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From the Editor

My prayer for you is that this Easter 
celebration will bring you closer to 
this living, loving Jesus who in turn 
will bring you closer to the Father 
He loved and obeyed – for YOUR 
sake.
Every Blessing   
Margaret

THE ABC'S OF SALVATION:  If 
you are searching for peace, joy, 
love then you need search no more 

all of that and more is found in a relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  It's a simple journey – this 
will help…..
A ADMIT YOU ARE A SINNER 

- that sounds a little daunting. But 
honestly is it difficult to admit you’ve 
messed up?  We all have.  The Bible 
reminds us that we all, like sheep, have 
gone astray.  There are moments in your 
life that when you wish you had never 
said something, seen somethings done 
something. We have a sinful nature.  You 
can’t change what you don’t name so say 
to God – I admit I'm a sinner

B BELIEVE IN JESUS
-Admitting that you are a sinner is 
confessing you have a need. You can use 
all sorts of means to meet that need.  You 
can work till you drop and make a lot of 
money in this world, you can become 
famous, you can drink, you can take 
drugs, you can chase after anything in 
order to fill the void you have in your life.  
In Christ you will find life in all 
abundance. In Him you will find 
forgiveness and joy. In Him you will find 
satisfaction and the void will be filled.  
Unless you declare that Jesus Christ is 
Lord of Lords and King of Kings you 
cannot know Him and the joy He brings.  
The word believe carries with it a 
directive to live a life that demonstrates 
that you have accepted Jesus and your 
Saviour.  

C COMMIT YOURSELF TO A LIFE OF 
SERVING OTHERS
- A life committed to God will result in a 
life committed to others through the 
power the Holy Spirit places within you.

Jesus died so that you could enjoy eternal life.  
Please let us know if you have decided to 
follow Jesus and we will make sure you get 
some resources to help you on this special 
journey to the heart of God.

Easter is a season of complete 
contrasts.  We have the absolute 
sadness of the betrayal of a friend, 
the mockery of a trial and the 
devastation of the cross.  Then a few 
days later we have the celebration of 
life over death.  In a very short space 
of time we have the possibility of 
reconciliation, we have the joy of 
shouting “Death where is your 
sting?” We can stand on the promise 
and say “there is  now NO 
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” 

Because of Easter there was a shift in the 
Spiritual realm.  Death was the devils biggest 
joy and now it had lost its power.  Romans and 
Hebrews hold some of the most powerful 
Scriptures around the completeness of the 
forgiveness and newness of our Relationship 
with God thanks to the Easter moment.  It is 
truly a moment in time when the power of sin 
over the lives of mankind was broken once for 
all!!

Hebrews 10:11-25 speaks about the Holy 
Spirit testifying that we are now in a New 
Covenant with God.  The Law of God has 
been written on our hearts – we no longer obey 
out of fear but out of love, and suddenly we 
have a new found confidence to enter into the 
Most Holy Place – the inner sanctum of God's 
presence.  We are washed clean by the blood 
of Jesus who opens this way for us. So we have 
a closer communion with God through the Son 
helped by the Holy Spirit and the result is we 
love to be in each other’s presence and we love 
to encourage one another and we love it when 
the Church works as a body to bring about 
good “deeds” which bring honour to God.

Romans 8:1 reminds us that because of this 
there is no longer any condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus.  When we walk we 
walk in Christ, we are led not by the spirit of 
fear or the spirit of the world but by the Holy 
Spirit.

I pray that this Easter will be a blessed time for 
all of you and the Christ of Easter will fill your 
lives with His love, - remember “Only as I 
truly know Him  can I make Him truly known.  
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round the world on Easter morning, many 
Christians will gather for a sunrise service in 
which the proclamation will be made: ‘He is A

risen!’

What a glorious celebration Easter Sunday represents 
for each one of us! God, in raising Christ, has broken the 
power of sin and set us free. God, in raising Christ, has 
established a sure eternal future for each one of us.

The chorus to Robin and Bill Wolaver’s song ‘Make His 
Praise Glorious’ says: ‘Shout with joy to God all the 
earth, sing glory to his name. Tell aloud his marvellous worth, his 
righteousness proclaim. Glory and honour and blessing and 
power be unto the Lord! Come and let us make his praise 
glorious.’ 

As we celebrate the reality and the glory of the risen Christ, our 
hearts are filled with praise and worship as we gain new insight 
and understanding of God’s eternal purposes and his plan of 
salvation for the world.

For many people religion is nothing more than an intellectual 
philosophy – something that we do only on special occasions or 
in a specific context which, sadly, has no bearing on the way that 
we live and act in our lives. 

Sadly, too easily we can miss the point, for the whole message of 
Easter tells about life-changing power. It is not about philosophy 
or religion; it is about a personal relationship with God, made 
possible through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross!

Paul, in writing to the Colossians, says: ‘Since, then, you have 
been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory’ (3:1-3 NIV).

