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MISSION STATEMENT OF 
THE SALVATION ARMY

The  Sa lva t ion  Army,  an  
international movement, is an 
evangelical part of the universal 
Christian Church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry is 
motivated by love for God. Its 
mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human 
needs in His name without 
discrimination.
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This edition of the War 
Cry shares the call to 
every soldier to be an 
advocate for justice and 
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
injustice experienced by 

multitudes in respective communities. The 
words of Catherine Booth are saturated with 
urgency and remind us as Salvationists of our 
Biblical mandate whilst we serve in 
communities where we are uniquely placed to 
stand against sickness and disease, poverty and 
hunger, gender-based violence, substance abuse 
and slavery. We must be agents of change to 
ensure a better future, even when that may 
require disturbing the status quo.

From relieving the plight of the young and 
vulnerable, to taking care of our environment, as 
well as practically assisting the undocumented 
asylum seeker in need of accommodation, as she 
battles to care both for herself and her special 
needs child, all social justice issues should be a 
target for our efforts in Jesus name. 

The song writers profoundly put our mission 
into perspective, when they composed this 
beautiful song:
“There are people hurting in the world out 
there…they need me, they need you, they need 
Christ, and they'll go on hurting in the world out 
there, and they'll go on dying drowning in in 
despair and they'll go on dying unless we care, 
without me, without you, without Christ! (lyrics 
originally by John Gowans & music by John 
Larsson)

For The Salvation Army, Social Justice is an 
integral part of our mission and therefore must 
be at the core of who we are and all that we do. 
We cannot look away when there is a need. 

SOCIAL 
       JUSTICE

Captain
Juanita Wright

Message from the Editor

The needs of “OTHERS” is what must compel 
us to action.

The International Social Justice Commission 
document “Jesus and Justice” clearly 
demonstrates Jesus trajectory on the cause of 
Social Justice:

“Jesus’ life is a demonstration of how to live and 
love. Jesus incarnated intentional love. He 
demonstrated willful, purposeful and creative 
love; love for God, self, neighbor, truth, 
righteousness and justice. Jesus envisioned 
what didn't yet exist. He championed freedom 
from oppression - discrimination, exclusion, 
inequity, poverty, sin and injustice.

In Jesus’ code, to love is to be just. To be just is to 
love. And when we claim to follow Jesus we are 
disciples of justice. Jesus’ mission on earth in 
his time is our mission on earth in our time.

In worship, there is a question and response that 
is sometimes asked, which merits the final word 
in this series on “Jesus and Justice.”

Question: 
“Will you strive for justice and 

peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity 

of every human being?”

“We will, with God’s help.”

https://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/sites/
default/files/files/tsmp_int_social_justice.pdf
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regardless of race, gender social status are 
all treated equally by society at large and 
given fair opportunities in regards to 
human rights. Our Mission is heart to God 
and hand to man extending compassion by 
feeding the homeless and coming 
alongside the vulnerable.

In the Gospels we read about how Jesus challenges the religious 
authorities of the day who had no regard for the marginalised. 
These religious leaders did all they could to promote self and led 
with the intention of selfish gain.

Jesus displays social justice by talking to the women, men, 
individuals who had nothing…, the blind, the prostitute and the 
adulteress. Jesus advocates and he heals those considered unclean 
and returns them to wholeness.

I believe that as followers of Jesus, we are called to imitate and 
stand for truth and what is right in a positive way.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37 we see the 
Samaritans response when he saw someone in need. The 
Samaritan did not hesitate to get his hands dirty and got involved 
in securing the overall wellbeing of another and in doing so  he 
demonstrated justice and righted an injustice.

There are many ways whereby Salvationists can be involved in 
helping to set things right. We can feed those in poverty, visit 
women or men in prison, help to clothe children in need, serve 
those with special needs and we can work with youth who need an 
adult mentor. The needs are endless especially in the face of the 
injustice.

