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strong women in the 
S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  
Territory!

In preparation for the 
Women’s month’s edition, I could not stop 
reflecting on many of the powerful and 
courageous women who have impacted my 
life. I think of them by name and I fondly 
remember their significant contributions to my 
life, all adding to the woman, wife, mother, 
leader and Officer I am today. With this said, I 
think of one woman who always gave so much 
of herself to her family, ministry and yet had 
time to sow into my life. She taught me to 
never give up, the importance of prayer and 
how to delve deeply into God’s Word.

Women are special for many reasons and 
continue to play an important role in the spaces 
where we’ve been placed.  We are women of 
different scopes, yet multifaceted whilst at the 
same time unique. Women of worth facing our 
own challenges, fighting our own battles and 
experiencing victories and at times, defeat. 
God accomplishes his purposes in our lives 
despite our frailties, our little faith and our 
entrenched self-reliance.

This month’s edition of the War Cry themed “I 
am she - woman of worth of which the cover 
page bears witness the many beautiful, skilled, 
talented and special women in our Territory
. 
Women who by being obedient to God’s 
Calling have stepped into arenas where they 
are able to stand confident and be a voice of 

To all the beautiful and 

HAPPY WOMEN’S
MONTH

Captain
Juanita Wright

Message from the Editor

justice, a voice of truth, a voice of love and a 
voice of hope That is me, I am she, - a woman 
of worth!

As you journey through these pages, you will 
hear from our Gender Based Violence 
Specialist, as well as read some powerful 
testimonies of women who through their 
personal challenges, has seen the mighty hand 
of God as they’ve experienced restoration and 
healing. The TWSM, Lt. Colonel Fikile Khoza 
inspires and strongly reminds us of our worth 
as women. Dispite our challenges, God wants 
to use us for His Glory!

We also honour the life of Professor Khumalo, 
with the article of remembrance and 
acknowledgement, sensitively written by 
Buhle Dlamini. The article on page 4-5, - 
Women in leadership by Lt. Colonel Lenah 
Jwili, Territorial Secretary for Programme 
shares her thoughts of how through God’s help 
she’s been able to stand firm and strong in her 
role as a leader and the current Territorial 
Secretary for Programme.

In closing I would like to acknowledge our 
Territorial President of Women’s Ministries, 
Colonel Tracey Kasuso, who diligently leads 
the Territorial Women’s Ministries department 
and inspires women to seek and love God with 
all their heart, soul and mind. To all the 
WOMEN OF WORTH in Corps, Com-
munities and Society at large, we celebrate and 
give thanks to God for you!

A
Admit your need

For all have sinned and

fall short of the glory

of God.
Roma s 3:23n B C

COMMIT YOURSELF TO 
CHRISTBelieve in the Lord 

Jesus, and you will 

be saved.
Ac s 16:31t  o n 1 2

J h :1

Yet to all who received Him... 

He gave the right to 

become children of God

BELIEVE IN CHRIST

THE

OF SALVATIONBCA ‘s



Message from the Territorial Secretary for Woman’s Ministries
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like this definition of a woman “an individual of the sex that is 
typically capable of bearing young or producing eggs”!

The word ‘typically capable’ speaks volumes – that is to say a 
woman has the ability or possesses a quality necessary to do 
something. A Woman is able to achieve efficiently whatever she 
has to do, hence our theme ‘I am SHE , Woman of Worth’.

We read of many women in the bible who were able, who 
possessed certain qualities that were necessary for them to do 
something, women who achieved a lot and were used by God to 
bring about change in their communities and the world at large. 
God uses women, single or married, young and old alike! Women 
matter to God, it does not matter who they are, where they come 
from, what their status is – they matter to Him!

This Woman’s Month - we celebrate women in their diversity. I 

Woman of
Worth

I   AM   SHE 
  

Lt. Colonel
Fikile Khoza

Look at how the community had concluded 
about the Samaritan woman in John chapter 4 
– she had become a loner, thinking nothing 

good will ever happen to her. She never 
knew how worthy she was to God and 

that He had not forgotten her even 
when family and the society 
rejected her. Just when all hope 
was gone – Jesus showed up! He 
reminded her she was a ‘Woman 
of Worth’!

The Samaritan woman was used 
by God to go to the community 
and tell people about Jesus. In 
the same way, God used the 
following women in the bible as 
conduits of change in their 
society and the world. 

We still refer and learn from them in our daily living:

1. Rachel (Genesis 29) who was cruelly deceived by her father – 
became the mother of Joseph and Benjamin

2. Deborah (Judges 4) the only female judge mentioned in the 
bible, a compassionate leader and the prophet of God.

3. Jehosheba (2 Kings 11) who saved her nephew from being 
killed, preserving the line of David

4. Hannah (1 Samuel 2) a prayer warrior. She kept her word – 
left her son Samuel to be raised in the temple. Her faithfulness 
never faltered!

5. Mary of Nazareth (Luke 1 & 2) the mother of Jesus. She gave 
birth to the Saviour of the world!

We also have other women that we look up to who brought about 
change in the lives of people by their word and deed. Catherine 
Booth is one of these agents of change.

Catherine Booth was the wife of William Booth, founder of The 
Salvation Army. She became the driving force behind the 
founding and leading of The Salvation Army. Her desire was to 
bring souls to a saving knowledge of Christ. Catherine Booth’s 
views were ahead of her time. She had firm conviction on a broad 
range of issues, such as social advocacy among the poor, 
abstinence from alcohol and the legal age of consent for girls. On 
Christian doctrine, she believed in entire sanctification as taught 
in the Doctrine of Holiness. She believed that women had full 
equality with men in ministry. She worked tirelessly to serve 
others and lived her life with unreserved devotion to God. What a 
woman! She left a legacy for us to emulate and continue – save 
souls, grow saints and serve suffering humanity!

