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From the Editor

The Theme for the June War Cry 
issue focuses on youth and children 
and coincides with Mothers’ day, 
Pentecost. During the past months 
we were faced with unfortunate 
incidences where foreign nationals 
were attacked their lives impacted 
negatively including lives of youth 
and children. Therefore the 
contents of this issue will be 
inclusive of all of these aspects that 
have impacted and continue to impact our 
lives both negatively and positively. The 
Salvation Army’s General William Booth 
and his dear wife Cathrine were inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to act upon the injustices of 
the day in the East End of London to 
reorganise the Mission as a military 
structure, since they were fighting on behalf 
of the Lord. That is why today we cannot 
afford to be silent not speak out and act 
against the injustices experienced by the 
vulnerable people within our society.

We are to exert Godly influences and 
promote Godly living. You may ask the 
question “How do I exert influence when we 
have so little power?” We have will, 
emotion, creativity, relational skills and 
decision making abilities.

Do you ever find yourself in the middle of a 
power structure, yet wanting to make a 
difference? Such position calls for skill, 
humility and patience. Who best can do that 
if it is not a woman, a mother?

As a woman, mother and an officer I learned 
valuable lessons in every area I had to 
follow directives of some leader over me 
than giving directions to those under me, I 
had to find a way to leverage what minimal 
influence I have so that the Kingdom of God 
could advance.

We find ourselves stuck in the 
middle of a power structure, yet 
wanting to make a difference. In 
the midst of this the solution is 
finding a way to use what 
influence we do have on the right 
people especially our youth and 
children for the maximum good. 
There is a Setswana saying that 
says “Mmangwana o tshwara 
thipa ka bogale” (a mother holds 

the knife by the sharp end) this confirms the 
power and will within a woman therefore 
don’t allow or believe most lies of culture 
but what God says.

Let me take you back to the Scriptures in the 
Old Testament and draw strength from a 
brave woman Ruth. There are valuable 
lessons of faith, humility and industry 
contained in the story of Ruth that can be 
learned and applied in our daily life and 
behaviour. It encourages us to trust God in 
everything as He holds the future. We may 
not see the days ahead planned for us but 
placing our lives in His hands is the best of 
all. This story took place during the time of 
the Judges (Ruth1:1).

Loving-kindness concept: This is the heart 
of the story. Ruth’s character demonstrates 
admirable qualities of hard working, loving, 
kind and brave. These qualities are exhibited 
in her response towards her mother-in-law 
Naomi after the loss of her husband and two 
sons who did not have any children in their 
marriage. She refused to leave her alone and 
opted to stay with her mother in law 
(Ruth1:8-18).  Ruth showed great kindness 
to Naomi. In time of need Ruth was a 
support to Naomi. Ruth's love for her 
mother-in- law was known and recognized 
throughout the town. 

From the beginning of the book to the end, 
her kindness towards others remained 
unchanged (Ruth1: 16-17). Exert Godly 
influence and promote Godly living.

Trust God in everything as He holds the future

Major Kediemetse 
Lenah Jwili

Front Cover Picture: (c) MilsiArt | Dreamstime.com
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Gazette
APPOINTMENTS
On behalf of the Territorial Commander I am pleased to announce the 
following appointment changes:
Captains Tero & Metti Saajoranta, currently appointed on International 
Service as Administrator & Director for Special Services at Carl Sithole 
Centre will be finishing their three year term service in the Southern Africa 
Territory on 30th of May 2015. They will be taking up their appointment in 
Finland and Estonia Territory (Home Territory), following their homeland 
furlough. 
Major Ivy Mntambo Field Training Officer CFOT is appointed 
Administrator of Carl Sithole Centre (pro-tem) in the Central Division. In 
addition to her present appointment. Effective 1 June 2015.
Major Timothy and Lieut. Colonel Zakithi Mabaso who were appointed 
pro-tem in Germiston Corps are appointed Corps Officers of Germiston 
Corps in the Central Division. With immediate effect.
The following appointment changes effective 01 August 2015:-
Major Garth Niemand: Secretary for Business Administration, Southern 
Africa Territory, is appointed on international service as Secretary for 
Business Administration, in Singapore, Malaysia and Myanmar Territory.
Major Patricia Niemand: Social Programme Secretary, Southern Africa 
Territory,is appointed on international service as Assistant Territorial 
Secretary for Programme - Social, in Singapore, Malaysia and Myanmar 
Territory.
Major Dennis Kevin Gensler: Administrator, Kroc Center Philadelphia, 
USA Eastern Territory, is appointed as Secretary for Business Administration 
in Southern Africa Territory with promotion to the rank of Lieut-Colonel.
Major Lynn Rene Gensler: Administrator, Kroc Center Philadelphia, USA 
Eastern Territory, is appointed as Territorial Social Programme Secretary 
(Pro-tem) in Southern Africa Territory with promotion to the rank of Lieut-
Colonel.
Captain Sengeziwe Nhandara: Education Officer, College For Officer 
Training, is appointed as Assistant Territorial Youth Secretary effective 01 
June 2015.

ICO SESSION 
Major Xolani Zungu has been selected as a delegate to attend the ICO 
session 228. Effective 13th January to 22nd February 2016.
Captain Brendan Browski has been selected as a delegate to attend the ICO 
session 231. Effective 21st October to 21st November 2016.

BEREAVEMENT
Auxiliary Captain David Widdowson was Promoted to Glory.
Brigadier Liza Luhlongwana ® has lost her daughter on 21 May 2015.
Major Grace Ntuli ® was Promoted to Glory on 24 May 2015.

BOUNDLESS CONGRESS 2015
Delegates sponsored by International Headquarters (IHQ) from Southern 
Africa Territory:
Officers
Commissioners William Langa Territorial Commander
Commissioner Thalitha Langa Territorial President for Women’s 

Ministries
Major Dominica Sesedi Imbali Corps
Major OslinahKhumalo Themba Memorial Corps 
Major Tersia Finn Krugersdorp Corps
Major Xolani Zungu Khubvi Corps
Captain Faith Stuurman Pienaar Corps
Major Josias Zondo Umlazi Corps
Major John Burgoyne Observatory Corps
Captain Bridget Ndou KwaDukuza Corps
Captain Themba Mahlobo Divisional Commander-  Eastern 

Cape Division
Captain Nokuthula Mahlobo Divisional Director of Women’s 

Ministries - Eastern Cape Div.
Lt Colonel ZakithiMabaso Germiston Corps
Uniformed Salvationists
Jenni-Lee Flannery Central Division
Tumelo Mmatladi Central Division
Nokuthula Ndungayezi Ntlebi Eastern Cape Division
Matthew Stafford Eastern Cape Division
Ntokozo Patrick Madlala EKZN Division
Sibongile Buthelezi EKZN Division
Ntombi Ziqubu Mid KZN Division
Mathe Thembinkosi Zulu Mid KZN Division
Susan Sindane Mpumalanga & Swaziland
Mvuzo Mhlongo Mpumalanga & Swaziland
Simon Madi Limpopo Division
Rachel Ravela Limpopo Division
Mandla Nyembe NKZN Division
Khombisile Cebekhulu NKZN Division
Talent Jemwa Western Cape Division
Merlyn Adams Western Cape Division

Embrace our Mission
“Remember your creator in the days of your youth” 
says the writer of Ecclesiastes (12 : 1 – 4)

Youth and Children’s Ministries are an integral part 
of our Territorial Strategic Plan. Young people should 
be encouraged to embrace the One Army, One 
Mission, One Message vision our General has for our 
organization.  The message is clear in Ecclesiastes 
urging us all to remember our Creator.

