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MISSION STATEMENT OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
T h e S a l v a t i o n A r m y, a n
international movement, is an
evangelical part of the universal
Christian Church. Its message is
based on the Bible. Its ministry is
motivated by love for God. Its
mission is to preach the gospel of
Jesus Christ and to meet human
needs in His name without
discrimination.

Message from the Editor
AND THE GREATEST OF THESE
IS LOVE ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 13
Going back many, many
years I can clearly remember
running around on the
playground with my friends
with total excitement at the
upcoming “valentine’s day”
Captain
school event singing the
Juanita Wright
rhyme “Love is a pain no
doctor can explain, it tickles
the heart and affects the brain!” Not to mention the
picking of the sunflower kind of flower, walking around
whilst removing the petals one at a time saying …He
loves me, He loves me not.
Reflecting on the theme of this first edition of the War
Cry for 2021 themed “The greatest of these is love” from
1 Corinthians 13:13. As we read Paul's description of
love, it becomes clear that he is not talking about a warm
fuzzy feeling but rather an intentional and conscious
decision to love others. .
I am very relieved and thankful that my silly
interpretation of what I as a 9 year old understood love to
be came to an end. What mainly contributed to my new
found appreciation of love was when I accepted Jesus as
my Lord and Saviour. Jesus loves me! No strings
attached, no need to earn it or work it out, Jesus loves me!
My realization that nothing could separate me from God's
love, was so unreal. Me, a sinner and yet there was
nothing I would ever do that could separate me from
God’s love.
I Corinthians 13 speaks about having the gift of love as
the greatest, for without love, what are we? Nothing.
We live in a world where love is often compromised from
the materialistic portrayal of love –If you love me prove it
by buying me a gift or love being likened to “candy
store”.
Love is the greatest gift, and we have a Godly mandate to
share and show the true meaning of this love to others, as
we read in I Corinthians 13.
The Territorial Commander, Colonel Daniel Kasuso
reminds us that in order to experience new beginnings we
have to let go of the past. New beginnings provide us with
the opportunities to laugh again, forgive again and to love
again.
We hear from Major A. Shekwa as he encourages us
about the “Greatest Gift” and how God daily extends His
love towards us, all we need to do is to accept it.
We also see how the Western Cape Division Disaster
volunteer team, alongside the Divisional leadership,
steps out to share in selfless acts of love by serving &
ministering to the vulnerable in their time of greatest
need.
Without having to look far, we live in communities where
love is often compromised and cheapened to the degree
of “easy love”. Yet we see a world in desperate need of
agape love…, the homeless man asking for something to

I love the way the Message Translation emphasizes “The
way of love- 1 Cor 13:1-10;13
The Way of Love
13 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but
don't love, I'm nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.
2
If I speak God's Word with power, revealing all his mysteries
and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says
to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don't love, I'm
nothing.
3-7
If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake
to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, I've gotten nowhere.
So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm
bankrupt without love.
Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn't want what it doesn't have.
Love doesn't strut,
Doesn't have a swelled head,
Doesn't force itself on others,
Isn't always “me first,”
Doesn't fly off the handle,
Doesn't keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn't revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.
8-10
Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day;
praying in tongues will end; understanding will reach its limit.
We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about
God is always incomplete. But when the Complete arrives, our
incompletes will be canceled.
13
But for right now, until that completeness, we have three
things to do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust
steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And
the best of the three is love.

Fill in the form below. Send your application to the
Editor via E-mail or post to the THQ address and
you will receive your exciting issue bi-monthly.
NAME AND SURNAME:

ADDRESS:
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(Agape love is that it extends beyond emotions. It's much more
than a feeling or sentiment. Agape love is active. It demonstrates
love through actions) - https://www.learnreligions.com/agapelove-in-the-bible-700675

Subscription - would you like to subscribe to the War Cry?

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

Graphic page 4 and 10 © www.freepik.com;
© FAVPNG; cover: © dreamstime.com

eat, the abused child, the teenager threatening suicide, the
seven year old boy experiencing mental health
challenges. At a time such as this, especially during these
unprecedented times the urgent call for you and I to be 1
Corinthians 13:1-10;13 ambassadors of love is more now
than ever.
We live in a world where love is often compromised from
the materialistic portrayal of love –If you love me prove it
by buying me a gift or love being likened to “candy
store”.
Love is the greatest gift, and we have a Godly mandate to
share and show the true meaning of Godly, Agape love to
others.
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Message from the General
WELCOME TO
2021 !
I can almost hear the echo resonating around the
world: ‘Well, it’s about time! I’m happy to say
“farewell” to 2020!'
These past months have been gruelling and
uncertain for some, filled with unimaginable
human pain that, at times, was simply
overwhelming. My prayers have been constant,
and throughout I have placed my faith in three realities:
General
Brian Peddle

First of all, that I know Jesus Christ died for my sins. I also know that he
rose from the grave. And I know he is coming again.
So when there were moments that were dark, seemingly dismal, and the
way was not clear, I have repeated these words of comfort in my own
heart: the Cross, the tomb, the sky. I have been able to say to myself: God
is steadfast and he is present.
For as long as I can remember, I have always welcomed the new year –
loving its unwritten pages, anticipating the ‘impossible’ and doing so
with faith and courage, and in the full knowledge that my God, Jehovah,
was going before me. With all that in place I acknowledge that, looking
forward today, I do see shadows.
I see promised dates that I am not certain will come to fruition. The
shadows are the ongoing impactful realities of a pandemic, with all the
fallout that will require the very, very best of us. It will require men and
women of faith.
The promises that might not be realised according to my agenda are
centred around a vaccine, a relief from the number of cases reported, and
some relief from the number of deaths. And then there is the loss of
employment, the damage to our world economy.
For Commissioner Rosalie and myself, it is about anticipating travel, and
reconnecting with our international Salvation Army as we embrace
Salvationists around the world.
I long for the promise of a new normal. I might not know all the detail, but
I want included in that being able to share with my family, being able to
worship together with my friends and the freedom to embrace without
reservation all that God has for me – for us – for The Salvation Army in
2021.
I want to be full of faith – and I am being very careful that that faith is well
placed. For me, that faith is in a sovereign God who is Alpha and Omega.
I have often said that any faith that fails in trial, or plunges in the midst of
things like a pandemic, is not the kind of faith I’m looking for. I want to
know that God is with us! And of that I am sure.