I am SHE, Woman of Worth
Women of worth stand out

Women of worth are selfless
Women of worth are obedient to God

Women of worth remain faithful to prayer
Women of worth do not lose hope

Women of worth are LOVED BY GOD!
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WOMEN IN
     LEADERSHIP

Message from the Territorial Secretary of Programme

by God himself at creation – It was not a 
coincidence for Eve to be called mother of all 
creation, all nations, and all things living 
(Gen 3:20).

Equal Rights was afforded to men and women at creation. Gender 
inequality, oppression and dis-unity was not part of God’s agenda. In 
Genesis 1:26- 27 He instructs: “Let us make man in our image, in 
our likeness and let them, rule over the fish of the sea and the 
birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over all 
the creatures. She - woman of worth had an equal right and shared in 
God’s image. Alongside each other Adam and Eve were greater than 
either would been alone.

On the backdrop of the above, I am a She-woman of worth a partner 
in Christ, alongside and together in Mission with our male leaders.

Psalm 139:14 - I am fearfully and wonderfully made, your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well”. This scripture verse cements the 
fact that in order for one to fulfill the intentions of God at creation for 
both men and women, a mind shift had to take place in me. It is with 
this that I started claiming back my dignity and self-respect that was 
stolen and in doing so regained my positive assertiveness. I started 
believing in who I am, what I could offer and how I am able to fully 
utilize my skills and talents for responsibilities afforded to me. I had 
the ability to capture and influence the imagination and I won the 
hearts and minds of a male dominant organization at the time.

“Leadership is about action in the moment” (author unknown). It is 
about never looking down on myself and not allowing anyone to look 
down on me for I am She- woman of worth!

The fight against gender inequality demand the attention of our 
counterparts who seem to hold on to power and their discussions of 
the concept. They struggle and refuse to move towards an action that 
will release and share leadership platforms. The culture of the past 
was to hold onto the association of leadership with masculinity. This 
concept in itself created a false perception that men are natural 
leaders and women are merely meant to follow.

It is not enough to only sit and discuss around the issue of gender 
equality, but it should be embraced and in doing so be comfortable 
with change and its complexity. We are to move towards meaningful 
transformation in organizational diversity and inclusivity.

Women have in situations where men were absent, provided visible 
leadership in fighting against social ills. The impressive 
accomplishment of 1956 in South Africa and other countries are 
prime examples thereof.

On August 9, 1956 a staged march to the Union Buildings in Pretoria 
where four women led over 20,000 women of all races. Women 
protested and attended the march to voice out against the Urban 
Areas Act of 1950. This law required all South Africans defined as 
“black” to carry a passport that served to maintain segregation, 
control urbanization, and manage migrant labor during the apartheid 
era.

It was the women who took leadership and achieved success in 
abolishing the Urban Areas Act of 1950, leading to the change of the 
government’s policies of the time.

Equal rights were given to men and women 

Women have a long forged path of fighting for freedom and 9 August 
honors all the sacrifices women have made throughout South African 
history.

I acknowledge that women are still the minority in leadership and 
under-represented in governance and executive leadership, however 
the fact remains that there are positive views on the brave leadership 
demonstrated by women in breaking down barriers to top positions. 
Some gender barriers and the bias women face when it comes to 
landing roles in organizational leadership where decisions are 
influenced and dominated by male counterparts are yet to be 
overcome.

Having said that, in reality I believe that both men and women make 
equally good leaders. As much as it is acknowledged and we see 
more women fulfilling leadership opportunities in government and 
in some Churches and sectors, unfortunately the sexist attitude 
towards women’s public roles continues to be evident.

Women in Leadership from a biblical perspective.

What is Leadership? “Christian leadership is the process by which 
men and women called by God give servant direction and humble 
guidance to a body of believers towards a common goal using 
biblical principles. Leadership is the management of heavenly 
resources including people, talents and time. Leadership is 
commissioned by God and should be celebrated”.

My opening statement in this article alludes to the fact that equal 
rights was afforded to men and women at creation. 
Genesis 1:26- 27 “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness and 
let them, rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 
livestock, over all the earth and over all the creatures”. This 
scripture verse demonstrates leadership privilege a gift and 
responsibility not to be taken lightly or for granted. Christ is our best 
example of servant leadership and how we ought to conduct 
ourselves when in leadership positions. Leadership is a privilege, not 
a right. Our Lord Jesus is described in scripture as having ‘all things 
under his feet’, yet He boldly demonstrated servanthood. 
1 Cor 15:27

My Leadership journey

Our character, gifts, life experiences, understanding of Scripture, and 
convictions vary from person to person. In South Africa we have a 
rich mix of cultures with 11 official languages. This gives way to how 
we will analyze or debate on the subject of leadership, which will 
vary because we all come from different backgrounds and 
experiences of how we came to know Christ at the various stages of 
our lives.

Coming from a background in a country where black people were 
deprived of opportunities including in the Church. As a woman I 
found myself stuck in gendered support roles that did not lead to 
purposefull development or advancement. Sadly women were 
looked at and assessed through the eyes and abilities of men, married 
women through their spouses and not as an individual, who 
possessed the required skills and talents. They were not seen as 
independent individuals who could contribute to the advancement 
and growth of the holistic Mission.

