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From the Editor

We all share the wonderful benefits of 
our Saviour’s atoning work at Calvary. 
Ponder and imagine on what He had to 
give up in order to make this possible. 
He left His heavenly perfect life and 
state of holiness to represent humanity 
in His incarnation (Philipians 2:5-11). 
When you feel humiliated in any form 
in your life remember that Christ’s 
earthly life was one of continual 
humiliation.

Although many followed Jesus during His 
public ministry, He faced frequent persecution 
and rejection. Don’t despair or be amazed when 
you go through these ordeals, Jesus’ life was 
filled with rejection, hunger, poverty, 
temptation, loneliness, suffering and finally 
death on the Cross. Jesus is our only source of 
redemption.

His earthly life ended to the extent that His own 
betray, deny and rejects Him (Matt 26:56). He 
ended up all alone.

Is it nothing to you that He sacrificed so much 
only for you?

As we read the Scriptures, we learn that God the 
Son chose to come to earth in the most humble 
way, defying all expectations. Though He was 
human and divine, the Son of Man had nothing in 
the natural that would have attracted others to 
him. Yet in three years of His ministry on earth, 
He healed the sick, fed the poor, ministered to the 
brokenhearted, cast out evil spirits, brought sight 
to the blind, and gave hope to the hopeless.

His message was radical, and His love, 
unparalleled. Prostitutes, politicians, beggars, 
and kings were all the same to Him and equally 
deserving of love - not because of their 
worthiness but because God, being the very 
definition of Love, could do no less. He told us to 
live simply, to give generously, and to love 
unconditionally.
OWSOMS page 8: God gave His all therefore 
through The Salvation Army support the One 
Week Salary on Missionary Services Appeal.

Above all these happenings during the journey 
of Christ leading to the Cross and new beginning 
on the resurrection, Prayer was central and the 
anchor of Jesus that kept him going till He 

uttered these words when He was on 
the Cross ‘It is finished: Bearing our 
sins Jesus gave Himself to prayer. He 
chooses a familiar place to him where 
He fights a battle. The enemy was out 
to destroy Him, but Christ kneels in 
prayer, seeking power to assure 
victory. He prays in solitude. Great 
lessons and strategies to learn and 
apply from our Master. Read what the 
Territorial Commander has to share 
about this man of Sorrow on page 4 
“ T h e  h o u r  o f  C r u c i f i x i o n   

approaches”. 

The Saviour is willing to help you. He will carry 
you through only if you ask Him.

Following the happenings before Jesus was 
finally hanged on that shameful cross unfolding, 
He had time to serve and fellowship with His 
disciples. Before His crucifixion He shares a 
memorable meal and Lesson with His disciples. 
Acts of servant leadership is demonstrated to 
them by washing of their feet.

Jesus' life amazed many people. Pilate when He 
could not convince the accusers of Jesus to 
release Him though he told them that he 
(Pilate)did not find Him guilty, after they 
violated his instructions. When he saw Him still 
alive in the condition they left Him after 
whipping Him, Jesus still on His feet, he could 
say nothing but only say in astonishment 'Here is 
the MAN (Nang' uMuntu)!” Read on what 
Captain Phelelani Khathi has to say about “nang' 
uMuntu!” page 6.

A crucified person was despised, rejected by all 
and yet here is the Son of God hanging on a cruel 
cross. Despite all the mocking, scorn spitting on 
his face Jesus prays for them all and asks that 
they be forgiven. Are you forgiving? 
Forgiveness is often difficult however it is a 
condition in place in order for us to be forgiven. 
Read what Major Kervin Harry has to say about 
the “Shameful Cross.” Page 7

The Cross stands at the centre of human history 
as God's supreme act of Love (1 John4:10;17) 
and the only source of redemption for the lost 
and fallen humanity(Rom14:9 ESV Study 
Bible).

Humiliated and Exalted on High

Major Kediemetse 
Lenah Jwili

Continue on page 11

Front Cover Picture: (c) Gracel21 | Dreamstime.com
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The General’s Easter Message

APRIL
3 Good Friday (Public Holiday)
3-5 Easter Celebrations
6 Family Day (Public Holiday)
27 Freedom Day (Public Holiday)

MAY
1 Workers’ Day (Public Holiday)
2-6 Eastern KZN Divisional Review 

(CS, TSWM & Sec Pers/TCCMS)
8-10 Young Women Rally (Eastern KZN Division/Estill 

Corps)
10 Mothers’ Day

15-17 Junior Boys & Junior Miss Rally (Mid KZN Division)
16-17 Junior Miss & Soldier’s Rally (Northern KZN Division)
19 Programme Section Staff Team Building Retreat
25-28 DC/DDWM Consultative Conference
28-29 THQ Officers Retreat
30-31 MASIC
31 OWSOMS Launch

EDITOR’S APOLOGY
Apologies for the misprint reference on the February Cover
issue 5832, should read 2015 not 2014.W
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The Power of Resurrection

General
André Cox

What a glorious celebration Easter Sunday represents 
for each one of us! God in raising Christ has defeated 
death. God in raising Christ has freed us from sin. 
God in raising Christ has established a sure eternal 
future for all who know Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

Life can be so full of uncertainty, danger and fears. 
Easter, however, serves to remind us that the life 
Jesus brought and bought cannot be undermined or 
extinguished.

As we celebrate the glory of the risen Christ, our hearts are 
filled with praise. We rejoice in worship as we gain new 
insight and understanding of God’s eternal purposes and his 
plan of salvation for the world! As Jesus was raised from the 
dead, so will we be if we place our hope, trust and faith in God 
who sent his only Son into this world - not to condemn but to 
save!

It is not difficult to understand the consternation, 
disappointment, fear and discouragement of the disciples 
following the terrible events of Good Friday. They were 
devastated, shocked and completely thrown off course. Jesus 
had told his disciples on numerous occasions that he would 
die and rise again on the third day. Why, then, does it appear 
that not one of the disciples understood or realised what 
happened on that resurrection morning? Had the forces of 
darkness and injustice won the day? There are those today 
who seem to think so.

Amidst scenes of despair, suffering, injustice, greed, violence 
and the consequences of continued economic instability 
across the globe, I wonder whether there are Christians who 
this day feel despondent. Perhaps there might even be a sense 
of disillusionment for one reason or another. The disciples on 
the road to Emmaus expressed such feelings well: ‘We had 
hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.’

When Jesus appeared to the disciples following his 
resurrection they did not recognise him. Possibly their 
preoccupation with personal sorrow and despair obscured 
what should have been clear.

How many times do we fail to sense Jesus’ presence within 
our life and in the world today? Do we, as Christians, always 
reflect the joy and the power of the resurrection in our daily 
living? If we are honest we would have to admit that we don’t 
always. However, it shouldn’t - indeed it needn’t - be like that!

It is as if our spiritual eyes are opened and we gain 
ever more understanding of God’s eternal purposes 
that through faith we begin to experience triumph 
over darkness and despair. Moment by moment, day 
by day, we can know the power and the victory of 
Christ’s resurrection in our life. Hallelujah!

It is my prayer that these familiar words will resonate 
in your heart as we celebrate once again the reality of 
our risen Lord Jesus:

Thine is the glory,
Risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory

Thou o’er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment
Rolled the stone away,

Kept the folded grave clothes
Where thy body lay.