It is pleasing to see, as I travel around the territory that 
young people are participating in corps and community work.

As you read the 12th chapter of Ecclesiastes it will become 
evident that the picture of growing old is a reminder that one 
will not be able to enjoy that blessing of a godly old age and a 
life of strong service to God if they do not remember their 
Creator while young. 

Discipling our young people to become God fearing mature 
adults should be a priority.  May this be a year for each of us to 
mentor at least one young person and help them in their 
spiritual journey.  Encourage them to embrace our Mission 
Statement :

“…Its ministry is motivated by love for God.  Its 
mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 
meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination.”

If our God fearing organization is to survive and be 
visible in the community for years to come we need to 
nurture our young people as they are the future 
Salvation Army in our beautiful country.

Solomon was wise but his wisdom was not of this 
world, it was a gift from God.  Whatever may be one's 

portion in life, accountability to God, whose ways are often 
mysterious, is both eternal and irrevocable. Solomon 
emphasises that the only solution to any problem we have is in 
God.  The secret to a truly successful life is to fear God and 
keep His commandments.

This is the last time I write to you and Commissioner Thalitha 
joins me in greeting you all and pray that you will encourage 
the young people you are responsible for.  We enter retirement 
before the issue of the next War Cry …

God bless you

Commissioner
William Langa

From the Territorial Commander
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Territorial News

“This was the day that the Lord has made” and as Junior Miss we chose to 
“rejoice and be glad in it.”

The guest for the day was Captain P.Fatyi who was assisted by Lieutenant 
P.Dludla. This was a day filled with joy and excitement for us leaders as well 
because we wanted to share so much with the young girls as they are 
embarking on a journey of their lives as mothers of tomorrow. Within our 
programme we had so much to talk about and to teach because our main aim 
and priority was to develop and equip these beautiful girls.

Our guest was introduced and welcomed, then allowed our programme to 
flow as we started with the Bible study about "the Samaritan women" which 
helped us to send the message across as our theme of the weekend was "GO 

AND TELL". We also had a time of writing our stories expressing who we are 
and where are we off too in life.

We also had a moment of learning new things such as Spiritual Dance, while 
Lieut P. Dludla prepared to share her story. The Junior Miss had a weekend 
song ”this is my story this is my song". They also had a wall of fame which 
ended up with their names only because of time constraints. But all in all 
everything went well as planned and prepared. I believe as young as they are 
each individual went home with something new within their minds and heart. 
Hopefully they will grow each day in the strength of the Lord and not walk by 
might or power but buy the spirit of God.

Indeed we will Go and tell as Junior Miss what the Lord has done for the 
world needs to know that Jesus saves.

Eastern KZN Division - Junior Miss Rally 2015

BIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDY WRITE YOUR STORYWRITE YOUR STORY

 

 

 

TELL YOUR STORYTELL YOUR STORY

GROUP DISCUSSIONGROUP DISCUSSION PRAYER SESSIONPRAYER SESSION REPORT BACKREPORT BACK

Eastern KZN Division - Women’s Retreat 2015

Women's retreat was a blessing, filled with the Holy Spirit. God indeed was 
moving amongst everything that was said and done through the weekend and 
as women we were really in touch with the heavenly realms. Attendance was 
good, on Friday 64 and Sunday 76 women attended the retreat.

Our guest which was Captain M.Phore who gave her all in preparing for this 
weekend and God topped it all by breathing upon her and used her as His 
mouth peace. On Friday the theme was introduced as “Go and tell there is 
Strength in the storm" and that evening we proceeded with powerful prayer 
and praise.

Saturday morning it all began with a prayer walk where each individual had 
personal conversation with God and there were stones layed around and each 
person read the scripture written on the stone "stepping stones" and the 
devotion was conducted. After breakfast we prayed for our Leaders and all 
our territorial events that will be taking place during the year 2015. The first 
sup-topic was "Go and tell there is rest in the midst of the storm" and after that 

we continued "ukunyukelaentabeni" by prayer which many women found 
peace after giving/surrendering everything that they were bringing forth their 
home’s,marriage and children and in the evening we then had question and 
answer time where the questions in the question box were read and answered.

The third and fourth session "Go and tell there is peace in the storm and hope 
in the midst of suffering" and after that we wrapped up with the epilogue.

Sunday morning we had prayer stations where we prayed for various things 
that we face as women. And indeed it was the closing day where we were told 
"Go and tell there is joy in the storm" because the Battle goes on. The word of 
God was preached and we were encouraged to go and tell despite of any 
circumstance we may come across because the God we serve is with us in 
every storm that we neither go through nor face.

How awesome is our God and his faithfulness we thank him for being faithful 
through this weekend of the retreat. As women we will continue to be 
prayerful beings because we are the pillars of our homes.

After Sunday morning service we celebrated Mother's 
Day.

We give Him all the glory and honour because He 
deserves it

8-10 May 2015, held at Amatikulu Primary Health Training Centre

MORNING DEVOTIONSMORNING DEVOTIONS PRAISE AND WORSHIPPRAISE AND WORSHIP PRAYER WALKPRAYER WALK

MOTHERS DAY CELEBRATIONMOTHERS DAY CELEBRATION SUNDAY MEETINGSUNDAY MEETING
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sense belongs to all of us, black and white, women and 
men." - Former President Nelson Mandela. From the 
foreword to 'The Post-Apartheid Constitutions: 
Perspectives on South Africa's Basic Law’

The song Plea for Africa written by John Knox Bokwe 
which I sang when I was a member of The Salvation Army 
Soweto Songsters under the baton of Professor Mzilikazi 
Khumalo years back. We used to sing these Lyrics united 
with SABC Choir Conductor Richard Cock, the good old 
days of Nation Building uniting in song at the Standard 
Bank Arena Johannesburg gracing our Nation with South 
African talent, togetherness and oneness as a Nation. This 

is who we are. We've come a long way, we cannot give away our 
freedom and go back to slavery. 

Let’s act decisively to deal with attacks on foreign nationals. Say NO 
to Human Trafficking, Say No to Xenophobia!!

PLEA FOR AFRICA
Give a thought to Africa 'neath the burning sun. 

There are hosts of weary hearts, waiting to be won.
Many lives have passed away, and in many homes. 

There are voices crying now, to the living God. 

Tell the love of Jesus 
By her hills and waters.

God bless Africa
And her sons and daughters.

Breathe a prayer for Africa. God the Father's love.
Can reach down and bless all hearts, 

from His Heav'n above.
And when lips are moved by grace, they so sweetly sing.

Pray for peace in Africa, from our living God. 