Our relationship with Christ and his life within us enables us to 
look at things from a different perspective. Christ has become the 
centre of focus for our lives. It is far more than going through the 
motions, observing rituals and spiritual disciplines.

Things of this world are viewed with a different perspective, and 
this profoundly changes the way that we think and act. 

Here, Paul deals with the very practical matter of how 
men and women who have been reconciled with God 
should live.

It is as our spiritual eyes are opened that we gain ever 
more understanding of God’s eternal purposes and 
through faith we truly begin to experience triumph over 
darkness and despair.

Through the eyes of faith we have a greater 
understanding of God’s redemptive plan for the world as 
we find it in the Gospel message: ‘For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because 
they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son’ 
(John 3:16-18).

Sadly, in this world we do experience times of sorrow, loss of 
faith and despair. That, however, should not be the Christian 
norm! Sometimes we, like Mary, can look in the wrong place: 
‘“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”’ (Luke 24:5). 

Do we, at times, seek the Lord in places where he is not? We have 
all known what it is like to be burdened, weighed down with 
worry and care, not always realising that Jesus is actually with us!

We are, or should be, people with a resurrection gospel to 
proclaim. We are, ourselves, resurrection people; people who 
have experienced life-giving transformation in a personal 
encounter with the risen Christ. People experiencing the power 
and presence of the risen Christ in our lives! We are on the 
winning team. Do you believe it?

We are destined to be people of victory, not despair. Christ’s 
death on the cross and his resurrection on that first Easter 
morning broke, once and for all, the power and domination of sin. 
Christ’s resurrection broke the chains of death and darkness. That 
remains true today, no matter what we may see and experience in 
this world.

We are called to experience for ourselves the power and victory 
of the resurrection in our everyday lives. Let us lift up our heads 
and live as people who daily experience the victory that was won 
for us at Calvary!

The General’s Easter Message 2016
Breaking the Power of Sin

What’s happening
2-3 Orientation for Officer Retirees
8 Mothers’ Day
11-15 Candidates Assessment Conference
14-15 Junior Miss Rally (Northern KZN Division)
27 Programme Section Staff Team Building Retreat
20-22 Young Womens’ Fellowship & Junior Miss Rally 

(Eastern KZN Division)
26-29 Child Sponsorship Officers & Caregivers Training
27-29 Young Women’s Fellowship Rally (Eastern KZN 

Division)
28-29 Junior Miss & Junior Boys Rally (Central Division)
28-29 MASIC
29 OWSOMS Launch
29 Outreach Sunday (2nd)

APRIL
1 Candidates Sunday
11-15 Territorial Youth & Children’s Leaders Conference
15-17 Women’s Spiritual Retreat (Eastern & Western Cape 

Divisions)
21-23 Territorial Synthesis and Review (Territorial Leaders 

and TSRWG)
25-1
May Brengle (TBC)
26-28 SARPCO Conference (to be held in Malawi)
27 Freedom Day (Public Holiday)

MAY
1 Workers’ Day (Public Holiday)
2 Public Holiday

General
André Cox



Installation of New Divisional Leaders
around our Territory
Eastern KwaZulu Natal Division

The Eastern KwaZulu Natal Division welcomed 
their new Divisional Leaders: Divisional 
Commander Major Thomas Dlamini and the 
DDWM Major Doris Dlamini.  On Saturday 23 
January the Territorial Commander Colonel Keith 
Conrad and the TPWM Colonel Yvonne Conrad 
introduced the new leaders to the Officers and 
Local Officers of the Division and on Sunday at 
Wangu Corps the new leaders were introduced to 
the soldiers and friends of the Army.  

Mpumalanga and Swaziland Division
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Northern KZN Division

On 23 January an Officers 
fellowship was held at Nongoma to 
introduce the Officers to their new 
Divisional Commander Major 
Lenah Jwili. The Major had hit the 
road running as she had to face her 
first major disaster, in that heavy 
rains had fallen and demolished the 
homes of many families. So on the 
Sunday  before  the  publ ic  
installation the Chief Secretary Lt. 

Colonel Kelly Igleheart and the TSWM Donna Igleheart, together with Major Jwilil 
visited the families who had been helped by The Salvation Army. 

The Sunday brought great excitement 
with a March of witness and an indoor 
meeting and the soldiers, friends, 
Local Officers, Junior solidiers and 
Officers witnessing the official 
installation of Divisional Commander 
Brendan Browski and the DDWM 
Captain Leanne Browski. 

On Saturday 16 January the Local 
Officers and Officers of Division 
came together to meet and greet their 
new Divisional Leaders.  The Chief 
Secretary Lt. Colonel Kelly Igleheart 
and the TSWM Lt. Colonel Donna 
Igleheart introduced Captains 
Brendan and Leanne Browski to their 
local leaders.

She is a woman of prayer and loves 
working with people. 
The DC preached a powerful sermon 
taken form Luke 9:57 – 62. 
The DC encouraged the soldiers to follow 
Jesus whole heartedly. In order for this 
Division to be where God wants we need 
to focus entirely on Him. We had three 
seekers who came to the mercy seat for 
prayer.