The box I was placed in because of my gender, did not stop me from 
pursuing and fulfilling my God mandated responsibilities. I liberated 
myself from the misconceptions created by culture and those who at 
the time were blinded by power, greed and ignorance. 

Lt. Colonel
Lenah Jwili
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I started concentrating on my personal development, enhancing my 
self- respect and making use of the smallest opportunity afforded to 
me, whilst aiming at transforming those I came into contact with, into 
better people.  In and through all this I experienced a paradigm shift.

Lessons learnt on my journey in leadership:- 

* Heart, soul and mind be intertwined.

* “Leadership begins in the heart”- (John Maxwell).

* Must be truthful, honest, and faithful. Never allow your ethics 
to be compromised

* My integrity is integral to the successful symbiotic operation 
between myself and my followers.

* I am filling a leadership vacuum with a contribution that has 
integrity that is meaningful and provides structure to those that 
are following.

* Create an unselfish conducive environment to build potential 
leaders.

* Lead by example, have Godly character. Influence, coach, 
pray for and communicate regularly with followers, relying on 
God and always consulting Him through Prayer.

* Leadership is not gender specific therefore don’t look down on 
yourself or undermine others.

* Cultivate a space for growth. Erase “I can’t” from your 
vocabulary and fill it in with “I can!

* Intentionally concentrate on developing yourself.

* Never underestimate the Holy Spirit’s power within you.

In conclusion I echo that all Christians are called to be servants, no 
leader is an exception.  
Christ commands and exemplified servant leadership -John 13:117
All power and authority we have as leaders comes from God-
Romans 13:1
Men and women in leadership, remember that all leaders are 
replaceable -I Samuel 16:1

We are all on God’s team and all Praise and Glory belongs to 
Him!

Red: Red flowers, especially roses, are most often 
associated with romantic love and passion. They can 
also mean desire, strength, courage, and respect. 

Pink: For more playful, platonic love, go with pink flowers. 
They represent happiness, innocence, gentleness, and 
grace.

Yellow: Cheerful daffodils, tulips, and other yellow flowers 
mean joy, friendship, and health. 

Blue: Blue flowers, like hydrangea and cornflower, are 
peaceful and serene and used to promote openness, 
relaxation, and intimacy. 

White: White flowers symbolize purity and honesty and 
have long been traditional components of 
bridal bouquets. 
They can also mean 
sympathy and 
are used in 
memorials. 

Orange: Vibrant orange flowers, like marigolds and zinnias, 
represent joy, warmth, and enthusiasm. They can be 
used to cheer up anyone who is sick or going through a 
difficult time. 

Purple: The color purple implies royalty. In flowers, it means 
success, tradition, and admiration. Give purple flowers 
to a respected mentor. 

Green: Rare green flowers symbolize rebirth, new life, 
renewal, good fortune, good health, and 
youthfulness. Give green Fuji mums or button 
flowers to someone 
you wish well.

What do flower colours mean?
Spring and women have much in common. They are both about flowering, revival, inspiration and beauty. 

The meaning of flower colors is not perfectly well defined. 
Some consistencies you can use to match your flowers to a special person, mood,

 or a meaning you want to express in arrangements or beds.
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Lets break the silence of Gender Based Violence
South Africa has one of the highest 
incidences of domestic violence in the 
world. Gender based violence is the most 
common and widespread abuse of human 
rights  in South Africa.

Gender based violence occurs between 
men and women in relationships, in their 
home, at the workplace in the community. 

GBV is about power or control and takes the form of physical, 
emotional, sexual, economic or spiritual abuse, rape, domestic 
violence and sexual harassment. It creates fear, breaks down self-
esteem. Gender based violence occurs in all racial, clan, religious, 
ethnic and political groups.

The focus is often on the abuse of women and girls, however the 
abuse of men and boys are also very prevalent. Gender based 
violence against women is more common and usually more 
severe.

Not all women and men are victims or abusers. However, when a 
man abuse a woman, families, friends and the community often 
fails to condemn the acts of violence. 

By doing nothing they are passive accomplices and allow 
perpetrators to continue in the belief that they have the right to 
abuse their partners. Let us support each other so that we can win 
this battle against Gender Based Violence!

How to stop Gender based violence:

1. Men
* Always speak about and to women respectfully
* Show your strength by speaking out against the abuse of 

women in your male social circles
* Refuse to allow social media platforms to define what it 

means to be a man
* Treat all women and girls with respect  at all times.

2. Women
* Report abuse to the Police or Social workers
* Break the silence
* Don’t protect the abuser and speak out if you are being 

abused
* If you have been a victim of GBV -  when and where 

possible try to join a GBV support group or attend 
counselling sessions

TOGETHER WE CAN

BY WISANE MIHLWANE, TERRITORIAL GENDER BASED VIOLENCE SPECIALIST

Prayer
for this time of 
unrest in our

Country

Our Father who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy Name

You are the One who sees and knows all things
At a time such at this we turn to you,
Things are overwhelming and sad but,

We know that all these
are not a surprise to you,

You say in your Word that you are the great I AM,
You calm the storms and provide for  

even the smallest of creatures
We pray for healing, restoration and love 

to prevail against the evil forces of violence, 
greed and injustice

We pray for forgiveness for our sins as a nation 
and humble ourselves as we call upon your Name.

Lord hear our Prayers, Lord help us
Renew the strength of the weak, 

comfort those who are mourning and 
Bestow hope to those who are hopeless

You are our mighty Father who continue to be faithful
And we praise and give you thanks!

Amen
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Bible Study

In John 14:27 Jesus said: Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. Jesus said this in the 
Upper Room while He was preparing His disciples for His 
crucifixion.