"Historical enemies succeeded in negotiating a peaceful transition 
from apartheid to democracy exactly because we were prepared to 
accept the inherent capacity for goodness in the other. My wish is that 
South Africans never give up on the belief in goodness, that they 
cherish that faith in human beings as a cornerstone of our 
democracy." - Former President Nelson Mandela

The Month of June has been dedicated as the month of Youth and 
Children, taking into consideration the sacrifice and role the Youth in 
June 16,1976 played South Africa's freedom. (Many lives have 
passed away in many homes Plea for Africa). Let us unite keep and 
sustain UBUNTU, be proudly South Africans, the Rainbow Nation 
and leave the legacy for the next generation.

Major Kediemetse 
Lenah Jwili

Breaking the Chains of Injustice
Ubuntu in South Africa 

compromised by injustices. 
“Say NO to Human Trafficking

 say No Xenophobia”

Yizwa imthandazo yethu-Lord hear our prayers
Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika - Lord bless Africa -God seën Afrika 
– Mudzimu fhatutshedza Afurika - Hosi katekisa Afrika.
Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso- God Protect our Nation.

The Word of God commands us to loosen the chains of injustice 
Isaiah 58:6-7, act justly and love mercy Micah 6:8. Amos 5:11-15. 
Deuteronomy10:18 Defend the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow.

When the evil attacks on our foreign brothers and sisters caught my 
attention in the past month, my mind rushed back to 2008 when I was 
a foreigner in Namibia on God's Mission, I was visiting members of 
the Otjomuise community, driving a blue corolla sedan vehicle with 
a South African registration. I did not see the news and was informed 
by a family I was visiting whose son was on his way back to Namibia 
from South Africa about the attacks on foreigners. Despite the pain 
and disappointment the people of Nambia went through at the time, 
they embraced me and my son with love. They made us feel welcome 
and safe. Not once were we discriminated against. South Africans are 
known as people of and have UBUNTU. Let us embrace each other. 

Our country’s Constitution sets out 
clearly the rights and duties of its 
citizens.

The Pre-amble states and I quote 
“We, the people of South Africa,

Recognize the injustices of our 
past; Honour those who suffered 
for justice and freedom in our land;

Respect those who have worked to 
build and develop our country; and 
believe that South Africa belongs to 
all who live in it, united in our 
diversity.

We therefore, through our freely 
elected representatives, adopt this Constitution as the supreme law of 
the Republic so as to 
· Heal the divisions of the past and establish a society based on 

democratic values, social justice and fundamental human 
rights;

· Lay the foundations for a democratic and open society in which 
government is based on the will of the people and every citizen 
is equally protected by law;

· Improve the quality of life of all citizens and free the potential of 
each person; and

· Build a united and democratic South Africa able to take its 
rightful place as a sovereign state in the family of nations.”

Let this not be a piece of paper, lest we forget where we come from as 
a nation in South Africa. Let us fight against all inhuman behaviours 
that might compromise who we are.

“The Constitution of South Africa speaks of both the past and the 
future. On the one hand, it is a solemn pact in which we, as South 
Africans, declare to one another that we shall never permit a 
repetition of our racist, brutal and repressive past. But it is more than 
that. It is also a charter for the transformation of our country into one 
which is truly shared by all its people - a country which in the fullest 



I believe that God blessed and used me in my ministry as the 
Minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ because I gave all 
that I have and I gave all that I am to him.

The Last five years of our active service saw us in Tanzania 
(Tnz) where we were given the assignments to lead and 
administer the work of The Salvation Army in that beautiful 
country, the land with great national parks and many places 
of interest. What a great experience we had! When we 
received our appointments from the then Chief of the Staff 
we said yes we will go but the idea of leaving our children 
behind and the familiar life was very painful and difficult. 
But through the prayers and the support of friends and 

families we finally had peace knowing that God will see us through 
in the foreign country and he will also take care of our loved ones in 
our absence.

This had been a wonderful adventure. In all the ups and downs of life, 
attacked by severe malaria, driving on rough and narrow roads and 
sometimes not having enough resources to do the work, God was 
there for us. He was our sufficiency. As we travelled around 
Tanzania, visiting the centres and corps, we met the people of God 
who welcomed us with warm hearts. People who accepted and 
respected us as their leaders and friends. I still remember those 
humble officers' houses with few items inside. The simple meals that 
were prepared and served with joy. In the meetings be under the tree 
or in a shack and in those simple corps halls, we saw people of God 
singing and dancing with great enthusiasm. And as they sing they 
will be ululating, giving praise and glory to God. The beautiful sound 
of my women singing and the unique gospel dance presentations by 
the young people will stay with me as long as I live.

These people I am talking about they walk or cycle for miles to come 
to church, but when they are worshipping they forget about 
everything. They will be sitting on the floor/ground or rough wooden 
benches for hours enjoying the service, they will never complain. 
After the meeting they will walk and cycle again to their places with 
joy. Although the language was the barrier but there was that 
connection between them and us. And we are so grateful to God for 
those people who were available to translate for us in every district 
and division.

Earlier on I mentioned bicycles; these are mode of transport in 
Tanzania. In the villages most of the people including our officers are 
using them daily for various activities. The territory provides 
bicycles for each newly commissioned officer to support them as 
they begin their ministry. And these officers will receive these 
bicycles with great appreciation as if they are given a car. Bicycles 
and motorbikes are also used as taxis (daladalas as they call them) 
transporting people around. A woman will be sitting on the bicycle 
carrying her baby. A pregnant woman will be taken to the clinic by 
this bicycle. During market days bicycles will be used to collect 
whatever is needed from the market. This is daily life in Tnz. Mungu 
abariki Jeshi la Wokovu Tanzania!

To my fellow officers, do not be afraid because God is leading the 
way. Wherever he will send you, do not doubt, do not fear. Cling on 
these words: 'How wonderful it is to walk with God...to hear him say, 
fear not, have faith, 'tis I who lead the way!' Through all the forty one 
years of our active service, here at home and outside, God had been 
faithful to us. In my retirement I still trust that God is leading me. In 
my retirement it is still my desire that my life will reflect Christ to 
those who are coming behind me. And that I will continue to be 
sensitive to his leading.

The journey is not yet finished, my prayer is that 'if only I may finish 
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me, the task 
of  testifying to the gospel of God’s grace” ( Act 20:24). 

My Journey with God
Many years ago I attended the 148th ICO Session and 
during this wonderful experience I was uplifted and 
encouraged when listening to the stories of officers from 
different territories, sharing their testimonies under the 
topic “God's Way with Me.” As each officer shared his or 
her story, there were times when we laughed and there were 
times when we cried together. Through these stories I 
learned that whatever I am experiencing in my officership 
was not unique and I realized that in whatever situation God 
is at work. He is faithful in everything! Deuteronomy7:9 
says: 'Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is 
the faithful God.” He never changes. He never fails. He 
neverbreaks his promise. 'If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, 
he will not disown himself' (2 Timothy 2:13). This is the truth that 
kept me going in my journey, knowing that the One who called me is 
faithful in everything.

I thank God for the parents who raised me and my six siblings and 
taught us at early years about the love of Jesus. Every Sunday my 
father would walk with us to the church as my mother was working 
most of the Sundays. During school holidays I attended youth camps 
and other activities that were meant to lay a solid Christian 
foundation to the young people in my church. But I want to tell you 
that this did not make me a perfect child. In 1963 in one of the youth 
camps, I offered my life to Jesus at the age of eleven. 

