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Recently I sat with a 
few men and women 
who shared their 
s t o r i e s  a b o u t  
ministering faithfully 
over a period of 40 
and 50 years. As I 
marvelled at this 

incredible legacy that I have just from the 
lives lived out by these few people, the word 
heritage came to mind. I read up that a 
building is made a heritage site by UNESCO 
if it meets certain criteria. One of the criteria 
is that it has to show evidence of a tradition 
or civilisation that has disappeared!

I thought to myself: “This glorious heritage 
that we have as Salvationists, is it only found 
in museums, history books, old buildings 
and nostalgic stories that can disappear or is 
this heritage, this legacy still being 
written?”

The Salvation Army should not be a 
museum, a heritage site, for good people; it 
should be a hospital for the broken, lonely 
and marginalised (Mark 2:17).

We have a fantastic archive filled with 
information about the work of The Salvation 
Army in South Africa and from time to time 

I carefully thumbed through some of those 
fragile pages. In 1914, a century ago, the 
world was drawn into the first of two brutal 
world wars that shaped our great- grand 
parents and grand parents lives. I scoured 
the War Cry during this time and share with 
you a few stories to help us remember where 
we have come from.  In the next edition I am 
excited to share the life of Envoy Sambo 
who will become a centenarian in 
December.

I hope that you are finding the One Army 
ndBible Study course helpful and I share the 2  

in the series this month. We look forward to 
seeing many Salvationists and friends join 
the Disciples of the Cross session 
Commissioning in East London. A reminder 
for you on the back page as we promote it to 
be the “place to be” this December!

Now I believe The Salvation Army is long 
from being declared a heritage site – our 
vision speaks about this dream that this 
vibrant movement of people can still 
transform lives in the name of Jesus – a 
heritage that I am challenged every day to 
live up to. How are you living up to this 
heritage?

Much love and blessings

Wendy Clack
Captain

Subscription - would you like to subscribe to the War Cry?Subscription - would you like to subscribe to the War Cry?

mFro  the Editor
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What a great privilege meeting and sharing 
together with leaders from around The 
Salvation Army world at the International 
Conference in Singapore steered by our 
global vision of ONE ARMY, ONE 
MISSION and ONE MESSAGE.

During our gathering in Singapore each 
leader reflected on how they were following 
God’s direction in their respective 

Territories, yes even through the challenges. Our hope was 
renewed again as we had this time set aside to just hear afresh 
from Him.

I’d like to highlight one of the Topics covered during this 
significant time: The spiritual life of The Salvation Army. I 
encourage every Salvationist to make use of the “ONE ARMY”  
teaching materials available in each division of this Territory to 
help grow in faith to help others to grow in faith. This will be the 
time to listen to God as we spend time in prayer and Bible study as 
ONE ARMY.

How encouraged I was when topics covered at the International 
Congress were already addressed within our Territorial Strategic 
Plan as we strive to become that vibrant movement that is known 
for its transformational ministry to the most vulnerable in our 
society. General William Booth in 1890 was given this vision by 
God that is spelled out in the book “Darkest England and the way 
out”. The Salvation Army in 2014 should still exist to not just 

Visit to Singapore
TC Talk - By Commissioner William Langa

A regular column  from
  the desk of the 

Territorial Commander Visit to Singapore
TC Talk - By Commissioner William Langa

engage with society 
but help transform it 
in the name of Jesus 
as we fight against the 
darkness  in  th is  
world. Our Strategic Plan addresses the approach to Win Souls, 
Grow Saints and Serve suffering humanity. We are all concerned 
about our lost sense of Mission and therefore it is vital that we 
should be intentional about striving towards ALL our 
programmes being aimed at reaching and winning the lost in 
serving our community. It should be as important as DNA is to the 
existence of life – without this intentionality we will eventually 
cease to exist.

Do we possess that passion and compassion which characterises 
who The Salvation Army should be in the community? Is The 
Salvation Army not just visible but active in your community?  
Are we a people of the streets or are we still confined in our 
buildings? These are some of the questions that should keep us 
focused on our Mission.

Salvationists we are to be stewards of all God has placed in our 
care for His own purpose and glory. He has entrusted us with His 
most precious possession – man. “We are saved to save.” This is a 
task that needs man power and financial support. It requires 
talents and skills to be offered to enhance His work. There is still 
much to be done and the urgency of it is abundantly clear as we 
walk down the streets of our very own neighbourhoods. Will you 
renew again your promise to make the Salvation of people your 
supreme aim – it is what we were born for.
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Minnie; Bryan Saenda; Lynda Jackson; 
Algin Gallant and George van Niekerk. 
Carika van Niekerk, who was absent 
due to illness was sworn in as an 
Adherent on the following Sunday.

We praise God for each of these 
commitments which give the promise of 
greater things for Sidwell Corps.

Trevor Tuck Commissioner®

On Sunday 13 July Captains Themba & 
N o k u t h u l a  M a h l o b o  ( E a s t e r n  
CapeDivisional Leaders) conducted the 
Holiness meeting at Sidwell Corps 
(Commissioners Trevor & Memory 
Tuck) and were pleased to publicly 
swear in one soldier, Sister Johanna 
Webber and twelve Adherents, viz. 
Clive & Isabella Nel; Hermanus & 
Annetta van der Hoogen; Winston & 
Rosmaray Niemand; Morne & Stella 

Mid KZN Music Festival - 23 & 24 August 2014Mid KZN Music Festival - 23 & 24 August 2014

Young men praising during the music festival 
(Bashanyela ingkundla)

Young men praising during the music festival 
(Bashanyela ingkundla)

Mid KZN Divisional SongstersMid KZN Divisional Songsters

Band selection by Durban Central Corps BandBand selection by Durban Central Corps Band

Central Divisional SongstersCentral Divisional Songsters

Central Division
Female voices

Central Division
Female voices

In these last few months we have seen some really 
exciting things happening. We have prayed for the 
girls who have been missing for 18 weeks and are now 
being used as a bargaining chip for the release of 
prisoners held in Nigeria. We join with the rest of the 
world in praying for the release of these girls.

