
Official Publication of The Salvation Army Southern Africa Territory ~  R5.00  ~  136th Year  ~  Issue No  5859  ~  August 2019

WAR CRY



BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS GOD’S PLAN FOR 
YOUR SALVATION. We believe that through 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus we can 
know God. 

God has a plan for your lifeGod has a plan for your life

A

b

c

His blood, love sacrifice was what was required to 
pay the debt of sin. Trust that calling on the name of 
Jesus you can know forgiveness and acceptance.

ACCEPT YOU ARE A SINNER - no one really 
likes to think that we are but God says that “all 
have sinned and fall short of His glory”. If you 
can’t name it - you can’t change it. 

If you truly want a better life then admit that just 
maybe you need someone bigger than you to direct 
your life. Ask God to foregive you and accept you 
back.

CONFESS HIM BEFORE OTHERS. If you 
truly believe that and are persuaded that God 
really does love you then 

confess to others that you love God and want to live 
a life pleasing to Him.

If you have done this for the first time - let us know and we can send you a small booklet 
that will help you to know this God who loved you so much He gave His Son for your 
salvation.
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God even through it meant been ostracised 
from her community.

This month is also the beginning of new 
th ings  for  some people .  For  our  
Commissioners Yvonne and Keith Conrad it 
is a month of new responsibilities as they take 
over the Africa Zone at IHQ, and for Lt. 
Colonels Tracey and  Daniel Kasuso become 
our TPWM and TC respectively.

In this issue of the War Cry you will be made 
aware of The Salvation Army’s international 
positional statements which will explain what 
the Salvation Army upholds about these 
social issues. You will also be introduced to a 
new publication by Masic. (Moral and social 
issues council)

In the October War Cry you will meet a few of 
the members of the MASIC council.

The Salvation Army always had a strong 
moral compass regarding the poor, the lost, 
the lonely, the least. Our mission has always 
been to alleviate suffering wherever we find 
it.

Enjoy the read and I pray that God warms 
your soul as we “suffer” through winter.

Blessings

I am actually sitting at a 
desk writing this short 
editorial which, most 
people tell me, very 
few people ever read.

As the editor of the War 
Cry I watch Facebook 
fo r  l i t t l e  b i t s  o f  
information about what 
Salvationists are doing 

in our Territory and around our Army world.  I 
am truly amazed at how many ‘kids clubs’ we 
had around the Territory and how many 
prayer meetings, and awareness raising 
events have been taking place around our 
Territory. We really are an Army on the move.

This is women’s month for so many reasons.  
In 1956 it was the women who marched to the 
Union Buildings demanding an end to the 
terrible pass laws. Some had babies on their 
backs. Some had been forced to take a day’s 
leave to participate. Some had to really 
struggle to get home after the event because 
they were in violation of the curfew. Women 
are tenacious and have often been the back 
bone of many a revolution.

God often uses women to carry out those 
“mission impossible assignments”. Like 
carrying the Children of Israel to victory 
when the men opted out, like telling a 
master/owner that a prophet of her nation 
could heal his leprosy, like carrying the Son of 
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MISSION STATEMENT OF 
THE SALVATION ARMY

The  Sa lva t ion  Army,  an  
international movement, is an 
evangelical part of the universal 
Christian Church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry is 
motivated by love for God. Its 
mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human 
needs in His name without 
discrimination.
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FAREWELL LETTER FROM THE TERRITORIAL COMMANDER
A walk to Remember

To Officers and Soldiers

My dear Salvationists and Friends,

As we come to the end of our time as the 
territorial leaders for the Southern Africa 
Territory, we look back over the past four 
years with gratitude to God for His 
faithfulness and his goodness. His 
presence, mercy and grace saturated our 
life and ministry in our roles and 

responsibilities. Without God, we would not be able to lead and 
do the work, to which He had appointed us. God has been our 
strength and our guide who enabled and showed us the way. His 
presence accompanied every step we took! Just as He was with 
Moses and Joshua and all others who have gone before us, so we 
believe he was also with us, for without Him, we could do 
nothing!

As we prepare to leave to take up our designated appointments as 
the zonal leaders for Africa, what will we remember of our time 
that we spend with you? We could probably have a long list of 
good and not so good remembrances, but we want to take away 
with us a good memory of just three things! These are the three 
things we have seen and experienced as we had the privilege to 
travel to visit and do ministry throughout the territory. And I have 
taken the liberty to borrow this from the Apostle Paul's first letter 
to the Thessalonians chapter 1, and apply it to our experiences of 
our sojourning these past four years.

Firstly, we will remember your ‘Work Produced by Faith.’   It has 
been encouraging to hear and see people coming to faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Coming to faith in Christ is one thing but 
turning away from the old way of life embracing the new life in 
Christ is quite something else - people desiring to be like Jesus! 
And becoming like Jesus is a work of faith. Living a holy life, 
which is separated from sin is not easy, that is why discipleship is 
one of the six key areas in our Territorial Mission Plan!  Giving up 
old habits and the sin that so easily besets us must be the outflow 
of our coming to faith and it is not easy. It will be work produced 
by faith! The results of our faith in God must show up in our daily 
living. Holy living must be our priority 
because 'without holiness, no one will see 
God' and this is what the Bible says! It is our 
work produced by faith and it is hard work, 
which can only be accomplished through the 
help of the Holy Spirit in us!