And in 1967 my close cousin introduced me to the Army against the 
will of my parents. I continued to go to the Army until my parents 
realized that they could not stop me. Barberton then was a very small 
corps (congregation) compared to my family church and there was 
no church building. We were worshipping in the four roomed house 
which was the officer's house. It is the warmth, happiness, love and 
the interesting midweek activities they had for young people that 
attracted me to stay. And the very interesting thing is that this is 
where I met my husband. One cannot understand God’s plan. 'For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways says 
God' (Isaiah 55:8).With him on our side, we have completed forty 
five years in our marriage.

To shorten the story, my husband and I entered the Training College 
as members of the 'Light Bringers' session and we were 
commissioned in January 1972. This was the beginning of the long 
journey which we did not know where it was leading. But one thing 
we knew is that God was leading the way; ours was to follow him and 
submit to his will.

Sixteen years in four corps appointments brought so many days of 
joy and excitement as I see God changing the lives of the people 
through me. Seeing babies being dedicated to God. Young people 
growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Couples walking to the 
altar to make vows and commitments. These are the days that 
brought much fulfilment in my officership. Talking to officers the 
other day I said that if I can be given another chance, I can do it all 
over again provided my health allows me to do so. Twenty two years 
was served in administration work at THQ in various appointments 
and three years in two divisions.

I thank God for the many privileges that were made available to me 
through The Salvation Army. The platform that was given to me to 
fulfill my calling and the many opportunities that helped me to 
develop my natural gifts. The Army owes me nothing! In nature I am 
a very shy person but through the exposure that I received from 
various courses, trainings and appointments, I gained my 
confidence. This enabled me to handle each and every task given to 
me with no fear of my limitations. One of the songs that inspire me 
says:

“Iziphiwo zami zimbalwana,
Kodwa zingabangezakho zodwa.

Thatha min' uqobo, mina Nkosiyebo.
Konkekungokwakho, Nkos' uJesu.” (Song 605 v 3 E)
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Colonel Mirriam 
Mavundla (R)
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Reclaiming the promised Holy Spirit of Pentecost
of the Holy Spirit can this be possible. In John 15:26. Jesus 
said that the Holy Spirit would be sent to come alongside 
us. Peter went out to quote the prophecy foretold in Joel 
2:28:32. This is evidence to suggest that there will be a 
great outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all who believe in 
Christ for the purpose of His mission. 

The Spirit of Pentecost is for all believers
The promise of the Holy Spirit is the culmination of all that 
Jesus said to comfort His concerned disciples who feared 
being left alone. However Jesus assured them that they 
would not be left to fend for themselves; they would have a 
supernatural Helper.
Christ not only promised to send the comforter but a helper 
and a guide, the Holy Spirit. Jesus illustrated that union by 

comparing it with His relationship to the Father: "In that day you will 
know that I am in My Father, and you in me, and I in you." (John 
14:20). We are one with God and Christ. That's why sin is so out of 
place in the believer’s life.
How does the promise that the Holy Spirit will instruct us and bring 
all things to our memory apply today? The Spirit guides us in our 
pursuit of truth through the Word of God. He teaches us by 
convicting us of sin, affirming truth in our hearts, and opening our 
understanding to the depth of God’s revealed truth. As you've 
probably experienced many times, He often brings to mind 
appropriate verses and truths from Scripture at just the night 
moment. There is no evidence here that the Holy Spirit  singled out a 
particular denomination. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is going 
to happen exactly how it was prophesied in Joel 2:28-32. Peter had 
reason to quote Joel in Acts 2:17-21. There is going to be a great and 
mighty revival and God is going to empower all believers to be active 
in carrying out His mission through the Holy Spirt.

Recognise the power in you
I mentioned earlier the confusion I observed at the discussion I 
participated in some years ago. Many Christians felt they were 
lacking in power so they blame their church and others for it. They 
lack understanding of God's word and little did they know that they 
were sitting on this powerful dynamite- The Holy Spirit. God's 
power is within you and it's not going to be turned on by anyone else 
but you, recognising the power in you and all you need to do is turn 
on the ignition switch!
Ephesians 5:18 says to "be filled with the Spirit." To live a Spirit-
filled life means to yield yourself to the control of the Spirit. The way 
to do that is to "let the word of Christ richly dwell within you" 
(Colossians 3:16). Being filled with the Spirit and letting the Word 
dwell in you are synonymous because they produce the same results: 
a song in your heart, a thankful attitude, and loving relationships at 
home and at work (Ephesians 5:19--6:9; Colossians 3:16--4:1). You 
ought to be preoccupied with the presence of Christ daily in your life 
if the Holy Spirit is to grow in you. Fill your minds with the Word of 
God and yield completely to its truth. Repent from your sins and turn 
completely to God.

Introduction
A few years ago I attended and participated in a discussion 
hosted by an organization, on the works of the Holy Spirit 
and was amazed at the amount of misunderstanding and 
confusion there was amongst believers who were present 
about the working of the Holy Spirit. Throughout my years 
as an officer (Minister of the Religion) I have observed how 
individual Christians have become hostile to each other 
simply because of the way they express their Christianity. 
“If your ways of worship differs from our ways then you 
don’t have the Spirit.”Further to this, I observed how many 
Christians are still uncertain about the indwelling Holy 
Spirit and have fallen prey to false doctrines. Many 
Christian denominations have differences of understanding 
on the work of Holy Spirit which has led to confusion that brought 
disunity in the body of Christ.

Possible reasons for the confusion
1. A failure to understand that the Holy Spirit leads men today only 
through the written Word (Eph. 3:3-5; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). Many 
individuals believe that the Spirit instructs them directly and 
personally apart from the Word. They speak of being moved by 
supernatural impulse or spoken to by a still small voice. Such 
erroneous beliefs only give occasion for feelings to be elevated to the 
level of Scripture (Jer. 10:23; Prov. 14:12).
2. A failure to appreciate the truth. The claims of many who would 
say that they desire and love the truth, are contradicted by their own 
actions. Those who press for unity at the expense of truth, those who 
shy away from open and honest investigation of differences, and 
those who simply fail to grow in knowledge and understanding of 
God's word manifest a lack of appreciation for truth. (Guardian of 
Truth XXXV: 8, pp. 246-247 April 18, 1991)
3. A failure to respect the authority of the word revealed by the 
Spirit. Many will speak of following the Bible's teaching, but do not 
hesitate in the least to augment it for their own selfish purpose, 
diminish it, or supplant it with their own feelings, human traditions, 
or creeds of men (2 Jn. 9; Matt. 15:9; Rev. 22:18-19).