Our question today is this: What did Jesus mean when He said: 
“My peace I give you?” We do not usually associate peace with 
periods of anguish, confusion, and loss and yet that is what the 
disciples were about to face. Did Jesus mean that they would have 
a warm, fuzzy, peaceful feeling in spite of all their difficulties; or 
did He mean something else?

I would like to suggest that the peace Jesus was talking about has 
little to do with our feelings, and even less to do with our 
circumstances. The peace that Jesus offers has everything to do 
with certain objective facts, namely His death and resurrection. I 
do not know of anyone who claims to always feel at peace. I know 
I don’t. I am often anxious or worried or stressed. Does that mean 
my faith is weak? It might! But let’s be honest; Christians do feel 
anxious and upset from time to time. I don’t think that makes us 
bad Christians, and I don’t believe that is what Jesus was talking 
about when He said: ‘My peace I give you’.

Peace with God

What Jesus had in mind was peace with God. It is possible to be 
stressed about your exam results, or worried about your finances, 
or anxious about your children, or to dread going to the dentist, 
while still enjoying peace with God.

Enmity with God

Before we were saved, we were enemies of God, dead in our sin. 
We were not at peace with God because we sat under His 
judgment. You might think back to your pre-Christian days and 
think that is not the case. Perhaps, like me, you grew up in a 
Christian home and loved God from a young age. But the Bible is 
clear: There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 
understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned 
away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who 
does good, not even one” 
(Romans 3:10-12, quoting Psalm 14:1-3).

Outside of Christ, nobody has peace with God. We are all lost in 
sin. The Good News is that Jesus did something about this terrible 
situation. And the things Jesus did, namely His sinless life, His 
death, and His resurrection, are all objective, historical facts. 
They do not change according to our circumstances or feelings. 
Therefore, our right-standing before God, our peace with God, 
does not change. It is rock solid, even when we are suffering. If 
your peace is rooted in what Jesus did then nothing can take it 
away from you, not even death.

During the 10 minutes while I am sitting in the Dentist waiting 
room I am not at peace – at least, not with the dentist. But Jesus is 
still risen, and I am still in right-standing with God. Even while I 
am trembling in my chair, I have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Listen to the last verse of Romans 4, and into Romans 5. This 
sums up what I am trying to convey today:
Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 
life for our justification. Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this 
grace in which we now stand.

MY PEACE I GIVE YOU

Major
Graham Brooke-Smith

“I am She - Woman of Worth”
On the 9th August 1956, women marched 
to the Union Buildings in Pretoria to fight 
for justice, gender equality, freedom and 
empowerment.

Galatians 3:26-29 says “we are all God’s 
children through faith in Jesus. All who are 
united with Him in baptism have put on 
new clothes. We are all equal in God’s eyes 

and heirs of the Kingdom. We are heirs as God promised to 
Abraham”

Women are God’s children too, and are equally loved and worthy 
heirs of God’s Kingdom. Unfortunately, in many spheres, 
women’s worth are not seen and their significance in society is 
not acknowledged.
 
As Women of Worth, we need to love those who are unlovable, 
embrace those who are seen as unworthy, and equip those who 
need skills. 

Injustice against women is injustice to society.

BY CAPTAIN N. MEMANI, DDWM NORTHERN KZN DIVISION
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PREPARATION FOR THE BOARD GAME
1. You may print this game and laminate if you
    will play it more than once or play it on the 
    War Cry
2. Find tokens for each player (different colors)
3. Provide a dice
4. If you have a large group; divide into 3-4 
    players per group
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Love yourself 

You are enough

You are unique

Value yourself

You are worthy

You are beautiful

You are intelligent

Be the best version 
of yourself

Reach for your dreams
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Game

STA RT

THE GAME
1. 
2. The first player may roll the dice and move according to the number the dice landed on
3. The player will mention three things according to the instruction and they can further explain
4. Players must be truthful and honest in their answers; if the other players feel that a player is not 
   answering correctly, the player may move back to their initial spot
5. If a player comes to the symbol of a      , it means the player must roll again
6. The first player to reach or surpass 'FINISH' is the winner 

Each player must put their token on the first square

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19

 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

NAME  3  THINGS

FI NISH

MISS A 
TU RN

GO BA CK 3
SQ UARES

GO BA CK 3
SQ UARES

MISS A 
TU RN

GO FO RWARD
2   SQ UARES

... you would
never buy, 

even if you had 
the money

... that make
you happy

... that make
you sad

... you would
like to have,

but can’t 
afford

... you would
never do

... you can do
in summer

... you can’t
buy with
money

... you buy
with your

pocket
money

... radical
sports you
would like

to try

... you would
like to get for
your birthday

... you can
do in a
park

... you hope
will happen in

the future

... you are
afraid of

... you can do
in winter

... you hate
about others

... unusual
pets

... you would
like to do, but
your mother

doesn’t let you

... excuses
why you
didn’t do

homework

... countries
you would

like
to visit

... you like
about others

... that make
a great
holiday

... you like 
about you

... you don’t
like about

you

... your
parents would

never give
you

... presents
that you

didn’t like
at all

... unusual
jobs

... you don’t
like about

English

... you
shouldn’t do

at school

... for not
wanting to be

a teacher

... you like
about

English

... you don’t
have the
courage

to do

... you like
to do on

weekends

... presents
that you

liked most

... why you
would like to

be a
celebrity

... why you
wouldn’t like

to be a
celebrity

... to annoy a
teacher
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Growing up in The Salvation Army Joseph Baynes Children’s Home

When I was first brought to the Salvation 
Army Joseph Baynes Children’s Home, I 
was unhappy. I didn’t understand why I had 
to be here. I had all these bitter feelings 
towards a place that was alien to me.