Social Justice means that every person, “Whatever you did for one of 
the least of these, 
you did for me.” 
(Matthew 25:45)

The Jesus who said,
“Greater love has no one than this 

that he lay down his life for his friends.” 
(John 15:13)

We need to remember what Micah 6:6-8 says:
With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before 
God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 
calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?

The Good Samaritan was one person, one person who made a 
difference in the life of one man.

How can you take steps needed to carry out the teachings of 
Jesus?

Are you ready to love the unlovable, show kindness and walk 
humbly with God’?

God Bless you, 

Lt Colonel D Dlamini
Retired Officers Secretary
Community Care Secretary

“Living right while righting wrongs”
INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION

May God 
bless you 

with  Discomfort
- A Franciscan 

Blessing

MAY GOD BLESS YOU
with discomfort,

at easy answers, half-truths,
and superficial relationships

so that you may live
deep within your heart

MAY GOD BLESS YOU
with anger

at injustice, oppression,
and exploitation of people,

so that you may 
work for justice, 

   freedom and peace.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU
with tears,

to shed for those 
who suffer pain,

rejection, hunger, and war,
so that you may reach out your hand

to comfort them and
to turn their pain to joy.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU
with enough 

    foolishness to believe 
that you can make a 

difference in the world,
so that you can do what others claim 
cannot be done, to bring justice and 

kindness to all everyone!
Amen
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PROSECUTION POLICY

PARTICIPATION

Every corps is a resource in 
the battle against modern 
slavery and human trafficking. 
We are often serving in 
communities where 
no others are able to reach.

PARTNERSHIP

Be ready to collaborate and 
network with others to 
achieve our goal.

Support survivors through 
legal proceedings, enable the 
prosecution of offenders and 
work with offenders to restore 
a relationship with God 
and society.

Create internal policies and 
advocate for external policies 
which reduce modern slavery 
and human trafficking.

PROOF

Ensure our response both 
contributes to and receives 
from research.

PROTECTION

The Salvation Army has a 
holistic view of health and 
seeks to assist survivors 
regain their physical, mental, 
emotional, relational and 
spiritual health.

PRAYER

This is an essential practice 
in the fight against modern 
slavery and human trafficking.

PREVENTION

Raising awareness and 
addressing the root
causes of modern slavery 
and human trafficking is a 
vital element of prevention.

The Salvation Army 
Guide to Fighting Modern Slavery 

and Human Trafficking



Breast Cancer Awareness Month 2021 
- 1 to 31 October

The incidence of breast cancer among South African women is 
increasing and it is one of the most common cancers among women in 
South Africa. 

Facts about breast cancer:
*Early detection of the condition can lead to effective treatment and 
a positive prognosis. About 90% of patients survive for many years 
after diagnosis when breast cancer is detected at the early stages.

*Regular self-breast examination and regular mammograms are 
key to early detection.

*Presenting yourself early for treatment may result in more effective 
treatment, leading to a reduction in pain and suffering and a 
significant decrease in the loss of life.

5 STEPS TO DETECTING
BREAST CANCER EARLY:
1. Practice routine self-exams

2. Know your risks and family history

3. Visit your doctor regularly

4. Know when to get a mammogram

5. Follow-up after a screening or test

OCTOBER 2021 55

Congratulations to the Territorial Commander Colonel Daniel Kasuso and the Territorial President of 
Women’s Ministries Colonel Tracey Kasuso on their 35 years of Service.

May God continue to bless and strengthen you in your leadership of the Officers and 
soldiers to grow the Mission in Southern Africa Territory.

The CFOT Training Principal, Staff and Cadets celebrated this special milestone with the 
Territorial Leaders on Sunday, 11 September 2021.
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MODERN SLAVERY
 HUMAN TRAFFICKING&

MAKE 
THE CALL

 SAVE A LIFE!&

“Modern slavery and Human 
Trafficking needs to be stopped. 
Everyone has the responsibility, 

both individuals and institutions to 
work for the liberation of those who 
have been subjected to slavery and 

trafficking. Legal and social 
mechanisms to stop slavery and 

trafficking must be established and 
those involved held to account.”