The Day of Pentecost
In the Jerusalem over 2000 years ago the promised Holy Spirit fell on 
the 120 who were gathered in the upper room. The Holy Spirit came 
down suddenly like a sound of violent winds blowing as described in 
Acts 2:1-8. This happened according to the Jewish calendar fifty 
days after the Feast of the First fruits. This was fulfilment of the 
promise Jesus made prior to His ascension. The Holy Spirit would 
come in His place: The promises Jesus made in that brief passage are 
staggering. To whom are they made? In context, Jesus is speaking to 
His eleven disciples, but the scope of His promises is broader than 
that. 
The Holy Spirit brought the witness of Jesus on that day to the whole 
city of Jerusalem and when Peter preached that day 3,000 were 
saved. The good news of the Gospel of salvation would surpass the 
borders of Israel to all parts of world and only through the guidance 

Major
Kervin Harry
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JULY
1-5 International Congress London
3- 4 'Y' Connexion (Eastern KZN Division/Esibhoweni Section)
3 - 5 'Y'  Connexion (Northern KZN Division)
3 - 5 'Y'  Connexion (Mid KZN Division)
6-19 Feet First & Youth Camp (Western Cape Division)
10-11 'Y'  Connexion (Eastern KZN Division/Esikhawini Corps)
10-12 'Y'  Connexion (Limpopo Division)
10-12 'Y'  Connexion United (Central Division)
10-12 'Y' Connexion (Mpumalanga & Swaziland Div/Emangweni 

Corps)
11-12 'Y'  Connexion (Eastern Cape Division/Ibhayi Corps)
12 Founder's Day
19 Social Services Sunday
25-26 TC&TPWM Retirement Celebrations – Central Division

JUNE
6-9 Central Divisional Review 

(TC, TPWM, Sec Prog/Asst Sec Pers)
7 Youth Sunday (2nd)
8-11 Brengle
14 Outreach Sunday (2nd)
16 Youth Day (Public Holiday)
19-21 TSP Synthesis & Review
21 Decision Sunday (2nd)
21 Fathers’ Day
27 Men’s Fellowship (Western Cape Division)
28 OWSOM Ingathering (Eastern KZN Division)
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Xenophobia seems to be a 
reoccurring issue in our 
country. We almost get it 
under control then it returns 
to rear its ugly head. We 
pride ourselves as being 
“The Rainbow Nation” and 
then we see brothers 
attacking brothers. The 

world had seen horrible 
pictures and videos on their mobile devices. When 
will this stop?

John Gowans the international leader of The 
Salvation Army from from 1999 – 2002 penned these 
words. “They shall come from the East they shall 
come from the West and sit down in the Kingdom of 

God; out of great tribulation to triumph and rest 
they'll sit down in the kingdom of God. From every 
tribe and every race, all men as brothers shall 
embrace…” These words remind us that God is the 
God of all people. All people are the children of God. 
1 Samuel 16:7 tells us that “The Lord does not look at 
the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” The 
Lord does not look at the colour of our skin, He does 
not care what language we speak. It doesn't matter to 
Him where we come from. 

As part of The Salvation Army response to 
xenophobia the South Rand Community Church 
recently held their church service in the park across 
the street from the Corps. With flags and banners 
flying they professed their belief that God loves all 
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men equally. One man, walking down the street, 
heard the message of hope that was being preached. 
Curious, he came in the park to listen. He ended the 
service kneeling at a makeshift altar asking God to 
help him cope with what he had personally 
experienced. He said that he had a relative who had 
been injured by the recent violence. The South Rand 
Community Church ended their day with a parade of 
witness around the Kenilworth community.

In John Chapter 4 we read about Jesus having an 
encounter with someone “different”. Traveling 
across Samaria Jesus, a Jewish man, meets a 
Samaritan woman with a very checkered past. 
According to all of the social customs of the day 
Jesus should have shunned this woman, or ignored 
her at the very least. 

Instead Jesus talks to her. During their conversation 
Jesus offers this woman many things. He offered her 
dignity, compassion and hope. Ultimately Jesus 
showed her the Love of God the Father. As 
Salvationists we need to show this same kind of love 
and compassion in our daily lives. 

We cannot remain passive and silent about the horrors 
that are happening in our community.

Xenophobia is not OK… Brothers must not kill and 
torture each other. Just being vocal about the issue is 
not enough either. We must be part of the solution…We 
must take action.

By Major Andrew Murry

Not Here!
You are welcome

Not Here!
You are welcome
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Youth Initiative

The Youth today have an amazing impact in our world and 
will pursue God with great zeal and passion. They want 
something real, they want to make a difference, and they want 
to be involved now. In The Salvation Army we have observed 
that most of our Corps are involving Youth in their Sunday 
Services. We praise God for that.  The Youth Department 
writes to encourage the young people to set time aside and 
have prayer meetings at their Corps, Sectional or Divisional 
level. This could happen maybe once a month or per quarter 
from Friday up to Saturday. These meetings should be 
engaging, relevant, and create interest to our young people 
and other young people in the community.

I would encourage you to have time of worship using songs 
and music that is relevant to the youth age range, choose songs 
that will lead young people to Christ or to the theme of the 
prayer meeting. Gather in the group together in prayer and 
have time with God. Talk to the groups about our human 
weakness, and everyone's need for repentance. Read Psalm 51 
& 1 John 8-9. Try to engage everyone and let our young 
people experience God's presence. This should be a quiet 
time, where each can reflect on their life and confess their 
shortcomings to a merciful God. Remember to pray for our 
organisation, its programmes, activities and the youth as a 
whole.There are many Bible scriptures that encourage us to 
pray together. Below are two encouraging verses:

 “Then if my people are called by name will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sins and restore their land. My eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to very prayer made in this place”.
2 Chronicles 7:14-14.

“I also tell you this: If two of you agree here on earth 
concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it 
for you. For where two or three gather together as my 
followers, I am there among them”. Matthew 18:19-20.

I look forward to hearing positive response on this initiative, 
via Facebook (Red Crew) or drop us an email and share with 
us your blessings/ opinions

Youth Initiative

Prayer meetings
.. Make an impact with prayer

The Salvation Army has championed many social initiatives 
that benefitted multitudes throughout the World. It is 
therefore crucial for the Church to consider using the power of 
Sport to promote and solidify unity among its congregants 
and the communities in which they live. 

We encourage the young people to establish a seamless sport 
life to congregants and this will contributes to a healthy 
lifestyle, longevity and unity. 

We all know that young people enjoy sport and as a Corps 
please try to come up with sport that can give good 
relationship to the people and the community irrespective of 
gender, disability or age.  This can be a great time of 
ministering to the young people and bringing them closer to 
Christ. 

        Forth Coming Events:

15 June -29 July 2015
– USA Western Territory 

Mission Team 
visiting 

Eastern KZN and
 Central Division.

16 June 2015 – Youth Day 

Sport MinistrySport Ministry

10
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What is happening in our territory?
It has been an exciting journey, learning new things, being 
adventurous, and God has been good to us. There has been 
news of excitement, joy around our territory.

Child Sponsorship
 
Child sponsorship is a supporting programme for our needy 
children from other territories, and this programme has been 
running for a couple of years and we appreciate the support 
territories and pray for God blessing to the hands that giveth.

The time of happiness and joy to the above graduates who are 
now beginning a new journey, being elevated to another level.

Three children of the Modau family have no source of support 
but the child sponsorship has helped them in meeting their 
needs from education to livelihood. Joseph Baynes have 
made this a dream come true for Levis to ride pony Trixie. 