Chorus
Thine is the glory,

Risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets thee,
Risen from the tomb;

Lovingly he greets thee,
Scatters fear and gloom;

Let his Church with gladness
Hymns of triumph sing,
For her Lord now liveth;
Death has lost its sting.

No more we doubt thee,
Glorious Prince of Life!

Life is naught without thee;
Aid us in thy strife;

Make us more than conquerors 
Through thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan

To they  home above.

Edmond Louis Budry ( 1854-1921),
trs Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939)

(The Song Book of The Salvation Army, # 152)
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In Matthew 16 : 21 to 23 we read :  
“From that time Jesus began to show 
to His disciples that He  must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
the third day.

Then Peter took Him aside and 
began to rebuke Him saying ‘Far be 
it from You, Lord; this shall not 
happen to You!’

But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me Satan! 
You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the 
things of God, but the things of men.'”  (NKJV)

Before this Peter has acknowledged that Jesus was the 
Messiah and immediately took offense when the Lord 
began to teach the disciples about the suffering to come. 
Peter was not ready for this.  Perhaps we share Peter's 
difficulty of accepting the reality of suffering too.  The 
Christian church is a community of fellowship, a caring 
community, and a suffering community.  I think a deeper 
fellowship comes through sharing in Christ's suffering 
and death.

John records in chapter 12 and verses 27 to 33 Christ’s 
impending death on the Cross. The sufferings, of Jesus 
and particularly His death, were the Father’s profoundest 
occasion to glorify Him.  John saw that Jesus was not 
glorified in His resurrection and ascension as much as 
already in His sacrificial death on the cross.  Verse 32 
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
peoples to Myself” and verse 33 “This He said, signifying 
by what death He would die.” (NKJV)

Commissioner
William Langa

Mankind was lost in sin. The 
divine pronouncement was death, 
a holy righteous God could not 
tolerate sin in His Creation.  
There was nothing He could do to 
save himself.  Helpless but not 
hopeless.  God provided a way.  
Edward Mote wrote the words we 
sing :

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and 

righteousness,
I dare not trust 

the sweetest from,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Are you possessed of a hope that is 
steadfast and strong?

From the Territorial Commander
The hour of Crucifixion approaches.

The Lord Jesus speaks about His death.

SOON after receiving the news that General Eva Burrows (Retired) had been promoted to Glory on the 
evening of 20 March 2015, the Chief of the Staff (Commissioner William Roberts) sent out the following 
information to Salvation Army leaders around the world, paying tribute to the peoples General The Salvation 
Armys 13th international leader:
A daughter of Salvation Army officer parents, Eva Evelyn Burrows was born on 15 September 1929 in 
Newcastle, Australia. She committed her life to God for service as a Salvation Army officer while she was 
studying at Queensland University in Australia. Having received her Bachelor of Arts degree in May 1950, 
with majors in English and History, she entered the William Booth Memorial Training College in London, 
and was commissioned a Salvation Army officer in 1951.
Her first appointment was to Portsmouth Citadel Corps, in the Southampton and Channel Islands 
Division of the British Territory, as an assistant officer. Following this initial appointment, Eva Burrows 
was appointed as an officer teacher to the Howard Institute, a large mission station in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe). 
During 14 years at Howard Institute, Eva became particularly concerned with the training of teachers for 
the network of Salvation Army schools throughout Zimbabwe. During her first homeland leave she 
undertook a course at Sydney University for the degree of Master of Education, and presented her thesis 
on the training of African teachers in Zimbabwe.
Returning to Howard Institute, she became the first woman vice-principal and, from that appointment, 
she became the Principal of the Usher Institute a secondary boarding school for girls. Under her 
innovative leadership, Usher Institute became well known in Zimbabwe as an outstanding girls 
educational centre.
In 1970 Eva Burrows was appointed to London where she spent five years at the International College for 
Officers, first as vice-principal and then principal. A significant impact on Eva Burrowss life was her 
appointment as leader of the Womens Social Services in Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 1975 to 
1977. It brought her into close touch with the effects of poverty and exploitation in the crowded cities of 
Britain. 
Adaptation to a new culture became necessary when in January 1977 she became Territorial Commander 
for Sri Lanka. In less than three years she had made such an impression in that predominantly Buddhist 
country that The Ceylon Observer said of her: People like Eva Burrows grace any country they serve in. 
The Salvation Army has been very pragmatic and practical about its work, and Eva Burrows is a symbol 
of the Army’s attitude to the poor and meek.

Celebrating the Life of General Eva Burrows ®

continue on page 5
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Boundless... The Whole World Praying! A Global Call to 24/7 prayer!

Lt Colonel
Keith Conrad

In the lead-up to the 2015 ‘Boundless Congress’, 
with less than three months to go, it is a timely 
opportunity for the territory to engage in 
“Boundless…the Whole World Praying.” Since 
Tuesday 1 July 2014, Salvationists have been 
uniting in simultaneous 24/7 (non-stop) prayer all 
over the world. 

This wave of prayer will roll over from one territory, 
command or region to another and will conclude on 
Sunday 5 July 2015, the last day of the congress. 
During this period Salvationists are called upon to 
intentionally intercede for our world, The Salvation Army and 
in preparation for the Congress.

Territories, commands and regions have been allocated 
different prayer dates to participate in this Global Call to 24/7 
prayer. The Southern Africa territory has been allocated to 
engage in the 24/7 prayer from 16 – 22 April 2015. At the 
beginning of the year, initial communication has gone out to 
all DHQ's with a call to engage in 24/7 prayer. 

From this end, we want to encourage all people to engage in 
Boundless…the Whole World Praying, in their local settings. 
After all, Salvationists are a people of prayer! You can do this 
either through the creation of prayer rooms or general prayer 
focused activities. A resource manual, which explains what 
24/7 prayer is about, with ideas and suggestions, is available 
from your DHQ. 

Boundless…the Whole World Praying has created seven 
prayer stations focusing on each verse of the Founder's song 
'O Boundless Salvation' and we encourage Salvationists to 
use this resource – either individually or corporately – in 
prayer rooms, meetings, small groups and so on. 

her not only to preside over the early development of the fledgling United 
Kingdom Territory, but also to give vigorous leadership to another of her 
visionary initiatives the return of The Salvation Army to a number of Eastern 
Bloc countries where it had previously worked. General Eva led The 
Salvation Army back into eastern Europe, with work being re-established in 
the former East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Russia itself.
General Burrows passion in her public utterances was to preach Christ. This 
came out of her own personal experience of him, which she described thus: 
The focus and dynamic of my life is Jesus Christ. I will lift up Christ and 
would challenge all Salvationists to a commitment to Christ which makes 
them a powerful witness for him in the world today. On another occasion she 
declared: I do not preach Christianity; I preach Christ, as a living Saviour.
Dr Billy Graham, with whom General Burrows had a warm association, said 
of her: General Eva Burrows is unquestionably one of the most respected and 
influential Christian leaders of our time. She is also an individual of great 
warmth, selfless compassion, unusual vision, and profound spiritual 
commitment. She embodies the spiritual commitment and dedication that led 
to the founding of The Salvation Army by William and Catherine Booth over 
100 years ago. General Eva Burrows entered honourable retirement in July 
1993, but hardly slowed down. She maintained a busy schedule of 
international travel and, when not travelling, could be found taking her place 
as an active soldier at the Army’s urban corps in Melbourne, Australia not 
only attending Sunday meetings, but engaging with homeless youth during 
the week, leading Bible studies and being what she had always been a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. In addition to all of that, she served on the board of the 
International Bible Society from 1995 to 2005.
Let her official biographer, the late Colonel Henry Gariepy, have the final 
word: General Burrows, you transcend your generation as one of the greatest 
leaders of Salvation Army history, a leader of vision who took the Army where 
it had not dared to go before. 
Salvationists of the world join me in saluting one of our great Army leaders of 
modern times General Eva Burrows. Servant of God well done!