The Limpopo Division welcomed 
their new Divisional Leaders  Majors 
Herbert & Elizabeth Ngcobo The 
Divisional Leaders were accompanied 
by the Territorial Leaders Colonels 
Keith & Yvonne Conrad.
The DDWM gave a powerful 
testimony of her calling into full time 
ministry and encouraged all the ladies 
who were present. 

Limpopo Division

They brought with them counselling, 
comfort, prayers and much needed 
food parcels. There was a march of 
witness followed by a rousing indoor 
meeting. The Mayor of Vryheid –The 
honourable Mayor P Khaba was 
present and acknowledged the 
ministry of The Salvation Army 
especially over this time of great need.  
Divisional Commander Major L. Jwili 
shared from God's word and “glory 
crowned the mercy seat” as many 
responded and began seeking after the 
heart of God.
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or the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God!”F

                     (I Cor. 1:18)
As usual, this Easter Friday and Easter Sunday will be no 
different than before, as millions of Christians across the 
world descend on churches to observe once again the 
great work Jesus had done on the cross and His victorious 
rising from the grave. Easter Friday and Easter Sunday 
are the two most observed holy days on the Christian 
Calendar as Christians celebrate the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

When Jesus hung on the cross those many years ago, there were 
several bystanders who experienced the transformational power 
of the cross. Standing beneath the cross, the death of Jesus had 
such a profound impact on the hard-bitten Roman soldier, so 
much so that he cried out; “Truly, this man was the Son of God.” 
One of the robbers who hung next to Jesus came face to face with 
his own iniquity and the innocence of Jesus that he asked Jesus to 
remember him, to which Jesus replied; “Today you will be with 
me in paradise.” Even nature itself acknowledged the great deed 
of redemption of mankind by Jesus, when darkness came upon 
the earth. We also learned that the graves could not hold their dead 
as an earthquake caused the graves to open up. The power of the 
cross at work!

 Like the old song in our Salvation Army song book says about the 
cross, that although, an 'emblem of suffering and shame' and, ‘so 
despised by the world, has a wondrous attraction for me;’ it 
indeed has a wondrous attraction, for many carry the cross as a 
piece of jewelry (necklace). 

Many has this ‘emblem of suffering and shame’ as a 
beautiful pair of earrings. It has become an item of 
adornment to countless men and women, boys and girls. 
People are not ashamed of the cross! Some wear it as a 
lucky charm and others believe it will protect them from, 
and ward off evil, such power the cross has.

Wherever the cross is worn today, it is ‘God’s signature’, 
of a redemption that was paid by the life blood of his Son 
Jesus two thousand years ago, which freed us from the 
power of sin. Through the cross, our sin and our guilt was 

taken away. John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world.” Through the cross, the wrath of 
God, which we so justly deserved, was removed. Through the 
cross, God reconciled us to himself. 

Today, it is to the cross that we still cling. Today, the 
transformational power of the cross is still evident as men and 
women seek Jesus in their darkest hour of need. The cross of Jesus 
continues to draw men to God and salvation. 

The world needs to experience the transformational power of the 
cross through Jesus today, as mankind continues in a downward 
spiral into degradation and sin. And as believers, we need to 
reflect the message of the cross to the world that, because of the 
cross of Jesus, we can live in freedom from sin, for Jesus has paid 
the price for our salvation, offering us eternal life!

Let us embrace the cross of Jesus, for it is to us, who are saved,  
the power of God!

The Transformational Power of the Cross!
The Territorial Commander’s Easter Message

C passion
omP n eatie c

F itha
Love

Colonel
Keith W. Conrad  



n the course of my work teaching on religion and 
culture I am amazed at how many South African 
Christians insist on defending beliefs and I

practices that are based on everything else other than 
the Bible. One such practice is the veneration of the 
dead and in my teaching sessions I always explain 
that this practice belongs under African Traditional 
Religion (ATR). ATR, as many of its adherents would 
attest, is an independent and fully fledged religious 
system and is incompatible with Christianity.

What is common to both Christianity and ATR is they are 
monotheistic in that they affirm the idea of a mediator. For 
Christians this mediator is Jesus Christ and for followers of 
ATR it is ancestors. So ancestors are to a follower of ATR 
what Jesus is to a Christian, a mediator. As Christians we have 
ONE mediator - Christ Jesus - which is made clear in Paul’s 
letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 2:5).

In fact Jesus Himself and the work He did on the cross 
becomes redundant when people insist on approaching God 
via other mediators except Him. The Lord did not only die so 
that our sins are forgiven but also to give us access to God 
(Hebrews 4:16). Therefore a person who consults the dead 
while claiming that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life is 
contradicting himself (John 14:6). We also see a contradiction 
in that followers of ATR are less than a percentage and yet 
those who consult traditional healers and sangoms are about 
70% of the South African population (Isaiah 8:19).
  