Children ministry
Let us have a look at children ministries around the 
territory
Namibia had a Junior Miss camp and joined by the Young 
boys on Saturday.
Topics discussed:
Go and tell the -Really me, Go and tell that you can make a 
difference, Go and tell I am the daughter of the King, Go and 
tell I have discovered the life of peace (Bullying and peer 
pressure), Go and tell the sweet story. And a team building, 16 
Children attended this camp

Junior Soldiers Rallies around the territory
Ekzn held two Rallies because of the vast distance in the 
division. The Esibhoweni Section and Eshowe Section. 
Theme – Quest for life,  350 children in both rallies attended.
Esibhoweni and Eshowe Section.

L i m p o p o  
D i v i s i o n  
theme: “One 
A r m y ,  O n e  
Mission, One 
Message” 

It is a joy to 
introduce to 
y o u  t h e  
mater ia l  for  

PARTNERING WITH PARENTSwhich is available at Youth 
Department through your DYO's.

It is a joy to be a parent but guess what we have been so busy 
that we outsource everything in the lives of our children.
We send our children to school to learn as the are few parents 
who have “Home schooling”We send them to different 
recreational facilities to exercise,we also send them to church 
to be discipled which is good but we neglect our part as parent 
not to out source our children’s spiritual development. This 
material is a 21 day series for parents to be part of their 
children's spiritual development covering essential topics that 
are really important in the upbringing of our kids-  prayer, 
read the Bible, Worship, Witness, Fellowship and Service. In 
Psalm 78 v 4 It illustrates Gods Plan...We will tell the next 
generation the praise worthy deeds of the Lord, his power and 
the wonders he has done”
This booklet can help your child to develop habits that will 
last for ever as the first nine years are the best years to teach, 
develop and shape the child.    

Newsletter - Children Ministry and Child Sponsorship

Gwegwede Crèche -NKZN

Lathlabile Crèche in Brits Central

Modau Family 
- Khubvi Corps, Limpopo

Joseph Bynes - Mid KZN

Mpumalanga & Swaziland with 90 boys enrolled, 
224 children attended

Gwegwede Crèche -NKZN

Lathlabile Crèche in Brits Central

Modau Family 
- Khubvi Corps, Limpopo

Joseph Bynes - Mid KZN

Mpumalanga & Swaziland with 90 boys enrolled, 
224 children attended

AHT training in Gauteng Corps
50  children attended
AHT training in Gauteng Corps
50  children attended



A wise older man once wrote, “There is no end to the writing of 
books and much study makes the mind very tired” (Ecclesiastes 
12:12). I suggest that is an appropriate verse to read at a graduation 
and is probably how you are feeling at this time. However, as one 
journey ends today with this celebration, another begins – and that 
is what I want to speak about this afternoon.

The title of my talk is “a quantum leap between knowledge and 
wisdom”. 'Quantum leap' is a technical term which refers to a very, 
very small change which has enormous consequences. I am using 
it to refer to the change of mind-set away from the acquiring of 
knowledge, which is a worthy occupation, and one which will 
endure for much of your life, to the pursuit of wisdom. There is a 
difference, which may appear to be very small, but which has a 
significant impact on your life. As students you have spent several 
years acquiring theological knowledge. My own journey into the 
Bible began as a Corps Cadet in The Salvation Army during the 
nineteen sixties and continues today as a senior academic at SATS. 
I am still making new discoveries about what the Bible has to say 
to me. I pray that you will experience similar riches.

At the same time, I am aware of my need for God's guidance on a 
daily basis. For that guidance, I need to open myself up to the 
wisdom of God. There are three keys to understanding God's 
wisdom:

1. Wisdom is a gift from God through the Holy Spirit, 
given for our benefit and for the building up of God's church. As 
Paul writes (I Corinthians 2:6-15) this wisdom is one of the most 
wonderful gifts Christians may enjoy.

2. Wisdom is to be used. There is no use in receiving God's 
wisdom and locking it away. Paul writes to Timothy telling him to 
“fan into flame” the gift he received at his baptism (2 Timothy 1:6), 
which appears to have been the gift of teaching (2:2). Instead of 
remaining silent, Timothy is to live out his Christian experience in 
word and deed.

3. Wisdom requires us to allow God to work in us. There 
comes a time when we simply need to let go of our lives and to let 
God work through us – to let God take control.

Let me share a true story with you. There was a man whose job was 
to fly new aeroplanes from the USA to customers around the 
world. On one occasion, this required flying across the Atlantic to 
one of the islands off the coast of Africa. In anticipation of a short 
holiday, the pilot invited his wife to join him. It was before the days 
of satellite tracking and GPSs and so the flight required careful 

navigation. On this occasion, something went wrong and the next 
thing that the pilot realised was that he was lost. He had probably 
made a tiny mistake which had the potential to become a disaster. 
He told his wife to prepare for the worse, because he did not have 
enough fuel to make it to mainland Africa, and he did not know 
where the island was, right, left, behind them or in front of them. 

The pilot, in despair, let go of the steering yoke and immediately 
the plane took a ninety degree turn to the left. Instinctively, the 
pilot grabbed the controls but then released them. After all, it did 
not really matter which way the plane flew. For about thirty 
minutes the plane flew on, with the pilot resting his hands lightly 
on the controls. He told me that it felt as if some unseen person was 
flying the plane, making gentle corrections from time to time. 
Then to the absolute surprise of the pilot and his wife, the missing 
island appeared, right in front of the plane. In fact it was perfectly 
lined up on the airfield, and they landed with only a few litres of 
fuel to spare. 

At times, we like that pilot need to let go of the control of our lives 
and to allow God to take over. However, so often, we too want to 
regain control as quickly as possible. We struggle to fully trust 
God's perfect will and we keep second-guessing his intentions for 
us.

In our journey from knowledge into wisdom, we need to learn to 
allow God more and more say in our lives, rather than less and less. 
One way to make this happen is to ask God to give us his eyes, so 
that we may see people as he sees them; to ask God to give us his 
words, so that we may speak with the wisdom of God, bringing 
healing and wholeness; to ask God to give us his heart, so that we 
may respond to the heart-things of God, with the unforgettable 
love (agape) of God.

I pray that God will bless you on this journey from knowledge to 
wisdom, so that you may change this world, one person at a time.

Captain Patricia Fatyi - Diploma in Biblical Studies
Captain Enos Mabada (Norway) - Bachelor of Theology (BTh) 
in absentia
Captain Carl Ngcongo - Bachelor of Theology (BTh) in absentia
Captain Sarah Sebothoma - Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
Lt-Colonel Zakithi Mabaso - Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
Major Alfred Banda (Uganda) - Bachelor of Theology Honours 
(BTh Hon)
Major Garth Niemand - Masters in Business Administration 
(MBA) in absentia

The Quantum Leap between Knowledge and Wisdom
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Extracts from an address by Dr Bill Domeris (SATS Graduation April 18th 2015)

From left: Captain C. Huke, Captain S. Sebothoma,
Captain P. Fatyi, Lt. Colonel Z. Mabaso and
Captain A. Banda

Dr B. Domeris and
Captain Sebothona

[Unable to attend: 
From left: Major G. Niemand, Captain E. Mabada
and Captain C. Ngcongo (R)]



Territorial News

During Easter Celebration on Saturday 4 April 2015,  
newly trained Anti Human Trafficking team in the 
Division carried out an awareness about human 
trafficking. We had 116 children in attendance. 
Children were taken to the community for a Joy Hour 
in the open air. Kids from the community were invited 
and the response was very good. 