continued from page 4

In December 1979, she became leader of The Salvation Army’s work in 
Scotland where she undertook a further three years of inspirational 
leadership. Salvationists remember the drive and devotion which she brought 
to her task.
After 30 years of officer service, On 1 October 1982 Eva was appointed to the 
first assignment she ever held as an officer in her homeland. Based in 
Melbourne, she served as Territorial Commander for Australia Southern 
Territory. There, significant and innovative initiatives characterised her 
leadership style over the next four years. Such was the extent of her influence 
that she was regularly consulted by the Prime Minister for her opinion and 
advice on a variety of matters. On 2 May 1986 the High Council elected Eva 
Burrows as the 13th General of The Salvation Army. She succeeded General 
Jarl Wahlström to office on 9 July 1986. She was welcomed for her energetic 
style of leadership, for her infectious enthusiasm and for her impatience with 
anything inefficient. She was the focus and symbol of unity, and her varied 
international experience eminently equipped her for the role.
The restructuring of the Army’s work in the United Kingdom was a complex 
issue that had been considered a number of times over many years, and with 
characteristic boldness and determination General Burrows addressed the 
issue head on, and drove it through to conclusion. In the authorised biography 
General of God's Army (Henry Gariepy) it is recorded: The international 
press of the Army headlined it Revolution, the term coined by its chief 
architect, Colonel John Larsson. With characteristic boldness, wrote 
Larsson, the General has launched the Army’s most fundamental 
administrative change in the its 125-year history. The restructuring of the 
Army’s International Headquarters and its British Territory was indeed 
revolutionary and radical.
Under the Army’s constitution, General Burrows was scheduled to retire 
from office in July 1991 but, as a result of the process whereby a General may 
be extended in office if more than two-thirds of the active commissioners 
agree to the proposal, General Burrows was asked if she would consider 
extending her term of office by two years. She agreed to do so, thus enabling 

They are:
1. Boundless love
2. Conviction of sin
3. Freedom from sin
4. Surrender
5. Commitment
6. Calling
7. Boundless life.

These can be adapted to your local context. These 
prayer topics - Boundless…the Whole World Praying 

will unite Salvationists around the world in focused 
intercession for: 
- The Mission Priorities of The Salvation Army
- A deeper knowledge of God’s boundless love
- Salvation, holiness and justice
- Specific congress related topics
- Territories, commands and regions around the Army 

world.
- Anything else that the Lord lays on our hearts.

We call upon every Salvationist, every person reading this, to 
pray, to get involve, not only in Boundless... the Whole World 
Praying, but to pray continually ... without ceasing and be an 
Army on its knees, as we experience the power of prayer!

As we pray, may we grasp the magnificence of the boundless 
riches of Christ and his limitless power to transform us 
inwardly.



Emva kohambo olude, olunesihluku nenzondo 
sibona uJesu ephambi kuka Pilato, alitholakalanga 
icala kuJesu kodwa abaholi bafafaza umoya omubi 
kubantu becindezela uPilato ukuba amgwebe 
(Mathewu 27: 20). Ngenxa yokucindezelwa 
ngabantu besabisa nokumketula esikhundleni, 
uPilato wanikela uJesu kubantu ethi mabenze 
ngokufisa kwabo

Kulo iVangeli lika Mathewu 27: 12 siyafunda futhi 
ukuthi uPilato wasikhipha isinqumo walimisa 
ngembaba lokuthi akafumani cala kuJesu, kodwa isinqumo 
sakhe saba lize ngenxa yencindezi eyabe ivela kubaholi 
bezenkolo nesixuku sabaJuda. Yilapho uPilato ageza khona 
izandla, ecela ukuba icala legazi likaJesu lingabalelwa kuye. 
Isiphithiphithi sanda abantu befuna ukubona igazi likaJesu 
lichitheka.

Kulowo msindo uJesu wathula akaz' aphendula futhi 
ngokuthula wagcwalisa isiprofetho esaphuma ngo Isaya 
(53:7). Kulokho nathi safun' ukuthi uma sibekwa amabala 
siqanjelwa amanga kumele singazami ukuzilwela 
nokuziphendulela ngokuba ukhona uMuntu onguMeli wethu 
oyisiphendulela (Johane 8, I Johane 2)

Ngokwentando yabo bamthatha uJesu ezandleni zika Pilato 
emva kokuba uPilato esebonile ukuthi akanakubahlula. 
Isicelo sika Pilato kwabe kungukuthi bamshaye ajeziswe 
ngemivimbo ngoba akukho cala elabe lingaze limgwebele 
ukufa. Noma- ke uPilato amyekela ezandleni zezitha kodwa 
yena uJesu uqobo akazange avume ukunikela impilo yakhe 
ezandleni zabo, lokhu kufakazelwa amazwi awasho 
e s e s i p h a m b a n w e n i  o k u n g a m a z w i  o k u g c i n a  
kwayisikhombisa (“Baba ezandleni zakho ngiyawubeka 
umoya wami” Luke 23:46). Akabekanga ithemba lakhe 
kubantu kodwa waqhubeka ekwethembeni uNkulunkulu 
kwaze kwaba sekufeni.

uPilato washaqeka uma ephumela ngaphandle ebona indlela 
ayeseshaywe ngayo uJesu. Bamshaya waze wabe sezingeni 
lokuthi ngeke asaphila, uPilato ukhaliswa ukuthi ubethe 
akube imivimbo nje hleze beneliseke. Wayengasabukeki, 
ebuthakathaka kodwa uPilato uma embona ethwele 
isiphambano uzwakela ethi 'Nang'umuntu noma Bhekani 
Lomuntu” (John 19: 5). Lamazwi ajulile ngoba afakazela 
ukuthi uJesu unguMuntu ngempela. Lokhu kuyagcizelela 
ukuthi insindiso yethu yayingeke ivele ezilwaneni noma 
ezithixweni kodwa kumuntu iNkosi uJesu. uPilato wabe 
efakazela ukuthi uLizwi wehla waba inyama ekuze azuze 
abantu benyama baphume esonweni abaphe ukuphila 
okuphakade (Johane 1:1-14 no 3:16, Romans 6:1-14, Heberu 
10).

uPilato uma ethi bhekani lomuntu, Umethula emhlabeni 
wonke uthi 'nang' umuntu'  emema izwe lonke ukuba 
libhekise amehlo alo kuye. Lamazwi angikhumbuza amazwi 
endoda eyabe ihlezi duze kwechibi iminyaka engama 38, 
ingatholi usizo nethemba lingasekho yathi: 'anginamuntu 
wokungifaka emanzini uma ichibi linyakaziswa' Johane 5: 5-
7.

