy living......
Bless our General, Bless our leaders,
Bless our Officers as well.

Bless our converts, bless our soldiers,
Speed the war 'gainst sin and hell.
Bless our Army, Bless our Army!
We will all thy goodness tell.”
William James Pearson (622 SASB)

Lt Colonels Mabaso are now serving respectively as International
Auditor and Programme Administration Olfficer for the 2015
International Congress

THE WAR ERY
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wonder what the first thought is when you think of the month February? Love or
romance is the most likely answer Valentine’s Day!!

It was Christmas Eve and I walked into a well known stationery shop in
a popular shopping mall to finish my Christmas shopping and passed a
trolley piled high with new goods. I looked a second time and could
not believe what [ saw - Valentine’s Cards etc. Christmas 2013 had
not yet happened and already the store owners were looking to another
quick ‘buck’ - Valentine’s Day 2014. Quickly I erased that from my
mind and made my way down the aisle where the Christmas Cards were
still occupying the shelves. [ heard a chuckle and turned to see two elderly
gentlemen trying to choose a suitable card for their respective wives and heard
one of them say “We actually do not need all this soppy stuff!”” and giggled again. They had
obviously been married a good number of years judging from their age. My first thought was
'how wonderful, that they still are looking for that special card for someone they love...but
nothing too soppy! I was very tempted to tell them about the Valentine’s cards but carried on
with my own shopping. Mind you I did wonder what they would be doing nearer the 14
February!

In John 13 verse 34 we read: “A new command I give you: Love on another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another.”

We so often sing
“A new commandment I give unto you.
That you love one another as I have loved you
By this shall all men know
That you are my disciples
If you have love one for another”
To love...

What a special gift, to love the unloved, to love unconditionally, to love your life’s partner,
to love a friend. Remember that Jesus was about to embark on a journey that not even his
closest friends could share. Even if they could, they deserted Him in the garden. They were
not available! Jesus journeyed alone from Gethsemane to the cross in order that our
redemption might be won. WHAT LOVE!! What a lonely journey. Where was that love of
friendship?

Read that verse again. Jesus gave a command; he did not offer an option. They, and we, are to
love each other, as he loved them and as he loves us.

How did he love them? With acceptance! He knew all about them and still loved them. Much
like those two delightfully happy gentlemen I encountered looking for cards for their beloved!
It is obvious they love with acceptance, well that is how I perceived their enjoyment. Through
all the years of happiness, sorrow, and probably trials too. Yet they just wanted to share their
appreciation.

Jesus loved his friends forgivingly and generously, being willing to share with them all he
could offer. He loved them enough to carry their burdens and to carry them to the heart of his
Father in prayer.

A songster song published in Gems No. 6 way back in 1960 expresses the sentiment of love
standing the test of time. May this prayer as written by Brigadier J. Buck be the desire of
your heart as you seek to serve the Lord through the gift of music...

Love’s gift is God’ gift - God is all loving,
We can be like Him in this blest quest;
Let love's sweet echo in you be resounding:
Love will live on, for love stands the test.

Love stands the test, Love gives its best,
Love planned our life’s course, designedly blest;
Love won in the Garden,

Love climbed the Green Hill;

Love will live on, for love stands the test.

God bless you
EEBRUARY$20:14] Helen Tuck
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eneral John Larsson’s fascinating and

fast-moving book 1929 - A crisis that

shaped The Salvation Army s future -
whetted the appetite of its readers for a sequel.
In that book we felt the tidal flow of change
and shared the vision of those who,
reluctantly but rightly, believed the still-
young Army had outgrown the precedent of a
leader nominated by his/her predecessor and,
instead, should have a Leader elected by
his/her peers. This book fulfils the need of a
sequel admirably and, in the process, dispels
lurking assumptions that the High Council is a
dull but necessary institution. Like its
predecessor, this book is compelling reading.

Members of High Councils have always been
people just like us: flawed and redeemed.
Like us, their wide experience gained in
Salvation Army warfare and their mature
judgements owe much, if not everything, to
the Holy Spirit. As we read these chapters it’s
clear that the blending of human experience
with the guiding presence of the Holy Spirit is a supreme element

Council has aspired to achieve our heavenly
Father’s intentions. Inside a High Council
reveals how sincere that longing is, as the
sense of destiny with which each member
votes demonstrates.

General Larsson makes clear that each High
Council reflects the growth and
development of our Army: essentially, its
members are forward-looking, intent on
facing the future in partnership with God.
This long-established institution therefore,
is not sterile, but progressive and has served
us well; any backward look to previous High
Council minutes is for reference only.