Like Paul, the second thing we will want to 
remember is your 'Labor Prompted by Love.' 
How we have seen many a soldier and officer 
engaged in uplifting others, living out their 
calling as soldiers and officers, keeping their 
covenant with God by caring for the poor and 
those in need. Everywhere we have been, we 
have witnessed corps being salt and light, 
being the hands and feet of Jesus, laboring 
away and transforming lives. We will 
remember officers who, in spite of many 
difficulties and challenging conditions carries 
on their ministry not because it is their duty, 
but because it is the love they have for God 
and the people who they serve in their corps or 
social institutions. 

And retired officers who have been reactivated for active service 
because of the need for laborers on the field is so huge.  We will 
remember before our God, your labor prompted by love!

The third thing we will remember you for is your patience of 
hope, your 'Endurance Inspired by Hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
There are many challenges and difficulties believers are facing – 
the world wanting 'to squeeze you into its mould' – officers and 
soldiers facing hardship in crime ridden communities – where 
gangs are holding communities hostage through drug peddling, 
human trafficking and violent crime, yet there is an endurance 
that prevails among you, which springs from your hope in the 
Lord Jesus Christ! You do not know what it means 'to give up' or 
'to throw in the towel.' These words are not part of your 
vocabulary. 

So we will remember your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love and your endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

It has been a privilege and an honour to serve you and this great 
territory that has so much potential to advance the mission God 
has given The Salvation Army. Do not give up loving and serving 
the Lord with all your might. Hold on to Jesus as he will hold on to 
you!

We commend to you your new territorial leaders Colonels Daniel 
and Tracy Kasuso and we implore you to support them well as 
they will serve and lead you and this territory to greater heights by 
God's help!

God abundantly bless the Southern Africa Territory!
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Commissioner
Keith W. Conrad  

SAVE THE DATE



Parktonian staff who 
g a v e  u s  t h e  s o u p  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o n  
Mandela day

  AROUND
      THE 
TERRITORY
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Lt Colonels Daniel and
Tracey Kasuso

Association of Christian Media

Imbali Corps with Mafakathini. 
Open air sharing the loveof Jesus
and beautiful unity among Corps.

Mandela Day
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Our June 16 was celebrated by mobilizing 
in the streets of Vryheid. 

People were made aware of Anti Human 
Trafficking and the danger our youth are 

in because of this. 
The indoor meeting there were speakers 

from prison and health departments 
nurse and education departments. 

Youth of all ages were present.
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Youth Day celebration
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COMMISSIONER YVONNE CONRAD

Message 
from TPWM

What a faithful God we serve and I want to thank Him for His 
faithfulness all through the years of yesterday, today and forever.

God has been good and His mercies have been new for me every 
morning. I am still here today because of His wonderful grace that 
has carried me throughout this journey and for what still lies 
before me.

I also want to thank the Southern Africa Territory, what a joy it 
was serving alongside every officer, senior soldier, adherent, 
junior soldier, home league member, young women's fellowship, 
junior miss, Sunday school child and employees of this Territory.

You have made a tremendous impact on my life and ministry. I 
enjoyed visiting and seeing the powerful work God is doing in 
each division. You have become part of my family and my prayer 
is that God will continue to bless and use you. I take with me 
beautiful memories of our time spent together during divisional 
visits.  Each and every one of you have blessed me in some way or 
another. Thank you for your prayers, support and love shown 
during our farewell meetings. Your words of encouragement and 
appreciation expressed by those who shared words of farewell, it 
is much appreciated.

To all women leaders and members what a beautiful journey we 
have had together. I have seen women at work in their divisions; 
raising funds, visit hospitals, taking care of those who are 
vulnerable and in danger of abuse, arranging trainings, seminars 
and faithfully serving God in their communities. Women who 
became God's hands and feet, women who were the good 
Samaritans in their communities. What strong and powerful 
women we have in our Territory. You blessed me by your ministry 
and fellowship during Rallies I attended in your Divisions. Thank 
you for your heart to God and hand to man.

May you all continue to know God’s:

*Presence in your life, His promised presence that will never 
disappoint, it will be with you always. Hebrews 13:5 says “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you”. In His presence we 
experience fullness of joy Psalm 16:11

  Isaiah 43: 2 “when you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you, and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 
sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will 
not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze”. No matter 
what we face always remember nothing can separate us from 
the love and presence of God.

*Peace – John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” Matthew Henry said: 
When Christ died He left a will in which He gave His soul to 
His Father, His body to Joseph of Arimathea, His clothes to 
the soldiers, His mother to John. But His disciples, who had 
left all to follow Him, He left no silver or gold, but something 
far better – His PEACE. May the peace of God fill your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

*Power – Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” Power to face every situation that 
comes your way. Thank God for that power because it will be 
with you wherever you go! 

In closing Numbers 6: 24-26 “The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace”

Blessings till we meet again.



COMMISSIONERS BENJAMIN AND GRACE MNYAMPI

International Secretary 
for the Africa Zone retires

An Unsung Hero of Faith

Commissioners Benjamin and Grace Mnyampi, currently serving in the Africa Zone 
at International Headquarters as International Secretary and Zonal Secretary for 
Women's Ministries, will enter retirement on 31 July 2019. 

They entered the training college from their home corps of Mgulani, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, as cadets of the Proclaimers of the Gospel session and were commissioned 
as Salvation Army officers on 07 December 1986. At this time Tanzania was part of 
the East Africa Territory, along with its neighbours Kenya and Uganda.

Their first six years of service were spent in Kenya, as chaplains at Joyland School 
for physically handicapped children, before returning to their home country of 
Tanzania in December 1992. Here they served as Regional Secretary and Assistant to 
the RSWO respectively until November 1994 when they moved outside their 
homeland once again – this time to Rwanda. Here Captains Mnyampi began corps 
ministry in Kayenzi Commune, where they remained for a further four years.