Mhleli nabafundi beNhlaba Mkhosi ngivumeleni 
ngethule Nang'umuntu onamandla okwelapha 
onamandla okuphilisa izifo zethu zonke (Jehova 
Raphe :Ihubo 103: 3 (b))

Nang'Umuntu obona izinsizi zethu futhi onamandla 
okusisiza (Isaya 53: 4), impela ezinsizini zethu iso 
lakhe liyabona. Ungakhala ubone sengathi 
awunakwe muntu kwisimo sakho, kodwa namuhla 
ngethula kuwe uMuntu uKrestu uJesu onamandla 

okwesula lezo zinyembezi. Khala kuye uyezwa futhi 
izinyembezi zakho ngeke ziwele phansi.

Anginamuntu wokungiyisa esikoleni

Anginamuntu ongilalelayo

Anginamuntu ongangifaka emsebenzini

Anginamuntu ongaqonda (understand) isimo sami

Akukho muntu ongabuye angithathe ume senginje,

cha- ake uzame nang'umuntu owasiza eyami impilo

Iculo l i thi :  “ is imanga somuntu waseKhalvar i ,  
owangi thwale la  amaca la  ami ,  inh l iz iyo  yami  
seyigcwel'ukumbonga, isimanga somuntu waseKhalvari”

Nguye opha abantu impilo nensindiso nezibusiso. Nguye 
owangithola ngilahlwe ngokwempela, nguye ongithatha la 
angibeke la. Nguye ovula iminyango evaliwe, nguye 
osiphakamisayo abantu besicindezela, nguye onguBaba 
nomzali lapho izihlobo zifa zisishiya. Thatha loMuntu, 
umfake kuzo zonke izimo zakho, uphonse kuye zonke 
izinkathazo zakho (I Petro 5:7). 

Letha konke okukusindayo nokuhlupha impilo yakho 
ezandleni zomuntu uJesu (Mathewu 11:28). Akukho lomuntu  
angeke akulungise, yebo ngiyaza futhi ngibonile ekwenza 
kweyami impilo.

Kulabo abathi anginamuntu, kulephasika lika 2015 ngithi 
nang' umuntu uKrestu uJesu.

Captain Phelelani G Khathi
Corps Officer
Kwa-Mashu Corps & 
Mathunjwa Memorial 
Day Care Centre.
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Nang’ Umuntu
John 19: 1-5

Captain
Phelelani G Khathi
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The Shameful Cross
- Symbol of Redemption

THE URGENCY OF OUR RESPONSE.
I recall hearing a Salvation Army officer preach many years ago 
and during his sermon he used the phrase, “ The Lord’s work 
requires haste.” Whether or not he used it in context that time, its  
scriptural truth always resonates within my mind, leaving me to 
think of how important it is preach the Gospel with urgency. Up 
to this point there is probably very little I have said which is new 
to you. I share this message with some degree of urgency. I 
recalled the Angels comforting the disciples on resurrection 
day, “Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven”. (Acts 1:11).  

The Bible presents God's work of redemption as an ongoing 
process. Throughout the Old Testament, He leads His chosen 
people toward truth and righteousness. The final phase of the 
process of redemption began with the first coming of Jesus and 
will culminate in the events surrounding His Second Coming. 
There will be a final judgment of all people, living and dead. 
The faithful will receive new spiritual bodies for eternal life; the 
wicked will be cast into hell. There will be a final defeat and 
destruction of all evil -- Satan, sin, suffering and death. The 
kingdom of God will come to its fulfilment at last. You need to 
respond to His offer of Salvation. Easter reminds us of a new 
dawning, an opportunity to receive forgiveness and cleansing. 
Jesus alone can provide the cleansing you need.

The significance of Good-Friday, Easter and the Cross 
is often overlooked or distorted by churches, especially 
those in the Western World. For many, Easter Sunday 
eggs and bunny rabbits which bears no spiritual 
significance to this very important aspect of the 
Christian Church. For some it is more of a one off 
annual antidote for the rest of the year or until a next 
Easter. It is the typical behaviour of many people who 
deem themselves as being religious.  It is for this 
reason that I am addressing my message to the religious 
unbelievers of whom I have no doubt believe in the 
facts of the resurrection, but who fail to understand the 
true purpose of the Cross of Calvary. 

THE CROSS IS MORE THAN WHAT YOU THINK. 
The Son of God hung on that Cross bearing the entire sin and 
shame of this sin sick world. The death of Christ was the death 
of one who knew no sin, but died on behalf of sinners. His death 
was unique because it was a part of God's eternal plan that 
Christ would die as an innocent sacrificial lamb, paying the 
price for the sins of this world. He is the Lamb who came to take 
away the sins of the world, (John 1:29; cf. 1 Cor.5.7). Jesus was 
designated as the perfect sacrifice, without spot or blemish, 
whose death has atoned for the sins of others (Is.53; Heb.9:11-
14). The Cross is more than what you think. It was meant to save 
us from our sins, providing hope for all humanity who will 
accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. Easter should not be 
treated as a one-off pill which we think might solve our long 
term problems. It is an opportunity to be reminded that we each 
must invest into the kingdom of God by seeking first the 
kingdom of God as our eternal destination. 

THE REDEMPTION OF THE CROSS. 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us." Galatians 3:13.  Scripture teaches us that there are 
two points of view from which we may regard Christ's death 
upon the cross. The one is the REDEMPTION OF THE 
CROSS: Christ dying for us as our complete deliverance from 
the curse of sin. The other, THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE 
CROSS Christ taking us up to die with Him, and making us 
partakers of the fellowship of His death in our own experience. 
As we focus on the Redemption of the Cross, we recognised that 
without the Cross there couldn't have been any hope. Imagine, 
the Cross, tool used during the Roman Empire era to execute 
persons found guilty of crimes punishable by death. The public 
humiliation of the criminal and by extension his family was 
much to bear. It brought with it great agony, shame and disgrace 
and although many who received death by crucifixion deserved 
it, the Saviour Jesus Christ was undeserving of such cruel public 
humiliation.  In our text we have three great unsearchable 
thoughts. The law of God has pronounced a curse on all sin and 
on all that is sinful. Christ took our curse upon Him yea, became 
a curse and so destroyed its power, and in that cross we now 
have the everlasting redemption from sin and all its power. The 
cross reveals to us man's sin as under the curse, Christ becoming 
a curse and so overcoming it, and our full and everlasting 
deliverance from the curse. The preaching of the redemption of 
the cross is the foundation and centre of the salvation the gospel 
brings us. Here in lies the mystery of the Cross. There is hope for 
those who believe its full truth. It gives us boldness to rejoice in 
God each day of our lives. Our sins are nailed on the shameful 
Cross. A price was paid; Jesus paid it all so that we can live. 

