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The War Cry theme is 
emphasized on the front 
cover of this edition, 
symbolizing the gift of 
hope. Jesus coming into 
the world as a helpless 
baby, in the world of the 

hopelessness, all perfectly planned and 
orchestrated by God Almighty Himself. 

If you are anything like me, you’ll know that when 
receiving a gift you’d want to open it as soon as 
possible, with excitement, joy and curios wonder 
to see what’s inside.

The gift, received as an act of appreciation, or as a 
reminder of how much I’m cared for, brings about 
varied thoughts and emotions. These are echoed in 
the characters found at the first Christmas, in Luke 
2:1-20. The weary innkeeper who had no room, the 
shepherds stunned at the sight of the host of angels 
and even the seeking Magi who brought gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh to a new born king. 
 
Did they know that the baby born in a dirty and 
dusty stable, was sent from Heaven, a gift of hope 
to a lost world? Did they marvel at what the birth of 
Jesus meant? 

Today, Christmas brings a range of 
emotions too, especially in a world 
disrupted by Covid-19. 
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THE GIFT
          OF HOPE

There is sadness for those who have lost loved ones 
and those experiencing loneliness. 

For others, Christmas still brings great joy, as they 
share with family and friends.  Ultimately for 
everyone, no matter what our circumstances, 
Christmas awakens hope, in our broken world. 

To those who mourn, Jesus brings assurance of 
victory over death. To those who are lonely, 
Christmas brings the presence of God himself. To 
those who celebrate with family and friends, Jesus 
is the reason for the season. 

This Christmas, may our lives echo the words from 
the Carol: Come, Thou long expected Jesus 
(SASB 104).

All thy people's consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;

Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

May the promise of the Hope we have in Christ be 
what sustains you this Christmas, even during 
these uncertain times.  

Captain
Juanita Wright

Upcoming dates

* 29th October 2020 – Arrival of 
Divisional Commander Majors 
Samson and Divisional  Director 
for Woman’s Ministries Major 
Zennar Maweu- Central Division

* Commissioning and Ordination 
of the Messengers of the 
Kingdom. Johannesburg City 
Corps, Central Division.
5 December - Celebration meeting 
at 14:00 pm
6 December - Commissioning and 
Ordination at 10:00 am
The meetings will be Live 
Streamed!!

APPOINTMENTS
Captain Jonathan Payne: IFAS 
Trainer/Coordnator is appointed as 
Assistant Trade Manager addition 
appointment with immediate effect.
Effective 2 January 2021
Major Carin Holmes Territorial 
Public Relations Secrtary is appointed 
as Divisional Com-mander of Lusaka 
North West Division Zambia Territory.
Major Aubey Hatukupa officer of 
Zambia Territory currently serving as 
Secretary for Programme is appointed 
as a Corps Officer of Germiston Corps 
in Central Division.
Major Jane Hatukupa officer of 
Zambia Territory currently serving as 
Territorial League of Mercy Secretary 
is appointed as a Corps Officer of 
Germiston Corps in Central Division.
Effective 7 January 2021
Major Nhlanghla Ziqubu Corps 
Officer of St Helena Island is 

appointed as Divisional Com-mander 
of Eastern KwaZulu Natal Division.
Major Priscilla Ziqubu Corps 
Officer of St Helena Island is 
appointed as Divisional Director fo 
Women’s Ministries of Eastern 
KwaZulu Natal Division.
CENTRAL DIVISION
Major Mimmie Payne Administrator 
of Strathyre Girls’ Home is appointed 
as a Corps Officer of Benoni Corps & 
Goodwill Centre/ Daycare Centre.
EASTERN KWAZULU NATAL
Lieutenants Zothani & Mandisa Ntuli 
Corps Officer of Mandeni Corps (pro-
term) are appointed as Corps Officers 
of Vryheid Circuit and Divisional 
Youth Officers in Northern KwaZulu 
Natal Division.
CONGRATULATIONS
Lt. Sphephelo and Nokuthula Sibisi 
on the birth of their baby boy

Gazette
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challenging. We have lived through a global 
pandemic, the ramifications of which continue 
to impact our lives. We have witnessed the best 
of humanity as communities came together and 
helped to care for the vulnerable and those who 
needed to shield. We have seen the worst of 
humanity as racism cost lives and led to violent 

protests by demonstrators from varying viewpoints. All of this has 
combined to both exhilarate and exhaust us throughout this year.

It is into our messed-up, complex, ever-changing, uncertain and 
perplexing world that Jesus comes as the Prince of Peace. Jesus was 
familiar with prejudice, oppressive political regimes, institutionalised 
religion and suffering. So, although the man Jesus lived 2,000 years ago, 
his words still have relevance because he, as the Son of God, has an 
eternal perspective.

So, what did Jesus teach us about peace? In the Sermon on the Mount, as 
he began his teaching ministry, Jesus said: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God’ (Matthew 5:9). Then, in preparing 
his disciples for his departure and the arrival of the promised Holy Spirit, 
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid’ (John 14:27).

This is the same Jesus who spoke to the wind and waves, saying, ‘Peace, 
be still!’ (Mark 4:39 King James Version). 

THE year 2020 has been unique, interesting and 

To the woman who anointed his feet at Simon’s house, Jesus said, ‘Your 
faith has saved you; go in peace’ (Luke 7:50). After explaining many 
things to his disciples, Jesus said, ‘I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world’ (John 16:33).

Peace distinguishes the earthly existence of Jesus. In announcing his 
birth, the angels declared, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favour rests’ (Luke 2:14). As Jesus 
appeared to his followers after the Resurrection he would declare: ‘Peace 
be with you!’ (John 20:21).