Major Moya Hay and I conducted a training 
workshop at the college in presentation skills for the 
board members and the cadets. A good day of great 
fun and learning resulted in some of the attendees 
putting their new found skills into practice.

The Army is really at the forefront of the Human 
Trafficking debate and has really been visible and 
audible on the subject. We have spoken at schools, on 
the radio and been quoted in Newspapers. For evil to 
flourish good people should do nothing - how true 
that is. We have to speak out when we see social 
injustice!
Major Margaret Stafford (National coordinator)

PE group praying for the
return of the Nigerian girls
PE group praying for the

return of the Nigerian girls

Training at the College in JohannesburgTraining at the College in Johannesburg

Anti Human TraffickingAnti Human Trafficking TSA Port Elizabeth Central
Community Church has gone

out onto the streets to give
small gifts to the 

Ladies of the Night
 in the Central area

TSA Port Elizabeth Central
Community Church has gone

out onto the streets to give
small gifts to the 

Ladies of the Night
 in the Central area



In Calling - The Call to Sinners

JESUS was clear about his purpose for coming to earth and he 
made a number of statements about it that are recorded in the
Gospels. In John he said that he would ‘draw all men’ – 
everybody – to himself by being ‘lifted up’ (12:32). His sacrificial 
death on a cross would speak his unremitting message of love to 
all ages. It is not surprising then, that the Army has taught that 
God’s love is for ‘the whosoever’ – everybody – not just for the 
chosen few.

Yet Jesus deliberately took time to express a particular concern 
for those whose way of living seemed to separate them from God. 
When he was criticised for having dinner at Matthew’s house 
with ‘tax collectors and sinners’, he left his critics in no doubt as 
to where his priorities were. He told them: ‘I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners’ (Matthew 9:13). He said something 
similar to those who complained that he had accepted the 
hospitality of another despised tax collector, Zacchaeus: ‘The 
Son of Man came to seek and save the lost’ (Luke 19:10). Saving 
people – lost people – was his prime concern. That makes it the 
Salvation Army’s prime concern too. That is why it is in our name 
– The Salvation Army!

Because Jesus came to call sinners, anyone who follows him is 
bound to do the same. It is the natural thing to do – especially
because, when we each look honestly into our heart, we discover 
we are all sinners (Romans 3:23). It is the natural thing to do 
because those who have themselves first asked Jesus for salvation 
will be authentic in any invitation they give to others.

Not one of us has lived a perfect life. We have all made mistakes. 
We have all done wrong. Unless we are blind to our faults, we 
know we are less than we could be. There is always more God can 
reveal to us that will help us improve in depth of love and living. 
We all stand in need of God’s grace and forgiveness. Jesus calls it 
‘salvation’.

The crowd outside the house of Zacchaeus accused Jesus of going 
‘to be the guest of a sinner’ (Luke 19:7). When Jesus privately and 
personally helped Zacchaeus see the error of his ways, Zacchaeus 
became a new man – transformed by Jesus. With the evidence of a 
saved person in front of him, Jesus turned again to the crowd with 
a powerful message. ‘Today salvation has come to this house’ 
(Luke 19:9), he said.

Whenever a man or woman, boy or girl, asks Jesus into ‘the 
house’ of their heart and life, it can again be said that Jesus has 
gone to be the guest of a sinner. He comes willingly and
lovingly. As he does so, he says to us ‘Today salvation has come to 
this house’ – our hearts.  Jesus calls us to call others.

IN DISCUSSION
1. Why does the Army believe that God’s love is for 
    everybody? John 3:16; John 13:34
2. How did Jesus describe his mission? 
    Luke 19:10; John 3:17
3. De ne ‘salvation’. Why is it in our name –  

6     The Salvation Army? Luke 19:9; Ephesians 6:17; Titus 2:11
4. Why do we need God’s salvation? Romans 3:10, 23

IN PRAYER
Ask God for a greater realization of the vastness of his 
love and its implications for the ways in which we interact 
with other people.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR THE SERIES

BOOKS FOR THE SERIES

- Holy Bible
- Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, Salvation Books, IHQ
- Salvation Army in the Body of Christ: 
   An Ecclesiological Statement, Salvation Books, IHQ
- Salvation Army Year Book, Salvation Books, IHQ
- Song Book of  The Salvation Army, IHQ
- Called to be God’s People – based on the Calls of the 
   International Spiritual Life Commission, Salvation Books, IHQ
- Samuel Logan Brengle: Heart for God, edited by 
   Peter Farthing, Australia Eastern Territory
- Holiness Unwrapped, Robert Street, Salvation Books, IHQ and 
   Australia Eastern Territory
- The Life and Ministry of William Booth, Roger J. Green, 
   Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN, USA
- Who are these Salvationists? 
   An Analysis for the 21st Century, Shaw Clifton, Crest Books,
  Salvation Army, Alexandria, VA, USA

*Some of these books are available in a number of languages.