P
ic

tu
re

: (
c)

 P
u

re
ra

d
ia

n
ce

p
h

o
to

 |
 D

re
a
m

st
im

e
.c

o
m

Major
Kervin Harry



Self-Denial / OWSOMS 2014
TOP 47 Contributions
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Johannesburg City (Central)

St Helena (W Cape)

Khubvi (Limpopo)

Athlone (W Cape)

South Rand (Central)

Imbali (MKZN)

Ekushumayeleni (NKZN)

Benoni (Central)

PE Central (Ecape)

Cape Town Citadel (W Cape)

Umlazi (MKZN)

Hammersdale (MKZN)

Pietermaritzburg (MKZN)

Claremont (Wcape)

KwaMsane (EKZN)

Emangweni (Mpumalanga)

KwaThema (Central)

Pearth Memorial (Central)

Durban Central (MKZN)

East London (Ecape)

Clermont (MKZN)

KwaMashu (MKZN)

Katlehong (Central)

Nongoma (NKZN)

86 590.00

22 689.23

20 879.80

17 639.45

17 056.00

15 350.00

15 295.00

15 200.00

14 000.00

13 005.00

13 000.00

11 500.00

11 000.00

10 991.85

10 827.00

10 341.50

10 000.00

10 000.00

10 000.00

9 380.00

9 337.00

9 251.00

9 200.00

9 001.90

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

8 662.00

8 440.00

8 406.10

8 168.70

7 368.50

7 355.05

7 296.00

7 295.00

7 242.00

7 000.00

6 090.00

6 022.30

6 000.00

5 990.00

5 760.00

5 665.10

5 149.10

5 100.00

5 078.90

5 000.00

4 610.00

4 070.00

4 000.00

Esikhawini (EKZN)

KwaDukuza (EKZN)

Catherine Booth (EKZN)

Vryheid (NKZN)

Witbank (NKZN)

KwaMakhutha (MKZN)

Esibhoweni (EKZN)

Manenberg (W Cape)

Eshowe (EKZN)

Observatory (W Cape)

Namibia (W Cape)

Estill (EKZN)

Vosloorus (Central)

Pretoria (Central)

Montpelier (MKZN)

Mandeni (EKZN)

Thohoyandou (Limpopo)

William Booth (NKZN)

Mceleni (MKZN)

S’phendulwe (Central)

Robertson (W Cape)

William Eadie (Limpopo)

Thembisa (Central)

Name of Corps Amount Name of Corps Amount
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International
News Release

International Day of Prayer for Children 2015

Landmark Women’s Event - Bound-Less - Planned for 
International Congress

London, 26 January 2015/IHQ/ – WOMEN connected with 
The Salvation Army are to benefit from a unique opportunity 
to celebrate and worship together during the 150th 
anniversary congress, Boundless – The Whole World 
Redeeming, in July this year. Bound-Less will unite Salvation 
Army women from across the world as they consider three 
themes: ‘Unrestricted’, ‘Liberated’ and ‘Released’.

Held in the Boundless Theatre venue at London’s O2 arena at 
2.30 pm on Friday 3 July, Bound-Less will give Salvationists 
opportunity to acknowledge and applaud the impact of 
women’s contributions to The Salvation Army’s worldwide 
mission. The gathering will include upbeat, enthusiastic 
singing and musical presentations, and will showcase some of 
the most effective women's ministries programmes from 
around the globe. Special guest speakers will challenge and 
empower all who join together for the event.

Commissioner Rosalie Peddle (Zonal Secretary for Women’s 
Ministries, Americas and Caribbean) anticipates that the 
gathering will energise and embolden the international 
attendees. She explains: ‘Life for women in the 21st century is 
busy and challenging, and this event seeks to engage 
delegates in a celebration of their Christian faith. Through the 
amazing diversity found throughout The Salvation Army’s 
126 countries, we want to encourage women in their spiritual 
development. Bound-Less aims to inspire the living of 
transformed, holy lives – enabling the women of The 
Salvation Army to be people of compassion, justice and 
action; winning their families, friends and communities for 
Christ.’

Boundless – The Whole World Redeeming runs from 1–5 July 2015, 
marking the 150th anniversary of The Salvation Army. For the latest 
updates, visit the congress website, boundless2015.org. Also, 'like' 
the congress Facebook page, follow the Twitter account, and 
interact with the congress team on Instagram. 

Report by IHQ Communications 
International Headquarters

London, 18 February 2015/IHQ/ – EVERY year The 
Salvation Army sets aside the last Sunday in March as the 
International Day of Prayer for Children. The date for this 
year’s day of prayer is Sunday 29 March, under the simple 
theme 'Pray continually' (1 Thessalonians 5:17 New 
International Version). Salvation Army corps (churches) and 
centres are encouraged to place a special emphasis on this day 
on praying for children all around the world.

To help with preparations for the 2015 day of prayer, 
discussion and information resources have been prepared by 
Major Michelle Woodhouse and Captain Teresa Everett 
(officers serving in the United Kingdom Territory with the 
Republic of Ireland) and a poster has been created at 
International Headquarters (IHQ) to ensure that all 
Salvationists and friends are aware of the occasion. All of the 
resources are available on the IHQ website, at 

.

The day of prayer gives opportunity to 
remember that The Salvation Army’s work 
with children is truly worldwide ( , for 
instance, shows the spread of the five zones 
which oversee The Salvation Army's work in 
126 countries – use the ‘select your country’ 
drop-down menu to find out which country is 
in which zone).

The Prayer Passport resource is easy to share 
with congregation members or with friends 
and individuals linked to The Salvation Army. 
Participants in the day of prayer may want to 
write a specific prayer for children in each of 

sar.my/dopchildren2015

this link

the five zones where The Salvation Army is at work. 
Alternatively, the interactive web page enables people to pray 
for topics shared by Salvation Army children's workers 
around the world or add their own specific prayer requests to 
the discussion page so that others can pray for these particular 
concerns and needs.

The online resources page includes simple ideas that may be 
helpful as people think about ways to get involved. Major 
Janet Robson (Youth and Children's Officer, IHQ) says that, 
importantly, 'the resources can be used with children 
themselves so they can join in and pray for other children'.

The 2015 day of prayer falls on Palm Sunday, but Major 
Robson sees this as a positive thing. 'The value that Jesus 
gives children is made very clear on Palm Sunday,' she 
explains. 'In Matthew 21:15-16 we read that the chief priests 

and teachers of the law became angry about 
children shouting "Hosanna to the Son of 
David" in the temple courts. Jesus had no time 
for this attitude, and reminded them of the 
psalmists' words: "From the lips of children 
and infants you, Lord, have called forth your 
praise.”

'The fact that children played a significant role 
on the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem can 
serve as an encouragement (and challenge) to 
us all. Let's align ourselves with Jesus' 
response to children and affirm them in every 
way we can, including through our prayers.’

Report by IHQ Communications
International Headquarters
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Easter Celebration around the Territory

Together let us celebrate the gift of Jesus, the gift of New life and the 
gift of New Beginnings. The exaltation of Christ began when He left 
His grave clothes in an empty tomb. Sin, Satan and death were 
decisively defeated when Jesus rose from the death. Jesus foretold 
His resurrection (Mark 8: 31; 9:31; 10:34) and actually did rise from 
the dead .Evidence of the resurrection –empty tomb, his clothes in 
the empty tomb, numerous eyewitness accounts, the radical change 
in the disciples' lives. Read the General's message on page 3.

“Do settle it in your minds that without a dying, a real, a complete 
and eternal separation between your old self and the new self, which 
means to live and die for others, you cannot be a true disciple of 
Jesus Christ. (Catherine Booth).”

“Your destiny is to seek and find and bring home the lost. You are to 
remember the forgotten, to guide those who have wandered.