(from The Salvation Army 
Positional Statement for Modern 
Slavery and Human Trafficking)

OTHER IMPORTANT NUMBERS:

child line

alcoholics anonymous

lifeline

famsa

rape and trauma line

080 005 5555

0861 435 722

0861 322 322

021 447 7951

083 222 5158
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The Real Cause
On the 6-7th June 2021 twenty-five trucks 
were set alight on the main road between 
Durban and Johannesburg South Africa. 
This started a chain reaction which saw a 
fairly stable economy disintegrate and 
resulted in a state of disaster for the whole 
of the Kwa-Zulu Natal being declared. 
Chaos reigned as whole towns and 
communities were transformed in a few 

days. Thousands of people took to the streets in coordinated and 
uncoordinated attacks across Kwa-Zulu Natal and Gauteng. The 
damage from the mass looting and burnt properties amounted to 
more than R1.5 billion ($100 million US) and thousands of 
people have been left jobless. Supply chains for critical goods 
like food and fuel no longer existed and hundreds of thousands 
are now struggling to access basic necessities.

The Cause
The cause of the unrest that led to this devastation is still being 
debated. Initially it was thought to be a protest in response to the 
incarceration of former President Jacob Zuma. Poverty and 
joblessness were blamed as contributing factors. Some suggested 
that the cause was race related as certain communities were 
targeted and threatened. Recent investigations into the causes 
have shown that some of the instigators of the looting and 
destruction were politically motivated. Specific targets were 
selected in an effort to destabilise the country and cause problems 
for the government. While all of those might be contributing 
factors, they do not get directly to the heart of the matter. What 
they do tell us is that South Africa has not fully dealt with it’s past.

What makes a person travel from one area to another, break into 
someone else’s property, steal everything that they can and then 
burn the place down? The argument of poverty appears weak. 
Certainly, many poor people did not take part in the looting and 
we are now finding out that many of the looters were themselves 
affluent and not really in need of any of the goods that were 
looted. If you are hungry, why loot a couch that you can not sell or 
spray paint a car or burn down a mall? What could the political 
motivation for all this be? Could destroying the local post office 
that the elderly depended on to collect their social grants really be 
about getting a better life for others? Does it really make anyone’s 
life better that now there are no more local shops in the poorest 
communities? Did those who planned and orchestrated this 
uprising really care about their fellow South Africans?

So why would people allow themselves to be swept up in a mob 
mentality that would make ordinary people do terrible things?

Greed and fear seem to be more likely candidates for the cause.

This is not a new phenomenon in Kwa-Zulu Natal. If you know 
the history of this area, you will be aware that right from the days 
of Mfecane/Difaqane ("Upheaval" or "Crushing"), through to the 
Boer War, the unrest prior to ‘94 and even recent political faction 
fighting, many people have lost their lives and been displaced 
because of greed and fear. As you drive through the beautiful 
Kwa-Zulu Natal countryside you are met with countless 
monuments to past battles that remind you that this area has been 
fought over for the last 200 years. While there are unquestionably 
historic examples of major atrocities that had strong elements of 
racism attached to them (this is particularly true during the 
apartheid era) many of the fights were also between people of the 
same race.

A common theme is that there are people in power who fear losing 
it and are greedy for more power. Those that are disempowered do 
not escape the trappings of greed and they too are willing to fight, 
loot and even kill if they think that doing so will empower them. 
Discontentment rules. Greed and fear seem to take over as people 
throw off any moral restraint in their search of power.

Moral and Social implications
We see then through this recent upheaval the true reflection of the 
spiritual condition of many South Africans. When morals are 
challenged, many people are willing to ignore them if they think 
they can get away with doing so. The question is not, “is it right or 
wrong?” but “will I be punished?” and “can I get away with it?” If 
there is the possibility that my actions will get me some kind of 
advantage then I will take the risk even if I know it is wrong. The 
justification to this is; “I deserve it”.