If Jesus was so intent on sharing the peace of God with others, we must do 
the same, but we cannot share with others what we do not first have for 
ourselves. Consequently, we need to ensure we are living in relationship 
with God and receive his peace that is beyond our understanding, yet 
which keeps our hearts and minds secure in Christ Jesus (Philippians 
4:7). It is from this position of peace, of keeping our focus upon God 
(Isaiah 26:3), that we are able to experience the peace of God in the 
storms of life and share that peace with others. We are called children of 
God when we are peacemakers, peace-bringers and peacebuilders 
because we share the very essence and nature of God with others.

So, in this Advent season and beyond, let us be people of peace. May our 
very presence bring peace into rooms, situations and lives because we are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. May our words be words of peace because we 
share the words of God. Wherever you are and whatever situation you 
find yourself in, may you experience the peace of God today.

Except where mentioned otherwise, Scripture quotations are from the New 
International Version
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A PEOPLE OF
     PEACE

General
Brian Peddle

era W uh oe yr  e rev

d
o

G f
o e ex cp ae er pi  e en htce 



Message from the Territorial CommanderMessage from the Territorial Commander

4   THE WAR CRY

Greetings to you in the Powerful name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The thought of this year’s Christmas message gives me mixed feelings. 
As the year races towards its end and we prepare our hearts to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot ignore the effect of the 
COVID 19 global pandemic. The pandemic has caused so much pain in 
the lives of our people. Many of our friends and relatives lost their lives, 
and we are grieved yet in the midst of it all the birth of Christ reminds us 
that there is still hope.

The world in which we celebrate Christ’s birth is a replica of the same 
world into which Christ was born. Christ came at a time when the voice 
and word of God had not been heard for some time and there was a great 
spiritual darkness. The people were living under the oppressive rule of 
the Roman Empire brought shivers across the whole ancient world. 
Gloom, anguish, and contempt were just some of the adjectives used to 
describe this darkness.

This world sounds similar to our own present settings.  Christmas 2020 
comes at a time when the world is struggling with so many challenges. 
Some places are still war torn. Families have broken down and strife 
characterises our day. The world lacks hope. Human beings are 
clamouring to fill their empty lives with stuff. Abuse, addiction, illness, 
and broken relationships surround us. Added to our gloom is the 
COVID19 pandemic which has wrought unquantifiable havoc to 
economies, lives, and families. 

The picture is gloomy and saddening. The future seems to be veiled in 
obscurity. Is there hope for the world? Christmas should rekindle our 
hope after a sweeping storm. The birth of Christ ushers in a ray of hope. 
Hope for the future, that we will be redeemed. Hope for the present, that 
we are not alone, but are loved and have purpose. Hope even over the 
past, that our failures are not greater than God’s power to transform.

Centuries before the birth of Christ, Isaiah recorded that the light was to 
come into the world of darkness (Isaiah 9:1-7).   John 1 v 9 says, “The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.” 
Christmas brings hope to the world. The hope of salvation, joy and 
peace comes with the birth of Jesus Christ. As we commemorate His 
advent, we are reminded that the current situation is not the final 
chapter. God is writing yet another story and those who believe in Him 
shall testify to His goodness. The good news of Christmas is,  God 
brought hope to all people, regardless of their background. This 
included both Jews and Gentiles. Hope is a powerful force in our lives 
and Christmas brings hope. Christmas is also for those who have been 
longing for a Saviour. They may have been devout in their religious 
observance, but still understand that their only hope is for God to come 
to them.

As COVID19 subsides in most places we remain hopeful that our 
communities shall be restored albeit to a new normal. The current 
predicament is not the end, it is just a part of the journey which we  must 
sail through as we remain hopeful that He will take us to a happy ending.

May the coming of Christ rekindle hope in us. Jesus came to bring hope. 
He is our hope, and that our hope is alive.

Colonel Tracey joins me in wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Be blessed.

Colonel
Daniel Kasuso

Rekindling Hope 
after a Storm



Christmas ReflectionChristmas Reflection

STAR
A star led the three wise men to  greet the 
Saviour and a King, Jesus.

FIR TREE
Fir tree is an evergreen tree that symbolises 
the unchanging God.  The small pointed 

leaf pointing upwards symbolises baby Jesus as King of heaven 
and earth.

WREATH
Wreath symbolises the everlasting love of God.

HOLLY
Holly symbolises  eternal life, the  thorn shaped leaf shows that 
Jesus will wear a crown made from thorns, and the red holly 
symbolises the blood of Christ which was shed for us.

BELL
The shepherds used to ring the bell for those who have been lost, 
when the sheep hear the bell, they will find their way home. The 
bell symbolises that Jesus is the good shepherd.

CANDY CANE
The candy (sweet) which is made like a 

shepherd's crook symbolises that Jesus as 
the good shepherd.  Shepherds use their 

crook / stick to guide the sheep so they do 
not go astray.

CANDLE
The candle symbolises  Jesus as the 
light of the world.

GIFTS
Christmas is a time when God 
gave his Son to us, so it is good 
to help & give  gifts to 
others.

Luke 2: 11
The Saviour-yes, the Messiah, the Lord has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the City of David

Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord.

Christmas is a wonderful time of the year for Christians, our 
Saviour came to the world, to redeem us. and it is a greatest gift of 
God for all mankind. So, Christmas is a Gift.

When I was a kid I always looked forward to this day because it is 
a time of having a new outfit. On the 24th night we put a plate or a 
bowl beside our bed so that Santa can put some gift while we 
sleep. In the morning with all those gifts we went outside to show 
our gifts to our neighbour friends, which was always fun. As a kid 
we thought that it was a real Santa, but it was our parents who put 
gifts to our plate.

People are preparing for this Christmas in so many ways. But 
there are also people living in poor despair, some people lost their 
loved ones.