When my granddad first dropped me off, I 
felt abandoned and I felt betrayed. I 
thought that being in a children’s home 

meant I was unwanted, that I wasn’t loved.

My first week here I cried myself to sleep every night and that 
didn’t make me feel better. I hated change and this was one of the 
biggest changes I have ever had to go through. I felt like I was just 
a face amongst the 82 other children who lived here.

But there I was, a girl in Grade 8, who felt as if life was falling 
apart. There I was, a girl who didn’t know how thankful she 
would be to this place, Joseph Baynes Children’s Home, the place 
she now calls HOME.

The Salvation Army was there when I needed help the most. They 
took me in when I had nowhere to go. They gave me something 
that I had always wanted and always craved for, they gave me a 
stable family and a place to call Home.

I now had people who wanted me to grow and to create 
opportunities in life. I had people who loved me as if I were their 
own. Not only did I find a family here, with so many others to call 
my brothers and sisters but I also found myself. I don’t ever have 
to doubt about whether I’m loved or not because I know I am. I 
was accepted here with all my flaws and all my issues. I had a 
social worker who would always listen to me when I talked about 
my feelings and helped me realize that it was okay to feel but that 
it was also okay to forgive. I had people who encouraged me to do 
things that I love.

The Salvation Army Joseph Baynes Children’s Home has also 
given me things people can never take away from me, life skills. 
The people at Joseph Baynes have taught me about responsibility 
and how to look after those around me and how to look after 
myself. They taught me discipline and how to always stand for 
what is right even if I have to stand alone.  They have taught me so 
many things so that when the day comes that I have to leave I will 
be able to look after myself. They have always encouraged me to 
achieve my best in everything I do and they have taught me that if 
I put my mind to it, I can achieve anything and everything in life. 
They taught me that family goes beyond blood.

I often think about the future these days and I think about how 
heartbroken I will be when I leave. Yes, the outside world is scary 
but I know in my heart that Joseph Baynes will forever be my 
home. When people think about children’s homes, they generally 
associate them with under privileged children who have no home. 
But here at Joseph Baynes, we are privileged and we have the best 
kind of love because its love from all different kinds of people 
with different experiences and different life stories.

Yes, we are not given everything on a silver platter but that’s what 
is going to motivate us to achieve everything we can because we 
want to better the world. One day we will because it’s children’s 
homes like Joseph Baynes that are creating and teaching the 
children who are the future and who are really going to make a 
difference in the world.

There are not enough words in this world to explain how grateful I 
am to the Salvation Army, but more importantly the people at 
Joseph Baynes who make it our home and who have shown us 
nothing but never-ending love and care.

No matter where I go in life The Salvation Army Joseph Baynes 
Children’s Home will always be HOME.

BY SIAN BIRCHELL

Bible promises about God’s goodness

WHEN THINGS GET TOUGH, IT CAN BE EASY TO FOCUS ON OURSELVES AND OUR DIFFICULTIES. 
THE WORD OF GOD IS CLEAR ABOUT WHO GOD IS. 

READ AND REFLECT ON THESE BIBLE PROMISES AND LET THEM LIFT YOUR EYES AWAY 
FROM YOUR OWN SITUATION TO GOD WHO IS INFINITELY GOOD.

PSALM 145:9 THE LORD IS GOOD TO ALL; 
HE HAS COMPASSION ON ALL HE HAS MADE.

1 CHRONICLES 16:34 
GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, 

FOR HE IS GOOD; 
HIS LOVE ENDURES 

FOREVER.

PSALM 100:5
FOR THE LORD IS

GOOD AND HIS LOVE 
ENDURES FOREVER; 
HIS FAITHFULNESS 

CONTINUES THROUGH 
ALL GENERATIONS

2 SAMUEL 7:28 
SOVEREIGN LORD, 
YOU ARE GOD! 

YOUR COVENANT 
IS TRUSTWORTHY, 

AND YOU HAVE 
PROMISED THESE 

GOOD THINGS 
TO YOUR 
SERVANT.

JAMES 1:17 
EVERY GOOD AND 
PERFECT GIFT IS 
FROM ABOVE, 
COMING DOWN 

FROM THE FATHER 
OF THE HEAVENLY 
LIGHTS, WHO DOES 
NOT CHANGE LIKE 

SHIFTING SHADOWS.
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When I was a young boy, I remember how in 
my community, there were gatherings 
where young girls were taught what is right 
or wrong. Today as an Officer, I continue to 
challenge myself with this question “how 
many programmes are there that  
intentionally teach our young men and boys 

what is right or wrong especially when it comes to honouring 
women and girls in society.

As a husband, father and an officer, I find myself shying away 
when the news shows the high rate at which men abuse women and 
girls.  As a father, I now have the responsibility to teach my son 
what is best for him and what his priorities in life will be. The 
number one priority for every young man and boy must be to 
respect every girl and woman as if they are his sister, mother, 
school friend or colleague, even if his meeting them for the first 
time.

I believe that respect, moral values and change should start at home 
and corps level. We have a role to play in helping our young men 
and boys take full responsibility for protecting our women and 
girls. 

Everyone must capitalize on the opportunity to teach the next 
generation of young men that women and girls matter to God and in 
turn they should matter to us.

An important truth in nurturing men and boys to respect women 
and girls, is that we are all made in the likeness of God, Genesis 
1:27 “So God created mankind in his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male and female he created them.”