The social effect that these types of situations will be for future 
generations is of great concern. With the destruction of many 
schools in the area the education of the next generation is 
threatened. Poorer communities have become even poorer as 
food and transport costs soar and access to services becomes even 
more scarce. Food security is now a real issue. You wonder how 
children that were dragged off to take part in the looting by their 
parents and caregivers will grow up. How has it shaped their 
thinking and impacted their value system? Will they be even more 
determined to take, destroy and kill if it will get them what they 
want?

It is clear that the band-aid applied to the past racial atrocities has 
not worked. Real healing has not taken place and while South 
Africans tolerate each other, they have not really accepted each 
other. People were very quick to play the race card and use these 
tensions as the excuse for the cause and to escalate the situation. 
Communities that are still predominantly racially segregated rose 
up in opposition to other segregated communities and the blame 
game started. While race may not be the driving cause of this 
situation, it has showed us that we have not healed as a nation.

Is there hope?
Despite all this, I have hope. Not in a government program or 
some type of social reform. Money will not solve the problem. 
Those things will not deal with the root problem. The root of the 
problem is a spiritual one and the Church does have a solution to 
that. How can someone be freed from fear and greed? Can we 
transition from tolerance to acceptance and then to love? Only 
Jesus Christ can replace fear with peace, greed with generosity 
and heal the pain of the past.

It is at this point that we as the Church must realise that we can no 
longer be complacent. If we are to see real positive 
transformation, it must take place in the hearts of men and 
women. That is our calling and mission. That is what our nation 
needs.

Too long at ease in Zion
I’ve been content to dwell,
While multitudes are dying

And sinking into Hell.
I can no more be careless

And say there’s naught to do,
The fields are white to harvest

and laborers are few.
Here am I, my Lord, send me.

(William Walker) 

BY MAJOR BRENDAN BROWSKI, DIVISIONAL COMMANDER MID-KZN DIVISION

photo



Our heritage as children of God

S i n g a b a n t w a n a  b a k a N k u l u n k u l u  
siyizinhlanga ezahlukene futhi imvelaphi 
yethi ayifani. Noma kunjalo phambi 
kwamehlo  akhe s iyafana ,  sonke 
singabantwana bakhe ngoba unesihe 
nothando kithi.

Siyigugu lakhe nefa lakhe, yingakho 
asethembisa ukuthi uma senze kahle 

sisesemhlabeni sigcina imiyalelo yakhe asithembisa ezwini lakhe 
ukuthi sobona ubuso. Incwadi ISAMBULO 22:3-4 
“Akusayikuba khona nokukodwa ukuqalekisa. Isihlalo 
sobukhosi sikaNkulunkulu neseWundlu siyakuba kuwo, 
nezinceku zakhe ziyakumkhonza, zibone ubuse bakhe, negame 
lakhe liyakuba semabunzini azo. Ubani ongalifuni lelifa 
lokubona ubuso bakhe?

Njengoba singabantwana bakhe, siyigugu kuye yingakho uma 
sizithoba kuye sikhuleka kuye elalela aphinde aphendule 
imithandazo yethu. Incwadi ngokuloba KWABASEROMA 8:16-
17 iyakucacisa ngokusoba ukuthi singabantwana bakhe futhi 
siyizindlalifa.“Yena lowo Moya ufakaza kanye nomoua wethu 
ukuthi singabantwana bakaNkulunkulu. Uma ke singabantwana, 
siyizindlalifa futhi, izindlalifa zikaNkulunkulu, izindlalifa kanye 
noKrestu, uma phela sihlupheka kanye naye, ukuze siphiwe 
inkazimulo futhi kanye naye.” 