Hebrews 11:1 says: ‘Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what do not see.’ This verse, in fact the whole chapter, is a
testament to God’s impeccable faithfulness to his people. By faith we
engage with God – the God of the impossible – as we become a part of his
story. From my vantage point, despite the challenges, chaos, uncertainty
and much doubt, I still stand and I ‘raise my Ebenezer’.
I pray for the courage and faith that we find in the story of the Israelites
who, when facing their worst enemy, the Philistines, turned to Samuel
and, ultimately, to God; and God acted on their behalf – the enemy was
destroyed. The victory on that occasion was marked by a memorial stone.
In the Scriptures we understand that the stone was named Ebenezer – and
it represented the simple truth: ‘so far the Lord has helped us’.
I am very privileged to lead an international Salvation Army, but let it be
known that I only rest when I acknowledge that our God – a God who is
faithful, a God who acts on our behalf – has the Army in his hands. So far
he has helped us, carried us on eagle’s wings, sheltered us under the
shadow of the Almighty, shielded us by his power and, best of all, assured
us we can be more than conquerors. The only way that we can welcome
this new year with confidence is to do so with faith in a God who has
proven that he is able.
My Call to Mission, a call I believe God has placed on The Salvation
Army, is a call that cascades down to every corps (church) and centre of
ministry. It is a call that reaches out to every friend, soldier and officer,
asking us:
·To be ready – prepared and living out the mission of God in the
world,
·To be engaged – active in God’s plan, with obedient faith,
·To take responsibility – never leaving my task for someone else to
do.
If there was ever a time in history when our world needs the presence,
ministry, love and service of The Salvation Army, it is now! It is my
prayer that in 2021 we will be an Army that is out there, not confined to
barracks by COVID or any other oppression, but that we will be a people
mobilised by the Spirit, compelled by love and battle-ready. Because
God is with us.
A ‘Happy New Year’ is my wish for you, but it comes in the context of
challenging difficulties and in some ways in a time when happiness
eludes us. But I am praying for you and those you love, those you seek to
serve, that we might know in every challenge the sustaining grace of a
mighty God who holds us in the hollow of his hand.
So far the Lord has helped us, and I believe he will be with us in this new
year. May God bless you.