DVD’s FOR THE SERIES

- Called to be God’s People - based on the Calls of the 
   International Spiritual Life Commission, Salvation Books, IHQ
- Holiness Unwrapped, Australia Eastern Territory
- Our People - The remarkable story of William & Catherine 
  Booth and The Salvation Army, Australia Eastern Territory
- Boundless Salvation, four-part series by John Cleary, 
  Australia Southern Territory

Taken from www.salvationarmy.org/onearmy/resources
5OCTOBER 2014 Get copies of this series from your Corps Officer through your local DHQ



On 31 May 1910 four disparate territories were united under the 
Union of South Africa, sparking a gruelling, 84-year struggle 
among the land’s indigenous people, who became 
disenfranchised.
Both the African National Congress (ANC) and apartheid rose 
out of unionisation, and led to a series of historic events which 
eventually resulted in the democratic South Africa we know 
today.
The Union originally consisted of the provinces of Natal, the 
Cape, the Transvaal and the Orange Free State, and was later 
expanded to include administration of the territory of South West 
Africa.
The Union shaped the political future of South Africa, notably in 
terms of the rise of the ANC, now in its 16th year of rule. In his 
State of the Nation speech delivered in February 2010, President 
Jacob Zuma called on all citizens to use the anniversary of the 
Union to reflect on South Africa’s many achievements, especially 
in recent years.
“Significantly, the exclusion of black people from this union was 
one of the chief reasons for the formation of the African National 
Congress in 1912,” said Zuma. “As we mark this centenary later 
in the year, we should reflect on how far we have travelled as a 
country.”
While it is a solemn day for many, the date stands as a reminder of 
the seemingly insurmountable difficulties South Africa has 
overcome, and the tremendous strides it has made in all spheres – 
politically, economically, culturally, and socially.
Despite many years of turmoil, South Africans today can look 
back and appreciate that, even with all its problems and ongoing 
dissension, in many ways the country today is still a better place 
than it has ever been.

Turbulent history

The Union was formed while the country was under British 
dominion. The British had colonised South Africa bit by bit since 
they landed in the Cape in 1795, seizing it after the Dutch settlers 
lost their grip on the region. The Dutch did manage to regain 
control for a few years in the early 19th century, but the British 
finally stamped their authority on the territory in 1806, and began 
to expand their dominance.
The arrival of about 5 000 British immigrants in the eastern Cape 
region in 1820 entrenched the British presence, although it 
intensified tension between the Dutch-speaking Boers who had 
settled on the land and the English-speaking colonists. The last 
straw for the Boers was the British abolition of slavery in 1828.
In the years that followed there were many bloody disputes 
between the British, the Boers, and the indigenous groups of 
people living here. A northerly migration of Boers in search of 
greater independence resulted in the establishment of a republic 
in today's Free State province, although they encountered much 
resistance in the Zulu-controlled Natal territory.
The Boers did manage to soundly defeat the Zulus in 1838 at the 
historic Battle of Blood River, and they proclaimed the newly 
won territory, Natalia. But, by 1843, the British moved in, forcing 
the Boers to pack up again and move further north. Here they 
founded the Zuid Afrikaansche Republiek (ZAR) or South 
African Republic in 1852, with its capital at Pretoria.
In 1900 the British struck again, annexing the ZAR and renaming 
it the Transvaal colony. It later became the Transvaal province 
under the Union of South Africa.

TSA Heritage

The Oranje Vrij Staat, or Orange Free State, meanwhile, was 
pronounced by the Boers in 1837 after the defeat of the Matabele 
chief Mzilikazi and the capital was named Winburg. But it only 
became an official republic years later, with the signing of the 
Orange River Convention in 1854.
Like elsewhere, Boer rule there was short-lived and the British 
annexed it in 1900. The young republic effectively lost its 
independent status through the Treaty of Vereeniging, which 
followed the Second Boer War in 1902.
Britain had long wanted a united South Africa, and after this, 
matters seemed to be finally moving in that direction. However, 
peace was not guaranteed as the rights of the indigenous people 
were not recognised by the treaty. Discontent grew and 
eventually spilled over in the Bambatha Rebellion of 1906, which 
saw the Zulus in Natal rising up against British rule and taxation 
in that province.
The incident is considered by many to be the forerunner of the 
future struggle against apartheid, which would culminate 88 
years later in South Africa's first democratic elections and the 
inauguration of Nelson Mandela as president.
The British Parliament's South Africa Act of 1909, which brought 
into legal effect the terms of government drawn up at a National 
Convention the year before, laid the foundation for the formation 
of the union. This legislative document served as the country's 
constitution until its departure from the Commonwealth in 1961.

Unity under the Crown

With the four colonies now united under one treaty and one flag, 
the British were concerned mainly about loyalty to the Crown, 
and promoting harmony among the different population groups – 
although it could be said that this only applied to the white 
settlers.
After eight years of negotiation following the Vereeniging 
accord, the Union of South Africa was born. Of the four regions, 
only the Cape allowed coloured people to vote - provided they 
owned property.
Unionisation enabled Afrikaner nationalists to eventually gain 
the upper hand. This would lead to the country's biggest shame – 
the dawn of apartheid.
Authorities were unable to agree on which city should be the 
capital of the Union. They finally decided that the administrative 
capital would be Pretoria, the judicial capital would be 
Bloemfontein, and the legislative capital would be Cape Town. 
This arrangement still stands today.
At the end of the First World War in 1918 the Union took over the 
administration of the former German colony of South West 
Africa, under the terms of the newly established League of 
Nations. South West Africa became an unofficial fifth province, 
being administered in the same way as the other territories in 
South Africa.
Another British colony, South Rhodesia, now known as 
Zimbabwe, had a chance to join the nion in 1922, but a 
referendum proved that most people there preferred to live under 
their own government rather than be absorbed into the 
neighbouring state.
The Union of South Africa remained a dominion in the British 
Commonwealth until the enforcement of the Statute of 
Westminster in 1931 took away legislative power from British. 
This bestowed on South Africa a status equal to that of other 
Commonwealth territories, and did away with Britain's right to 
pass laws on its behalf. 