Ukwazisa ubugugu bethu singabantwana bakaNkulunkulu 
kungaphezu kokwazisa amasiko ethu, imumva lethu, ubuhlanga, 
njalonjalo. Siyaqonda ukuthi mele sihambe ngobuqotho 
silandela izimfundiso zobu Krestu kuze sizonqoba izilingo 
nezinselela esibhekana noayo imihla namalanga. Incwadi 
egcwele iyakucacisa ukuthi abantwana bakaNkulunkulu 
banikwe amandla okunqoba – 1 KAJOHANE 4:4 
“NingabakaNkulunkulu nina bantwanyana, nibahlulile, ngokuba 
lowo okini mkhulu kunaye osezweni.”

Abantwana bakaNkulunkulu bathenjisiwe ifa lokhu 
uyakuqinisekisa  uDavide encwadini AMAHUBO 16:6 uma ethi 
“Izabelo zingehlele ezindaweni enhle, yebo nginalo ifa elihle.” 
Konke lokhu sekushiwo bekufanele ukuthi siqaphele ukuthi 
amafa ezinto eziphathekayo zasemhlabeni zingasivali amehlo 
amehlo okwendodana yolahleko size sikhohlwe ubugugu bethu 
nokuthi sinefa elingunaphakade esibekelwe lona uNkulunkulu.

Okwethu ukuthi senze kahle sigcine intando kaNkulunkulu 
kanye nezimfundiso zakhe ukuze ifa elihle uDavide akhuluma 
ngalo nathi siyoba nalo mhla amalanga ethu emhlabeni ephela.

God’s children are promised an inheritance, as David assures us 
in Psalm 16:6, “I have been given a beautiful inheritance, and I 
have a wonderful inheritance.”

With all this being said, we should be careful that the material 
possessions of this world do not blind us to the prodigal son until 
we forget our values. We have an eternal inheritance that God has 
in store for us. 

BY MUSA SHAMASE, HR OFFICER, THQ
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Ubugugu bethu njengabantwana bakaNkulunkulu



Kids Page
WASH HANDS

KEEP DISTANCE

USE SOAP

STAY AT HOME

AVOID CROWDS

USE GEL

WEAR MASK
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1.   What did the one math book say to the other math book?

2.   What did the paper say to the pencil?

3.   What is more amazing than a talking dog?

4.   What season is it when you are on a trampoline?

5.   What falls in winter but never gets hurt?

6.   Why did the teddy bear say no to dessert?

7.   Why can’t you give Elsa a balloon?

8.  What can you catch but not throw?

9.  What kind of room doesn’t have doors?

10. Why did the boy throw his clock out of the window?

I’ve got plans!

You have a good point!

A spelling bee!

Springtime!

Snow!

Because she was stuffed!

Because she will let it go!

A cold!

A mushroom!

Because he wanted to see time fly!

When 
you are worried 

about fearful situations, 
ask God for 

courage and wisdom.

EAT
MONEY
TELEVISION
MUSIC
VIDEOS
BOOKS
TIME
HOMEWORK

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Find and circle these words. Each word describes something you might have to make a choice about. Words can be found across, down, diagonally or backwards.

Which words describe choices you might want to talk to God about? 
Put a star next to those words.

G H O M E W O R K O X B

H A T T I T U D E A Y C O D

O M E A S I Z Z F B U V O G

F U E P S L M U S I C H I K J T

L R S E T W E E T K L N Q S M A

E B I G L V P V I D E O S R T L

A O E E O I I Z I J O K X O Z K

T S O L N P E O W S A D Y F J I

F O R G D V Z C H I S L M B

C H A R K S Z E E M O N E Y

C L O T H E S R K K N S

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.

14.
13.

15.

GAMES
TALK
ATTITUDE
FRIENDS
CLOTHES
TEST
TOYS 

BR
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Decode the message to find out 

what 1 John 3:1 means for you.

e J
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e YRRJSQ

H =
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eL =

M = b
SA =
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U

Q

Ha! H ! a
Ha! 

Read your Bible, pray every day, pray every day, pray every day,
read your Bible, pray every day, and you’ll grow, grow, grow! 

Sin (it separates us from God). 

Blood (of Jesus Christ that cleanses us from our sins). 

forgiveness (of sins).  

purity (we need to live a pure life). 