On 1st October 1998, Tanzania separated from the East Africa Territory and received 
official Command status. Captains Mnyampi were appointed to the new Command 
Headquarters as Secretary for Administration and Command Secretary for Women's 
Organisations and played a large part in establishing the structure of the new 
command.

A change of appointment came in December 2000 when the Mnyampis were 
appointed as Divisional Commander and DDWM in the Tarime Division, Tanzania 
Command. They were promoted to the rank of Major in December 2001.

A further move outside their home territory came on 1 January 2005 with 
appointments as Secretary for Programme Administration and Territorial League of 
Mercy Secretary, Zimbabwe Territory.

Two years later, on 1 February 2007, came a return to Tanzania Command, now as 
General Secretary and CSWM. Exactly one year later, on 1 February 2008, Tanzania 
was granted Territorial status and, with this change, the Mnyampis became Chief 
Secretary and TSWM, with the rank of Lieut. Colonel.

By this time, Uganda had also become an independent territory, and the large 
territory of Kenya had been divided into two separate territories, Kenya East and 
Kenya West. In July 2010, with the rank of Colonel, Benjamin and Grace Mnyampi 
became Chief Secretary and TSWM, Kenya West Territory, followed in January 
2013, by their appointments to Uganda as Territorial Commander and TPWM. They 
remained in Uganda until 31 July 2016.

On 1 August 2016, with the rank of Commissioner, the Mnyampis began service 
outside the continent of Africa, as they moved to International Headquarters, 
London. However, their links to Africa remained strong and complete as they took 
up appointments as International Secretary and Zonal Secretary for Women's 
Ministries, Africa Zone. It is from these appointments that they will enter retirement.

Of their officership-service, the commissioners write:

'When we look at how far the good Lord has brought us up to retirement time, we can 
only agree with the prophet Samuel who called him Ebenezer – 'even now the Lord 
has helped us…' We have seen His hand at work in our lives and can testify that 
without Him we wouldn't have made it. The journey was not easy; we have passed 
through valleys and mountains and He has been very faithful.

Reaching retirement is a great honour but we understand that the remaining days 
ahead are still very important, for we must finish the race well. We continue to rely 
upon him all the way.’

We give thanks to the commissioners for their many years of service to the Salvation 
Army in Africa and latterly to the wider Salvation Army world at IHQ. In thanking 
them, we also give thanks to God for calling them into this ministry and for 
journeying with them every step of the way. We wish them much joy and many 
blessings as they now continue to serve Him in retirement.

Yours in His service

Lyndon Buckingham
CHIEF OF THE STAFF 

SENIOR CAPTAIN NICOLENE PHAKATHI
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My dear editor, please allow me to celebrate the life of 
this 98-year-old retired officer who is a resident in the 
Eastern Kwa-Zulu Natal, Dlangezwa. We may not 
have full history as she struggles to remember 
everything about her officership journey but we are 
pleased to commemorate her service and struggle for 
salvation of souls during her years of active 
officership. If there is someone who has the full story 
about this senior citizen please provide us with it. We 
dare not forget those who served before us.

She was born and bred in the Maxase family in 
Mountain View Kwa-Ngwelu. Out of William Booth 
Corps she entered the college for officers training as a 
cadet in Fred Clark, Soweto.

It is difficult to get all the historical details from the 
98-year-old lady. She cannot remember the exact 
years for her entry and Commissioning. One thing she 
remembered is that she got married to Lieutenant 
Phakathi a week after commissioning. After visiting 
this retired officer, I was challenged to pay tribute to 
her since she gave us full history and her experience as 
an officer in times of the apartheid regime.

She was born on 17 October 1921. Captain Phakathi 
well known as Gogo served in seven (7) different 
corps appointments in three divisions. She retired on 
12 October 1993 after serving four years at Ibumba 
Corps in the Eastern Kwa-Zulu Natal Division. She 
moved to Estill-Kwa-Mangthe where she built a 
house for her and children. After retirement she could 
not contain herself at Estill, she established the work 
at Mangeza and we have the Mangeza corps that still 
exists today.

Later she moved to Dlangezwa (nearby University of 
Zululand) where she resides till today. The senior 
citizen claims to be kept strong spiritual by song 
number 2 “Owelapha Inhliziyo Umile Phambi 
Kwethu” (Great Physician) and her faviourite 
Scripture is 1 Chronicles 28:9, all these years gogo 
Phakathi has learned to seek and serve God 
wholeheartedly. At age of 98 Captain Phakathi ® is 
still strong, fit to walk 
at her own pace and 
able to read. It is 
amazing how God is 
able to preerve his 
o w n .  S i y a b o n g a  
Vulandlela! Salute

Right: Senior Captain 
Phakathi took this 
picture when she was 
stil active.

Captain Nokuthula 
Khathi (DDWM-
EKZN Division) 
taking a picture 
with Senior Captain 
Phakathi ® at her 
home.



Depression
We all feel sad sometimes, but it the 
negative feelings last a long time or 

feel very intense, it might be 
depression.  Depression is a mood 
disorder when someone feels down 
most of the time.  Symptoms can 

include not wanting to do things they 
used to enjoy, avoiding friends, 

sleeping more or less than usual, 
feeling irritable, upset, miserable or 

lonely and feeling very tired. 
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IT'S A 

DATE!
THE TERRITORIAL 

BIBLE 
7th DECEMBER 2019.  