6   THE WAR CRY
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The significance of this was that the South African Parliament 
gained greater freedom in dealing with the contentious “native 
question”.
Power rested in the governor-general and the prime minister. The 
first prime minister was former Boer general Louis Botha, while 
the first governor-general was the Honourable Herbert 
Gladstone.
But trouble was brewing. By allowing just two groups, the British 
and the Afrikaners, to have a say in the running of the territory, the 
British government had planted the seeds of apartheid. The Land 
Act of 1913 and the Urban Areas Act of 1923 were further omens 
of what was to come – complete segregation of the population.
In some quarters, disapproval led to far-reaching action. The 
ANC was founded in 1912 following a protest gathering of Zulu 
chiefs convened by lawyer Pixley ka Isaka Seme, who is credited 
as the founder of the organisation.
Sol Plaatje was named secretary and the first president was the 
Rev John L Dube. The organisation, known then as the South 
African Native National Congress, aimed to unite indigenous 
people and give them a platform to stand up for their rights.

Nationalism on the rise

The establishment of the Union in 1910 also led to the birth of the 
National Party in Bloemfontein four years later. The party, which 
first rose to power in 1924, wasted no time in boosting the 
numbers of white voters, notably by allowing white women to 
vote for the first time in 1930. This instantly halved the power of 
the coloured franchise in the Cape.

The more liberal United Party, a merger between the South 
African Party and most of the National Party, governed from 
1934 to 1948. A small faction of Nationalists abstained from the 
merger. Calling themselves the Purified National Party, they 
rejoined the parent party when it came to power in 1948, to show 
solidarity with the strong Afrikaner opposition to South Africa's 
obligatory participation in the Second World War.
The new ruling party immediately put the wheels of apartheid 
into motion, passing laws such as the Group Areas Act of 1950, 
and the Bantu Self-Government Act of 1959, which created the 
so-called homelands. This meant that the greater part of South 
Africa was under the control of white people.
The coloured people of the Cape lost their vote in 1968, and the 
government even tried to incorporate the administrative territory 
of South West Africa into South Africa as the fifth province, 
because it was felt that the Afrikaans and German citizens there 
would add strength to the Nationalist cause. But this move was 
not condoned and never officially recognised by the rest of the 
world.
The Union of South Africa became a republic on 31 May 1961 – 
but not before the National Party's apartheid policies had earned 
the world's wrath. On attaining independence, South Africa's 
racial policies were criticised and condemned by other 
Commonwealth members, and the country left the association 
under a cloud.

Read more: 
http://www.mediaclubsouthafrica.com/democracy/1760-sa-
looks-back-on-100-years#ixzz3DkivGzFr
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MY JOURNEY FROM SIGHT
TO INSIGHT

BY GRAHAM BROOKE-SMITH

I know I had no right to do so, but I made a deal with God once. I said to Him: “Lord, if 
I must lose my eyesight, I'll be OK with that if you'll just increase my insight into the 
things of God.” I know there are no shortcuts to getting to know God and His infinitely 
superior ways – but it was worth a shot.

Retinitis Pigmentosa

At the age of four I started wearing spectacles, those ugly, old-fashioned ones that 
people wore in the 60's. At the age of six, when I started bumping into and tripping 
over things, I was diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP), an incurable, hereditary 
eye disease, characterised by degeneration of the retina and resulting in night-
blindness, loss of peripheral vision, light sensitivity, colour blindness and, in the latter 
stages, loss of central vision. This came as quite a shock, since there was no history of 
the disease in our family. My mother and brother were later diagnosed with the same 
disease.

Although my eye specialist was a highly respected doctor, his bedside manner was less 
than encouraging. He advised my parents to place me in a special school for the 
visually impaired (I was in Grade 1 at the time), and he informed them quite bluntly, 
that I would probably be blind before I finished high school. I'm not sure if it was 
denial or disbelief, but my parents decided that it would be better to keep me at a 
'normal' school – and I'm so glad they did.

School challenges

In grade 2, I took part in a school production of Snow White. I don't remember which 
dwarf I was (I'd like to think I was 'Happy'), but I do remember tripping in the dark as 
I climbed the stairs to the backstage entrance. Not only did the beautiful pick-axe my 
Dad had made for me out of balsa wood, break, but so did my spectacles – now I was 
really as blind as a bat. Well, of course the show had to go on, and so some kind teacher 
hurriedly repaired my axe and stuck my glasses together with sticky tape, and Snow 
White found her Prince Charming in the end.

Fortunately for me, from as young as I can remember, I loved, and was reasonably 
good at gymnastics. My participation in this sport, right throughout primary and high 
school, gave me an excuse not to take part in any ball games whatsoever. I tried tennis, 
soccer, cricket and rugby – but with the ball hardly ever in my field of vision.... well, 
lets just say - nobody ever chose me to play on their team.

Without a doubt, my toughest struggle at school was reading from the chalkboard. My 
teachers were aware that I had poor eyesight and so I usually sat in the front row, but I 
was always much too shy to tell anyone that I still couldn't see what was written, 
especially if it wasn't directly in front of me. After all I was already at the front, so what 
else could they do? One Grade 10 accountancy exam stands out in my memory. 