The reason for this anomaly is the link between religion and 
culture in Africa. The two are so connected that it is often 
difficult to tell them apart. So while the religion has a 
miniscule following its influence is vast because it forms the 
bedrock of culture. Therefore people who continue to see 
culture as a source of their identity are unable to break off 
from some of its practices that God finds objectionable. 

The Scriptures are clear on the fact that God prohibits 
us from consulting the dead but some people think 
that their culture or ethnicity exempts them from 
obeying God’s word (Deuteronomy 18:9-12). They 
want the benefits of being God’s children while 
maintaining a worldview that is at odds with His. 
More disheartening for me is how necromancers 
continue to devalue and undermine what Jesus did for 
them on the cross of Calvary.     

They sing about the Lord’s death, resurrection and 
ascension but live their lives as if this important event never 
took place. Yet without this event we cannot celebrate Easter 
and Christianity or the Church would not exist.
(1 Corinthians 15:12-19).  

Freed by God - but imprisoned by culture -
Veneration of the dead does it have a place in a Christian’s life?

Pastor
Afrika Mhlophe
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Pastor Afrika Mhlophe is a young, dynamic pastor with a clear call and 
passion for God, interested in current and socio-economic issues and 
involved in community transformation. He is a family man and is currently 
based in Port Elizabeth pastoring Good News Community Church. His 
ministry regularly takes him to Estonia, Sweden and Nigeria. He serves on 
Transformation Christian Network (TCN) as an executive member and has 
been a presenter on Kingfisher FM on and off for more than 10 years, and is 
currently involved with Gateway News as chairman of the board and as a 
columnist. Afrika says: “My desire is to see God’s kingdom permeate every 
sphere of society. I am burdened by the fact that Christians are shying away 
from involving themselves in current and topical issues” Afrika is also a 
speaker at the Mighty Men Conferences. 

Books by the Pastor Afrika 

ava i l ab l e  a t  R200  f rom 

info@afrikam.co.za

• Freed by God but imprisoned by 

culture

• Christianity and the veneration 

of ancestors

Comments or letters welcome:

saf_editorial@salvationarmy.org

SAVE THE
DATE

Territorial 
Congress

30 September
- 2 October

2016

Join the international conversation- live 
stream, watch the Bible Study take part at :  
http://www.salvationarmy.org/onearmy 
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t was a crisp night, Dec. 23, 2012, when I found 
myself in the parking lot of a treatment center in 
South Georgia. My wife dropped me off at the I

place I would spend the next 37 days and nights; I 
missed Christmas with my family for the first time in 
39 years.

I surrendered to God that night and dropped that 
heavy weight of addiction I had carried off and on for 
20 years. I was and am a Salvation Army officer.

I walked the dark road of addiction the same way a young man 
in an adult rehabilitation center (ARC) programme does, and 
the same way someone on the street or under a bridge does.

As a child, I did not feel nurtured, but rather experienced 
yelling, screaming, and judging. I broke my collarbone at 13, 
and still remember what I felt when I took that first pain pill. I 
sensed I could finally open up. I believe my addiction began 
then.

That feeling returned when I had my first drink of alcohol on a 
high school band trip. I never fit in, but that feeling left the 
moment I got drunk and all my friends thought it was cool.

My mom eventually kicked me out of the house, so I moved in 
with my friend’s family. They did not seem to care if I used 
drugs—maybe because they did so themselves, but I wanted it 
to stop.

During an altar call at a territorial youth institute, God called 
me to be a Salvation Army officer. Yet, I failed to cut ties with 
my friends and it did not take long for me to go back to using 
again. One day I woke with a massive hangover, and thought 
that the world would not care if another teenage drug addict 
died. I wondered how I could end my life. God soon after 
intervened through an officer, who asked if I would be a corps 
assistant. I said yes, and left for Aiken, S.C., clean and sober. I 
would enter the School For Officer’s Training later that year 
in 1981.

Whilst a corps officer at the Houston Temple Corps in 
Houston, Texas, in 1988, I was bit by a brown recluse spider 
while working in our garden. The pain was unbelievable.

I was prescribed pain medication at the emergency room to 
help dull the pain, which finally subsided. I felt better, but my 
addiction to pain medication picked up right where it left off 
over 30 years earlier.

Just a month later we discovered that our babysitter’s son had 
been molesting our two oldest children. I remember the 
feelings of helplessness, and anger just like it was yesterday. I 
remember hurting for my children, and feeling guilty that I 
was not there. Instead of dealing with the feelings in a 
productive way, I began an on-again-off-again 
struggle—every relapse sending me spiraling into a deep 
chasm of guilt so profound that I found it difficult getting in 
the pulpit to preach.

I distinctly remember being called to the hospital as 
the volunteer chaplain after an 8-day-old baby girl 
was killed. Her mother, a meth addict, mistook the 
child for a basket of dirty clothes, put her in the 
washing machine and ran it for the full cycle. The girl 
lay lifeless and bruised, and I prayed with the mother, 
who knew she would spend the rest of her life in 
prison. It should have brought me to my senses, but I 
continued down that road for another year.