When the General-elect has been declared
how fitting that he/she should have the
support of every member of the Council! It
is fitting also, that every member signs the
Certificate of Election and Appointment
which, on completion, is presented to the
General-elect.

in the work of the Council. Did not God create our movement? This is a must-read book for all who are linked with our Army Itis

Has he not continued to own it? By prioritising faith, prayer, wise atreasure.
questions, thoughtful answers and presentations each High

Commissioner Harry Read
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he War Cry turns 131
years old! How has your

life been changed by the
War Cry?

I met The Salvation Army as a
teenager at a Mall in Goodwood,
Cape Town where Envoy Neville
Hitchcock was selling War Crys.
He invited me to the Corps and I
accepted very carefully, not sure
about this unusually dressed
church goer!

When I walked in the door of
Goodwood Corps, I knew and
felt immediately that I had
“come home”. I did not know it
yet, but God had called me to this
Corps. I was met by friendly,
open people who made me feel
very welcome. I was promptly
invited to youth and Junior Miss
and soon to the music practices.
Besides me getting “busy” in the
Corps, I had wonderful Officers,
in the persons of Majors Howard
and Myra Sercombe, that helped
me understand what it meant to
be a Salvationist and took care of
me spiritually and loved me.

They taught me all those years
back what a Corps needed to be
like and as I have now served and
soldiered at various Corps
throughout the Territory, this is
what I look for and try to imitate.
I thank God for my “home”
Corps and my first Officers.

During the last 2 years I have
been privileged to be part of that
tool that helps people start
conversations with people on the
streets, at the Corps, during
Carolling and at Malls so that
they too might find a place called
“home”.

In this 130" year, I want to look
back on the lives that have been
changed and the Editors that
have served in this ministry. If
you have a story to tell or you
have a favourite article that you
want to have me reprint, please
contact m e at
safeditorial@saf.salvationarmy.
co.za or use our postal address
(see page 2 for details).

THE\WARI(CRY{4



Territonral News

enrichmentiseminar;Mid

.

S22 22D

23 couples attended marriage enrichment seminar held at Durban Central Corps.

Eastern|Cape 16 days/of/activitism!

IMen’s/Fellowship|Conference' Mid KZNr20135
1

Captain Nhandara addressing
Men’s Fellowship members who
attended the conference and
Certificate of Appreciation
awarded to Imbali Corps for their
effortin Men’s Fellowship group.

Chesterville Corps also received
the certificate for their Men’s
Fellowship effective structure.
Men knelt before God after the
sermon was delivered by Captain
Nandara.
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The Ambassador for Finland, Mr
Peti Salo sponsored gifts and a
meal for the children at Carl
Sithole Centre. Captains Tero and
Metti Saajoranta arranged for a
walking tour of the premises with
various stakeholders, including
the Finnish Consulate, after
which the children sang for the
guests and had a visitor all the
way from Lapland.

A Community project in
Gaphaahla has opened the doors
for the Division to network closely
with the community with the
thought to start an outpost of
Seshego Corps there.

[UpcomingiNews

TERRITORIAL CONGRESS
COMMISSIONING 2014 27 SEPTEMBER -
IN EAST LONDON 3 OCTOBER 2016

This significant event will also
coincide with the anniversary of our
Territorial Strategic Plan (2011-
2016), and will be lead by our world
leaders, General André and
Commissioner Silvia Cox. The
congress will be held in the Mid
KZN Division and the congress
venue will be confirmed soon.

THE WAR GERY
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APPOINTMENTS

Captains Bethuel & Beauty Masala (Inkonisa Corps) are appointed
Corps Officers of Evutha Corps (Eastern KwaZulu-Natal Division)
effective 2 January 2014.

Lieutenant Zimkitha Mlotshwa (Vryheid Corps) is appointed Corps
Officer of Vleifontein Corps (Limpopo Division) effective 26 January
2014.

Auxiliary Captain Emmanuel and Rosemary Mdluli (Hammarsdale
Corps) are appointed Corps Officers of Bruntville Corps in the Mid
Kwa-Zulu Natal Division effective 31 January 2014.

PROMOTIONS

Effective 6 January 2014

We are pleased to announce that the following officers have been
promoted to the rank of Major.

Captain Naomi Malinga

Captain Thomas Sesedi

Captain Xoliswa Sithole

We congratulate our comrades and pray that their future service and
ministry will be blessed by God.