SEE YOU THERE

Replace the 
question marks 
with and add, 

Subtract, divide or 
multiply symbol to 
complete the sum.  

8 ? 4? 2 ? 3 ? 3 ? = 5

8

Anxiety is a feeling of fear or panic.  
Feeling anxious sometime is normal, 

especially if you've got exams coming up 
or you're starting a new school, sport or 

taking part in an important event. 

 If the feeling of anxiety does not go away 
or it massively affects someone’s life then 
it is a more serious problem.  Symptoms 

of anxiety include feeling frightened, 
nervous, or panicky most of the time, 

struggling to sleep or feeling faint.  
Having one or even more of these 

symptoms does not mean you definitely 
have anxiety, but it you're worried then 

the first step is to talk to a grown up you 
trust. 

Then you can see a doctor to get a proper 
diagnosis and some help, which could be 

talking through your feelings with 
someone and discovering techniques that 

help you cope better.   

Anorexia
Anorexia is a type of eating disorder 

when someone worries about their 
weight in an extreme way.  

Symptoms include eating less, 
exercising too much, feeling 

anxious about eating in front of 
others and being obsessed with 

body image.  

Another type of eating disorder is 
bulimia-where someone eats and 

then makes themselves sick 
afterwards to control their weight. 

If you think it's possible you have 
an eating disorder then your first 
step is to talk to a grown-up you 

trust.  

There is help available, including 
therapy sessions and 

speaking to dieticians

Anxiety

If you feel one or more of these 
symptoms, that doesn't mean you're 

definitely got depression.  It's 
important to speak to your parents, 
guardian or teachers, who can help 
you to go and see a doctor who can 

help you work out if you are depressed 
and give you the help you need.  The 
help offered might be speaking to a 

counsellor who specializes in helping 
children with depression. 

Super 
Sum!

Mental Health is someone’s psychological and 
emotional well being-how happy and healthy 

their minds feels. 

Everyone has mental health just as we all have 
physical health regardless of how young or old we are.  

There are lots of things including anxiety and depression 
can affect how healthy 
and happy your mind 

feels.  According to some experts, 
around one in ten young people 

experience a mental health problem.  

Mental Health (Article extracted from the Kids Alive May 2019 edition)

We are a creation of God. 
Everything that God has created is wonderful and so 

He believes that we are wonderful. 
We are precious to Him and He wants us 
to be near to Him because He loves us. 

He deserves our praise because we are wonderfully made!

LISTEN UP EVERYONE!
YOU are fearfully and wonderfully made! 

–Psalm 139:13 -15

now
K

t eh

Signs!
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INTERNATIONAL POSITIONAL STATEMENT
Refugees and Asylum Seekers

STATEMENT OF POSITION

The Salvation Army is gravely concerned for the needs of the 
millions of people who are refugees and asylum seekers. People 
are fleeing their homes and countries because of a well-founded 
fear of persecution. Many of these people have experienced 
significant grief and trauma, which have potential long-term 

1consequences for their health and well-being.
 
The Salvation Army recognises that the ability to seek asylum is a 

2basic human right,  with all people having the right to life, liberty 
and security of person. The Salvation Army supports 
international efforts to eliminate persecution and displacement 
through the promotion of peace, tolerance, understanding and 
respect for human life and dignity. 

God’s hospitable loving concern for the stranger and foreigner are 
evident in Scripture and therefore, The Salvation Army contends 
that individuals and governments should act compassionately 
and humanely towards persons seeking asylum. 

The Salvation Army condemns the actions of people smugglers, 
human traffickers and others who would seek to gain from the 
plight of refugees and asylum seekers. The Salvation Army 
recognises the responsibilities of sovereign nations to control 
their borders but believes there is also a duty to care for refugees 
and asylum seekers. Therefore, nations working together to 
address the dire needs of asylum seekers is critical.

The Salvation Army holds that both asylum seekers and refugees 
should be offered assistance to settle and become contributing 
members of society as quickly as possible. 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

Throughout history, humankind has experienced people fleeing 
their country and seeking asylum internationally. Globally, there 

3are now millions of refugees and asylum seekers.  In some 
nations, war has resulted in a mass exit of people fearing for their 
lives. Many refugees have experienced threats to their lives, 
violence and/or other forms of persecution relating to their 
ethnicity, religion, gender, sexuality or social status. In this global 
environment, persecuted people are vulnerable to people 
smuggling, human trafficking and dangerous risk-taking.

Nations feel the pressure of meeting the immediate needs of 
people seeking asylum, particularly when persecution or war 
leads to their arrival in large numbers. Some in the host nations 
may be hostile towards refugees. Legitimising asylum seekers’ 
claims for refugee status and settling them permanently is a 
complex but vital process.

People who arrive in countries that are signatory to the 1951 
Convention, regardless of their method of arrival, are entitled to 
seek refugee protection. Refugee status applications are 
processed by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) or a government that is a signatory to the 

United Nations 1951 Refugee Convention. Asylum seekers are 
people whose claims for refugee status have not yet been 
determined. Asylum seekers must be outside their country of 
origin in order to lodge an application for protection.

The 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees (and its 1967 Protocol) defines a refugee as: ‘Any 
person who, … owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted 
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a 
particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country 
of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling 
to avail himself of the protection of that country.’ The protections 
granted to refugees include the right not to be expelled, and the 
rights to work, housing, education, public assistance, freedom of 
movement and freedom of religion.

There is a particular plight for people who are stranded in transit 
countries. This is especially the case when the transit countries 
are not signatories to the 1951 convention.