What is your plan for this Christmas?  Remember God sent his 
only Son to us, it is a time to celebrate and praise Him. In our 
hometown many  used to spend this time  giving gifts and helping 
the poor. As a group of friends, as a family, church & even from 
the government they reach to the community, giving out food, 
clothes or money to the needy people.   The Salvation Army 
institutions also receive so many gifts at this time of the year.

As we have seen from Matthew 25:40 God loves us and sent his 
only Son as our Saviour to save us from sin. What can we do for 
Him to show our love? Let us do good things  this special season, 
there are people out there who need our love, let us show our love 
by helping them.  Doing good  to others will always bring back 
joy in our life that will be a real Christmas.

In Luke2:11 we have been told that for us a Son is born, let this 
Child be  born in our heart again today.

God shows us his love through his Son, may we all give our heart 
to Him showing love to his people. I wish you all a wonderful 
Christmas with Joy & happiness. May God bless each and every 
one of us to be a channel of blessing at this Christmas time.

Thank you, Lord for the Gift of Jesus, who bring 
light, love, hope, joy and peace to our life. You are 
the only reason of this season we are celebrating. 
Be the centre of all our joy& happiness. Help us to 
love you more in showing love and kindness to 
others. We come to you & praise you for all the 
w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  u s  
throughout the year. In Jesus name we pray.

THE MEANING OF
CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS

Lt. Colonel
Lalnunhlui

5  DECEMBER 2020

Prayer:
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‘When the world is shaking, run to the 
rock.” I read that recently and it’s a string of 
words I repeat every day.  That Rock is the 
foundation of our belief – our hope!  The 
words of that familiar song we sing 
“Will your anchor hold in the storms of 
life?” and the chorus 

“We have an anchor that keeps the soul,
Steadfast and sure when the billows roll;

Fastened to the rock…”

“Hopeless” is one of the saddest words in the English language.  
Hopelessness impinges on us every day from the media and our 
own encounters with life.  When we celebrated the New Year on 1 
January who, could have imagined events worldwide during 
those first weeks of 2020 would eventually place life as we knew 
it, on hold.  Living changed!

Suddenly rehearsal fellowship stopped, Sunday Services took on 
a very different format. No gathering to celebrate our praises 
corporately, no sharing with fellow believers.  

During the intervening weeks and months we have celebrated 
birthdays, anniversaries, etc.  Some have had to come to terms 
with loved ones promoted to glory without saying “goodbye”.  
Easter was very different too, but I reminded myself that weekend 
of Christ and the Cross, a line from a song kept recurring in my 
mind – “He could not save himself ….” but died to save me.  He 
was helpless but not hopeless.  God provided a way and the words 
of William Hawley expresses this very simply :

A light came out of darkness;
No light, no hope had we,

Till Jesus came from heaven
Our light and hope to be.

In his letter to Timothy, Paul refers to our Lord as “the blessed 
Hope”.   We need never despair – Christ is our Hope.

Celebrating Christmas 2020 is going to be very different.  At the 
time of writing I am acutely aware of the reality that, as 
musicians, we would be bringing the message of the Babe of 
Bethlehem through our music making.  

Will this happen November / December 2020???  Right now we 
are hiding behind the mask when in public….  Sometimes I 
wonder if we have become so used to this everyday essential 
piece of ones “dressing up” it’s easy to miss out on seeing the 
hope and joy in someone’s face expression.

We need to constantly remind ourselves that we do have a 
message of hope to share this Christmas right where we are :

Ephesians 2:8-10

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.”

We may not sing or play those familiar carols this year but I do 
encourage you to read the words inspired by the Christ of hope.  
Our Salvation Army songbook is a great resource for words 
inspired by God all in one place for us to use.

We will celebrate God’s gift of hope through the Christ of 
Christmas.  Christ has met us during 2020 in our pain and filled us 
with a hope that will not disappoint. Even though we live in a 
broken world, we look forward to a glorious future.

I encourage you to remember that verse in our songbook :

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!........

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.”

I pray the promise for you all this Christmas as found in Psalm 33 
verse 22

“May your unfailing love be with us, LORD,
    even as we put our hope in you.” (NIV)

God bless

(1 Timothy 1 : 1)

By
Helen Tuck
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Advent Calendar for DecemberAdvent Calendar for December

The best way to honour the Christ Child this month is to bless others. 
Christmas is all about God’s deep love for Humanity - reflect that - in His name this month. 

May you have a blessed Christmas and a God glorifying time of self -reflection and generous giving.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

6 7 8

13 14 15

1

20 21 22

27 28 29

29 30 3 4 52

10 11 129

17 18 1916

24 25 2623

3130

Greet a cashier
and pray  she
will have a
good day

Give the Car
Guard a
special card
with money 
in it

Pray for
someone who
is hurting
today

Call a friend -
tell them you
were thinking
of them.
Pray for them

Visit at an Old
Aged Home
find out who 
gets few
visitors - spend
times with
them

Go to the SPCA
and spoil the
animals with
some treats

Say thank
you to your 
Officer

Volunteer 
some time to
a homeless
shelter

Send a note
to someone
today. Tell 
them you were
thinking
about them

Bake cookies
and give
them out to
random 
strangers

Take cookies
or cold
drink to your
local SAPS

Listen to a
car guards
story and
bless him/her

Put a candy
cane on a few
car windows
with a Christ-
mas greeting -
out  of the
sun