The ill-treatment of women, psychologically and physically, 
happens when we ignore the interplay of likeness when it comes to 
women and girls. God thinks of His daughters as beautiful, strong 
and worthy of true respect.

If young men and boys respect and value every girl or woman, then 
they will not do anything to harm or exploit them. We should teach 
our boys about equality, and how all women and girls are worthy of 
respect and independence.

This Women’s month let it be the start of teaching our young men 
and boys to celebrate all women in their respective roles as 
mothers, sisters, wives, friends and independent strong women.

Happy Women’s Day to all the women who continue to inspire us 
with their strength.

Captain
Vukani Nkosi

Message from the Territorial Youth Secretary

I am Sijabulile Dlamini, the daughter of Lt. 
Colonels Thomas and Doris Dlamini.

Two months back if someone had 
approached me and told me that I would be 
writing my story like I am now, I would have 
thought they were joking…

I had completely lost my eye sight and just 
as I had come to the point of accepting my 
blindness, God performed a miracle!

Over the past two months my parents and I had been to see an eye 
specialist, brain specialist and many other medical doctors to try 
and find out the cause of my blindness. To our surprise every result 
we received came back normal, meaning there was nothing wrong 
with my eyesight.

It was then that I decided to go back to school to continue my 
studies. Learning to get to know my school surroundings with the 
use of my cane had become my daily norm until that Sunday... I 
suddenly started losing my breath and fainted. The school staff 
rushed me to hospital whilst they called my dad to inform him that I 
have been admitted to Steve Biko hospital where the doctors 
examined me and took my blood samples, yet still the various 
medical tests came back with results stating that there is nothing 
medically wrong with me.

I was discharged from hospital and arrived back home when 
Captain and Major Buthelezi as well as my Corps Officers 
Lieutenants Mutize came to pray for me.

My parents agreed with the suggestion of my Corps Officers that I 
go with them to their quarters in Rosettenville, where my Officers 
would continue to pray for me. It was then that my full eyesight was 
restored! However, sadly the next morning when I woke up, my 
eyesight had gone again. This did deter the Mutize’s who 
continued to pray for me. My parents joined the prayer meeting 
later that afternoon and together we declared and claimed my 
healing. We had tears of joy when in the midst of the prayer time, 
God restored my eyesight.

As I am writing my testimony, I am doing so with my vision so 
clear.

My prayer has always been Lord help me!. I thank God that my 
sight has been restored. The Lord answered my prayers. Because of 
He’s healing power I’m healed and I have a testimony to tell to the 
world. I want to thank God for all the people, family members, 
fellow Salvationists and Officers who continued  to pray for me in 
different parts of the world. I thank God for my parents who loves 
and continues to be there for me.

I rejoice in God’s hand of healing upon my life, which now enables 
me to do things on my own especially my artwork and my pencil 
drawings which I love and enjoy doing.

I give thanks and  echo the word of  David-Psalm 103:1-3

1Praise the Lord, my soul;
 all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2Praise the Lord, my soul,
 and forget not all his benefits—
3who forgives all your sins
 and heals all your diseases…

Miracle Working God!
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A STRONG WOMAN 
VS. 

A WOMAN OF STRENGTH

A strong woman works out every 
day to keep her body in shape...

but a woman of strength kneels in 
prayer to keep her soul in shape...

A strong woman isn’t 
afraid of anything..

but a woman of strength 
shows courage in the 

midst of her fear...

A strong woman won’t let 
anyone get the best of her...

but a woman of strength gives the 
best of her to everyone...

A strong woman makes mistakes 
and avoids the same in the future...

but a woman of strength realizes 
life’s mistakes can also be 

God’s blessing and 
capitalizes on them...

A strong woman walks 
sure footedly...

but a woman of strength knows 
God will catch her when she falls...

A strong woman wears the look of 
confidence on her face...
but a woman of strength 

wears grace...

A strong woman has faith that she 
is strong enough for the journey...
but a woman of strength has faith 
that it is in the journey that she will 

become strong

*Author unknown

Celebrating
Women’s Day

In South Africa,
August is Women's Month 

- and each year 
August 9th is 
celebrated as 
Women's Day.

Women's Day 
celebrates the 

strength and resilience 
of women and their contribution

 to society and country.

Women's Day forms part of 
South Africa's Women's Month 

which provides an opportunity to pay 
tribute to the generations of women 
whose struggles laid the foundations 
for the progress made in empowering 

women and achieving gender 
equality to date.

National Women's Day in South Africa 
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Kensington Corps

On Saturday 12th June a tragic fire that engulfed the entire building 
known as Kensington Corps, brought much sadness to the 
community of Kensington, former soldiers and Officers. The sight 
of severe devastation was evident to those who stood helpless 
whilst the flames destroyed the structure, burnt the piano, platform 
and mercy seat  to the ground, leaving only the ashes of what once 
was. 

The Kensington Corps hall was opened in 1963 by Commissioner 
Wooten. Formerly known as North End Corps in Port Elizabeth, the 
Corps relocated from Mount Road to the Kensington area. 

“The corps was moved to Kensington believing that in the middle of 
a community it would have an impact on the lives of those around. It 
certainly has done that over the last 58 years as the message has 
been preached and as open airs were held. The impact had always 
been on children. The children's ministry has been a highlight with 
young lives just so happy to come, to be loved and hear about Jesus. 
Ministry in the community of Kensington included outreach in 
women’s ministries, soup kitchens and numerous food parcels to the 
vulnerable from the surrounding community”.