Finally, one day my Divisional Commander 
confronted me about my drug use. He asked me specific 
questions, and I confessed. I was suspended, and instructed to 
go to treatment for a minimum of 30 days. I told my wife, 
“This time is going to be different,” and I knew she had all the 
reason in the world not to believe me.

Those 12 days of detox were one of the most difficult 
experiences of my life as my body rebelled against me with 
such force and pain. I had the gall to tell the same God I 
surrendered to just 12 days earlier, “You know, God, I thank 
you for answering my prayer, but I would have done it 
differently.”

I have never been more grateful than when my wife came to 
pick me up. I had not seen or heard from her since entering 
treatment a month earlier, and we both cried as we hugged.

The Army sent us to Atlanta as we would go on sick leave, a 
difficult period for us. For the past 20 years we had known and 
related to each other as “the addict” and “the one trying to fix 
the addict.” It was like we were total strangers, but I am 
forever grateful to the soldiers and officers of the Atlanta 
Temple Corps who ministered to us in ways we will forever 
remember.

Our Divisional Commander kept the promise he made to us 
that if we worked with our counselors and attended support 
meetings he would do all in his power to give us an 
appointment. We were appointed as corps officers in 
Greenville, Miss.

Let me state plainly and soberly: addiction is cunning, 
powerful and baffling. Above all, addiction is patient. It waits 
to jump on you. I hear in meetings sometimes that it is waiting 
out in the parking lot doing pushups.

We are now in our second appointment in sobriety, and things 
have improved significantly. I am attending meetings, 
ministering to my brothers and sisters in recovery, and God is 
good. Tomorrow morning I will wake up, pray that God will 
help me stay clean and sober another day, and tomorrow night 
I will thank him for helping me stay clean and sober another 
day. It’s that simple.

My name is Alan. I am a grateful believer who has struggled 
with drugs and alcohol, but am now in recovery. I reached 
three years clean and sober on Dec. 23, 2015.

An Officer Battles Addiction
(USA Southern Territory)

Addiction is cunning, powerful and baffling. 
Above all, addiction is patient. It waits to jump on you.

Major
Alan Phillips
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1   What Jesus washed during dinner

5   Where Jesus told the thief he

     would go

7   The disciple who was at the cross

8   Disciple who wanted to see

     Jesus’s scars

10 Owner of the tomb where Jesus

     was buried

11 Dinner Jesus celebrated the

     night he was arrested

12 The Mary who found the empty

     tomb

14 The disciple who betrayed Jesus

15 What made the scars in Jesus’s 

     hands

DOWN

2   What the soldiers used to make 

     Jesus a “crown”

3   The disciple who denied Jesus 

     thee times

4   The hill where Jesus died

6   The man the crowd set free

     instead of Jesus

9   Where Jesus was arrested

13 Jesus met two men on the road 

     to this town

ACROSS

Big Easter
Crossword

1 2

5

3

8

6 7

4

9

11

12 13

14

15

10



  THE WAR CRY10

They say the fields were all in flower
When Christ went forth to die!

The sun leaped up to mark the hour
Should hear His dying cry!

The gentle breeze caressed His head
As up the hill He trod;

The young grass cooled His feet, they 
bled;

Man’s brother – or his God?

But man stood by and saw Him pass,
Nor stretched a hand in aid,

Nor understood, nor cared, alas!
The price His love had paid.

But when the pains of death lay hold
On that all loving heart,

The sun withdrew his light; I'm told
The flowers fell apart.

The Wind sank down 
and held her breath,
All nature feared to know
The Lord of life embraced by death!
Would justice have it so?

And man, for whom this blood was 
shed,
Of all the world, but he,
Now dared to look upon the Dead
Who hung upon that tree!

And I? Shall I look on, pass by,
Forget the way He trod?
Or lift my heart to Him and cry
“My brother and my God!”?

Catherine Booth 
(Published on her 100th 
birthday 1983)

Good Friday
by Commissioner Catherine Bramwell-Booth

Genade, onbeskryflik groot
Het u aan my bewys
Verlore  seun 'n wegloopkind
Weer in die Vader-huis

Ek is die naam van kind nie werd –
Wou self my sake reël.
My lewe, kanse, tyd en geld
Is nutteloos vespeel

Maar U sien ver, oneindig ver.
U sien my honger, dors.
Nog voordat ek kon skuld bely,
Druk U my aan die bors.