Pray for
Officers
Children - spoil
them today
with a small
gift

Bless your 
work
colleagues
with a small
Christmas
note

Feed the
birds today

Donate a
toy to
an orphanage

Be kind
to yourself
today

Give a
take away
coffee to a
car guard

Buy a small
gift and
give it to
a beggar
on the
street

Bless someone
at the Corps
with a
random act
of kindness

Give a
donation to
a homeless
shelter

Take time
to thank
God for His
love gift
today

Prepare a
meal for those
who are on
the street

Bless the
petrol
attendant 
today

Give a
street child
a surprise
gift - include
food

Be kind to
someone
today

Call a friend
and spread
some cheer

Volunteer
at an
animal 
shelter

Spoil yourself
and those
you love
today

Bless your
Officer
today

your time, love 
    and give hope



Christmas Survival Kit
Smiley Face Love Hearts Paper Clip

Money Eraser

Candy Cane Mint Plaster

‘tis the season to be jolly”

Can you think 
of things you’re 

grateful for 
this Christmas?

for spending time 
with family 

and loved ones

Tea Light Candles

to hold it 
together

in the chaos

after the season, 
when you have 

spent all the 
money, Jesus is 
still close to you

Bubblegum

to rub out 
all the embarrassing

moments

to remind 
you to 

shine brightly
this 

Christmas Season

to remind you 
that you’re worth 
a mint to Jesus

always remember that 
Jesus can heal
any wound

to remind you 
to stick close to Jesus

is the sky 
where the angles 

appeared as the sang 
“Peace on Earth”, to 

the shepards 
who feared. 

ul eB
is for the bright 
Christmas star 

that led and 
guided the wise 
men from afar.

veli rS
is for the gifts 

from the wise men 
presented to the baby 

they found sleeping 
on the hay in the 

manger.

ldoG

is for the 
suffering and 

death of Jesus.

rpleuP

is for the 
blood shed 

on the cross.

edR
shows that 

Jesus rose from 
the dead, He saved 

and freed us 
just as He 

said He would.  
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THE COLOURS OF CHRISTMAS ARE BRIGHT AND THEY ARE 
TRUE TO TELL OF GOD’S LOVE FOR ME AND YOU. 

By Lt.
Sindisiwe Nkosi

Hope and New Beginnings
Having been given and thinking of this topic, it took me back to redefine what New Beginning is. New beginning can 
be vast to define and describe but for me; it is being given a chance to start again – regardless of what the past was 
like but I am or you are being given an opportunity to explore, to develop, to grow, to venture, to learn, to discover, 
to thrive and importantly to rediscover who you are and what your purpose is in life. A new beginning allows you to 
unleash new potentials and possibilities that you might have not known about yourself; you are stretched to the 
maximum and are not broken because you allow yourself into the space of being given yet another chance.

During the past months of the pandemic; there is no word that I have overused like HOPE. Hope is what we can 
cling onto when all else has failed us-being hopeful that things will get better in all spheres of life. But it 
is also important to note that as we have this hope – who or what is our hope based on? Jesus is our 
hope of glory and through Him we can accomplish so much more. Let us continue to hold onto 
Hebrews 10:23; “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.”

As I start this new responsibility as Director For Children's Ministry and Overseas Child Sponsorship 
Secretary, I can only put my trust and hope in Christ and as an Officer of The Salvation Army, we are 
always given such an opportunity from time to time of a New Beginning when our appointments 
change. We have a responsibility to teach, nurture and discipline our children so that they can live up to 
what we believe of them and giving them an opportunity to be heard so that they will be able to listen 

to us. Many times we impose things on children yet their little minds are cable of thinking so 
much more and this is evident in how confident they are able to use cellphones and 
computers. I am hopeful that exciting things are going to unleash as we strive to teach our 
children in knowing that Jesus is the center of their lives. John F. Kennedy once said; 
“Children are the world's most valuable resource and its best hope for the future”.

As we approach the Christmas season; hope is born and again we are given an opportunity 
of re-birth and what great joy does the birth of a baby bring to a family and its parents 
because it's a new beginning for them. We approach this season with hopeful hearts and 
great excitement for unto us a child will be born who will be called Jesus the Saviour of the 
whole world and at this particular time, we are in desperate need of His saving grace and 
love.

Jesus
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Jesus rose from 
the dead, He saved 

and freed us 
just as He 

said He would.  
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THE COLOURS OF CHRISTMAS ARE BRIGHT AND THEY ARE 
TRUE TO TELL OF GOD’S LOVE FOR ME AND YOU. 

By Lt.
Sindisiwe Nkosi

Hope and New Beginnings
Having been given and thinking of this topic, it took me back to redefine what New Beginning is. New beginning can 
be vast to define and describe but for me; it is being given a chance to start again – regardless of what the past was 
like but I am or you are being given an opportunity to explore, to develop, to grow, to venture, to learn, to discover, 
to thrive and importantly to rediscover who you are and what your purpose is in life. A new beginning allows you to 
unleash new potentials and possibilities that you might have not known about yourself; you are stretched to the 
maximum and are not broken because you allow yourself into the space of being given yet another chance.

During the past months of the pandemic; there is no word that I have overused like HOPE. Hope is what we can 
cling onto when all else has failed us-being hopeful that things will get better in all spheres of life. But it 
is also important to note that as we have this hope – who or what is our hope based on? Jesus is our 
hope of glory and through Him we can accomplish so much more. Let us continue to hold onto 
Hebrews 10:23; “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.”

As I start this new responsibility as Director For Children's Ministry and Overseas Child Sponsorship 
Secretary, I can only put my trust and hope in Christ and as an Officer of The Salvation Army, we are 
always given such an opportunity from time to time of a New Beginning when our appointments 
change. We have a responsibility to teach, nurture and discipline our children so that they can live up to 
what we believe of them and giving them an opportunity to be heard so that they will be able to listen 

to us. Many times we impose things on children yet their little minds are cable of thinking so 
much more and this is evident in how confident they are able to use cellphones and 
computers. I am hopeful that exciting things are going to unleash as we strive to teach our 
children in knowing that Jesus is the center of their lives. John F. Kennedy once said; 
“Children are the world's most valuable resource and its best hope for the future”.