Numerous Officers who have over the years served in this territory 
and beyond Southern Africa borders answered their call to 
officership at Kensington Corps.

The Sunday after the fire children from the community came 
hoping for Sunday School. This little boy was found kneeling at the 
cross. A sure indication that in unfortunate times the Cross remains 
a declaration of unfailing hope.

 “... to those who grieve in Zion... (God) will bestow upon them a 
crown of beauty instead of ashes...” Isaiah 6:13

The Cross still stands!
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Mental Health - Overcoming my impossibilities

Everyone’s story is different. I believe that sharing our stories can 
encourage, inspire, give hope and even bring self-healing. I want to 
share my story with you and the message I want you to receive is 
that “nothing is impossible”.

I was raised by my mother for the first five years of my life. My 
mother was a beautiful and intelligent woman but she struggled 
with alcohol.  At the age of 5 years old I was placed in the care of an 
aunt whose husband did not accept me being there. My father came 
by monthly only to bring money for my accommodation but sadly 
we never had a relationship. The rejection by my aunt’s husband 
triggered my mental health problems and I became socially 
anxious, depressed and I felt socially inept. I was afraid to speak 
because of the tension and this caused fear and social unease.

I was diagnosed with social phobia and secondary depression at age 
20. I struggled with social anxiety and became very withdrawn. It 
was heaven for me to be at home and alone. I was placed on anti-
depressants but I still had low self-esteem that affected every aspect 
of my life. I felt hopeless. Life had no meaning and I felt I was a 
burden to my aunt. There was verbal abuse with regards to raising 
me, and I felt I added to the burdens of my aunt who was the bread 
winner. I felt it would be better if I was dead. I was very lonely and 
my view of reality had become distorted.

I stayed with my aunt until I completed my matric and went on to 
study at university. A person’s mental health is a central part of our 
existence. I chose clinical psychology as a career because it would 
enable me to reach out to other people who had the need to connect 
to others but were unable to do so because of the brokenness they 
felt within themselves. It took me eight years to complete my 
Masters in Clinical Psychology. I was the only one in my family 
who studied further.

The aunt who was my greatest support passed away when I was 24 
years old. It was at this stage that everything fell apart. I hadn’t 
finished my dissertation. It took a further three years to write this 
and then I did my community service.

I gave up totally on psychology as it felt impossible to register 
because the university said I had outstanding payments. I had 
graduated so I could not accept that I owed them money. When I 
reflect on this now, I realise that all I had to do was pay the R1 800 
they said that I owed, but I was in disbelief and this made it 
impossible for me to register for my board examination.

During this time, I gave birth to my son and he kept me going 
especially during the times when I found myself unemployed. For a 
short while my son and I lived with my son’s father. Due to my 
unemployment, my son’s father took our child with him to Durban 
as we had lost our little home.

My mental health problems worsened due to depression and 
knowing I had been diagnosed with social phobia was paralysing. 
This impacted the entire process of writing my board exam. All I 
needed to do was pay the university and register for my exam but 
this was a mountain I could not climb due to depression. I had to 
move a lot because I was unemployed and unable to pay for 
accommodation. I stayed at various shelters including a Salvation 
Army shelter.

I had already come a long way when I ended up in a situation where 
I could not put a roof over my head. My life had spiralled out of 
control, due to my own emotional difficulties which seemed 
insurmountable.

I never thought I would find myself back at The Salvation Army 
shelter to ask for a place to stay. I was given a second chance. When 
I arrived, I was having panic attacks and my anxiety levels were 
extreme. Despite being on medication, my mental health 
deteriorated.

I started having delusions and the Officer encouraged me to share 
this with my psychiatrist, which I did. During one of my sessions I 
told my psychiatrist about my educational qualifications and how I 
felt that it would never be possible to write my board exam that 
would qualify me as a licenced clinical psychologist practitioner. I 
had struggled with a lot of self-doubt over the years and the lack of a 
social system left me battling with major depression that made 
everything feel pointless and that I had nothing to live for.

Together with the help of my psychologist, dealing with my mental 
health problems and the help from The Salvation Army, I applied 
and was accepted to do the board exam. On the 23 June 2021, I 
received an email which said, “It is with pleasure to inform you that 
you have passed the Psychology Board Virtual/Online 
Examination.”

My family had lost all hope that I would be able to sustain myself 
financially and as I was the only graduate in my family thus far, it 
was a great disappointment to them that it would seem like all the 
sacrifices that went into my education seemed wasted.

I never thought it would be possible to practise as a clinical 
psychologist. However, now I am in the process of raising money to 
pay my restorations fees and to find employment.

I want to encourage you to believe in yourself, and if you are 
battling with mental health, to seek help, to never give up and to 
surround yourself with people or even just one person who would 
be willing to listen to you. Everybody needs someone to believe in 
them. I am grateful to The Salvation Army for giving me a second 
chance, for caring and supporting me through a very difficult time 
in my life. Not only did they care for my physical and emotional 
needs, they encouraged me spiritually. It has truly been a long 
journey and I am very grateful for the help I received from The 
Salvation Army.

Just believe and know with God, all things are possible!

BY JEAN

GAZETTE

APPOINTMENTS - Effective 1 July 2021
Major Darren Huke: Territorial Leader Development Secretary is 
appointed Territorial Learning Pathway Coordinator in addition to 
his current appointment.

CHANGE OF TITLE OF PROJECT PERSONNEL
Major Robert Wright: Territorial Projects Officer, the title is 
changing from Territorial Projects Officer to Territorial 
Development Officer, this is a change across all the Territories and 
Commands.