GROUNDS FOR THE POSITION OF THE SALVATION 
ARMY

The Salvation Army believes human life is created in the image of 
God and is a gift to be cherished, nurtured and redeemed (Genesis 
1:27). The sanctity of human life means we treat all people with 
dignity. Dignity is neither conferred nor withheld by citizenship, 
human choice or plight; it is inherent in every person.

In Scripture, God is revealed as love and compassion – a love and 
compassion that extends to all people and includes special 
provision for the foreigner and those whose circumstances leave 

4them in need of the care of strangers.

God who was refuge, shelter, provider and comforter for the 
people of ancient Israel, makes it clear that his people are to 
remember their flight to freedom and safety and extend a 
welcome to others in their time of need: ‘[God] defends the cause 
of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing 
among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to love 
those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in 
Egypt’ (Deuteronomy 10:18-19 NIV). 

Not only are foreigners to be the subject of compassion and 
special provision, they are to be welcomed as neighbours. The 
ancient nation of Israel was left in no doubt that divine law 
required them to love their neighbour as one of their own, even if 
their neighbour happened to come from a different background, 
culture or religion (see Leviticus 19:33-34). Jesus Christ taught 
we should love God and love our neighbour (see Matthew 22:34-
40). The infant Jesus was a refugee fleeing a violent tyrant and 
throughout his life he sought to love and welcome all. He 
commended those who welcome strangers (Matthew 25:35-36). 
Obedient to the example and teaching of Jesus, the Church has 

5called Christians to generous hospitality.  It is a foundational 
principle of our shared life. 

1 The Salvation Army acknowledges the global issue of mass 
migration for many other reasons – for example, economic 
reasons. This statement focuses on concerns for refugees 
and asylum seekers.

2 Asylum seekers are often distinguished from refugees, the 
term ‘refugee’ being reserved for those whose applications 
for asylum have been considered and granted (see the 
United Nations 1951 Convention on Refugees and 1967 
Protocol).

3 The number of refugees of concern to UNHCR reached an estimated 14.4 million 
refugees at the end of 2014. There were more than 1.8 million asylum seekers
 (http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c137.html).

4 Exodus 23:9, Leviticus 19:9-10, Numbers 35:15, Psalm 146:9, Matthew 22:34-40, 
Matthew 25:31-46, Luke 10:30-37, Hebrews 13:1-3. The Bible describes God himself 
as a refuge: Ruth 2:12, 2 Samuel 22:3 and 31, Psalm 5:11, Psalm 16:1, Psalm 17:7, Psalm 
31:1-4, Psalm 34:8, Psalm 36:7, Psalm 46:1, Psalm 62:8, Psalm 91:2, Psalm 144:2, 
Nahum 1:7. 

5 For instance, Hebrews 13:2 (NIV): ‘Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers.’ 
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Meet Ms Johanna MukokiPRACTICAL RESPONSES

1. Inspired by the love of God for all humanity, The Salvation 
Army calls Salvationists to respond to the needs of asylum 
seekers and refugees. Acceptance, assistance and advocacy 
should be offered without discrimination.

2. Since its founding, The Salvation Army has sought to 
alleviate human suffering without discrimination. The 
Salvation Army works internationally to meet the needs of 
displaced persons by providing food, shelter and counselling, 
and attending to many other basic needs. The Salvation Army 
will intentionally organise and implement appropriate 
responses to refugees and asylum seekers.

3. The Salvation Army advocates for the development of 
proactive and compassionate policies in relation to all asylum 
seekers and refugees. It is imperative that domestic legislation 
ensures humane standards of treatment and conditions for 
asylum seekers and refugees in line with relevant 
international conventions.

4. The Salvation Army is concerned about delays in assessing 
the claims of asylum seekers for refugee protection. The 
claims of asylum seekers should be processed expeditiously; 
access to legal assistance, health care, education and 
recreational facilities should be available, the integrity of 
family units maintained, and special protection and schooling 
provided for children.

5. The Salvation Army opposes the detention of people seeking 
asylum, and calls for the use of alternatives wherever 
possible. Where detention is unavoidable, asylum seekers 
should not be detained for any longer than the shortest 
required period necessary to carry out identity, health and 
security checks.

6. The Salvation Army will engage asylum seekers and refugees 
without judgement, oppose their stigmatisation and 
encourage its people, as well as members of society at large, to 
welcome them.

7. The Salvation Army will take an active role in meeting with 
members of government and international organisations as a 
form of peaceful advocacy for refugees. It will seek to 
influence government to ensure the relevant international 
conventions are upheld. It will proactively advocate for the 
development of legislation that ensures that those who seek 
asylum are met with compassion and given a high level of 
human security.

8. The Salvation Army will take an active role in the 
development of proactive, compassionate and human rights-
focused policy and strategy that advocates for asylum seekers 
and refugees.

9. The Salvation Army aims to provide safe environments for 
those seeking asylum. Wherever possible, The Salvation 
Army will meet their immediate physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs. It will work with refugees to integrate them 
into society and its own fellowship. 

REFERENCES 
United Nations Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of 
Refugees: 
http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10.html 
UNHCR Asylum-Seekers: 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c137.html 
UNHCR Figures at a Glance: 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c11.html 
The Salvation Army International Positional Statement on 
Human Trafficking: 
http://www.salvationarmy.org/isjc/ipstrafficking 
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The Territorial Advisory Board was established to support TSA 
with strategic guidance on our National operations and service.

Major Carin Holmes (Public Relations Secretary) went along to 
Ms. Mukoki's offices to ask her a few questions. 
 