As we approach the Christmas season; hope is born and again we are given an opportunity 
of re-birth and what great joy does the birth of a baby bring to a family and its parents 
because it's a new beginning for them. We approach this season with hopeful hearts and 
great excitement for unto us a child will be born who will be called Jesus the Saviour of the 
whole world and at this particular time, we are in desperate need of His saving grace and 
love.

Jesus
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What a great privilege for me to be 
communicating with you. Coming into the 
Youth Department, Captain Sindi and I are so 
excited about what the future has in store for 
us, as we continue to trust God to guide us as 
we lead the Youth Department in the 
Territory. We live in times where many young 
people lack hope. In a world where violence, 
anger and the present pandemic COVID-19 
continue to prevail.

This year took us by surprise with COVID-
19, lockdown and all the implications it came with. I know everyone 
had great plans for the New Year. Some were looking forward to 
graduating, matric dances, some had just entered the workplace but 
shortly lost jobs. We had to adjust to the “new normal” of virtual 
celebrations, not being able to hug and embrace each other and a lot 
of changes that came with 2020. A timely reminder of our Youth & 
Children’s Ministry theme, ‘Battle-Ready’. I doubt any of us were 
ready for this battle but for the fact that you are reading this means 
you were able to conquer and rise above the storm of COVID-19. 

The Corona virus has made new terms like “social distancing” and 
“self-isolation” common, and enveloped communities with fear. 
Even as young people face unprecedented difficulties and uncharted 
paths you are rising to make a difference. I have seen young people in 
our Territory on the frontline serving suffering humanity. 

The world we live in can change but the Gospel remains because 
there is  hope in Jesus Christ; our thrill of hope. 

Hebrews 10:23 reads “so let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering He who promised it is faithful”

As  the year 2020 draws to an end, we are grateful to God who has 
been able to journey with us.  As young people of the Southern Africa 
Territory, we look forward with anticipation to what God has in store 
for us. It will be a new beginning for all of us. 

God is all about new beginnings and in these He is creating new 
opportunities of faith and spiritual growth. Even if we enter into 
something new with reluctance, God will always bring good out of it. 

Let us embrace these new beginnings and trust God with our future.

I am looking forward to 2021, where, hopefully,  I will be able to 
engage in conversations with you, to support and resource you as we 
build the Kingdom. 

In closing, I want to encourage you to continue to
* Pray 
* Be a person of good deeds. Help others.
* Continue to dream and believe that the impossible will become 

reality

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 

Lord your labour is not in vain. Always work enthusiastically for 
the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever 

useless.” 1 Corinthians 15:58

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year

C G EEC GNNAA
HH

Captain
Vukani Nkosi
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Let me introduce myself - my name is Marcella Mittens and I’m 
18 years old. I entered our traditional Miss St Helena Competition 
2020 with the intention of taking on the challenge and having the 
opportunity to represent my beautiful home. My Journey has 
been exceptional! Winning Miss St Helena 1st Runner Up, I have 
proven myself to be an ambassador in the eyes of my community 
and being an example for young women on the island.

This year, the competition introduced a new round, called 
‘Attention Seeker’- an outfit representing a sponsor; portraying 
its uniqueness and integrity. I was blessed to be able to represent 
Salvation Army, a community of people who has continued to 
strive on St Helena Island for 136 years. These incredible people 
serve humanity without discrimination, adapting to the 
community’s social needs, physical needs and spiritual needs. 
My Salvation Army outfit symbolized a cultural African style 
with the message of recycling denim. The skirt and the head-wrap 
was entirely made from different hues of denim jeans, stringed 
with beads crafted from recycled paper.

Our clothing is something we often take for granted, denim 
especially. The manufacture of denim negatively impacts the 
environment on a global scale and the people who make them. 
The farmers who produces the cotton, applies herbicides and 
pesticides to their crops; polluting the soil and our water systems. 
The denim complexion is then fashioned by the multiple 
chemical dyes that gives the clothing its distinctive colour. 
Working with chemicals every day to construct denim clothing, 
can put the workers' health in danger. 

  DECEMBER 2020

Miss Saint Helena 2020Miss Saint Helena 2020
1st runner-up

Therefore my message was important, as it promotes the 
awareness and encouraged others to reduce, reuse and recycle!

My mission now is to inspire young women to follow their 
dreams. Be proud of who you are – because you are special. 
Nothing is more beautiful than a woman who is brave, strong and 
emboldened because of who Christ is in her. 

“Always pray to have Eyes that see the best in people, a Heart that 
forgives the worst, a Mind that forgets the worst and a Soul that 
Never loses faith in God”

MARCELLA MITTENS

HELENASt
11

ISLAND
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Thursday, 05 March, the National Institute for Communicable Diseases 
confirmed that a suspected case of Covid-19 had tested positive.  The 
patient is a 38 year old male who travelled to Italy with his wife.  
Immediately, a stigma was set, if you had travelled abroad, you would be 
the only one to get this virus.

On 15 March, our president declared a national state of disaster, soon 
following an announcement on 23 March that our country would go into 
a 21 day lockdown, starting from midnight, 26 March.

Our territory was approached by the Department of Social Development 
to assist the government with feeding of homeless shelters in the 
Tshwane area. A Territorial team was formed to quickly work through a 
business plan, budget and a presentation as to how we could serve 
suffering humanity.

Initially, we were going to run two shelters, but as we proceeded with 
DSD, our main objective was to provide meals in the shelters, only for 21 
days, which continued till 30 September 2020, which took us to serving 
faithfully for 06 months.

We have been feeding 7 shelters with 3 meals a day, averaging 700 
people, inclusive of men, woman and children, some as young as 6 
months old.  The team of 30 volunteers all from within The Salvation 
Army community, for the 06 months of lockdown served a total of 270 
840 meals

. 