I want to say to everyone, my comrade, what do you think and dream 
of? What lies nearest to your heart? Where is your ambition? In what 
direction do your hopes lie? Are you with the sheep which have been 

found, or is your heart outside with those which are lost? They are all 
around you; there are whole flocks of them in every land. (General 
Bramwell Booth)”

Dear Readers, as most of you will be travelling to different venues to 
celebrate the new life, new beginnings with other believers I pray 
God's blessing upon you all. I urge you to prepare the soil of your 
hearts for God's Word by repenting of your sins (1 John 1:9). We 
must get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent. 
Meditate of God’s love and grace through His word that will cause 
us to plough up any hardness that is within our hearts (Jeremiah 4:3). 
Finally have the attitude of meekness (James 1:21). Receive the 
Word with meekness and do not try to twist and conform it to your 
thinking or shift it as if it is meant for someone else. It is meant for 
you, and you only! Have a blessed Easter. Come back renewed on 
fire for the Lord as the apostles of old. Share the Good news 
unashamed.

I know that my redeemer Lives. You ask me how I know He lives, 
He lives within my heart. Ulinqobile ithuna!! Morena o tsohile 
Halleluja!!

Humiliated and Exalted on HighContinued from page 2



“The student Magistrate and the Nurse”

Spending a lovely afternoon with Colonels Erikson, I 
soon became very aware that they had spent a lifetime 
not just serving where God had sent them, as Officers do, 
but that their lives were intertwined in the rich and 
sometimes sad history of our country. This is just a small 
extract of their story…

Kenneth Bradley Erikson was born at the Bradley 
Institute in Zimbabwe, where his Officer parents were 
serving, in 1933 and Elizabeth Isobel Du Toit was born in 
1930 at  Ixopo.

Ken had started correspondence study in 1952 for the 
law courses required for the then Rhodesian Justice 
Department to qualify for a Magistrates position, when God started 
impressing on his heart that he should offer himself for  Officership. He asked 
God for a sign and that wherever he should serve, someone would come and 
approach him, which God promptly did through Major Allister Smith! At first 
he was going to train in South Africa, but his uncle assisted him to train in the 
UK and he entered training as a Cadet  of the “Soul Winners” Session in 1954. 
He met Cadet Elizabeth du Toit, in whose presence he felt at ease and not 
strange like most of the others. It was later that he received a letter from his 
mom saying that she had heard from a friend that a girl originally from 
Pietermaritzburg Corps was entering that same session.

During training Cadet Ken had been praying for definite guidance from the 
Lord as to who would be his life partner.  During his quiet time God 
confirmed that Cadet Elizabeth was the person, but that this would be in 
God’s time. Hebrews 10:35-36 was the promise he held onto as he waited. 
After commissioning day 13 May 1955, when Ken was appointed to Bradford 
Corps in the UK and Elizabeth was sent to a maternity hospital in Cape Town, 
he approached her to ask if he might write to her after their first year of serving 
as Officers – she eventually agreed! Then came the final arrangements of 
packing up and Probationary Lieutenants Erikson and Du Toit never even got 
opportunity to say their good byes.

Probationary Lieuenants Ken Erikson and Alec Hall were stationed  together 
and as soon as they arrived, the DC met with them to inform that they needed 
to repair a wall in the Corps Hall and that they would receive some funds IF 
the Corps had raised some money as well.  So at their welcome meeting, they 
raised the issue and promptly within 2 months the money was raised just 

ndbefore the winter started. In 1956 2  Lieutenant Ken received marching 
orders to Sowerby Bridge Corps.  It was during this time he started writing to 

nd2  Lieutenant Elizabeth.  They corresponded regularly and soon were 
receiving letters every 2 weeks or so.

Ken made himself known in the Sowerby Bridge community very soon 
through his pub booming ministry. In April 1957 at an Officers retreat he 
received farewell orders to Chikankata hospital in the then Rhodesia 
Territory. On route to Cape Town, the boat stopped at the Canary Islands and 

st st1  Lt Ken bought a beautiful table cloth for 1  Lt Elizabeth to bring to his first 
meeting with her in 2 years.

During the week that Ken spent in Cape Town before boarding the train to 
Chikankata, it became clear that they were both serious about each other and 
decided to officially correspond as a courting couple. Elizabeth was not able 
to see Ken off at the station. On the evening in May 1957 he left to his new 
appointment with a very sad heart, but the hope to share the rest of his life with 
her.

It took some doing to obtain permission to write to each other officially and 
stthen be allowed to visit each other.  1  Lieutenant Ken showed determination 

in the face of the challenge of a “developing postal service” and the couple 
were allowed to spend time together in 
January 1958. Their engagement had 
officially been approved in November 
1957 and so they purchased a suitable 
ring in Salisbury after spending some 
time praying outside the jewellery store.  
They spent the rest of their time together 
travelling to Pretoria to attend a 
wedding and then to Howick to be with 
Elizabeth’s family.

stBack at Chikankata, 1  Lt Ken was soon busy with 
driving the tractor when there was no driver, checking on 
the young men from the leper colony who were making 
bricks. The bricks were used to build rondavels to house 
the men. He also was the secretary responsible for the 
finances.

On 17 May 1958, Ken and Elizabeth were married at 
Johannesburg Corps by Brigadier Robert Von Kleist.  
They returned to Chikankata after a short honeymoon at 
Tongaat Beach and Elizabeth worked in the operating 
theatre, helping with anaesthetics. Ken marvelled at how 
quickly and efficiently she made their home special and a 
place of joy.  Val Allies, who had trained with the 

Eriksons joined them at Chikankata as the Sister Tutor and shared their 
quarters.

Then came the joyful news that Elizabeth was pregnant and on 20 February 
1959 their son, Roy Alfred was born. The couple received a donation of 100 
chickens to raise for eggs and meat and they were housed at night in the 
kitchen due to the cold.

In May 1959 the Erikson’s took up a temporary appointment in Sinoia 
Division while Senior Captains Keith and Gwen Anderson went on homeland 
furlough. They were given this Divisional responsibility with oversight from 
THQ. During this time Elizabeth taught Bible lessons at the primary school in 
Sinoia. The couple encouraged Corps in the Division as they travelled to 
special on the weekend and weekdays would evaluate the ministry of the 
schools in the Division. They then oversighted the Bulawayo DHQ for 2 
months and in mid January 1960, Captains Erikson were appointed as 
Divisional Officers of the Semokwe Division with 17 Corps and 16 schools.

In 1962, they transferred to the Southern Africa Territory to serve at Mirriam 
Booth Corps for only 6 weeks when they were appointed to Limpopo 
Division (then called Northern Transvaal Division) as Divisional Officers 
where they served for 9 years. They then served as Divisional Commanders 
of the North Natal Division (DHQ Mountain View) and as Settlement 
Administrators from 1971 -1975. Then they served as Divisional 
Commanders in the Mid Natal Division from 1976-1985.

In 1986 they were appointed as Principals of the College for Officer Training 
and they led the first fully integrated session during a very turbulent time in 
South Africa's history. Even though training was integrated, the living 
situation of the various cadets was still challenging, with cadets living at Fred 
Clarke in Soweto and Skotness House in Jeppe Street, separate from each 
other, due to Apartheid laws.

Part of the Messengers of Joy session would travel by kombi to Fred Clarke to 
join up with the rest of the cadets for classes every day. Although there was 
much danger in the areas around Fred Clarke, the Lord had his hand over the 
cadets and the vehicles were never stopped or checked.