Usually tests were typed out on paper, but for 
some reason this one had been written out in 
chalk, filling the whole board in columns, 
from left to right. The only column that I could 
read was the one directly in front of me. Now 
let me be clear, I was never a brilliant student. 
I was satisfied with C's and an occasional B, 
but it was a great embarrassment to me, when 
I scored 3 out of 100 for the test I couldn't see. 
Thinking back now, the most disturbing part 
of that incident was that the teacher never 
queried it with me afterwards.

Faith-healing

For as long as I can remember I have been a 
believer. I was probably around 10 years old 
when I made a personal commitment to 
Christ. It wasn't until my mid-teens, however, 
that I started to seek God for healing of my RP. 
I read several books on healing and attended 
healing meetings at the Pentecostal Church in 
which I was enthusiastically involved. My 
eyesight, however, grew slowly but steadily 

worse. One night I was attending yet another healing meeting under the ministry of 
some visiting 'prophetess' or other. She claimed to receive 'words of knowledge', in 
which God would tell her about ailments from which people in the congregation were 
suffering. People with those conditions would then come forward for prayer and she 
would pronounce them 'healed in the name of Jesus.' Many of them testified that they 
felt better immediately but if they didn't she would tell them not to make any negative 
confession. “Deny the symptoms” she would say, “and they will go away.”
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Throughout this gathering I was pleading with God. “Tell her about me” I 
begged. If she would just mention something about bad eyesight, that would 
boost my faith and I'd be in the front, receiving my miracle before you could 
say “Amen.” She never did mention eyesight, however, so when the end of the 
meeting was approaching I stumbled forward anyway. Desperate times call 
for desperate measures. With tears streaming down my face I asked her to 
pray for me – which she graciously did. She removed my glasses, laid her 
hands over my eyes and asked God to heal them. Nothing happened! When I 
told her this, she was very quick to caution me not to say anything negative. 
“Just believe that you're healed” she told me “and you will be”. She then did 
something I will never forget. She folded up my glasses and slipped them into 
my pocket. She told me that in order to exercise my faith, I must never wear 
my specs again. Well I had pretty thick lenses in those days as I was very 
short-sighted and so I had to be led by the hand, to find my way back to my 
seat, and later on to my lift home with friends.

Alone in my bedroom that night, I knelt next to my bed and prayed. I cried 
and pleaded with God for several hours. When I woke up the next morning I 
was bitterly disappointed that God didn't seem to care about me. I 
remembered her instructions, however, and so I got ready for school, feeling 
my way around as I went – still determined not to put my glasses on, so that 
God would see my great faith and reward me with the miracle I so 
desperately desired. As I climbed on my bicycle to ride to school, my mother 
in her wisdom, insisted, gently but firmly, that I had to put my glasses on now. 

The call to full-time ministry

I was given many wonderful opportunities to share testimonies or short talks 
at the local Assembly of God where I worshipped. I preached my first sermon 
at the age of 17 and all along, in the back of my mind, I had some inkling that 
perhaps God would call me into some form of full-time ministry. I always 
pushed it aside, however, believing that God would find someone better 
equipped for the task. My excuse was always my eyesight. What if some dear 
soul needed me to visit them in the middle of the night? I couldn't hop into my 
car and drive there – I couldn't see! It would never work!

It wasn't until I met my wife, and through her The Salvation Army (TSA), 
that my sense of calling grew more urgent. I was working for Barclays Bank 
at the time, and I can remember wrestling it out with the Lord. I had just 
recently joined TSA as a soldier (church member). We were newly married 
and very happy with the way life was going. But I was restless. I knew God 
wanted something different for us – Sunday after Sunday I felt this growing 
conviction that God was calling me to Salvation Army officership. I gave Him 
my usual argument – that I wasn't good enough and couldn't see well enough 
to do the job properly. I flipped open my bible one evening and it fell open at 
Exodus 4. I read through the story of God's call to Moses and I was struck by 
Moses' objection. He fought against the call, telling God that he wasn't 
articulate enough (as if God didn't know). Apparently Moses had some form 
of speech impediment. In exodus 4:13 we read that Moses said: "Oh, my 
Lord, please send someone else." That's exactly what I had been saying. And 
so I read on as God dealt with me at the very core of my being.

Exodus 4:14-15 - Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and 
he said, "Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can 
speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will 
be glad in his heart. You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, 
and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both 
what to do. As I read these words my heart pounded within me. I knew I had 
no excuse. Just as Aaron was already on the way to Moses, I realised that God 
had already provided me with an Aaron too. I was married to her! I know 
that sounds strange but it made perfect sense to me. God never healed Moses' 
faltering speech, but He had provided, in advance, Aaron as a spokesman for 
Moses. God would teach them both what to do. In the same way God hadn't 
healed my eyesight but He had sent me a helper, a partner in ministry – only 
she didn't know it yet.

To understand the significance and clarity of this calling to me, I need to 
explain a little about full-time ministry in TSA. Unlike any of the other 
churches I had attended, officers (ministers) had to be married to officers. 
Husbands and wives were both ordained as ministers and served together as 
a team. My wife, Aileen, was my Aaron. She would not have to speak for me, 
but she could see – even in the dark. Now all that was needed was for her to 
agree. And so I prayed, asking the Lord to call her into ministry alongside me. 
It took some time, naturally. I don't remember exactly how long, but after 
several months Aileen found herself kneeling at a Salvation Army mercy seat, 
responding to the call of God on her life, and having that call confirmed by 
the one praying with her – but that's her story to tell.

We have been happily married now for 30 years and have served the Lord 
together, as Salvation Army officers, for 27 of them. As the years have sped 
by, and our three children have grown up, my eyesight has deteriorated 
substantially. After only 2 years as officers I was forced to give up driving 
altogether. At the time I thought that would be the biggest loss I would face as 
a result of RP. But more recently the loss of the ability to pick up a book and 
read, has turned out to be the toughest adjustment by far. During the past 3 
years I have given away all my books, including the large and giant print 
Bibles that have enriched my life beyond measure. 