Genade, onbeskryflik groot – 
Daar's fees, ek is weer tuis.
U seun bring my – verlore mens –
Weer in die Vaderhuis

Samson Masih Lyrics
79.79
Nyno & Yana Gata,gata fetelor 2009 

Genade, onbeskryflik groot

Carrying His own cross, He went out to the place of the skull (John 19:17)
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Europe's migrant children
The migrant crisis in Europe is proving to be almost 
impossible to monitor.  In February the world was shocked 
with the news that in 2015 some 26,000 child migrants arrived 
in Europe and and that at the moment the Europol's Chief of 
Staff told the Observer Newspaper “Its not unreasonable to 
say that we're looking at 10,000 plus children.” He added 
“Not all of them will be criminally exploited, some might 
have been passed on to family members.  We just don't know 
where they are, what they're doing or whom they are with.”
Europol office stated that criminal gangs known to be 
involved in human trafficking in Europe are now targeting 
refugees. There are fees that unaccompanied minors may be 
dragged into sex work, slavery and other illegal activity
Pray that these children are found and that God will 
protect them from the criminals that would exploit them, 

hurt them, and even kill them.  
83 year old appears in court in Plettenberg Bay accused of 
raping a 9 year old.
There are so many cases of children being raped in our 
country the reason for singling   this one out is the age of the 
accused. 
Pray that God will speak into the hearts of our people to 
protect, guide and guard our children.

Pornography
A Johannesburg man appeared in the Bloemfontein court 
facing 935 charges including the possession, manufacturing 
and distribution of child pornography as well as rape and 
sexual assault.
Pray for the victims of the horrendous crime and that 
justice will be swift and enough of a deterrent.
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The Father heart of God

Gazette

Prayer pointers

very Easter I am struck by the relationship between 
the Father and the Son. When we look back at the life 
of Jesus we see the proud Father as He announces the E

birth of His Son in the stars and via a myriad of angels. Then 
we have moments of precious Father Son time when at his 
baptism a voice is heard from heaven “this is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased”. But at Easter the relationship 
becomes a little more intense. We get to witness the Father and 
son in a moment of crisis. A moment when the Son will plead 
with the Father “if it be your will take this cup from me” but 
that is soon followed by “not my will, by Yours be done”.

Briar Whithead in her book Craving for love writes about the 
Father Son relationship experienced by Jesus and we can see 
what we lack when we have a generation of young people 
growing up without a father.

The Father and the Son

• The Father called his Son “beloved”, which means much 
loved or very dear.

• The Father was pleased with the Son and let him know 
his approval.  (Matthew 3:17)

• The Son sought his Father's approval …. “I seek not to 
please myself – but Him who sent me (John 5:30)

And there are many other Scriptures that indicate the type of 
relationship between the Father and the Son – a relationship 
that was really tested especially in the Garden and later on the 
Cross. But still Jesus could say with assurance “Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit”.

Just looking at Scripture we get a picture of the true nature of 
God the Father. For too many in our communities the idea is 
foreign as many will speak of an absent or abusive father.  
Briar Whithead records this about the nature of God.

He hears my cry, will not disappoint me, he offers me his 
companionship and unfailing love, adopts me as his child, 
hides me from trouble considers all my doings, never wants 
me to blush with shame or be confused, is close when I am 
broken-hearted, grants the desires and secret requests of my 
heart, grasps my hand, occupies himself with my every step, 
lifts my head, hears and answers me, looses my bonds and 
frees me, gives me irrepressible joy. He speaks to me, protects 
me, takes pleasure in me, will not forsake or reject me, puts a 
song in my heart, binds up my wounds and heals my inner self, 
picks me up and carries me, is my ally, puts my tears in a 
bottle, knows when I sit and get up and watches over me as I 
come and go, formed me in the womb and delivered me into 
the world. He hides me in the shadow of his wings, wants me 
to pour out my heart to him, goes before me, restores me, is 
full of loving compassion towards me, gives angels special 
charge over me, comforts me, wants to carry my burdens, 
loves and pities me, satisfies my longing soul, is committed to 
me, fills my mouth with laughter and singing, gives me sleep, 
knows when I am overwhelmed and rescues me, is gracious 
and full of compassion towards me, slow to anger, kind and 
full of mercy. He understands my weakness, teaches me, gives 
me good things, recompenses me, is gentle with me, avenges 
me, maintains my cause, strengthens my heart, counsels me 
with his eye upon me, heeds me, refreshes and supports me, 

1fulfils my plans, fills me with irrepressible joy .

And we know He loves me – gave His Son to die for me – so 
that…. I can know Him and be known by Him.

Does He know you? The Salvation Army is first and foremost 
a church where the broken will find healing, the shattered will 
find peace and the broken-hearted will find comfort. There is 
a Salvation Army near to you contact the local Corps 
(Church).

1 Whitehead Briar (2003) Craving for love Monarch books Michigan. Pg 67

PROMOTED TO GLORY
Envoy James Sambo ®. Steenbok Corps in the Mpumalanga 
and Swaziland Division. 
Major Alpheus Mavundla ® on 27 February 2016. The 
Major leaves behind Major Mary Mavundla.

BEREAVED
Aux. Captain Marinda Lang (Tembela Eventide Home), her 
mother Mrs Isabel Kruger was promoted to glory on 24 
January 2016.
Captain Felicia Christians-Hendricks ®, her father was 
promoted to glory on 2 February 2016.
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To serve Him Joyfully
Message from the Territorial President of Women’s Ministries

Joyfully His
WOMEN’S   MINISTRIES   2016

Colonel
Yvonne Conrad  

ear Sisters in Christ,D
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our International theme for women’s ministries this 
year is “Joyfully His”. 