Simple phrases of hope from the beneficiaries:
“if it wasn't for the The Salvation Army,

 we would have died from hunger”
“God bless you as you help us” “Thank you”

“Please come back”

  

On Saturday, 19 September 2020, an Appreciation Day event  was held 
to acknowledge and thank all the volunteers who served the homelesss 
for the 6 months of lockdown.  The Territorial Leaders, Colonels Daniel 
and Tracey Kasuso thanked the volunteers for their selfless service by 
giving each volunteer an appreciation certificate, a memory box, a t-shirt 
and a food hamper.

Mama Queen Mkhonza (Home League Secretary – Mabopane Corps), 
who had faithfully been involved in the feeding scheme since day 1, 
reminded the volunteers that their service to the most vulnerable was not 
in vain. Providing hope to the hopeless in desperate times, and by doing 
so made a difference in the lives of many.  

COVID-19 RESPONSE:
GIVING HOPE TO THE HOPELESS

Around the TerritoryAround the Territory

nkzn division - ekushumayeleni corps
soul winning revival

Venue: Kwa-Magquma Location
Theme: “The Lord will remember you” (Genesis 8:1)

Aim: The main aim of the revival was to win new souls for the Kingdom 
of God and to grow the membership of Ekushumayeleni Corps. We were 
also hoping that we will be able to revive faith to the back sliders, of 
which God was faithful about.

Date: 26 – 31 November 2020

Outcome: The results was very good. Even though in some days the 
weather was bad, but people did attended the services. The overall 
attendance for the whole week was 460 excluding Sunday service 
attendance of which was 78. The seekers for the whole was 57 in total of 
which 26 of those was the first time seekers. The revival made a big 
impact in that community I believe and it will help a lot in growing 
Ekushumayeleni Corps. We trust and believing that the Lord by His spirit 
will lead these seekers to the close and successful relationship with the 
Him.

We would like to thank you all for the support that you gave us and we 
also thank the worship team from eKhambi Corps for their support and 
dedication to make this revival a successful one.

Written by Lieutenants Sibusiso and Miranda Mlambo. 
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Message from PR Co-ordinatorMessage from PR Co-ordinator
UJESU, Isipho Esizedlula Zonke!  

I s i k h a t h i  s a m a h o l i d i  y i s i k h a t h i  
sezinkumbulo ezikhethekile nokusabalala 
komoya kaKhisimusi. Ngikhumbula 
ekukhuleni kwami ngisengumfanyana 
esigodini  sangakithi  Ombimbini ,  
amaholidi ayemayelana nokuhlangana 
kwemindeni .  Obaba  bonke  labo  
a b a b e s e b e n z a  E g o l i ,  E t h e k w i n i  
nakwezinye izindawo ezahlukahlukene 

babezobuyela ekhaya. Lezi bekuyizikhathi ezijabulisa kakhulu 
empilweni yami. Kwakuyisikhathi sezipho, ngithola izimpahla 
ezintsha ezikhethekile, amaswidi nokudla okuningi okuphekwe 
ekhaya.  
 
Ekukhuleni kwami ngezimfundiso zesonto, ngabona ukuthi 
esinye sezizathu esiqavile salomkhuba wokupha nokwamukela 
izipho ngoKhisimusi, ukusikhumbuza ngezipho ezanikezwa 
uJesu yizazi: Inhlaka, igolide namakha. Kakhulukazi ngoJesu 
oyisipho somhlaba wonke.  
 
UKhisimusi uqobo umayelana nesipho esikhulu uNkulunkulu 
asinikeza umhlaba cishe eminyakeni engama-2000 eyedlule - 
uJesu! Elinye lamavesi eBhayibheli adume kakhulu, uJohane 
3:16, lithi: 'UNkulunkulu walithanda izwe kangaka, waze 
wanikela ngeNdodana yakhe ezelwe yodwa, ukuze yilowo 
nalowo okholwa yiyo angabhubhi kodwa abe nokuphila 
okuphakade.' 
 

UNkulunkulu wasipha isipho sakhe esikhulu kunazo zonke 
ngaloloSuku lukaKhisimusi. Yebo UJESU, isipho esizedlula 
zonke! Umyalezo wami kuwe uthi, Yabelana ngaye nabanye, 
lowo ngumthetho-sisekelo wethu. Akukho lutho olukhulu 
ongalwenza. Impilo imfushane, yabelana ngunaphakade. 
 
Unyaka ka-2020 ube ngunyaka onzima kakhulu emhlabeni 
ngenxa yokubheduka nokubhebhetheka kwegciwane lecorona 
elisithinte kabi kakhulu futhi abaningi balahlekelwa yimpilo 
yabo. Asikho esinye isipho esihle esingasinikeza kulo Khisimusi. 
UJesu uyithemba lethu lokuthula emhlabeni, nokuthula 
kwenhliziyo. Sengathi uKristu angazalwa emhlabeni 
nasenhliziyweni yakho kulo Khisimusi.  
 
Emaculweni Empi Yosindiso kunaleliculwana elithi, “Thatha 
uJesu uye naye emhlabeni wonke, Uzolungisa izinto. UJesu 
wafela abantu bonke, ngakho-ke ngizokwazi ukuthi uzothola, 
Uma uthatha uJesu uye emhlabeni wonke uzolungisa izinto.” 

U-Isaya 9:6 uthi, “Ngokuba sizalelwa umntwana, siphiwa 
indodana; umbuso uyakuba semahlombe akhe, negama lakhe 
liyakuthiwa uMluleki omangalisayo, uNkulunkulu onamandla, 
uYise ongunaphakade, iNkosi yokuthula”.