PROMOTED TO GLORY
Major Francina Mabaso ® was promoted to glory on 10 May 2021.
Major Stella Oakes ® was promoted to glory on 11 June 2021.

UPCOMING DATES

30 July - Word day of Human Trafficking
9 August  - National Women’s Day
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Well Done Faithful Servant

On 22nd June, Professor James 
Steven Mzilikazi Khumalo was 
promoted to glory following a long 
illness, he was 89 years old. 
Professor Mzilikazi Khumalo was 
the only living recipient of The 
Salvation Army’s highest order in 
Southern Africa. 

It is only appropriate and fitting that a proper tribute is afforded to 
this esteemed soldier.

Professor Khumalo was born on 20 June 1932 to Officer Parents, 
Snr Majors Andreas and Joana Khumalo at Mountain View, 
(KwaNgwelu) in Northern KZN Division. As an officer’s child, 
his childhood consisted of constant moves across the country 
with his family. However, as an officers’ child he was also 
introduced him to music and it is music that would define his life. 
He learned to read and play music at an early age, and he became 
interested in choral music expression. He started composing 
music as a young man and he had a deep love African traditional 
songs which he also re-arranged as part of his compositions.

After matriculating from high school in Soweto in 1950, he 
qualified as a teacher at Mamelodi Teachers’ Training College. In 
1956 he graduated with a BA degree in English and Zulu and in 
1972 a BA honours from the University of SA. He subsequently 
achieved his master’s degree and PhD from Wits University. 
Following many years as a schoolteacher and a school principal, 
he also had a long career as a Professor of African Languages at 
the University of Witwatersrand, and he was ultimately Head of 
Department. Throughout his professional career as an educator, 
his musical career was his life’s passion.

Professor Khumalo always held The Salvation Army in high 
esteem, and he served as a faithful soldier throughout his life. He 
was a committed songster leader at Peart Memorial Corps and 
served as the Central Division’s Divisional Songster Leader. He 
led the Soweto Songsters to national and international acclaim 
that saw them being musical guests at the Centennial 
International Congress in London, UK in 1978. This was no small 
feat, that a musical group of black South Africans were 
international guests in London at the height of the apartheid 
regime.

Professor Khumalo was a barrier breaker, a pioneer, a trendsetter, 
and a traditionalist all at the same time. He loved African 
traditional music and was concerned about it being lost or 
forgotten with modernization and so promoted it and popularised 
it in schools and universities. He took pride in indigenous 
languages and so he committed himself to compose most of his 
work in his own language IsiZulu. He made history when he 
composed full works with Orchestral accompaniment, first with 
the Cantata Ushaka kaSenzangakhona and then the full Opera 
Princess Magogo kaDinizulu, which would be the first in an 
African language about an African subject.

Among his other notable contributions, Professor Khumalo was 
asked by President Nelson Mandela to chair the committee for the 
new National Anthem for South Africa and by 1997 had arranged 
and presented the current version. The South African National 
Anthem has been named one of the worlds most beautiful 
anthems comprising of multiple languages. 

For this achievement President Mandela bestowed upon him The 
Order of the Star of South Africa.

Professor (Songster Leader) Mzilikazi Khumalo was admitted to 
the Order of the Founder on 8 December 2001 by General 
Gowans. The following citation accompanied his award:
‘In recognition of a lifetime of outstanding Salvationism and 
Christian witness to the peoples of South Africa, through 
consistent pursuit of spiritual, musical and academic excellence 
to the glory of God.’

In his letter to the family, the International Chief of Staff, 
Commissioner Lyndon Buckingham wrote:

 “Professor Mzilikazi, an excellent musician, advocated harmony 
and peace not only in the country at large, but also in the church. 
One of his best-loved arrangements, sung with confidence, 
assurance, faith and trust in the Lord by The Salvation Army 
Soweto Songsters under the professor’s leadership was, ‘All Will 
be Well’. The song begins with the great truth, ‘Through the love 
of God our Saviour, all will be well’, and continues, in the last 
verse, to say:

We expect a bright tomorrow,
All will be well;

Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
All, all, is well.

On our Father’s love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,

Or in living, or in dying
ALL MUST BE WELL.

Professor Khumalo had a heart and passion for speaking out 
against and correcting the wrongs of the past, and it was through 
these mediums that The Salvation Army leadership at times 
sought his wisdom, advice and voice in matters concerning the 
unfair treatment of human beings. The professor's positive input 
and leadership advised Salvation Army leaders to seek out 
opportunities to make amends for past mistakes in the realm of 
the apartheid regime.”

As the Southern Africa Territory, we were blessed to count him as 
one of our brightest sons. His life of excellent and exemplary 
Christian service and witness was a beacon of light for all to see. 
Along his life journey he was accompanied by his committed and 
accomplished wife of 63 years Mrs. Rose L. Khumalo. A day and 
a half after his passing, she was also promoted to glory on 24 June 
2021. They were laid to rest together at an official Provincial 
Funeral in full honour of their service to the nation of South 
Africa.

As the family, we were privileged to witness these beautiful 
soldiers of the cross lead a life of committed service, sacrifice and 
devotion to God. There was never any confusion as to what was 
expected of us as their children, grandchildren, and extended 
family: ‘Love and serve God faithfully, pursue excellence in 
education and sing in the right tune.’

They leave behind their four children and 11 grandchildren. We 
thank them for a life well lived and will forever hold them in our 
hearts.

PROFESSOR MZILIKAZI KHUMALO (ORDER OF THE FOUNDER)

Buhle Dlamini is Salvation Army Soldier 
based in Canada and a member of the Khumalo Family