G-R-O-W (Go to Church, Read your Bible, Obey God & parents, Witnessing - telling others about Christ). 

Heaven (when we have done great On this earth, we will go to Heaven). 

Black:

Red:

White:

Blue:

Green: 

Yellow: 

Our South African flag can also be used in sharing the Gospel (Good News) of Christ. 

BY 

LT. MIRANDA 

MLAMBO

agt ei  r De aH ys ?i  tah
W 

As a country,
we have just celebrated 

Heritage Day on the 24th of September. 
The purpose of this day is to recognize 

and celebrate the cultural wealth of our 
nation. We celebrate this day by remembering 
many cultures that make up the population of 
South Africa. All cultures celebrate Heritage 

day differently as this is That is evident 
by the way we dress, the type of food we 

eat, the songs we sing and also the 
dances that we do, but what makes 

us South Africans is 
that we are .

                                                         
“United”



Beating the odds in times of crises

possibilities and opportunities, yet some of 
the challenges continues to be the high youth 
unemployment rate ranking  at 43,2% in the 
1st quarter of 2020, and continues to escalate 
under the Covid-19 pandemic.

Over the past 18 months the COVID-19 
pandemic has interrupted every aspect of our 

lives. For young people, and especially for vulnerable youth, the 
COVID-19 crisis poses considerable risks in the fields of 
education, employment, mental health and disposable income. 
“While youth and future generations will shoulder much of the 
long-term economic and social consequences of the crisis, their 
well-being may be superseded by short-term economic and 
equity considerations”.

The Salvation Army has long been concerned with fairness in 
society, particularly related to poverty, unemployment and 
homelessness. Each of these form part of our quest as we seek to 
fulfil our Christian Mission as an Organisation. As young people 
in the Salvation Army, how then, do we shape a Christian 
response to the pandemic?

South Africa, a beautiful country filled with ?

officials and follow the advice of medical experts, get 
vaccinated! This includes the following the guidelines when 
it comes to church attendance and events. It is our Christian 
duty to take responsibility for ourselves and those we live 
with, so that we do not inadvertently spread the virus and 
overburden the already overwhelmed health care systems.

?We pray for all medical personnel daily and repeatedly. They 
are daily risking their own health to care for others...

COVID-19 calls us to learn again from our forefathers, who 
looked to God in times of calamity and disaster as a compass and 
guide.

As I reflect, I am mindful of the times when God has been faithful 
and at a times such as this I know that our Almighty God will 
continue to be sovereign as we look to Him, for He is in control.

Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs 
according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus”

Firstly we need to all adhere to the guidelines of public health 

BY CAPTAIN COLLEN MASHABA, DIVISIONAL YOUTH OFFICER, LIMPOPO DIVISION
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- EXODUS 14:14

Bible Study

I love the story of the Exodus.

After 400 years of slavery, the Israelites were finally free, but 
there was a problem. Pharaoh had sent his mighty army after 
them. So, the Israelites find themselves with the Red Sea in front 
of them and the Egyptian army hot on their heels. There was 
nowhere to go, and they were certainly not equipped to fight off 
an army. And so, Moses tells them: “God will fight for you. You 
only need to be still”. That is the end of verse 14, but that is not the 
whole picture. Let me share the paragraph with you, starting a 
verse 13.

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm 
and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. 
The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The 
Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” Then the 
Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your 
hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can 
go through the sea on dry ground (Exodus 14:13-16).

Do you see the contradiction?

Moses tells the Israelites: “Don’t be afraid... 
God will fight for you, just be still”.

But God says to Moses: “Why are you calling 
to me? Tell the Israelites to move on”.

So, who is right? Moses or God? Must they be 
still or move on?

As it happens both are right. When Moses tells them to ‘be still’, 
he does not mean do nothing. What he is really saying is: “Don’t 
be overwhelmed! Do not panic! God is in control” We are not 
supposed to fold our arms and wait for God to do everything. We 
are to trust God. He will fight for us. And He did fight for them, 
God parted the Red Sea so the entire nation could cross on dry 
ground, and then He drowned the Egyptian army. The Israelites 
did not perform these miracles, but they didn't do nothing, either.