In 1988 the government lifted the ban on various race groups being 
accommodated together and the present THQ building was adapted to 
accommodate the CFOT. The Eriksons served alongside Majors Odegaard, 
Captain Clive Adams, Majors Bussey and Captains Luhlongwana during this 

rdtime and saw 2 full sessions and a 3  session through their first year.

In 1991 they returned to Mountain View as Divisional Commanders of the 
Northern Natal Division and Administrators of the Mountain View 
Settlement until 1993 when they served on THQ for 2 years as Trade and 
printing Secretary and Trade Manager. In 1995 they returned to their beloved 
Venda as Divisional Commanders where they served for 2 years until they 
entered into retirement.

These days the couple continue to live 
happily with their daughter Anne Baxter 
and her husband Richard and continue 
to be an inspiration to many. Their 
confidence has indeed been in nothing 
else but trusting God through their 
various appointments and have 
persevered as God had commanded  
Colonel Ken Erikson way back in his 
Training College days.
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A life story of Lieut Colonels Kenneth and Elizabeth Erikson (by Captain Wendy Clack)





Bible Reading Challenge

WEEK
Luke 22 The Last Supper before Jesus is betrayed, arrested, denied 

and put on trial
During the Passover meal Jesus broke bread and told the disciples 
‘do this in remembrance of me’ (v19). How often do you think he 
meant this should be done?
It may be easy to assume the disciples let Jesus down by falling 
asleep (v45), but can you sympathise more with the drowsiness 
that is caused by sorrow?

Luke 23 The crucifixion, death and burial of Jesus
What would have been the repercussions for us if Jesus had 
proved his power and authority and saved himself in response to 
the dying criminal’s insults?
What day of the week did Jesus die (v 54)?

Luke 24 The resurrected Jesus appears to his disciples and ascends 
into Heaven
What day of the week did Jesus come back to life? How many 
days and nights does this mean he was dead for?
Was Jesus’ body tangible? What evidence is there?
Where is Heaven (v51)?

John 1 Jesus is the Word made flesh and the Lamb of God
Who is the Word made flesh?
Is the World also God?
Why do you think John the Baptist called Jesus ‘the Lamb of 
God’?

John 2 Jesus changes water into wine and clears the Temple
Do you think Mary was fully aware of Jesus’ power?

WEEK 15 Commencing 13 April
John 3 Jesus teaches Nicodemus and John the Baptist testifies about 

Jesus
Would you describe yourself as a ‘born-again Christian’?

John 4 Jesus talks with the Samaritan woman and many Samaritans 
believe through her testimony
In verses 39-42 God used the woman’s testimony to great effect. 
Are you willing to be used in the same way?
The man believed in Jesus’ word (v50). Do you ever have 
difficulty in believing the words of Jesus?

John 5 Jesus heals at the pool of Bethesda and states his authority to 
give life to the dead
What did Jesus mean in verse 14? What could be worse than the 
man’s prior condition (v 5)?
The Jews were trying harder to kill Jesus (v18) because he 
claimed equality with God. Do you think he was right, or was he a 
liar or deluded?

John 6 Jesus feeds the 5,000, walks on water and calls himself the 
Bread of Life
Verses 53-59 may give the impression that some form of 
cannibalism is being proposed. Is this true or is Jesus referring to 
his title of being the Bread of Life in response to verses 30 and 31?

14 Commencing 6 April Does verse 35 help you to understand what ‘eating’ and ‘drinking’ 
means within this conversation?

John 7 Jesus goes to the Feast of Tabernacles
Note the disbelief by his brothers (v 5) who later believed. 
What do you think Jesus meant in verses 33-36?

WEEK 16 Commencing 20 April
John 8 Jesus rescues the adulteress and makes more claims about his 

divinity
What do you think they were going to accuse Jesus of (v 6)? If he 
agreed with their interpretation of the Law, were they hoping his 
compassion would override it?
What do you think Jesus might have been writing in the sand 
(vv6-8)?
Some may say that proving Jesus’ divinity is a big part of John’s 
Gospel (vv 58, 59). Can these verses help with proclaiming the 
gospel today?

John 9 Jesus heals a man born blind and talks about spiritual 
blindness
How might verse 3 guide someone who fears that their illness or 
physical condition is a judgement from God?
The Pharisees interrogate the man born blind and end up feeling 
lectured by him (vv 13-34)! What can this teach us?
The man born blind believes in Jesus. What is the first thing the 
man then does (see also Luke 4: 8)?

John 10 Those who oppose Jesus do so on the grounds of his claims to 
be God
Who could ‘the gatekeeper’ be referring to?
In verses 30-33 Jesus calls himself the Son of God, and refers to 
God the Father. The two are one, both are God and the Jews 
understood perfectly well that this was his teaching. How helpful 
are these verses to those who struggle with belief in the Trinity?

John 11 Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. The plot to kill Jesus 
intensifies
What does verse 35, the shortest verse in the Bible, tell you about 
Jesus, why was he crying?
Compare verses 45 and 53. Jesus becomes a polarising figure. To 
what extent is this still true today?

John 12 The triumphal entry and Jesus predicts his death
Why is the information about the disciples’ ignorance in verse 13 
useful? How does it add credibility to the Gospel account?
Can you imagine what it must have been like to hear the voice of 
God (vv 28-30)?

WEEK 17 Commencing 27 April
John 13 Jesus washes his disciples’ feet and predicts his betrayal and 

denial
How literally should we take the command from Jesus in verse 
14?
Who do you think this disciple (v 23) could be?
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The Whole World Reading, Salvationists 
and friends are encouraged to sign up for 
weekly emails that will help to keep them 
on track throughout the year-long 
international Bible-reading challenge.
In order to read through the whole New 
Testament, one chapter a day, readings are 
scheduled from Monday to Friday. Emails 
will be sent out every Sunday, and will 
contain extra content from writers and 
others who are involved in the challenge. 
They will consider what has been studied 
over the previous week and will include a 
reminder of the readings that are 
scheduled for the following days. 
The first email, on Sunday 4 January, will 
be from General André Cox and 
Commissioner Silvia Cox (World 
President of Women’s Ministries), 
including the encouragement to 'set aside 
a few minutes every day to read these life-

changing words, to ponder them, to pray 
about what they mean in your own local, 
national and international context and for 
us as a potent Salvation Army’.
Sign up for the emails today at 
sar.my/bibleemail
As announced previously, supporting 
material – including commentary and 
video material – will be available on 
www.salvationarmy.org/ biblechallenge 
and through smartphone apps (see 
sar.my/bibleapp for details). Participants 
can follow @BoundlessBible on Twitter 
for daily tweets, offer insights and 
discussion points using the hashtag 
#BoundlessBible and interact online 
through the daily posts on the website – 
which has its own discussion facility – or 
via the IHQ Facebook Page.

Report from IHQ Communications

Sign Up Now for Bible-Reading Challenge Emails
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John 14 Jesus claims to be the Way, the Truth and theLife, and 
promises the Holy Spirit
Verses 1-3 are sometimes used by proponents of the Rapture - the 
belief that Jesus is preparing a place for us in Heaven and that he 
will come and take believers to be with him prior to his second 
coming.
Could there be an alternative interpretation or is it logical to 
interpret these verses in this way?
Is there any room in verse 6 for the possibility that other religions 
may also lead to God and salvation?