Eastern Cape Division 
- Anti-Human Trafficking Awareness

Freedom Day
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A group of young people from Motherwell Corps, Lt. Mpumie and Captain Nokuthula who 
are both board members of the AHT board of the Eastern Cape Division gathered at the 
Shopping Centre, we were engaging with people and asking if they can buy some of our 
young people. It was very interesting to hear how they responded, many were not aware of 
Human Trafficking so we had an opportunity to explain.

We spent two hours there. We met and spoke to at least 120 people and handed out tracts 
about Human Trafficking.

It was good to do celebrate Freedom Day in that manner.

Eastern KZN Division - Anti-Human Trafficking Report
Lessons Learned Implemented by Ministry Team - Dondotha Community

Awareness Raising

Taking the message to schools



Bible Reading Challenge

WEEK
Acts 17 Paul’s missionary journey takes him to Thessalonica, Berea 

and Athens
Why do you think the Jews were jealous (v 5)?
How can the noble character of the Bereans (v 11) be acquired 
today?
At the Areopagus (v 22) Paul began his message with something 
familiar to the members. How could this example be used in 
witness today?

Acts 18 Paul encourages the churches in Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch 
and Galatia
Verse 2 helps to date Paul’s travels.
News about Jews being expelled from Rome brings 
understanding to Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

 Paul was a tentmaker (v 3).
If you try to witness and are opposed (v 6), do you leave the 
matter with God and move on?
Paul stayed for sometime in Corinth (v 11).

Acts 19 Paul spends considerable time in Ephesus. There was 
resistance to the gospel
What can be learned about using the name of Jesus (v 13-17)?
Were the people worried about their beliefs or their incomes 
(v23-27)?

Acts 20 Paul continues his travels through Macedonia and Greece 
and revives a dead man
Paul changed his plans (v 3).
A short but amazing story (v 7-12) demonstrating how God was 
using Paul powerfully.

Acts  21 Paul finally returns to Jerusalem and, after being greeted, is 
arrested
Compare to verse 3 in the preceding chapter, why do you think 
Paul was so unconcerned about the threats this time (v 13) ?
Despite becoming a Christian, it is clear that Paul was still a Jew 
(v 24 and v 39).

WEEK 23 Commencing 8 June
Acts 22 Paul outlines his Jewish credentials

God spoke to Paul through a trance (v 17-21). Does he still 
speak in this way or was it an early Church phenomenon?

Acts 23 Paul escapes an ambush
Paul divided the Sanhedrin by using his knowledge of different 
beliefs (v 6,7). Did he manipulate the truth or was his statement 
entirely accurate? 

Acts 24 Paul’s trial before Felix
When Paul spoke about the judgement to come, Felix became 
afraid and decided not to hear any more (v 25). Is this a subject 
that puts people off the gospel today? Should we avoid the 
subject for fear of causing offence?

22 Commencing 1 June Acts 25 When tried, Paul witnesses to Festus and King Agrippa
Compare Paul’s self-defence to the silence of Jesus at his trial. 
What do you make of the contrast?

Acts 26 Paul’s testimony
Paul’s testimony shares his life experience to proclaim the 
gospel. What is your life testimony? 

WEEK 24 Commencing 15 June
Acts 27 Paul sailed for Rome and was shipwrecked

Do the author’s frequent references to ‘we’ help validate the 
account (v 2)? Is this chapter only useful for historic purposes or 
telling the story of Paul’s journeys? Is there something you can 
learn and apply to your life?

Acts 28 Paul survived a snakebite in Malta and finally arrived in 
Rome
Note how quickly people changed their minds about Paul
(v 4-6). Paul was encouraged by seeing other Christians (v 15). 
Are you an encourager?
Some believed the gospel and others did not (v 24). Was Paul’s 
ministry successful? How do you judge your success at sharing 
the gospel? 

Romans 1 Paul writes to the Christians in Rome
Christians in Rome were predominantly Gentile, possibly 
because the Jews had been expelled by the emperor (v 13). Paul 
makes a clear statement to the Gentile Christians about their 
place in the salvation story and reminds them that they are not 
greater than the Messianic Jews (v 16). What are the ‘unnatural’ 
and ‘shameful’ acts that Paul is writing about in verses 26 and 
27? Is it possible that such acts are no longer wrong in God’s 
eyes? Did Paul write into a certain context that is no longer 
applicable to our society, or are these verses we seldom consider 
because of their consequences? 

Romans 2 Paul writes to Gentile Christians about God’s judgement 
and the Law
Jew and Gentile were saved through Christ and judged by the 
same measure (v 9-11). How could Paul’s teaching be applied to 
our understanding (v 28,29)?

Romans 3 God’s faithfulness and our righteousness through faith
Do the Ten Commandments reveal our need for forgiveness 
(v 20)? Further evidence for the divinity of Jesus (v 23,24).

WEEK 25 Commencing 22 June
Romans 4 Justification comes only by faith

Paul explained how Abraham was justified by faith. Why was 
this explanation so important to Paul? What is its relevance 
today ?
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The Whole World Reading, Salvationists 
and friends are encouraged to sign up for 
weekly emails that will help to keep them 
on track throughout the year-long 
international Bible-reading challenge.
In order to read through the whole New 
Testament, one chapter a day, readings are 
scheduled from Monday to Friday. Emails 
will be sent out every Sunday, and will 
contain extra content from writers and 
others who are involved in the challenge. 
They will consider what has been studied 
over the previous week and will include a 
reminder of the readings that are 
scheduled for the following days. 
The first email, on Sunday 4 January, will 
be from General André Cox and 
Commissioner Silvia Cox (World 
President of Women’s Ministries), 
including the encouragement to 'set aside 
a few minutes every day to read these life-

changing words, to ponder them, to pray 
about what they mean in your own local, 
national and international context and for 
us as a potent Salvation Army’.
Sign up for the emails today at 
sar.my/bibleemail
As announced previously, supporting 
material – including commentary and 
video material – will be available on 
www.salvationarmy.org/ biblechallenge 
and through smartphone apps (see 
sar.my/bibleapp for details). Participants 
can follow @BoundlessBible on Twitter 
for daily tweets, offer insights and 
discussion points using the hashtag 
#BoundlessBible and interact online 
through the daily posts on the website – 
which has its own discussion facility – or 
via the IHQ Facebook Page.

Report from IHQ Communications

Sign Up Now for Bible-Reading Challenge Emails
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Romans 5 Through Adam we are sinners but through Jesus we are 
forgiven
Does this concur with your experience (vv 3,4)? Paul spoke 
about Adam as though he was a real, historical person in the 
same way that Moses was (vv 12-14). How might this be viewed 
by those who doubt the reality, truth and historical accuracy of 
the Bible’s account of creation?

Romans 6 Slaves to righteousness instead of slaves to sin 
Does this chapter help explain the link between salvation and 
holiness? Can someone be saved without pursuing holiness?

Romans 7 Paul struggled with sin
Can you sympathise with Paul’s predicament (v 15-20)?

Romans 8 There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
Do you understand and share Paul’s sense of the ‘inward 
groaning’ (v 23)? Do you have times when you wish to pray but 
words fail you (vv 26,27)? How reassuring are these verses? 
How do you interpret these words of predestination (vv 29,30)? 
was Paul refering to believers who had already died? Was he 
talking about the Jews or Christians in general? Is this an 
argument for predestination for each individual?