God is steadfast
and He is present.
FEBRUARY 2021
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Message from the Territorial Commander
new
beginnings
Jesus illustrates this clearly for us “No man also
seweth a piece of new cloth on an old garment:
else the new piece that filled it up taketh away
from the old, and the rent is made worse. And no
man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the
Colonel
Daniel Kasuso
new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is
spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new
wine must be put into new bottles.” We must
detach the past in order to enjoy the new
beginning. So often people have failed to see or
Indeed, I will make a way in the wilderness
perceive new opportunities because they cling
and streams in the desert (Isaiah 43 v 18 – 19)
to the past. The past belongs to the past and
those who cling to the past are drawn back to the
Happy New Year! I hope your holiday season
past. As we enter the new year our mindset
was filled with joy and peace as you surround
needs to be focused on the future. While our
yourself with family members.
past opportunities, experiences and
circumstances have been a pedestal to where we
The thought of a new thing dazzles the mind.
are, we cannot embrace it at the expense of the
We all want new things. New homes, new
future. When you let go of what did not work,
friends, new opportunities all excite our minds.
what held you back previously, or wipe out
Even God is not silent about new things. He
those fears that don’t deserve to rule you
promises us newness of life when we turn to
anymore, you create room to become a more
Him (2 Cor 5:17), new mercies each morning
passionate, engaged and inspiring
(Lamentations 3:22-23) among many
Take the
individual. If there are any habits,
other new blessings. As we read
relationships, or activities that are not
through the beautiful script of Isaiah,
first
synonymous with you anymore, it is
we are struck to the idea of a God who
step in
best to leave them out of your life
promises us new beginnings. He bids
altogether and make some room for
us to forget the past and open our eyes
faith
new customs in your life and follow
to see those new things which he is
through with them. The coming year
preparing for us. The festivities and
will present us with many opportunities for
celebrations of Christmas usher into the New
service and ministry if only we refuse our past
Year which should not be just another year but a
to entangle our walk into future.
New beginning to us. A New beginning in
Spiritual Life and service to God.
Our communities are so filled with hate, pride,
and violence, which are all things from the past.
The new beginning means the old has passed. It
In the new beginning we must embrace love and
means we do away with the old routine and take
compassion for one another. We should love our
a new trajectory which takes us to the desired
neighbour and have a heart for loss. Unless we
destination. A new year means new beginnings
be filled with love there can never be a new
and a fresh start. This is a call for us to let go of
beginning. Love enables us to heal broken
the past and free ourselves of failures and
hearts and repair broken relationships in our
disappointments. The past year may have been
communities. It is the driving force of our
filled with disappointment over unfulfilled
ministry to the lost, dying, the underprivileged
promises and resolutions. The days that have
who come into contact with us. It is a source of
passed may have been painting a gloomy
hope. May the new year be a year of love
picture of the future. As we start the new year,
without boundaries.
we are reminded by God that gives erases the
past and gives a fresh start. He gives us a new
I am inspired by Martin Luther King Jnr who
page from where we can rewrite our story. Our
had this to say, “Take the first step in faith, you
story no longer needs to be a story of failure,
don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take
hopelessness, gloom and disappointment
the first step.”
anymore. As you tread into the new year it is
important that you carry with you the assurance
Let us face the future with faith and new
that you are walking in a new beginning.
beginnings will be a reality.
You can embrace a new perspective—a fresh
We pray that 2021 will be a blessed year.
look at the future and all the wonderful
possibilities it holds for you.
May God richly bless you.
The onus to write a new story of our lives lies
with us, hence we must be careful not to impede
our new beginning by clinging to the past.
“Do not call to mind
the former things; pay
no attention to the
things of old. Behold, I
am about to do
something new; even
now it is coming. Do
you not see it?
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COMMISSIONING
highlights 2020
The Commissioning 2020 Weekend after much anticipation and
concern in lieu of the Covid 19 Pandemic was held at the Johannesburg
City Corps on the weekend of the 6 & 7 December 2020. The Chief
Secretary Lt. Colonel Jabulani Khoza extended a warm welcome to all
present at the weekend’s celebration, whilst acknowledging the
respective Divisional Commanders as well as the various musical
sections present, Soweto Central Chorus, Katlehong Corps band and
Mr. Sphelele Miya from Eastern KZN Division.
The Academic Achievement & Ministry Celebration kicked off with a
time of vibrant Praise and Worship led by the Territorial Youth
Secretary, and the Central Division Worship team. The Secretary for
Personnel Major Themba Mahlobo acknowledged and highlighted the
retirement of Officers, Recognition of Long Service and Promotions.
We give thanks to God for each of the Officers milestones. We also
salute the following Officers with their Academic achievements; Major
Temba Mahlobo, Major Jonathan Payne, Lt. Owen Mutize, for their
hard work, passion and commitment to the greater Mission.
The Territorial Commander congratulated Commissioner Marieke
Venter for successfully obtaining her Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)in
Theology. The promotion of the first year Cadets Session Messengers of
Grace to 2nd year Cadets, also received their out training appointments.
The closing words of Devotion and encouragement for the day was
derived from the Songbook song 909 “Count your blessings”. The
Territorial Commander, Colonel Daniel Kasuso reminded the
congregation that as Salvationists, we have a lot to thank God for. When
we stop to count and acknowledge our blessings, we are able to see and
celebrate God’s faithfulness. The writer of the song Johnson Oatman
acknowledges that in this life there are and will be times when we are
tossed about, by our self will, secret desires, and sin. The truth is that
God fights for us and despite the storms we are still alive today. When
life is tough and challenging, we must carry our cross, much like when
eating hot pap, despite our fingers burning, we carry on, in the same
way we should not to give up when strive and turmoil occurs in our
lives.
God is in control and He assures us that when we are “tempest tossed”
we will not drown, no matter how much it might feel that we are alone.
We can know that all storms does not last forever.
Sunday 6 December saw an array of talents from the respective music
sections as they led the congregation into song and dance. Sphe - a real
blessing with his sincere heart of Worship , and the Soweto Central
Youth vibrancy added to to the anticipation and excitement of the day.
The Territorial Commander Colonel D. Kasuso encouraged the new
Lieutenants saying that as they prepare to step into their new roles as
the newest Officers, they need to understand their mission even more so
during these unprecedented times of the Covid 19 Pandemic.
The Territorial President for Women’s Ministries, Colonel Tracey
Kasuso passionately shared the closing Challenge from John 2:1-11 The
wedding in Cana, where Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus was able to
provide at a time of need. As the church of God we need not lose focus,
because He is God. When we are at the end of ourselves, we can call out
to God. In this unprecedented times, we as the Church need to intercede
for the world for those who are abused, rejected, harmed, lost, hopeless
and in desperate need of the Saviour.
Commissioning Highlights:
Lieutenant Mzomuhle Ndwandwe acknowledged and received the
Colonel Brian Tuck award
Lieutenant Desiree Dathini acknowledged as the Sessions top student

FEBRUARY 2021
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Message from the TSWM
“HAPPY NEW
YEAR”

Colonel
Tracey Kasuso

Yes I know this is February however this is
my first article for 2021. I bring you
greetings from the Women’s Ministries
Department. Thank you for all your hard
work, prayers and messages of
encouragement through 2020. I pray that
you keep us lifted in love and prayer.

If you can this February rise and advocate for that poor soul. I
guess that dark space in your community is there so that your light
will shine even brighter because you are the light of the world.
The truth is we know about these issues and we decide to keep
quite. May I encourage to please break the silence and speak
because this is an act of love?
Love for the less privileged:

As we enter February which is traditional the month of Love. I
encourage you to put it in action so that it is meaningful, the Bible
teaches us that God is love and His love is constant.

An opportunity to reach out to the nearest Shelter, homestead in
your community with small acts of love, a home-made small
cake, clean up, toothbrush, small toothpaste, the list goes on.
Have you ever thought of what the Lord says to you when you act
I want us this month of February to exercise love in its fullness. I
as if you do not see? Do not turn a blind eye on things you
have few suggestions that we may consider.
Stay with can do as an act of love. 1 John 3:18 NIV; “Dear children,
Love in the form of advocacy:
love, hate let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in
truth. There are lonely souls around you and they are
is too
thinking no one cares nor loves them. A word of
It is good to know that your voice matters. Advocating for
great a
encouragement will do them good. Just being told you are
all forms of abuse in your community. Be it sexual
loved,
will make them change their mind-set. This does
exploitation. I mean not everyone has got that gift and
burden to not need
you to go to a special school to be taught the
courage but those with it please as an act of love advocate
bear
skills.
against sexual exploitation. Gender based violence
advocate for the woman faced with abuse every time and again.
This is a special response to Covid 19 an act of love. I like Martin
Women are vulnerable to these abuses they are taken advantage
Luther’s words of wisdom “I have decided to stay with love, hate
of e.g. someone wants to cross the border and has no documents
is too great a burden to bear,” He also says love is the most durable
for sure instead of being sent back home, they make you cross and
power in the world.
pay that by being sexually abused.
Allow me to use William Booth's words and add mine. If women
and girls are abused, suffering as they do know I will speak out.