With the aid of modern technology I still manage to read a fair amount on my 
computer, but even that is getting more and more difficult.

Mid way through 2013, with the loving support of my family and TSA, I made 
my first approach to SA Guide Dogs to find out if I would qualify as a guide 
dog owner. In October of the same year I went to their training centre in 
Johannesburg for 3 weeks of intensive training, where I became the proud 
owner of Zama, a handsome, boisterous young Labrador, whose task it has 
become, to guide me as I walk through the streets of Goodwood, spreading 
the Good News about Jesus. 

Walking with a guide dog certainly has its perks. On one occasion a lady 
stopped me and asked: “Who is blind, you or your dog?” While I was still 
trying to explain that it's me who is partially sighted, she kindly handed me a 
donation of about R 3.00, in coppers. Zama leads me to the bank, post office, 
shopping mall and our Salvation Army Charity Shop on a daily basis. In 
exchange I take him for a run on a nearby school field and to the local park. 
At the park I give him the freedom to go sniffing around, as labs love to do, 
while I walk unaided for a few minutes. On one such occasion I tripped and 
fell over a low wall that I couldn't see, hurting my finger and cutting open 
both of my shins. As I lay on the grass, Zama licking away my tears, it dawned 
on me that this 'blindness thing' isn't going away and I may as well make the 
most of it.

Already the Lord has opened up opportunities for me to speak at schools, 
mostly about guide dogs, but I try to never miss an opportunity to share my 
experience of God. Even just walking down the street or chatting to people in 
a queue at the bank, I am always alert for opportunities to share my faith and 
offer some words of encouragement.

As I consider the adventure of my own incredible journey with the Lord, I 
believe God has increased my insight into His ways. I still have occasional 
doubts and unanswered questions, but seeing His provision day by day and 
experiencing His all-sufficient grace at work in my life, I can embrace even 
the difficulties and losses, with genuine joy as I agree with the Apostle Paul, 
who wrote: “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us (Romans 8:18). 
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New things, new people, new ideas!  
This does occasionally happen at 
Territorial Headquarters.  Preparing for 
the arrival of new people at THQ 
involves refurnishing an office.  In 
order to save on expenses someone in 
their wisdom had a brilliant idea of 
refurbishing an old desk.

Well you should see it!  Although I had 
my doubts when this venture started I 

must admit that the desk is looking NEW.  I hasten to add, it might 
look new but it will never be perfect.

Reminds me of a story told of a family acquiring an old piano.  
The children had patiently waited for it to arrive and when it did, 
stood silent, perhaps a bit disappointed that here was no gleaming 
new instrument, but a rather sad, dowdy-looking old piano whose 
lustre had long since faded.

But, like grown ups are wont to be, the parents,  quickly enlisted 
the family in cleaning this instrument.  A closer look revealed that 
the keys, perfect apart from one small blemish, would beam 
'clean' with a bit of help, the carved legs and the little touches of 
brass which would polish to perfection.  So they rubbed, and 
scrubbed and polished and after many hours the old piano was a 
reformed character.  The difference made by the power of elbow-
grease had to be seen to be believed, and with the assistance of a 
tuner, the transformation became complete.

Whether musicians or not we are all a bit rough, uninspiring, 
sometimes hopeless.  Once we let the power of God be applied to 
our rough, hopeless lives, a transformation takes place.  What 
does 2 Corinthians 5 : 17 say ?  “If any one is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has passed away ... the new has come.” (RSV)  
Jesus makes us different people, hopeful, inspired, power filled, 
new - or as new as we can be.

The words of Chick Yuill may be your testimony :

It’s unbelievable, hardly conceivable,
I’m so different now;

It’s the most remarkable thing,
It makes me want to laugh and sing,

My sins forgiven, I’m heading for Heaven,
And now I’m really free;

It’s not historical, not allegorical,
It’s really happened to me.

I’m not unique and I know I’m no freak,
But God has changed my life.....

(Sing for Joy No.163)

Like that old piano, I will never be perfect, but I will try to be 
the best that I can be.

God bless you
Helen

 A POINT TO PONDER

The singing of a song should be a great experience for the 
Christian.  It can be a prayer, a testimony, praise or an invitation to 
others.  Some interesting comparisons have been compiled on 
what we sing !

WE SING - Sweet hour of prayer and content ourselves with 
10 minutes a day (if that)

WE SING - O for a thousand tongues and do not use the one 
we have.

WE SING - Blest be the tie that binds and let the least little 
offence sever it.

WE SING - Serve the Lord with gladness and gripe about all 
we have to do.

WE SING - I love to tell the story and never mention it all 
year.

WE SING - Cast thy burden on the Lord and worry ourselves 
into nervous breakdowns.

WE SING - The whole wide world for Jesus and never invite 
our next-door neighbour to church.

NEW BUT
NEVER

PERFECT!