Q.  Please tell us a little about the real Johanna

I am a mother of 2 teenagers, a wife, an absolute extrovert 
who loves to travel.  I am also a successful business woman 
(current business woman of the year) with many business 
accolades.

Q. How did you get involved with TSA

My late mother-in-law was a Salvationist, and she was the 
one who introduced me to TSA.   I started serving and still 
am on the Strathyre Board - I love Strathyre Girls Home – it is 
my favourite project.  I invest in young woman, and I'm 
currently sponsoring two girls who stay at the Halfway 
House.  The Half-way house was established to help girls 
leaving child and youth are centres having completed matric 
but still needing some help settling into the community.  I’ve 
have also employed girls from Strathyre, one is still with me 
and doing exceptionally well.

Q.  Why is it important for successful people like yourself to 
be part of and get involved with NGO’s?

“To whom much is given - much is expected”   All success 
should be used for the greater good.  NGO’s require the skills 
that we, as business people, have to be successful in the 
running of their programmes, which are necessary for the 
healing of our society.

Q.  What message do you have for Salvationists in TSA in SA?

I have two

1.  TSA plays a very 
pivotal role in being the 
bridge between the 
disparity that has been 
created by the economic 
climate and attracting 
the corporates and 
individuals to jointly 
hold hands in narrowing 
the gap between the 
have and the have not’s.

2.  God is always at the 
centre at what we do as 
Salvationists and we 
must not lose heart if the 
task looks too much 
because ultimately, as 
the Bible says, “where 
t w o  o r  t h r e e  a r e  
gathered there God is 
present and we will 
overcome.  So don’t 
grow weary in doing 
good.”
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Greetings Southern Africa Territory! My name is Greg Hurula 
and I had the privilege of leading a ministry team from the USA 
Central Territory this summer. We spent our first three weeks 
ministering alongside several corps in and around Cape Town. 
We had the opportunity to serve at the Manenberg, Khayelitsha, 
Crossroads, Athlone, and Claremont Corps. Each corps, and 
every person we met, left a mark on our lives. I could already 
write a book about all the wonderful experiences we had. Instead, 
however, each team member is just going to write about their 
favourite memory or “God-moment” from their time in Cape 
Town. 

Trevor – I enjoyed the time I spent in the Southern Africa 
Territory and I know God spoke to me through the many 
Salvationists I met. Being surrounded by God's creation helped 
me to listen to God; our reflection day at the Hesketh King 
Treatment Centre. It would be hard to pick one memory or God 
moment as this summer has given me many experiences that have 
helped me learn about how to go deeper into God's plan for my 
life. 

Allison – I loved fellowshipping with the ladies of the Claremont 
Home League. Hearing about their experiences with ministry and 
laughing with them over the games we played was such a 
blessing. 

Jessica – This summer has included a lot of new experiences for 
us! Some including learning new songs from the kids at 
Mannenberg or games like “Fire on the Mountain”! We also got to 
try new and tasty foods such as Chakalaka and Tripe. My 
favourite times during our ministry was doing crafts with the kids 
during our kid's clubs. Seeing the creativity and consideration 
from the kids was a true blessing. 

Noah – I really enjoyed taking part in the ministry at the 
Mannenberg Corps. Whether it was taking part in the feeding 
programme Major Lorna conducts, helping out with Kids Club, 
or playing with the pre-schoolers, the whole experience was such 
a blessing. 

Robin – One part of the trip that sticks out to me was our time at 
Khayelitsha. The youth were always very energetic, and I just 
remember one time we got out the parachute and the kids were 
just so excited, and it made me so happy to see them having fun. 
Also, Cadet SK was super energetic and bubbly, so he was a lot of 
fun to be around. It was really inspiring to see how committed he 
was to the corps. 

Yeong-Haw – At the Athlone Corps we had a youth night that was 
planned and led by the youth of the corps. We heard great music 
numbers and witnessed graceful dance worship. It was very 
inspiring the see the youth of the Corps raising funds for their 
upcoming camping trip using a bake sale. I also had an inspiring 
chat with the Carlo while working the audio mixing board about 
the Athlone community. 

Greg – I loved the fellowship lunch that we had with the 
Crossroads Corps after church one Sunday. The food, company 
and stories were so wonderful. I was so inspired by all Cadet 
Dumisiwe and her local leaders do on a weekly basis! God has 
wonderful things in store for that community. Finally, we were 
most encouraged by the faithful leaders at each corps. The 
officers and local leaders in this country are on fire for the Lord!

Every single one we met had such an intense passion for the 
communities that they served in. We were able to feed off that 
passion and it gave us the energy we needed to minister. We never 
witnessed any of them give less than one hundred percent. The 
Lord has clearly equipped them to carry out the tasks that He is 
asking them to do. The Lord is working in Cape Town and He is 
using The Salvation Army to spread His gospel in amazing ways. 
Cape Town now holds a special place in our hearts, and we hope 
to see more of this beautiful territory in the years to come.

In June and 
July, a mission 
team of seven 
young people 
from the USA 
Central 
Territory, travelled 
to the Western Cape 
Division to lead a 
variety of ministries to 
both young and old. 
This is their story: 
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BACKGROUND

The International Moral and Social Issues Council (IMASIC) is 
the body of The Salvation Army that advises the General and 
recommends statements of official position on contemporary 
moral and social issues.
Chaired by Dr Jim Read, IMASIC is comprised of Salvation Army 
officers and soldiers from all over the world. These officers and 
soldiers are appointed by the General and usually embody a 
specific expertise, eg. theological or scientific. The Council may 
also call upon expertise from outside The Salvation Army when 
necessary.