This theme reminds me of a song in our Salvation 
Army song book that we used to love to sing as 
cadets, the beautiful words remind us to serve Him 
joyfully.

What can I say to cheer a world of sorrow?
How bring back hope where men have sorely failed?
Just where I am I'll speak the word of comfort,
Tell how for me Christ's sacrifice availed.

Chorus
Just where He needs me, my Lord has placed me,
Just where He needs me, there would I be!
And since He found me, by love He's bound me
To serve Him joyfully

We live in a world of so much sorrow. Around me I see people 
who have lost all hope and there is no joy in them anymore. 
God calls us, His church who are called by His name, to make 
a difference in a world He died for. People are looking for joy 
in so many tangible things that do not give joy. As a church we 
have an immense responsibility to save souls, serve suffering 
humanity and grow saints who will come to know and 
understand that true joy is only found in Christ alone. Psalm 
16:11 “In His presence is fullness of joy”.

Luke 24: 1 – 12 reminds us of that first Easter morning, it was 
early morning, the first day of the week, the third day after 
Jesus was crucified the women went to the tomb with 
expensive spices they had prepared to embalm the body of 
Jesus. Courageous women, knowing that they could get into 
trouble still made their way to the tomb. Nothing could stop 
them not even the heavy stone that was placed in front of the 
tomb.

The joy they experienced after hearing He is alive 
sent them to spread the good news to others so that 
they too can have hope. The Master is alive! May that 
be our message to all the women out there who are 
facing hopeless situations. He always brings light 
into dark situations and we experience the joy of 
knowing His presence is with us.

May the words of Joy Webb be fixed on our minds:

Picture a world, such a silent world where men have 
forgotten how to sing!
Picture a world where little children cry, picture a world 
where young men die
Picture a world where men have somehow ceased to try
Picture a world where love is kept in chains, picture a world 
where selfishness reigns

Picture a world, such an empty world, where men have 
forgotten how to pray!
Picture this world, such a barren world where the skies of the 
soul are always grey
Picture a world where little happiness remains

May the chorus be your and my prayer today:

I can see a world where God belongs again and the hearts of 
men are true, and I can see a world where children smile again, 
see a world where life is free, I can see a world where men are 
born again to God and eternity

May we as women serve Him joyfully just where He has 
placed us. May our joy be so contagious that other women 
would want to follow and experience this joy that can only be 
found in Christ alone!

In closing a beautiful quote from Max Lucado “There are 
things only you can do, and you are alive to do them. In the 
great orchestra we call life, you have an instrument and a 
song, and you owe it to God to play them both sublimely”

Blessings till next time.



Welcome to the Joyful Intercessors

A lovely face lift

The prospective Candidates enjoyed a 
time of question and answers just 
before the Soldiers Rally on Saturday. 
We have a bright tomorrow if all of 
these young people come into college. 
Pray that God will confirm their 
calling as the Territorial Commander 
calls us to pray for the opening of an 
intake of Cadets session on an annual 
basis once again.  
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College for Officers Training has 
received a lovely face lift and the cadets 
have a pleasant living area thanks to 
the kind support of IHQ. The 
atmosphere is one conducive to great 
fellowship and a wonderful learning 
experience. The new college was 
opened by our Territorial Commander 
Colonel Keith Conrad .Class room

Entrance hall

Cadets lounge

Bedroom

Explore.salvationarmy.org was 
launched as a platform for those 
exploring the call of God on their lives. 
Go along and take a look if God has 
awakened a calling in your heart He 
will confirm it time and time again.                                                                  
(You can try to run but you can’t hide 
from Him)

On Sunday the 2016-2017 Session of 
Candidates were presented to the 
Territorial Commander Colonel Keith 
Conrad by the Candidates Secretary 
Major Noluntu Semeno and accepted 
as the Cadets of the Joyful Intercessors 
session. Captain Themba Mahlobo 
(Training Principle) unveiled and 
presented the sessional flag to the new 
session of Cadets.

March of witness Sessional flagEntry of sessional flag

Entry of our Territorial Leaders
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fter giving a talk on Human 
Trafficking and all that entails we 
were approached by one of the ladies A

informing us that she had a trafficking story to 
tell us. She asked if she could speak to me a 
little later. 

The result of that meeting is that a lady found 
peace as she told her horrific story. As I listened 
to her story I was fighting the tears that 
threatened to overwhelm me. But God gave me 
the ability to calmly listen.

 “Jenny” (not her real name) began her story 
when, together with a friend, they prepared to 
go away for a long weekend of fun. All was 
going well until their car started giving 
problems just outside Pretoria. The car cut out 
and they managed to get to the side of the road. 
Before they could phone for help, a bakkie 
pulled up with two men in it. They were very pleasant and 
offered to have a look at the car and hopefully get them back 
on the road again.  They offered to tow them to a garage for a 
mechanic to have a look at the car.