BY HELEN TUCK
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A self-described historian, Morrice leads Salvation Army-focused tours 
through the East End. “If you don't know our roots—where we've come 
from—you don't know where we're going. We get information and 
inspiration from our history, and while we can't be imprisoned by our past, it 
gives us signposts for the future.”
Today, as in the 1800s, vendors peddle everything from produce to household 
supplies in market stalls down Whitechapel Road. It's alongside these stalls 
that the East London Revival Association first held an open air outside the 
Blind Beggar pub.
“The slums were indescribable with dreadful squalor,” Morrice said. “Large 
families lived in tiny apartments with no water or heat. They were the 
neglected poor, the outcasts of society.” It was a life so bad, the pub 
advertised: “Get drunk for half penny; blind drunk for a penny.”
When the leader of that revival meeting asked if anyone wanted a word, 
William Booth stepped forward. The following Sunday, July 2, 1865, he 
preached his first sermon under the association's tent in Vallance Gardens.
History holds that Booth returned home that night and said to his wife, 
“Kate, I have found my destiny.” He became its leader, and so began what 
was renamed The Salvation Army in 1878.
“The Salvation Army—what a strange name!,” Booth wrote after The 
Christian Mission's renaming. “What does it mean? Just what it says—a 
number of people joined together after the fashion of an army; and an army 
for the purpose of carrying salvation through the land…”
The Blind Beggar still operates today. Two nearby statues commemorate 
Booth's work in the area, and a street mural features influential 
people—from Queen Elizabeth, to George Bernard Shaw, and Booth. Two 
corps, the longstanding Cambridge Heath Corps and the more recently 
opened Stepney Corps work in this community, along with the 150-bed Booth 
House for homeless men.
This is the birthplace of The Salvation Army, and in 2015—the organization's 
150th year—Salvationists will gather at the O2 in South East London for 
Boundless: The Whole World Redeeming. The 20,000-person capacity arena 
will host representatives from each of the Army's 126 countries of work.
“It’s going to be an event that will inspire the entire Salvation Army world, 
and for the first time we truly have the capacity to reach the entire Salvation 
Army world,” said Lt. Col. Eddie Hobgood, congress coordinator, a USA 
Southern Territory officer who has spent most of his service in event 
planning roles.
Only the seventh international congress—the last in Atlanta, Ga., in 
2000—this anniversary congress is named after Booth’s timeless song, “O 
Boundless Salvation,” which has been called the anthem of this army. 
“When William wandered into the East End and saw the poverty and neglect 
of the church he was moved to do something,” Hobgood said. “We believe 
very strongly the call to save the world is as strong today and The Salvation 
Army needs to sometimes be reminded of what we're all about. 'Boundless' is 
a call to continue into the next 150 years.” From July 1-5, 2015, seven sessions 
will feature various aspects of General André Cox's dream for the Army. 
Forty performance groups from throughout the world will 
participate—from hula, to Chinese lion dancing, and the Angola National 
Band. A six-person congress team at International Headquarters is working 
with Texas-based production company Corporate Magic, which has worked 
with brands from Jaguar to Coca-Cola and has produced The Salvation 
Army USA Red Kettle Kickoff Dallas Cowboys Thanksgiving Day halftime 
show.

“We know this is more than just celebration for celebration sake,” said 
Stephen Dahlem, Corporate Magic senior creative director. “We know 
people remember how they felt about an experience long after they forget 
what you told them about an experience, and we want people to leave moved 
and inspired.”
As soon as delegates exit the Tube's North Greenwich Station, Dahlem said 
they should plan to be submerged in The Salvation Army story.
“More than just the attendees of the congress, this is an amazing opportunity 
to help pedestrian traffic understand what the Army is about and why it is 
celebrating,” he said. “We want to make sure this is a global celebration with 
viral legs.”
Beyond the theatre—which will showcase an original Larsson and Larsson 
musical—and expo hall, 40 restaurants, a bowling alley and movie theatre, 
the arena will also feature an interactive heritage display with rarely seen 
early Salvation Army artifacts and highlights into features of today's Army 
and where it's headed.
Commissioner William Cochrane, international secretary to the chief of the 
staff and chairman of the congress planning and advisory council, is 
responsible to ensure the General's vision for the congress is met.
“We are what all the years have made us, but God has much more for us to 
do,” Cochrane said. “I have a strong sense that during the congress we will be 
galvanized into something that is fit for the rest of this century and as long as 
God wants us to work. All the experience of the years and empowerment of 
the years and the holy spirit have enabled the building of a movement that is 
stronger than it's ever been in its history.”
Hobgood said the congress will have an “incredible international flavour,” 
and has included people from around the world in planning. Through the 
Mind the Gap initiative, Salvationists can sponsor international delegates 
from financially supported territories.
“We will want to hear and see expressions of the Army from around the world 
that demonstrate the incredible ways in which people are reaching out with 
the gospel,” Cochrane said. “Everyone is made in the image of God. 
Everyone is of equal value to God. His love knows no boundary of place, 
colour, class, gender, and nothing is beyond the reach of God's love.” 
A one-mile march down the mall from Horse Guards Parade to Green Park 
beyond Buckingham Palace with the participating performers will give the 
event great exposure in the city.
“The call is to authenticity, to individual Salvationists leading authentically, 
Christ-like lives so that people notice a difference,” Cochrane said. “Booth 
saw Salvationists as a going people—going out into the open air because 
people weren't coming in to the church.”
The congress is being funded by contributions from self-supporting 
territories throughout the world. “We didn't do any external fundraising, 
and we've been assured that no programming, no ministry is going to suffer 
because of these contributions,” Hobgood said. 
“The Salvation Army has a remarkable testimony of trust in God. When the 
first Salvationists gathered in the East End, they had nothing—no place to 
call their own, no building, no money, and very few people—but somehow 
God took the commitment of those few people and multiplied it,” Cochrane 
said. “It will be an inspiring moment when we all gather in what is possibly 
the biggest tent in the world—the O2—just a short distance away from where 
they held those first meetings.” 
Register and find more information at boundless2015.org. 