WHAT IS A POSITIONAL STATEMENT?

A positional statement is an articulation, crafted with careful and 
prayerful thought, of the official viewpoint of The Salvation Army.
As well as stating the position, each document expresses the 
scriptural and theological grounds for the statement and the 
underlying principles. They must be approved by the General 
before publication.

HOW DO THE STATEMENTS APPLY?

As the official position of The Salvation Army, officers and others 
representing The Salvation Army must speak consistent with the 
position. It is understood, however, that individual Salvationists 
may hold different views on some subjects and acceptance of 
position is not essential to membership.
The Positional Statements are subject to periodic review, and 
therefore represent the considered view of The Salvation Army on 
a subject at a certain point in time.

WHO ARE THE STATEMENTS FOR?

The Salvation Army recognises that many people do not share the 
same perspective and does not discriminate against those who do 
not when providing care.
The Positional Statements are intended to provide information 
and guidance to members of The Salvation Army. The Positional 
Statements are public documents available to anyone who is 
interested in the official view of The Salvation Army on a 
particular subject.

ABORTION

ADDICTION

ANCESTRAL WORSHIP

CORRUPTION

DISCRIMINATION

FEMALE VIRGINITY TESTING

GAMBLING

LOBOLA

PORNOGRAPHY

PREMARITAL SEX

PROSTITUTION

PROTEST ACTION

RACISM
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INTERNATIONAL POSITIONAL STATEMENT
Ancestral Worship

STATEMENT OF POSITION

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

GROUNDS FOR THE POSITION OF THE SALVATION 
ARMY

There is a wide range of cultural understandings of the 
relationship to ancestors. The Salvation Army upholds that God 
alone is to be worshipped. The Salvation Army believes that God 
– Father, Son and Spirit – is fully able to protect, bless and 
comfort. Jesus Christ is our mediator. Christians can put their 
complete trust in God. Therefore, The Salvation Army maintains 
that it is unacceptable to give offerings and sacrifices of any kind 
to appease the dead, to offer worship to ancestors or to invoke 
their help as mediator or protector. 

This positional statement focuses on the practices of people 
seeking to find solutions through ancestral worship. We 
recognise grieving for the dead is a natural process. However, 
when practices become a worship of the ancestors they are 
unacceptable. Salvationists will understandably demonstrate 
gratitude and honour to God for the lives of those who have gone 
before us. 

Ancestor worship is found in many cultures all across the world. 
This may involve: 

* The belief that ancestral spirits have the power to influence 
the future, to bring good fortune and protect living relatives 
and future generations if they are worshipped with gifts, 
offerings and sacrifices

* The belief that ancestral spirits are mediators between the 
living and the Creator

* The belief that if the ancestors are not worshipped there will 
be bad consequences

* A belief that the dead may also bring misfortune to those 
who fail to appease them

* Prayers to the ancestors
* Human sacrifices to the spirits of dead relatives
* Offerings
* Worship to appease the ancestors’ spirits in the belief that 

their spirits influence the natural world
* Divination and consultation with sorcerers about the wishes 

of the dead.

The Salvation Army’s response to ancestor worship is based on 
the following scriptural principles: 

1. The Salvation Army believes God is the only proper object of 
1religious worship.  The Bible commands us not to worship 

2other gods apart from the Lord God.  If we give our ancestors 
reverence that is due to God, or if we look to our ancestors to 
provide us with something that only God can give, we are in 
conflict with biblical teaching.

2. The Salvation Army believes that Jesus Christ alone is the 
mediator between God and humanity and that his sacrifice is 
sufficient to bridge the gap between them. ‘For there is one 
God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 

3Christ Jesus’ (1 Timothy 2:5).  The dead 
cannot be mediators between the living and 
God.

3. While culture informs and enriches the human experience, 
cultural practices and values should not take precedence over 
Scripture. Salvationists have a mandate to challenge practices 

4that are not in harmony with the principles of Scripture.  
4. Belief in the ancestors’ capacity to intervene in the living 

world is not acceptable for Salvationists. Nor is there a need to 
appease the dead or to fear what may happen if they are not 

5appeased.  ‘I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Romans 8:38-39). 

PRACTICAL RESPONSES

The Salvation Army calls on all Salvationists to:
1. Recognise that ancestral worship is not consistent with 

Christian life and teaching.
2. Acknowledge that remembering with fondness the life of the 

deceased person poses no conflict to biblical teaching 
provided that the deceased is not regarded as an object of 
worship.

3. Realise that our identity is to be found in Christ and that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, as affirmed in the Bible, sets us free 
from our fears, superstitions, false beliefs and false hopes.

4. Teach that bringing gifts to the dead is of no value. However, 
we affirm the importance of giving practical support to 
grieving families; remembering and celebrating past 
generations with gratitude; and reminding younger 
generations of their lineage. 

5. Teach others that Christ's sacrifice on the cross is sufficient 
and that he is the only mediator between God and humanity. 

6. Encourage dialogue and provide counsel to Salvationists 
involved in ancestral worship. 

7. Help those involved in ancestral worship understand that, 
whatever happens, people who have a personal relationship 
with Christ and live in obedient faith need not live in fear.

8. Not ostracise those involved in ancestral worship. 
Salvationists are called to show love, grace, care and 
correction to all involved and to encourage reconciliation.