John 15 Jesus teaches about attitudes to each other, to God and the 
world
In what ways has Jesus loved his disciples (and us)? How can we 
repeat this loving behaviour towards one another?

John 16 The work of the Holy Spirit is summarised and the disciples 
understand more
If the Holy Spirit had not yet been sent, what would those early 
gatherings of believers have been like without his presence?

John 17 Jesus prays for himself, his disciples and all believers
Jesus prays for you and me (v 20)
What exactly is Jesus saying (v 24)?

WEEK 18 Commencing 4 May
John 18 Jesus is arrested and taken before the Jewish leaders and then 

to Pilate
Compared to the other Gospels, John’s account puts Jesus firmly 
in control during his arrest and trials. Do you agree?
Could the other disciple be John? If so, it seems he had access to 
details of the trials (v 16).
Other accounts describe the Last Supper as a Passover meal. Jews 
were keen not to become defiled (v 28) so that they could eat the 
Passover meal later that day. Does this add credibility to the 
theory that, to allow for presentation and slaughter of the lamb, 
the Passover was extended two days, or do you think that some ate 
the meal during the daytime and some the evening before (each 
Jewish day is from sunset to sunset)?

John 19 Pilate has Jesus flogged, then crucified, after which Jesus is 
laid in a tomb
Why did Pilate have Jesus flogged (v1)? Was it a legal 
requirement, an attempt to win favour with the crowd or a last 
ditch attempt to save him from execution?
The sign about Jesus on the cross differs slightly between Gospel 
accounts; verse 20 gives the reason why.

John 20 The resurrected Jesus appears to his followers
Why do you think Mary didn’t recognise Jesus (v14)?
What was the significance of locked doors and what can be 
learned from this (v19, v 26)?
As Jews the disciples knew that only God was to be worshipped. 
Note what Thomas said (v28) and how Jesus accepted his 
declaration.

John 21 Jesus guides the disciples to a miraculous catch of fish and 
reinstates Peter
Is there any reason for mentioning that 153 large fish were caught 
(v11)?
In verse 15 is Jesus referring to the other disciples or the fish?
Verse 24 identifies the beloved disciple as the Gospel writer.

Acts 1 Jesus ascends into Heaven and Matthias is chosen to replace 
Judas Iscariot
Luke’s Gospel is addressed to Theophilus too; Acts is presumed to 
be written by the same author.
Why was Jesus taken like this (vv 9-11)?
How legitimate would it be to make major Church decisions in 
this way today (vv 21-26)?

WEEK 19 Commencing 11 May
Acts 2 The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost, and Peter addresses the 

crowds
What is Pentecost?
Why were there so many Jews from every nation (v 5 and v 41)?
Was this part of God’s plan so that they would take the gospel back 
to their homelands?

Acts 3 Peter heals the crippled beggar and witnesses to onlookers
Why don’t we see more of these miracles today (vv 1-10)?
Peter and John are active in proclaiming the gospel. What about 
the other apostles?
Could the author of Acts have written everything down, or only 
what he observed or was told about?
Is the record of Peter’s speech a word for word account, or an 
accurate summary of his words?

Acts 4 The number of believers greatly increases
The number of male believers was already 5,000 (v4).
Is it any wonder that Peter and John were arrested by those who 
had hoped Jesus’ death would be the end?
The apostles’ faithfulness to the gospel and boldness in preaching 
brought them hardship, but reason to thank God too.

Acts 5 Ananias and Sapphira face the consequences of lying to God. 
The apostles are persecuted
Ananias and Sapphira (vv 1-10) both died when they lied to God.
How did the believers react? What can be learned from this 
incident?
Jealousy by the Jewish religious leaders (v17) led to persecution.

Acts 6 The number of believers continues to grow
Stephen is falsely accused.
The Early Church had practical and administrative problems 
which needed addressing (v1).
Jews accepted the gospel and some priests believed (v 7).
How do you interpret verse 15? Was it a permanent physical 
feature, a temporary one as Stephen witnessed to his faith, or 
something else?

WEEK 20 Commencing 18 May
Acts 7 Stephen proclaims the gospel and is stoned. Saul is introduced

Why do you think Stephen summarised Old Testament history 
which Jewish leaders would have known so well?
Stephen’s final prayer (v 59) might remind you of another final 
prayer.
What can Stephen’s witness, prayer and death teach us?

Acts 8 Some of Philip’s ministry is described. Saul sets out to destroy 
the Early Church
Does God sometimes allow evil so as to encourage good (v4)?
What can verses 15-17 teach us about the nature of baptism, 
prayer and the laying on of hands?
How do you interpret verses 39 and 40 when Philip is taken away 
and then appears elsewhere?

Acts 9 The amazing story of Saul meeting Jesus
Saul, a devout Jew, knew all about Jesus, but persecuted him and 
later worshipped him. Was this conversion or a calling? If 
conversion - from what? If a calling - to what?
Although the Church spread through persecution, it was 
strengthened by a period of peace (v31). How might this enhance 
our understanding of contemporary issues faced by the Church 
and individuals?.

Acts 10 Peter begins to understand that the gospel is for Gentiles as 
well as Jews
Peter often does things in threes (v16)!
People heard the message, received the Holy Spirit and then were 
baptised (vv 44-48). Can this tell us anything about the nature of 
proclamation, salvation and baptism?
Why were the Jewish believers so surprised that Gentiles were 
being saved?

Acts 11 Peter explains his actions to the Church leaders. Persecution 
spread the gospel.
Peter retold the story of Gentile converts; he contrasted the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit with water baptism (v16). As they had 
been baptised with the Holy Spirit, was baptism with water 
necessary?

WEEK 21 Commencing 25 May
Acts 12 The apostle James is killed. Peter makes a miraculous escape 

from prison
The believers mourn the death of James and rejoice in Peter’s 
miraculous escape (vv 1-19). What can be learned from these 
contrasting outcomes?
Imagine how Peter felt behind the closed door (v 14).

Acts 13 Saul is called Paul and sets out on a missionary journey with 
Barnabas
Paul, like Stephen, began with what his hearers already knew (vv 
16-41). Why do you think that was?
Can jeaousy (v 45) still overpower the desire for truth?

Acts 14 Paul and Barnabas proclaim the gospel and perform miracles
Verses 8-20 give an example of how fickle people can be. Could 
the same happen today? Can you think of examples?
Despite nearly being killed in Lystra, Paul and Barnabas return to 
encourage the new believers. Is there someone facing hard times 
who you could encourage?

Acts 15 Christian leaders met to discuss the terms for Gentile 
membership
Unlike Jewish converts, Gentiles became Christians without 
accepting the Jewish Law. The problem was not the acceptance of 
Gentiles, but the terms on which they joined the fellowship of 
believers.
What would the implications have been if the final decision had 
gone in favour of the Jews?
Are there any areas of Christianity that oblige new believers to 
subscribe to various rituals or practices before they are fully 
welcomed into the Church?

Acts 16 Paul’s missionary journeys with Silas and Timothy
The author of Acts includes himself in Paul’s travels (v10). Did he 
join the journey at Troas perhaps?
The simplicity and joy of the gospel (vv 31-34).
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