WEEK 26 Commencing 29 June
Romans 9 Paul explains God’s sovereignty in bringing the gospel to 

the Gentiles
The New International Version of the Bible has footnotes 
suggesting other ways of phrasing verse 5. What is the 
difference between them and why do you think the translators 
preferred to write it in this way? Do you know people, groups or 
churches who rely more on ‘good works’ to be saved rather than 
faith in Jesus (v 30-33)?

Romans 10 ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved 
(v 13) 
Is there anyone you know who needs to hear the gospel 
(v 14 , 15)? Is there any reason why you couldn’t be used by 
God to tell someone the good news?

Romans 11 The remnant of Israel
Do you believe God has replaced his relationship with Israel 
with that of the Church, or will the Jews be ‘grafted back’ into a 
relationship with God through belief in Jesus Christ (v 11-27)? 
Is Christianity rooted in Judaism? What is the primary doctrinal 
difference between a Jew and a Christian?

Romans 12 Hate what is evil; cling to what is good
What is ‘the pattern of this world’ (v 2)? How do you interpret 
verse 11? Do you ever find yourself lacking in zeal? 

Romans 13 Love is the fulfilment of the Law
Should we submit to the authorities even when we disagree 
with them (v 1-7)? Do you think verse 8 gives financial as well 
as practical and spiritual advice?

WEEK 27 Commencing 6 July
Romans 14 Paul urges consideration of others

What had the believers in Corinth been struggling with (vv 1-
4)? Is there a danger of over-simplifying this teaching? What 
sort of days do you keep special (v 5)? Does it matter on what 
day the Sabbath is kept (Exodus 20:8)? Do you find this chapter 
liberating?

Romans 15 Christians should accept one another
Can unity be expressed through diversity (vv 5-7)? What is the 
difference between unity and uniformity?

Romans 16 Paul sends final greetings and warns against false teaching
What advice did Paul give to this church regarding false 
teachers (v 17)? Is this advice something that will help or hinder 
the teaching in Romans chapter 15? Should unity and 
acceptance be upheld at all costs - including that of doctrine and 
truth? Or does upholding unity sometimes entail creating a 
distance between truth and false teaching?

1 Corinthians 1 Paul writes a prelude to the Church in Corinth
  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is 

included in this greeting (v 2). Division in the church seemed to 
be a frequent problem. Did Paul try to bring unity through 
sound teaching (vv 10-12)? Why did Paul consider water 
baptism not part of his ministry in preaching the gospel (v 17)?

1 Corinthians 2   God’s wisdom revealed
In what way is the gospel easier for the intellectually humble to 
accept than it is for the intellectually proud? How is God’s 
wisdom superior to any human wisdom? 

WEEK 28 Commencing 13 July
1 Corinthians 3  Paul urges unity and humility within the Church

Is there any modern-day equivalent to the problem Paul is 
speaking of (vv 1-5)? Is there a danger of elevating the words of 
some great Christian leaders and neglecting what the Bible 
says? What is ‘the Day’ (v 13)? What ‘work’ is Paul talking 
about and what ‘fire’ ? What is the ‘reward’ (v 14 , 15)?

1 Corinthians 4   Paul warns against arrogance
What are ‘the mysteries God has revealed’ (v 1)? Is Paul being 
sarcastic (v 10)?

1 Corinthians 5   The Church is advised to deal with internal affairs
What does ‘put out of your fellowship’ mean (v 2)? Do you 
think this means not to attend a particular church any more, or 
not to associate with a person (v 11)? Can this act of discipline 
be used as a guideline for similar problems within the Church 
today (v 1-5)? Are there occasions to implement judgement 
inside the Church (v 11 , 12)?

1 Corinthians 6  Paul tells the church to settle disputes internally
Should disputes between believers be taken to non-Christian 
judges or is this passage trying to help its readers see a bigger 
picture (v 1-6)? How do you interpret verses 9 and 10? Are any 
of the things mentioned acceptable in the Church today? Is it 
legitimate to ‘pick-and-mix’ theology based on social 
acceptability? Can this teaching (vv 19 , 20) be expanded to 
include the need to ‘honour God with your bodies’ with regard 
to drugs, exercise, eating and sleeping?

1 Corinthians 7 Paul differentiates between his advice and the 
Lord’s

How would you summarise this chapter?

WEEK 29 Commencing 20 July
1 Corinthians 8  Knowledge does not surpass love and concern for 

others
What do you think verse 2 means? Would you agree that the 
chapter talks about keeping your conscience clear and helping 
others do the same? Is there anything you do or don’t do as a 
matter of conscience rather than obedience?

1 Corinthians 9   Preaching the gospel and receiving a living 
What do you think caused Paul to write these questions and 
statements (vv 3-12)? How do verses 19-22 and 24-77 apply to 
you?

1 Corinthians 10  Historic warnings, freedom and responsibility
Subjects already mentioned and which come up later suggest 
there may have been a number of Jews in the Church (v 1). Can 
you think of a time when you felt tempted beyond your control 
(v 13)? Did God provide you with a way out? Can you think of 
instances when you have the right to do anything but everything 
is beneficial (v 23)? 

1 Corinthians 11   Instruction on worship and the Lord’s Supper
Is it possible that Paul referring to his Judaic traditions rather 
than setting rules for Gentile churches (v 2)? Paul allowed 
women to hold positions of authority in the Church (v 5).

1 Corinthians 12   Spiritual gifts and their interdependence
Can you identify nine gifts of the Holy Spirit that Paul lists by 
way of example (vv 8-10)? How would you summarise the 
teaching of Paul in this chapter?

WEEK 30 Commencing 27 July
1 Corinthians 13   In ‘the love chapter’, Paul describes the greatest 

spiritual gift
Think of the person who you are closest to. Does your love for 
them match this definition (v 4-7)? What do we ‘know in part’ 
(v 9-12)?

1 Corinthians 14  Paul talks about various gifts and the need for 
orderly worship

The gifts of preaching and speaking in tongues - which is 
greater (vv 1-25)? Have you ever met someone (or a group) who 
has elevated the gift of speaking in tongues? Is speaking in 
tongues wrong? If you speak in tongues is it helpful to you? 
What about others? What would your reaction be if someone 
started speaking in tongues during Sunday morning worship? 
What would your expectations of the church leader be in such a 
situation (v 39)?

1 Corinthians 15 This chapter describes the importance of the 
Resurrection

How important is belief in the Resurrection to the rest of your 
faith (v 12-19)? Try to imagine what life would be like if you 
didn’t believe in the Resurrection. ‘We will not all sleep, but we 
will all be changed’ (vv 51-53). What do you think this means?

1 Corinthians 16   Paul makes some personal requests and final 
greetings

The collections were to be made in keeping with personal 
income (v 2). Is your offering in keeping with your income? 
How do you know? What do you make of verse 22?

2 Corinthians 1   Paul writes again to the Church in Corinth with a 
change of plans

Why do you think Paul wanted to inform the readers of his 
troubles (v 8)? Do prayers cause God to act in ways that he 
wouldn’t otherwise (v 11)?
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