is patient
is kind
it does not envy
it does not boast
it is not proud
it is not rude
it is not self-seeking
it is not easily angered
keeps no record of wrongs
does not delight in evil
with the truth
always protects
always trusts
always hopes
always perseveres

L
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Never Fails
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The Greatest Gift
ISIPHO ESIKHULU
KUNAZO ZONKE
Isipho esikhulu kunazo zonke uthando.
uNkulunkulu ufuna abantwana bakhe
bathandane njengoba esithabda naye .
Izenzo zothando kuzi Korinte zokuqala 13
Major
zingumfanekiso wobukhona
A. Shekwa
bukaNkulunkulu uqobo. U Paul uzama
ukubonisa abase Khorinte ngezinkinga
zabo futhi abakhombise ukuthi inkinga yangempela ababhekane
nayo akusiyo iziphiwo zabo zikamoya , kodwa kunalokho
inkinga ukungabi nothando komunye nomunye.
Ku-Isaya 53 sifunda ukuthi ngenkathi uJesu esithathela isono
sethu. Wathwala ne cala, Usathane isifiso sakhe ukuba sibe
ngabalahliweyo abandeliwe futhu singa kwazi ukuthola uthando
lukaNkulunkulu ngokwe qiniso.

The Greatest gift is love. God gives people love to share but He
also loves them immensely.
The actions of love in 1 Corinthians Chapter 13 are a
representation of the presence of God Himself. Paul is trying to
call out the Corinthians on their problems and show them that the
real issue at hand is not whose spiritual gifts are greater than the
others but rather the issue is their lack of love for one another.
In Isaiah 53 we read that when Jesus took our sins, He also bore
the guilt. The Devil doesn’t want you to be free from
condemnation because if you are condemned you can’t truly
receive the love of God.

God’s
perfect
love casts
out fear

Unkulunkulu ukuthanda kakhulu futhi ufuna wazi futhi
uzwe uthando lwakhe nsuku zonke kuzo zonke izikhathi
zokuphila kwakho. Lapho siqala ukwazi ukuthi
sikhetheke kangakanani ohlelweni luka Nkulunkulu
jikelele futhi isimo sethu sengqondo nokuziphatha
kwethu kusekelwe kuleso sambulo singabelana no Kristu futhi
sibonise uthando ngezindlela ezidonsela abantu kuye.

uNkulunkulu ufuna ukholwe uma ethi uzokwenza umsebenzi
omkhulu ngawe ngoba uJesu uphila Kuwe. Methembe futhi
ukholwe ukuthi ufuna ukukusebenzisa futhi uthanda ukuthi usiza
abanye. Khumbula ukuthi uthando lukaNkulunkulu oluphelele
lwakhipha ukwesaba ungavumeli ukwesaba kukuvimbe
okholweni lwakho.

God loves you so much and He wants you to know and
experience His love everyday in every area of your life.
When we begin to know how special we are in God’s
overall plan and our attitude and behaviour are based on
that revelation we can share Christ and show love in ways
that draw people to Him.

God wants you to believe it when He says He will do greater
works through you because Jesus lives in you. Trust Him and
believe He wants to use you to love and help others. Remember
that God’s perfect love casts out fear so don’t fear hold you back
from stepping out in faith. I believe that what people need more
than anything is a personal revelation of God’s love for them as
individuals. It’s this understanding that gives us the foundation
for an intimate personal relationship with God and a truly
victorious Christian life.

Ngikholwa ukuthi lokho abantu abakudingayo ngaphezu
kwanoma yini Uthando lukaNkulunkulu. Kungukuqonda lokhu
okusinikeza isisekelo sobudlelwano bomuntu no Nkulunkulu.
Asihlaleni othandweni. iNkosi inibusise.
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- Major Shekwa
submitted this devotion
in December 2020

Upcoming dates
21 MARCH
Public welcome of Cadets
Messengers of
Reconciliation
28 MARCH
International Day of
Prayer
for Children and Youth

FEBRUARY 2021

God has a plan for your life

A
b
c

ACCEPT YOU ARE A SINNER - no one really
likes to think that we are but God says that “all
have sinned and fall short of His glory”. If you
can’t name it - you can’t change it.

If you truly want a better life then admit that just
maybe you need someone bigger than you to direct
your life. Ask God to foregive you and accept you
back.

BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS GOD’S PLAN FOR
YOUR SALVATION. We believe that through
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus we can
know God.

His blood, love sacrifice was what was required to
pay the debt of sin. Trust that calling on the name of
Jesus you can know forgiveness and acceptance.

CONFESS HIM BEFORE OTHERS. If you
truly believe that and are persuaded that God
really does love you then

confess to others that you love God and want to live
a life pleasing to Him.