NakuloKhisimuzi asenzenjalo masaveshe amahle. Lesi sipho 
sikaNkulunkulu sigcwalisa izimpilo zabantu ngothando, injabulo 
nokuthula kulesi sikhathi samaholide. Kwangathi uthando 
nobukhona bakhe bunganigcwalisa nichichime.  
 

Captain 
Velani Buthelezi
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But in everything that has happened  I only trust God that He will help me to 
get through everything. Deuteronomy 1: 12-13 says “But how can I bear your 
problems and your burdens and your disputes all by myself? Choose some 
wise, understanding and respected men from each of your tribes, and I will set 
them over you”. This verse reminds me every day that God is always there 
with me even if I am going through some hardships in life even if I am happy, 
God is always with me.

I have faith  that God called me to be a Messenger of Grace and commended 
me to His ministry. The first thing that stands out for me as I get on this 
journey is to learn through Him not on my own understanding because He is 
the one who will show me a good direction.

My experience during Lockdown

Locked down is  not easy especially for me as I am 
a person who enjoys  a walk by the park or just by 
town but all that changed during lockdown, there 
were times where I felt like I miss going out but 
then I remembered why lockdown was introduced 
in the first place I came back to my senses again. 
Staying indoors taught me a couple of things, and 
one of the things that I had to balance was my 
personal life with my spiritual life, I learned how to 
take things in God perspective not in my own. 

Like I said above I learned how to do my quiet time effectively and that 
helped a lot in my spiritual growth. Now it is very hard for me to sleep without  
my quiet time, every time when I forget and try to sleep without doing it I will 
feel like the is something missing in my life.  All thanks goes to Lockdown 
for that, even though I would come back late from class that didn't stop me 
from doing my quiet time, even though sometimes I would have so many 
assignment that also didn't stop, because I didn't have anywhere to go because 
of Lockdown which making me stay indoors.

Lockdown might be stressing and hard, businesses closing down, people 
losing their Jobs but lockdown for me helped me to look at things in a 
different way and to do things in a different way.

My experience during lockdown

I am Cadet Gugulethu Hlatshwayo from 
Mpumalanga and eSwatini Division, I will be 
sharing my personal testimony about” My 
experience during lockdown”. 

Looking at how the lockdown has affected my 
training, how everything changed and I had to ask 
myself why is this happening now, why is God 
allowing this to happen now, what is it that he is 
asking me do to? And the answer was that he 
wanted me to spend time fellowshipping with him.

The lockdown really came with a lot of change where we had to stop going to 
church, then I remembered the story of Thomas in John 20 from 24-29 where 
Jesus appeared to him and said “Because you have seen me you have 
believed, blessed are those who have seen and yet believed. I have to believe 
that God knows what he is doing and why is he doing it now.

I have learnt that time is extremely valuable and that I have 24 hours at my 
disposal every day and being a disciple, someone who makes the best use of 
every opportunity that comes my way. I have looked at things that are most 
important and how am I try to find out what God wants me to do during this 
lockdown. 

“Humble yourself, therefore, under God's mighty hand…cast all your 
anxiety on him because he cares for you” 1Peter 5:6-7, during this time I have 
grown spiritual and it has also taught me to wait on Him patiently. Galatians 
2:20 “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me”

I am Cadet Hlongwane as the Messengers of Grace 
Session 2020, my experience during lockdown  
started lightly without noticing that it will break 
my heart and to think of my family that is not 
around me, and there is nothing that I can do I am 
stuck in college. 

The worst thing that stressed me too much is to see 
Christians locked in their homes without gathering 
for Good Friday we never had such a miserable 
year like this one. I will tell the next generation that 

in 2020 we once had a monster called Corona Virus that killed our loved ones, 
family and friends and we could not even bury them due to Government laws.

I learnt to be rooted in Christ, to be a prisoner in a good way, that the Almighty 
promised us that he will not leave nor forsake us and this are the challenges to 
make me even stronger coming closer to acknowledge Lord’s power to 
giving him the praise.

Lockdown made me to come close to God in prayer and be wise to discover 
who I am in Christ. To trust him only that he will make a way. I saw God as a 
Provider and Preserver of his people. Matthew 11: 28-30 “Come to me all 
who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you. And learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. Amen.

My Experience During Lockdown

The time when this pandemic started I took it easy I 
did not focus on it that much because I was saying 
it will pass immediately.

As the time went on I realized that this virus is 
serious, I started to panic and struggled to cope 
because I was thinking about our children that we 
left home. I got too overwhelmed in my head, 
however, over time I found ways to deal with the 
pressure. I realized that lockdown gave me more 
time to do the things I loved to, like baking, 

socializing, spending time with my husband and spend more time in the word 
of God. As the time passed by I felt so much better I understood how difficult 
this must be, but it is important to remember that none of us is alone. I took the 
time to revisit everything that I love and putting in mind that all of this will 
eventually pass. By trusting God during this difficult time it helped me to 
grow more spiritually and love other people not by judging them. The word of 
God says  “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and do not lean on your 
own understanding”.

What I’ve experienced is that I must not focus too much on what is happening 
just look forward on the future. For me this lockdown also provided me with 
time for self-reflection, shown me how important it is to take time to 
reconnect with myself and stay in touch through my identity as a Believer.

My CFOT 6 months experience

The first thing, it was not easy for me because I was 
missing my family back home, and sitting in the 
class for more than three hours after so many years, 
it was hard for me but I got through it eventually. I 
am still on the journey and I have experienced 
many things here, in this period of six months and 
it also helped me like Preparing Sermons, 
Leadership skills, Spiritual growth, the Doctrine 
meaning to me as a Salvationist.

It has been a great journey with so many challenges 
including living under this pandemic disease known as Covid 19 that came 
and change our whole lives.  The closing of  churches and not even being able 
to see our relatives and families back home.