Jenny and her friend jumped into the bakkie with the two men 
and off they went. After a while Jenny thought they seemed to 
be heading away from town and the area was not familiar to 
her. Jenny asked the driver where they are going, and the 
driver said relax they are going to friend who will look at the 
car for nothing. Jenny and her friend were offered a bottle of 
water each and being very hot and thirsty they accepted. 
When Jenny and her friend woke up they were in a darkish, 
dirty room and saw a few other ladies sleeping. Jenny realised 
that they were in trouble. Their jewellery was gone, their cell 
phones and luggage were also gone. Jenny said she had a 
terrible burning sensation by her vagina and buttocks and saw 
fresh blood on the dirty sheets she was laying on. Jenny said it 
was then she realised that she had been raped from both ends 
and her whole body ached. Jenny noticed needle marks on her 
inner arm and at the top of her leg.

Jenny had no idea what time of day it was or what day of the 
week it was. All Jenny knew for sure was that she was scared. 
After a long while a very aggressive woman entered the room 
and walked over to Jenny and her friend. Her friend was taken 
out of the room, she put up a struggle for the woman to leave 
her friend and Jenny then blacked out again. Time came and 
went and some of the other ladies were taken out and returned 
after a long while. Jenny said she was instructed to clean the 
room where she stayed and when she enquired to the 
whereabouts of her friend she never received answers. 

She lost total track of time. Jenny tried talking to the other 
women and soon realised that some of them were not English 
speaking. Those who could speak English shared with Jenny 
that they were never alone when they left the room. They had 
to have sex with strangers of all colours and race. Some of the 
clients like to smack them round if they did not do what the 
client wanted. At this point, Jenny said she realised that she 
had to get out of this situation. She had lost a lot of weight and 
had also been raped more than once and had been smacked 
around and pulled around by her hair around a lot.

Jenny showed me the cut marks and scars that 
she had received while being held captive. 
Jenny managed to get a cell phone from one of 
the ladies, the cost of making one call was her 
evening meal. Nothing for nothing…… Jenny 
added. On holding the phone she was blank and 
couldn’t remember any contact numbers. So, it 
was of NO used she emphasised.

Jenny had been captive for nearly 14 months 
and was used for sex, a punching bag and as a 
slave.

A lot of what Jenny had been through she 
couldn’t remember (and did not want to 
remember). 

She remembers a whole lot of Police coming in 
and screaming “get down, get down!!”. She 
covered her ears, “it was terrible” she 

explained.

She was taken to a hospital where she was kept on drips and 
antibiotics and was counselled. She was determined to get 
well. Her friend is still missing and Jenny was brought to us 
and then reunited with her cousin.

I had the privilege of praying with Jenny.  She left soon after 
telling me her story but the story has never left me.  I pray for 
her daily and for her missing friend.  I thank God for His 
goodness in rescuing Jenny but I also realise that there are 
many who are never rescued, never escape.

This happens in my community – I am sure it happens in yours 
– take a deep look!!

Antonette Grobler 

Interview with a Trafficked Survivor
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he Self-Denial Appeal this year asks us to 
bring hope to our International family. 
Beginning Sunday 29 May to August 7 2016, T

a video series/booklet telling the stories, will feature 
in our Corps across Southern Africa, telling the 
stories from people in the communities of Jamaica, 
Myanmar, Moldova and India whose lives have been 
changed through the contributions of Self Denial.

For 2015 the Southern Africa Territory raised 
R913 963.00, a 20.8% increase on 2014 total.  
THANK YOU!

This year we explore the theme, ‘One Family, One Hope’.

The video series takes us to Jamaica, where we meet Nigel 
who has been blind since birth and attended The Salvation 
Army School for the Blind and Visually Impaired from the 
age of 4. His aspiration to be a lawyer!

We move on to meet Thein Thein Aye from Myanmar 
(Burma), who sold her possessions to feed her family. Met 
The Salvation Army and learned to be independent and self-
supportive.

Dr Nicolai Caraman helped to start the Mobile Medical Clinic 
in Moldova 15 years ago. See this life changing work carried 
out in very remote areas.

We hear about Aruna from Mumbai, India, a widow, 
due to circumstances had no choice but to turn to 
prostitution. She met The Salvation Army and her life 
changed!

Your Corps Officer will have some great resource 
material for children, as they look at the same 
countries and have their own activities and DVD 
series.

We thank The Salvation Army Australia for the 
material provided.

Your contribution helps:

• Hospitals in Indonesia
• Education programmes in Kenya East
• Farming project in Malawi
• Literacy and Education programmes in Tanzania
• Accommodation for homeless children in India North.
• Capacity-building in Bangladesh
• Rural community Development Programme in China

 And much more!

Thank you for being part of the Self-Denial Appeal 2016

God bless you.

All the resource material will be in the hands of the Commanding 
Officer of every Corps.

OWSOMS -  One Week’s Salary On Missionary Service
Message from the Territorial Public Relations Secretary

Major
Carin Holmes
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