Flowing through London, the River Thames is a longstanding maritime route, boundary and economic resource. 
As merchant ships sailed throughout the world, they brought back its riches to store in The City—the financial 
heart of the British Empire.
Yet the area is flanked by London's East End, long synonymous with poverty, overcrowding, disease and 
criminality.
As the river brought treasure to the empire, it also brought an expanding population to the East End. Waves of 
immigrants—French Protestant Huguenots, Irish, Ashkenazi Jews, and Bangladeshi—poured in and general 
conditions worsened.
According to the 1881 census, over 1 million people lived in London's East End, where the life expectancy of a 
labourer was less than 19 years. Two out of every 10 children died, and diseases like tuberculosis, rickets and scarlet 
fever were common.
“In that context began the Christian Mission,” said Lt. Colonel Alex Morrice, who served as an officer from 
Scotland to Japan and retired as the assistant chief secretary of the United Kingdom and Ireland Territory in 2001. 

By Christin Davis 
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The answer to both of these questions depends upon how 
serious we are about our mission as The Salvation Army. I 
remember as a young lieutenant, all I wanted to do was to 'win 
the world for Jesus'! I wanted to see people saved from sin and 
degradation! There was a desire in me, and still is, to see 
transformation taking place in people's lives and 
communities. Like so many officers, I saw people in the open 
air, where the Army took the gospel, kneeling at the drum 
(used as a mercy seat) coming to Jesus! I remember in a little 
town called Worcester in the Western Cape Division, after a 
long absence of the Army in that town, we held our very first 
open air, with no band or soldiers, just an officer couple with 
their two young children, a tambourine, guitar and a Bible, 
and the Army was reignited! Throughout South Africa, this 
was how the Army started over a hundred and thirty years 
ago… a passion for Jesus and souls.

Yes, achieving the three goals and the vision of our Army, 
largely depends on our deep and strong desire to see people 
coming to salvation. John 3:16 is still very relevant today: 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” We must continue to give to the world, 
Jesus.

I want to encourage every officer and Salvationist to get 
behind the Territorial Strategic Plan. Follow the roadmap 
and let us together achieve the goals and the vision, God has 
given the Southern Africa territory. Let us be the “vibrant 
Army… coming alongside communities…facilitating growth 
and transformation…through the Gospel of Jesus Christ!”

Until next time, God bless.

A few years ago, we as The Salvation 
Army Southern Africa Territory 
embarked on a mission, to strengthen 
the Army's mission and ministry. 
Throughout the territory, Salvationists 
engaged in conversation, deliberated 
and identified five key areas that 
needed focused attention, in order for 
us to advance our mission. A roadmap, 
known as the Territorial Strategic 
Plan, was designed to help us achieve 

mission goals that will realise our overarching vision : “The 
Salvation Army is a vibrant movement with people of 
integrity, coming alongside communities, enabling growth 
and transformation of the whole person through the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.” Our goals would be to see all Salvation Army 
units active in their communities facilitating transformation, 
All Salvationists are equipped (confident, competent and 
inspired) to facilitate transformation and, The Salvation 
Army is growing in quantity and quality.

Recently, Cabinet met over a weekend to review the progress 
of the Territorial Strategic Plan. This weekend-long meeting, 
which started on the Friday afternoon and concluded on the 
Sunday, replaced the regular mid-year Synthesis Review 
conference, which would normally consist of representatives 
from all eight divisions to review and analyse progress. Only 
this time, Cabinet members, as the custodians of the TSP, felt 
it necessary to meet, reflect and respond to the findings. The 
questions that kept on reverberating over and over in our 
minds during the weekend were… “Is the TSP adequately 
addressing our original concerns?” and “How close are we to 
achieving the three goals and the one vision?”

TSP TalkTSP Talk
Lt Colonel Keith Conrad - Chief Secretary

GazetteGazette
We recognize with gratitude to God, the years of service 
rendered by our comrades and for the many lives that have 
been touched by their ministry. We also thank God for their 
willingness to continue their service in The Salvation Army.

BEREAVEMENTS
Captain Veronica Mkhize's brother was promoted to Glory 
on 13 July.
Captain Bongani Fatyi's mother was promoted to Glory on 26 
July.
Captain Ornica Fuphe's father was promoted to Glory on 30 
July.
Major Andrew Moholoagae's sister was promoted to Glory 
on 3 August.
Captain Nobonga Zulu's mother was promoted to Glory on 
17 August.
Major Esther Thuketane's son was promoted to Glory on 29 
August.
Major Xoliswa Sithole's sister was promoted to Glory on 31 
August. 

Commissioner William Mabena (R) will be released from his 
appointment as Secretary for Retired Officers with 
immediate effect.
We would like to thank Commissioner William Mabena for 
the excellent service over the past five years. We pray God's 
blessings upon him. We appreciate his contribution 
throughout the years and the support he gave to the Territory, 
the Personnel Department and the retired officers.
Major Rasoa Khayumbi, Assistant Secretary for Personnel is 
appointed as the Retired Officers' Secretary in addition to 
her present appointment with immediate effect

RETIREMENTS
Major Lorna Fillies - 31 August 2014. Major Lorna is 
deployed in her present appointment.
Majors Andrew & Audrey Moholoagae - 31 August 2014. 
Majors Andrew & Audrey Moholoagae are deployed in their 

stpresent appointment until 31  December 2014.
Majors David & Lynette Wright - 30 June 2014. Major 
Lynette Wright is deployed in her present appointment.
Auxiliary Captain Lionel Potgieter - 30 June 2014. Aux-
Captain Lionel is deployed in his present appointment.
Captain Carl Ngcongo - 30 April 2014. Captain Carl Ngcongo 
is deployed in his present appointment.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