My Experience During Lockdown

Cadet
Hlongwane Buyisiwe

Cadet
Makebesana Siphokazi

Cadet
S. Mtshali

Cadet
Ndou

Cadet
Gugulethu Hlatshwayo
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However not everything has been bad as I am here at CFOT and God has a 
reason for that, he chose me to be here at this time of pandemic. We might not 
be going to Corps for Sunday worship but our God has been good to us here at 
College, as we are continuing with our studies. Yes classes have been 
cancelled due to unseen circumstances but the College staff is doing their best 
to see them continuing.

This Covid-19 has affected me directly as I recently lost my sister, however it 
was God's plan I am not complaining as I know that my God works in 
mysterious ways. I am healthy physical and spiritual and I thank God for 
that.As I conclude, the book of Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares the Lord, “ plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”

The way I view 2020 with Covid 19

This essay is about the way I have viewed this year 
so far, the year that has brought so much surprise in 
my life. Please journey with me as I look at what 
God has done for me up to now, how COVID 19 
has impacted my life both physically and 
spiritually and what I would have grasped from it if 
I was to wake up tomorrow to a world with no 
corona.

What has God done for me up to now?
Each and every year a group of young people 

accept God's call to become students for His mission and purpose and I was 
among those this year. I have always seen previous Cadets doing the same 
things each and every single year embarking on reach out programmes to 
save souls and evangelise in different places, however this year things turned 
out differently.

Impact COVID 19 had in my life
We spent few weeks not being able to meet and fellowship normally, months 
of not being able to worship like we use to. Since the lockdown God has 
provided even for the things that I did not ask for both physical and spiritual. 
God showed up and made the best out of me and he is still shaping me as I 
continue dwelling in his presence.

In conclusion Proverbs 19:21 is a true testimony that we make plans but God 
has the final say we just need to put our trust and faith in him and let him direct 
our ways always.

How do I view 2020 with Covid-19?

This is the hardest year I believe others feels the 
same. It was the first time as Christian not 
celebrating the death of Jesus mostly about 2020 is 
not good.

I did not know that Covid-19 can be cured. To be 
honest it is a scary disease but if you follow all the 
precautions and stay home you will be safe from 
this pandemic. I worry about my son and family 
yes I am safe here at college but what about them 
back at home especially when I heard about 

Eastern Cape having a high number of people who are affected with the virus 
at the same time there are lot of people who are dying almost every day. This 
is very sad that you can't even bury your loved ones and what frustrate me the 
most is when you can't go to hospital and visit your family and friends. In a 
time like this they need us more. This is one of the reasons why I became 
Home Sick. My prayer and wish is that this must be over soon.

All the things that we used to do as Christians has been placed on hold I miss 
the church vibe. I have faith that we will conquer this virus and all things will 
be back on normal. After all there will be light again in our lives. 

Conclusion: This is a lesson for all of us as Christians and non-believers and a 
time to tell people about the word of God by all the resources that we have and 
help people to see the goodness of the Lord even in times like these. God is 
still good.

I have experienced the feeling I don’t ever wish to 
go through ever again. The lockdown  took me 
back to a story of the Israelites, how God protected 
them from the Angel that was destroying, many 
lives have been taken by this pandemic virus Covid 
19, many lives have changed, people have lost the 
loved ones, kids have lost their parents and many 
people have lost their jobs. Being in  lockdown has 
taught me to be grateful for what I have, being 
grateful for the gift of life because being alive 
today is not because I am perfect or doing good in 

the eyes of the Lord but it is because of His love and grace.  

Being in  lockdown also made me realized how short the life of a person is 
and it reminded me the scripture in the letter of James 4:15 that says,’ Instead, 
you ought to say “if it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.' 
Because honestly I would never know what will happened tomorrow but all 
in all it taught me to trust in God with whatever I do, it taught me to submit my 
ways in Christ, to love, look after people and to do my best in every 
opportunity of life I have been given and also learn to pray for others as I am 
praying for myself.

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go, Joshua 1: 9, this is the verse 
that keep me going everyday even if I feel lockdown is taking a strain on me.

How do I view 2020 with Covid 19?
I greet you in a wonderful name of Jesus Christ. 
Here I will be talking about three things that I have 
learned in 2020 with this pandemic (Covid 19) that 
have changed our lives upside down. That has also 
taken many lives and others are still fighting for 
theirs because of it:

1.   Appreciation.
2.   There is a thin line between life and death.
3.   Life is a gift from God.

1. Appreciation
I have learned to appreciate each and everything in my life, even those 
smaller things that we take for granted. My family, my friends and all 
those around me. It matters to me that my family is still safe under God’s 
grace

2. There is a thin line between life and death
We all have seen that we are living under God’s grace, a human life is 
fragile and we should handle it with care. Whatever I do I make sure that I 
do it as if it was my last day on earth because anything can happen. Today 
we are here but tomorrow is never promised. We can lose everything we 
have in any moment, all our lives just fade away and we disappear

3. Life is a gift from God
As life is a gift from God, I have learned to appreciate every breath that I 
take. I may not know what tomorrow holds for me but I feel grateful 
because I know someone who holds my future. Ephesians 5:15-16 says 
“Be very careful then how you live, not as unwise but as wise, making the 
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil”. (NIV)  

How do I view 2020 withCovid-19?

Today I want to talk about 2020 and Covid-19, as it 
has impacted us all, so my view on this year and 
this pandemic is that it has changed our lives 
completely, it has changed the way we live, how 
we worship, our life styles as we have to always be 
cautious about our health (hygiene), the economy 
has collapsed, people have lost their jobs, schools 
have been closed and even transport system has 
been affected.

My Experience during lockdown
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“Rise up,  this matter is in your hands.
We will support you,  so take courage and do it.” Ezra 10:4
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