FOR FURTHER STUDY

Report Linker. (2014). 
'What does the Bible say about ancestor worship?' 
https://www.gotquestions.org/ancestorworship.html#ixzz3Tgtf
hGCK 

1 The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine 2010 
(London: The Salvation Army), p.xv.

2 See especially Exodus 20:3-6 and Matthew 4:10 
(= Luke 4:8). 

3 See also Hebrews 7:24-25 and Hebrews 9:11-15.

4 The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine 2010 
(London: The Salvation Army), p.125. 
See also 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 

5 See, for instance, Ecclesiastes 9:10, Isaiah 8:19, Deuteronomy 18:10-11, Psalm 27:1 and 
Isaiah 41:13. 
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Gazette

NORTHERN KZN DIVISION

Major Happy Madonsela: Corps Officer of Vryheid Circuit is 
appointed Corps Officer of Peart Memorial Corps in Central 
Division.

WESTERN CAPE DIVISION

Majors Graham and Aileen Brook-Smith: Corps Officers of 
Goodwood Corps are appointed Corps officers of Cape Town 
Citadel Corps in Western Cape Division Effective 1 October 2019
Captains Timothy and Bethany Delaney: Officers of USA 
Southern Territory are appointed as Corps Officers of Goodwood 
Corps in Western Cape Division Effective 1 October 2019
Major Diann Jones: Corps Officer of Cape Town Citadel is 
appointed as Assistant to the Divisional Commander in Western 
Cape Divisional Headquarters Effective 1 October 2019
Captains Sanele and Nancy Ndlovu: Corps Officers of 
Bonteheuwel Corps & Creche are   appointed Corps Officers of 
Galeshewe Corps & Crèche in Central Division.
Captain Moses Skosana: Corps Officer of Masiphumelele 
Corps is appointed Corps Officer of Mceleni Circuit in Mid 
KwaZulu-Natal.

PROMOTIONS

Effective 20 June 2019
Promotion to the rank of Major
Captain Marlene Butler 

Promotion to the rank of Captain
Lieutenant Lynn Zola

DEPLOYMENT CONCLUDED

Major Marry Sithole®: Corps Officer of Kwa-Thema Corps 
deployment will be concluded on 31 December 2019
Captain Carl Ngcongo®: Corps Officer of Mceleni Circuit 
deployment will be concluded on 31 December 2019

RETIREMENT

Major Esther Thuketana: Corps Officer of William Eadie 
Corps will enter retirement on 31 December 2019 but will be 
deployed as Corps Officer of Sambandou Corps in Limpopo 
Division.

REPATRIATION

Major Mandlenkosi and Captain Salafina Dlamini: Corps 
Officers of Katlehong Corps will be returning to their home 
territory in Zimbabwe and Botswana Territory on the 27th July 
2019 following their term of International service in Southern 
Africa Territory.
Majors Godfrey and Monica Booramuponda: Corps Officers 
of Durban Central Corps will be returning to their home territory 
in Zimbabwe and Botswana Territory on the 27th July 2019 
following their term of International service in Southern Africa 
Territory. 

APPOINTMENTS

Effective 09 January 2020

CENTRAL DIVISION

Major Veronica Mkize: Corps Officer of Soweto Central Corps 
is appointed Corps Officer of Mdantsane Corps in Eastern Cape 
Division.
Major Thanda and Captain Sibongile Muyanga: Corps 
Officers of Peart Memorial & Jabavu Crèche are appointed Corps 
Officers of Soweto Central in Central Division.
Majors Ben and Beatrice Masango: Corps Officers of 
Galeshewe Corps & Crèche are appointed Assistant to the 
Administrators at Mountain View Ministries in Northern 
KwaZulu-Natal Division.
Major George and Captain Sarah Sebothoma: Administrators 
at Ephraim Zulu Senior Citizen Centre are appointed Corps 
Officers of Catherine Booth Corps in Eastern KwaZulu Natal 
Division.
Major Naomi Malinga: Administrators at Strathyre Girl's Home 
is appointed Administrator at Ephraim Zulu Senior Citizen 
Centre in Central Division.

EASTERN CAPE DIVISION

Major Mimmie Payne: Corps Officer of Port Elizabeth Central 
Corps is appointed Administrator at Strathyre Girl's Home in 
Central Division.
Captain Jonathan Payne: Corps Officer of Port Elizabeth 
Central Corps is appointed IFAS Trainer/Coordinator at 
Territorial Headquarters. 
Captains Siyabonga and Khanyisile Mcineka: Corps Officers 
of Mdantsane Corps and Divisional Youth Officers the 
appointment to be announced at a later date. 

LIMPOPO DIVISION

Captain Collen and Lieutenant Phumla Mashaba: Corps 
Officers of Seshego Corps are appointed Corps Officer of Khubvi 
Corps and Divisional Youth Officers in Limpopo Division.
Major Bridget Ndou: Corps Officer of Khubvi Corps is 
appointed Corps Officers of Kwa Thema Corps in Central 
Division.

MIDKZN DIVISION

Major Beauty Ngcongo: Corps Officer of Mceleni Circuit is 
appointed Corps Officer of Kwa-Gcaba Corps in Mid KwaZulu-
Natal Division.

MPUMALANGA AND eSWATINI DIVISION

Lieutenant Nonhlanhla Maphalala: Corps Officer of 
Barberton Corps & Crèche is appointed Corps Officer of 
Langaloop and Kwamhlushwa Corps in Mpumalanga and 
eSwatini Division.
Lieutenant Siphephelo Sibisi: Corps Officer of Langaloop and 
Kwamhlushwa Corps the appointment to be announced at a later 
date
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