If you have done this for the first time - let us know and we can send you a small booklet
that will help you to know this God who loved you so much He gave His Son for your
salvation.
7

Back to school, back to reality! The fun season and
holidays are over and we now have to focus our
minds on our education. A few weeks into the
schools being open; I cannot imagine the
excitement and anxiety of our littles one who
started grade one and for those who started new
grades – excited to catch up with friends and to also
make new ones. We are hopeful that all our children are
adjusting well and are eager to do their best this
academic year. Let us continue to encourage and
support our children academically as we have done in
the past.
We all know that February is the month of
LOVE…..UTHANDO……LIEFDE
In a world seeking LOVE, we need to find Christ.
In a world lost without LOVE, we need to find Christ.
In a world hopeless for LOVE, we need Christ to be our
source of Hope.
Already in the second month of the year and we find
ourselves in the month of LOVE. We should embrace
love everyday of our lives as Christ Himself loves us
unconditionally every second we breathe. Without
love, we are hopeless, we are lost and need love so we
can embrace each other. Through the hurt and pain
that we might be experiencing, but let us not forget
to love because love covers a multitude of things.
My mind just went down years ago when I was
in primary school, the excitement of
dressing up for Valentine’s Day, we all
dressed our best and were always

joyous on that day, sharing teddies, mugs and roses with friends and we
even bought for our parents.
This only happened once a year; but as I grew older, I realized that I should
live out love daily. Love has no bounds or restrictions but we need to
accept it as it is as Christ has accepted us.
As parents, we need to show and allow our children to experience love in
our care and homes so that they do not seek it elsewhere where they
might find the wrong meaning and ways of love. As we study the book of
John for our Junior Soldier’s Bible challenge, we will learn that Jesus is
the Son of man who comes to save the world because of LOVE. No father
can merely sacrifice their son, but it can only be out of love for the
people.
So, let us live love daily; not just on this particular month but should be
our daily lives, just like ensuring that our children are safe at all
times….we do that out of love. 1 John 4:19; “We love because he first
loved us” spread love to all you come across because we are the hands
and feet of Jesus and we were first loved by Him so that we could love
others.
Child Protection is our greatest concern and it is up to us to ensure that
our children are always safe; so let us do the right thing and take all
necessary precautions in ensuring the safe care of all children in our
care.

When I feel unsafe, angry, sad, or
scared, I know I can talk to _______________
(Teacher/Parent/Other)
My contact person’s name is
and their cell number is:

Abuse is
never
my
.
fault

My contact person will _______________________
(Method of contact) to get in
touch with me if there is an emergency.
I will have a special code word with my family to keep me
safe. My families special code word will be
Sometimes people touch our bodies in a
confusing
way
that
makes
us
feel
uncomfortable. If someone touches my body in
a way that hurts me or makes me uncomfortable
I will tell

No one should ask
Me to keep a secret
that
Makes me feel bad

MY SAFETY PLAN

BACK TO SCHOOL

My name is____________
I am a ______________ (boy/girl)
and I’m _______ years old.

Junior Soldiers, I hope you are ready to learn and expand on the Word of
God as we tackle the Gospel of John. May it not just be about
memorizing verses but that we keep God’s Word in our hearts.
Let us do all that love compels us to do so that we find ourselves faithful
before God.

SAFETY
TIPS
where

Know your pare
Don’t go any
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off by heart
knowing where
Don’t go alone Be wise about
what you do and with
who you do it with
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Aligning your
purpose with
God's purpose
for you!

by CAPTAIN VUKANI NKOSI, TERRITORIAL YOUTH SECRETARY

Let’s get started…… Jesus came into the world to save humanity.
Throughout His life, He demonstrated His divine purpose. When
Jesus called His disciples to follow Him, He called each of them
to a great purpose, He called them to share the Gospel. Some
people seem to come into the world knowing their passion and
purpose whilst others go through life trying to discover it. Even
in the midst of so much uncertainty, due to Covid 19 Pandemic, I
know that the youth of the Southern Africa Territory, as you
prepare for school, college, university, or the corporate world, it is
a time to find out just who you are in Christ and finding your
purpose. Take a moment to think about it….Do you you’re your
purpose and how does it align with Jesus purpose for you?
As we start the New Year 2021, everyone is excited about new
beginnings, to the extent of almost forgetting what happened
before. I do not blame you for wanting to forget the
unprecedented year 2020. Reality is that the lessons we learnt in
2020 are important and should not be forgotten. From how
schooling, to Church services and youth and children’s events all
being done online. For many the online concept was all foreign at
first, but once we got accustomed to it, it became the new and
accepted way of doing things.
When it comes to new beginnings our expectations and hope are
clear, for as we hope it gives an anticipation for what is yet to
come. We hope for new beginnings not solely because of the old
problems or habits, but for an opportunity of a brand new start.
When I was still serving as a DYO. I was privileged to mentor one
young man who was cynic and every time we had a conversation,
he would say to me, “Captain I don’t want to be cynic, but I can’t
help it”. Every year his New Year’s resolution was to start the year
hoping to be less cynical, but his new beginning was dragged
down by old ways of being, doing, seeing, and thinking.
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The challenge with this young man was that his new
beginning was not THE Beginning. The beginning that
I’m thinking of was told by the writer of John’s gospel.
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God and
the Word was with God. He was with God in the
beginning.” John 1:1
The Word is Jesus. John tells us Jesus was there at the
beginning of all things.
The writer of John goes on. He tells us that the Word
became flesh. God began again in human form like you
and me. Jesus was born, He lived, was put to death and was
raised from the dead. Jesus resurrection certainly gave
way to another beginning filled with hope for each of us
and for all our attempts at new beginnings, New Year’s
resolutions to put an end to all our old ways of being.
As young people, who are in a relationship with Jesus and
truly knowing Him and trying to follow Him is our only
way of gaining a real fresh start. It’s doesn’t always mean
we will stick to all our new year’s resolutions, and
sometimes we will fall back into our old habits. However
this does mean that God can help us from our painful past
experiences and help us change our bad habits to good
ones. It might not all happen in 2021, as God’s timing is
perfect and He has a long term plan and purpose for our
lives, and I get the feeling it will take a lifetime to actually
change me, and maybe you too!
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GOD CAN
STILL DO A NE
W
THING IN 202
1
THE BEAUTY OF NEW BEGINNINGS by PAMELA MADONSELA

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in
the wilderness and rivers in the desert,”
(Isaiah 43:19 ESV).
Many of us were looking forward to the New Year
after the uncertainties that came with the year 2020.
We were introduced to a life we never knew existed,
to new ways of working and doing things, some
habits had to change, and all of this was not easy, but
we survived. With that said, Compliments of the
season to you and your loved ones. There is so much
beauty in new beginnings. It is a brand-new year, a
chance to rewind, recharge and restart but you must
be asking yourself, is there a need? 2021 is bad
already, what is the point?
We cannot ignore the fact that this has been a
sobering start to the new year. Almost every day
since the year started, we are losing loved ones to
COVID-19 and we are being told the worst is yet to
come. Already so much fear, doubt and uncertainty
are flooding our minds however, this time calls for
our faith not to be shaken. Let us trust that God is
about to do a new thing in our lives, in our families, in
our corps and in our country at large.
New beginnings mean celebrations, new goals &
accomplishments. Here are a few things you can do
this year.