EARLY RETIREMENT

Aux Captain Mildred Mthembu. Early Retirement on medical grounds
effective 28 February 2014. Her last appointment was Barkerville Corps
in Eastern Cape Division. We pray God's blessings upon this Officer as
she prepares to enter into retirement and for the service she has rendered
to God and The Salvation Army.

OFFICERSHIP CONCLUDED

Lieutenant Ntombebhongo Mkize. Conclusion of active service
effective 6 December 2013. Her last appointment was Soshanguve
Corps in Central Division.

Captain Dumisani Fakude. Conclusion of active service effective 6
January 2014. His last appointment was DY'S & Vosloorus Corps Officer
in Central Division.

Lieutenant Gundo Mulangaphuma. Conclusion of active service
effective 13 January 2014. His last appointment was Steenbok Corps
Officer in Mpumalanga and Swaziland Division.

Lieutenant Mthobisi Thwala. Conclusion of active service effective 13
January 2014. His last appointment was Vereeniging Corps in Central
Division.

We recognize with gratitude to God, the service rendered by our
comrades and wish them God's blessing in the future.

BEREAVEMENTS
Major Lucia Harry De Randamie’s father was promoted to glory on
16 January 2014.

Since January 2011, Salvationists from The Salvation Army
worldwide have been called to pray unceasingly crying out
day and night for justice as part of the Global Call to 24-7
Prayer. Groups of Salvationists are saying yes to praying non-
stop during their chosen time period. This means that
someone from the registered Corps or Centre will have
someone praying atall times.

150th Anniversary | 1-5 July 2015 | London, UK

EEBRUARY#20,14]

Wednesday 1st July

08:30  International Prayer Meeting

09:00  Registration, Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display opens

10:00  International Officers’ Councils

15:00  Concert (ticketed). Musical (ticketed)

18:00  Arenadoorsopen

19:00  OpeningRally (Session 1)

22:00  YoungAdult Late Night Option

23:00  Registration, Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display closes

Thursday 2nd July - Founder's Day Celebration

08:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display opens

08:30  International Prayer Meeting

10:00  March down to The Mall. Musical (ticketed)

11:00  Outdoor concerts around London. East End walkabout tours (ticketed)

15:00  Concert (ticketed). Musical (ticketed)

16:00  Concert (outdoor stage)

18:00  Arenadoors open

19:00  Session2

22:00  YoungAdult Late Night Option

23:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display closes

Friday 3rd July

08:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display opens. Concert (outdoor stage).
International Moral and Social Issues Council (IMASIC) Breakfast Meeting

08:30  International Prayer Meeting

09:00  Arenadoorsopen

10:00  Session3

12:30  Concert (outdoor stage)

15:00  Concert (ticketed). Musical (ticketed). Seminar (ticketed)

16:00  International Social Justice Commission (ISJC Reception)

18:00  Arenadoorsopen

19:00  Session4

22:00  YoungAdult Late Night Option

23:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display closes

Saturday 4th July
08:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display opens. Concert (outdoor
stage)

08:30  International Prayer Meeting

09:00  Arenadoors open. Nursery & Children's venues open
10:00  Session5

12:30  Concert (outdoor stage)

15:00  Concert (ticketed). Musical (ticketed). Seminar (ticketed)
16:00  International Social Justice Commission (ISJC Reception)
18:00  Arenadoors open. Nursery & Children's venues open
19:00  Session6

22:00  YoungAdult Late Night Option

23:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display closes
Sunday Sth July

07:00  Holding area for luggage open

08:00  Trade Superstore, Exhibit Zone and Historic Display opens
08:30  International Prayer Meeting

09:00  Arenadoors open. Nursery & Children's venues open
10:00  Session7

12:30  Congress ends See page 16 for more information
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8th International Congress

Be a part of history...
Join an anticipated attendance of 16,000 + delegates
Live-streamed across the world

. o Boundless 2015
Website www.boundless2015.org _
Registration begins January 2014 @@BoundlessZOlS

Featuring International Staff Band and Songsters
Worship and Arts Groups from around the world

Registration With Without
Type Travelcard Travelcard
Adult £99 £79
Child £49
(6 months - 10 years)
Child £69 £49
(11 years - 16 years)
Senior £79 £69
{ et &5 yeai)

e

As a fully registered delegate you will
receive admission to all general
sessions (7), a delegate bag with

Congress materials, first option to
purchase tickets to all ticketed concerts
and if selected, a 7 day London
Travelcard. Visit the webpage for more
details and to register.
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