1

Life is
beautiful,
celebrate it.
FEBRUARY 2021

There is so much to be
grateful for. The fact that you
are alive means so much.
Early this year we celebrated
the arrival of a friend's baby
and we also said goodbye to
close friends who were
leaving South Africa.
Such moments will
forever remain in our hearts.

As a mom of two I have learnt
to celebrate the milestones my
children reach no matter how
small. From crawling to
starting school, it all means a
lot to us as all. You can also
celebrate these in your life.

2

The little
milestones
mean something

As much as there is so much
uncertainty about this year
something positive can still
come out of it. Register for that
course you have always
wanted to do, start gym. You
know where you want to be,
set goals and work on
ways to achieve them.
As Christians we should not
be comfortable when it comes
to the things of God. Make
spiritual growth a priority in
your life. Spend time with God
and He will direct you. Invest
in prayer, Bible study
sessions, books and
podcasts that challenge
you to become a better
version of yourself.

3

Set
those
goals

4

Grow
Spiritually

You can create your own list of things you love and
want to do. Through it all, let us allow God to do even
greater things in our lives this year.
I am looking forward to your
testimonies later in the year.
Love, light, and blessings.
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As leaders in the church, Captains Jules and Mat Badger believe they have a unique perspective to
bring to the conversation of mental health. In 2012, Jules experienced a breakdown and Mat was
thrust into the role of a support person. They hope their upcoming book which they are writing, called
When the Light Goes Out, can help people suffering from poor mental health and encourage the
church to become a place of refuge and healing.

A
THOROUGHLY

HUMAN

EXPERIENCE
BY
BETHANY SLAUGHTER

‘My faith was very much
my job. I fell into what
professionals refer to as
“overidentification with
the role”, so I became
someone who thought I
was indispensable.’
At the time, Jules and
Mat were the corps
officers at East City in
Howick, Auckland. On
rostered days off, Jules
felt the need to go into the
office, keep busy or
make sure the house was
immaculate. In her quest
f o r p e r f ec t io n , s h e
thought everybody had
t h e i r e y e s o n h e r,
expecting her to live up
to those high standards.

When Jules Badger began documenting her
lifelong struggle with mental health, which
almost took her life, there was no intention for
anyone else to read it. However, she soon
wondered whether her story as a church leader
wrestling with depression and anxiety could
serve a purpose beyond personal reflection.
Her husband Mat also recognised that he too
had a unique perspective which would be
helpful to capture, as the person who had gone
through the process beside her.

Jules didn’t sleep. Plagued by rising anxiety
and racing thoughts, she lost her appetite and
would wake up feeling like there was a rock in
her gut. She thought this was how everybody
felt, that they were trying to handle their stress
just like she was. Even when her doctor
suggested she begin taking antidepressants,
Jules did not believe she was mentally unwell,
certainly not depressed. After all, she had a
wonderful husband, beautiful children and a
‘great life’.

They are currently working on their book,
When the Light Goes Out, which contrasts the
experiences of someone in the middle of a
mental health crisis and the loved one trying to
walk with that person out of the darkness.
From their unique viewpoint as Salvation
Army officers, Jules and Mat hope they have
created a resource for those journeying
through a similar experience, as well as others
who might not understand the complexity of
mental illness.

Jules thought she was going inexplicably
crazy. How could she be a church leader and
yet not ‘take every thought captive’? Where
was God? Because as far as she could tell, he
had abandoned her. Her mental health
eventually deteriorated to the point where she
wanted to take her own life.

‘Covid-19 is one of the epidemics of our time,
but actually if you took that out of the picture,
the major epidemic of our time is poor mental
health,’ Mat says. ‘And maybe it’s not that it
hasn’t always been there, but it’s becoming
easier to discuss.’
After living with undiagnosed mental illness,
Jules’s first breakdown occurred in 2012, a
culmination of toxic factors, unresolved grief
and trauma, all mixed in with what was
diagnosed as a natural chemical imbalance.
‘I lived with anxiety and depression,
particularly anxiety, all through my high
school years when Dad was sick. I selfmedicated with alcohol and drugs through
university. And when I became a Christian, I
self-medicated with service.
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‘Heather was like: “Jules, in this moment,
you’re not the pastor. You’re just Jules, and
you are having a thoroughly human
experience. We love you and what you’re
going through is okay and it’s going to be
okay”.’
RECONNECTING WITH GOD
Jules’s breakdown became the turning point to
regaining her connection with God and
transforming her mental health.
With the help of medication, therapy and
pastoral care, along with implementing greater
rest and slowness into her life, healing was
possible. Far from an imposter, Jules was the
proof that you could be a Christian leader and
still suffer from depression, the same way a
Christian leader might live with a physical
injury.
‘We don’t try and pray away a broken leg. We
don’t say to someone who’s got a heart
condition, “stop taking your pills, have faith”.
And yet sometimes when it comes to mental
illness, we’ve set people up to fail,’ Jules says.
‘I’m not suggesting that some people haven’t
had miraculous experiences but, for me, my
miraculous experience was a combination of
intelligent medical professionals who God had
gifted, who have studied the brain, and the love
and care of my family, the body of Christ and
The Salvation Army.’
When Jules returned to work after three
months, it was never again for a sixty-hour
week. She eased back upwards from part-time
hours, and if she ever worked overtime, she
knew to rebalance the scales.

The major
epidemic of
our time is
poor mental
health

‘That’s what an unwell brain
thinks is a logical thing to do
to stop the racing thoughts,
to stop the intrusive
thoughts. I thought I was
going crazy and that my
family would genuinely be
better off without me. The
only thing that stopped me
was knowing I’d lived without a parent and
been through that grief and I couldn’t do that to
my kids.’
Instead—with great difficulty—she told Mat.
The crisis team became involved and it was
decided that she needed to enter respite care.
At first, Jules admits she felt ashamed to be a
pastor in a mental health facility. However,
through several visits from their colleagues
and friends, including then-Northern
Divisional Commander, Colonel Heather
Rodwell, she was reassured that her church
could and would accept her as she was.

Even so, Jules describes 2017 as
‘the perfect storm’. There were
work pressures, their daughter
Gabbie became unwell and it was
the twenty-fifth anniversary of her
father’s death. However, this time
Jules had strategies in place and
went through the year knowing
God was present, which turned a
terrible year into a time of healing.

‘The God I know now, who walked with me
through the valley of the shadow of death, is a
God that I trust. Because I’m able to look back
in hindsight and see where he was. Sometimes
when I couldn’t feel him, the body of Christ
was there. Sometimes when I couldn’t feel
him, Scripture was still there.’
SUPPORTING THE SUPPORTER
Thankfully, Mat was surrounded by his own
support network. Even when Jules was out of
action, he wasn’t leading East City alone. ‘I
had great people in place who knew their jobs.
Basically, I went through a season of just
checking in with them, making sure they were
on track.’
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Work colleagues made sure he wasn’t putting too
much on his plate and, where necessary, made
him leave the office early. About six months
later, Mat took a trip to his parents to rest. ‘I must
have slept for seven or eight days.’

It happens to so many pastors, and he [Richard]
even says some end up having affairs or
committing fraud, they sin to get out. They selfsabotage to get out.’

‘Reading the book has been quite moving for
me,’ Jules says. ‘Mat will write a chapter and I’ll
go, “Oh, my gosh, I hadn’t considered that was
happening for you”.’ For example, ‘Mat writes a
part where he then went out to Muriwai one day
and just sat in the car alone and tried to process
everything, and I didn’t know that’.

Both of their current positions with the
Army—Mat is the Territorial Youth Secretary,
while Jules is Assistant Writer for War
Cry—enable them to help others and advocate in
the mental health space. Starting with The
Salvation Army they want to stamp out any
lingering, outdated ideas that struggling with
mental illness is a marker of lacking faith.

The familial and work support, as well as
remaining involved with sport, was important in
making sure Mat stayed on top of his own mental
health while taking care of Jules, their family and
the corps.

‘In the same way someone has terminal cancer
and ends up dying from cancer, you can end up
dying from mental illness through suicide—not
because you’ve chosen it, but because death
seems like the logical solution,’ Jules says.

‘We saw the body of Christ at its best,’ Jules says.
‘We were very blessed in that season to be so
well cared for by our own congregation. We
were the pastors that got pastored for a good six
months, and we’ll always be really, really
grateful to the East City community for that.’

‘One of the things that often happens in church
circles is that you have very well-meaning
people with good intentions, who simply have
this idea that we can pray this stuff away,’ Mat
adds.

Their experience is symbolic of what churches
can offer mental health sufferers if they have
compassion, can understand and recognise
symptoms and know the best way to respond in
emergencies.
‘The night that everything turned to custard for
Jules, there were things going on for her
physically where her skin hurt, where she was
pacing around,’ Mat says. ‘There was a guy in
East Auckland who we helped to get into care
and when I first met him, he was pacing around,
his skin was hurting … I was like, oh, I already
know what’s going on here.’
CHANGE IN THE CHURCH
For someone whose job description was to offer
and spread the news of God’s grace, in the thick
of her mental illness, Jules gave no grace to
herself. Realising she didn’t have to be perfect
for God to love her, or for her to be a good leader,
was a revelation, and Jules worries that this is
emblematic of how many church leaders feel.
In particular, the work of Christchurch-based
counsellor Richard Black (Director of Mind
Health), which found that the pastor role can be
toxic to the emotional health and intelligence of
the person in it, has spurred Mat and Jules to
push the conversation of mental illness within
the church, particularly amongst its leaders.
‘We can so quickly fall into perfectionism and
overidentification with the role and focus on the
wrong things.

Jules and Mat now see instances of mental health
struggles in the Bible—such as the Psalms and
Proverbs—that change the way they read
Scripture.
‘My interpretation as I read Elijah was he was
burned out, and he went into the desert and what
did God give him? Rest, care of his physical
needs and an encounter with him. And for me,
that’s a really good summary of what happened,’
Jules says.
With the enormous waiting times for affordable
mental health care, not everyone has equal
access to crucial support. The Salvation Army is
renowned for providing wraparound services; it
is integral that everyone involved at each level
knows how mental health sinks its teeth into the
many issues they are dealing with, and how they
can respond effectively.
‘The vulnerable and marginalised in Jesus’ day
may have been tax collectors and prostitutes and
lepers. I would say today it is the mentally ill, the
poor, LGBTQIA+ communities,’ Jules lists. ‘We
have the marginalised and vulnerable of our
generation and we need to give them greater love
and attention, just as Jesus did.’
‘It’s challenging, not just The Salvation
Army, but the wider church, to up our
game and the way that we engage with
people who have poor mental
health—not just leaders, but people in
general,’ Mat says.

THE GOD I KNOW NOW, WHO WALKED WITH ME
THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW
OF DEATH, IS A GOD THAT I TRUST,
BECAUSE I’M ABLE TO LOOK BACK
IN HINDSIGHT AND SEE WHERE HE WAS
FEBRUARY 2021

Article used with permission
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Compelled by Love
MASIPHUMELELE FIRE DISASTER
The Salvation Army Western Cape Division recently assisted with the
recent fires in the Masiphumelele settlement. On the 17 December an
estimated 1200 families and about 5000 people were affected by fire
disaster.
Sadly many families lost their homes and possessions as their houses
were burnt to the ground, leaving them with basically nothing but the
clothes on their back. Means that families lost everything.
Since the fire erupted
NGO's, individuals
and some businesses
have donated
essential items such
as clothing, food,
blankets, mattresses,
bread etc, and yet
there's still a dire
need of items like
extra mattresses,
b l a n k e t s , w a t e r,
mealie meal, hygiene
kits, baby nappies,
toiletries, sanitary
towels and toilet
rolls, etc.
The premises of the Living Hope Organisation is currently the base
where donations and stock received from the public are kept, and
where some preparation of meals is made before being transported to
where the destitute families were placed.
The Salvation Army Western Cape volunteer team is on the ground
sorting out the donated items for distribution to families, preparing
and serving meals as well as providing counselling and prayer
support to those affected by the fire.
The Division forsee the need for continued practical support to the
families especially when they will be placed in temporary shelters.

Information from International Health Services, International Headquarters,
based on advice from the World Health Organization (correct as of 9 April 2020).
For more information phone South Africa Corona helpline
0800 029 999 or WhatsApp +27 (0) 60 012 3456

As the Salvation Army we are called to serve those in need, much like
the very familiar passage in Luke 10, The good Samaritan a story of
love, compassion and action!
Lieutenant Colonel Mercy Mahlangu
DDWM
Western Cape Division
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GAZETTE
NEWS FROM THE TERRITORY
Effective 7 January 2021
MESSENGERS OF THE KINGDOM
Lieutenants Mpumelelo & Desire Dathini:
are appointed Corps officers of Bonteheuwel
Corps & Creche in Western Cape Division.
Lieutenant Ziphozethu Keyisi: is appointed
Corps Officer of Madadeni Circuit in
Northern KwaZulu Natal Division.
Lieutenant Vuyokazi Matshobongwna: is
appointed Corps Oficer of Vleifontein Corps
in Limpopo Division.
Lieutenant Mzomuhle Ndwandwe: is
appointed Corps Officer of Mceleni Circuit in
Mid-KwaZulu Natal Division.
MESSENGERS OF GRACE OUT
TRAINING APPOINTMENTS
Cadet Gcobani & Siphokazi Makebesana:
are appointed Cadets in charge of
Mabopane/Soshanguve Circuit in Central
Division.
Cadet Gugu Hlatshwayo: is appointed
Cadet in charge of Bruntville Corps in MidKwaZulu Natal Division.
Cadet Buyisiwe Hlongwane: is appointed
Cadet in charge of Pienaar Corps & Creche in
Mpumalanga & eSwatini Division.
Cadet Anelisa Hoho: is appointed Cadet in
charge of Khambi Corps in Northern
KwaZulu Natal Division.
Cadet Abongile Mbane: is appointed Cadet
in charge of Estill Corps in Eastern KwaZulu
Natal Division.
Cadet Nomfundo Mhlongo: is appointed
Cadet in charge of Pietermaritzburg Corps in
Mid-KwaZulu Natal Division.
Cadet Samukelisiwe Mtshali: is appointed
Cadet in charge of Mahhashini Corps in
Northern KwaZulu Natal Division.

Cadet Aluwani Ndou: is appointed Cadet in
charge of Katlehong Corps in Central
Division.
Limpopo Division
Captain Collen & Lieutenant Phumla
Mashaba: Corps Officers of Khubvi Corps
are appointed to Tshaulu Corps, additional to
their present appointment.
Lieutenants Siphephelo & Nokuthula
Sibisi: Corps Officers of William Eadie
Corps are appointed to Gaba Corps,
addiontional to their present appointment.
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Listen

WITHOUT

INTERRUPTING

(PROV. 18:24)

PROMOTION TO THE RANK OF
MAJOR
– 4 December 2020
Captain Bongani Fatyi
Captain Philile Buthelezi
Captain Yvonne Wood
Captain Sibongile Muyanga
Captain Jonathan Payne
Long Service Recognition
25 Years of Service – 17 December 2020
Major Terisa Finn
Major Mimmie Payne
25 Years of Service – 20 December 2020
Major Patricia Balflour
35 Years of Service
Major Henry Maxase
PROMOTED TO GLORY
Captain Anthony Muyanga was promoted
to glory on 19 January 2021.
Major Johnny Burgoyne ® was promoted to
glory on 19 January 2021.
Major Albert Shekwa ® was promoted to
glory on 20 January 2021.

Speak

WITHOUT

ACCUSING

(JAMES 1:19)

Give

WITHOUT

SPARING

(PROV. 21:26)

Pray

WITHOUT

CEASING

(COL. 1:9)

Answer

WITHOUT

ARGUING

(PROV. 17:1)

Share

WITHOUT

PRETENDING

(EPH. 4:15)

AVAILABLE AT TRADE DEPARTMENT

Enjoy

WITHOUT

COMPLAINT

(PHIL. 2:14)

Trust
GET
YOUR
COPY

R50

WITHOUT

WAVERING

(COR. 3:13)

Forgive

WITHOUT

PUNISHING

(PHIL. 2:14)

Promise

WITHOUT

FORGETTING

(PROV. 13:12)
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