This story reminds me of Psalm 46:10 – Be still and know that 
I am God.

Interestingly, this is not a gentle, peaceful Psalm. It's about 
turmoil, calamities, and wars. It starts with: God is our refuge, an 
ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear.

Later from verse 9 we read:
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the 
bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. He 
says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
fortress. Did you notice that the 'be still and know that I am God’ 
line comes right in the middle of smashing spears and burning 
shields? The psalmist is encouraging us to trust God, even when 
our situation seems hopeless, humanly speaking.

Both in Psalm 46:10 and Exodus 14:14, ‘be still’ is another way of 
saying do not rush around frantically, put your trust in God. God is 
with you. He will fight for you. That is not the same as saying sit 
back and do nothing. God delivered the Israelites with a 
staggering miracle, but they still had to move forward, they still 
had to walk through that terrifying divided sea to get to the 
Promised Land.

Psalm 27:1 also comes to mind.

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labour in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand 
guard in vain.

The psalmist is not saying that the watchman 
should go to sleep, or that the builders should 
leave the building for God to do. He is saying 
that in our efforts, in our struggles, in our hard 
work, God is with us. Without Him all our 
efforts will come to nothing, they will be of no 
eternal significance. God will fight for us and 
deliver us, but we still need to faithfully follow 
God’s instructions.

Jericho

The Bible has many examples of this principle at work.

Possibly the best known is the Battle of Jericho. God brought 
down the walls and gave the Israelites a stunning victory. He 
fought for His people, but they still had to march and shout and 
blow their trumpets. For whatever reason, God uses us in the 
fulfilment of His glorious plans. He works through our prayers, 
through our actions, and most of all, through our obedience.

Points to Ponder

1. Being still before God is a common theme throughout the 
Bible. What, do you think, is the difference between being 
still and doing nothing?

2. The next time you are in a crisis and are tempted to panic, 
ask God to show you what steps you should take so that 
you move forward in faith while simultaneously trusting 
God to fight for you.

GOD WILL FIGHT FOR YOU
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Major
Graham Brooke-Smith

The difference 
between being 

still and
 doing nothing
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I thank God for the given opportunity to 
champion this journey of reflecting on the 
rich heritage of music we have within the 
Salvation Army, Southern Africa Territory.

The aim of this bi-monthly music page 
initiative is to bring into focus the 

development trajectory of Salvation Army music over the 
decades and revealing its significance to the Southern Africa 
Territory.

Our Archives currently depict that there are no written documents 
that represent co-ordinated information on any of the former 
translators of songs from English to the different South African 
indigenous languages, no historical data on musicians who 
developed songster brigade or brass band music.

There is also no information on attempts by earlier composers 
such as Brigadier S.S. Ramhala and Brigadier T. Usher in the 
writing of their music respectively.

This study therefore, seeks to highlight the music exposition done 
by South African musicians who, with very little resources 
produced great works in ensuring that the work of winning souls 
for God’s Kingdom through the medium of music thrives.

It is in this regard that all research conducted intends to shed light 
on the rich heritage of music in the Territory. The South African 
Concise Oxford dictionary (2002:541) defines the meaning of 
Heritage as “something that is valued and worthy of preservation 
as it’s been passed down from previous generations”.

The Origin of this work
This study originated in 2014 when I was requested by Majors 
Shadrack and Rosanne Ntshangase, who were Divisional 
Leader’s of the Central Division at the time invited me to the 
Division to conduct a Divisional Music Festival. In response to 
this I gathered an array of Bandmasters, Songster Leaders, 
composers and translators of songs that was shared with all 
musicians who were in attendance. This work was greatly 
appreciated by all the festival attendees.

Orientation of the study In 2017 I was invited by Majors Themba and Nokuthula 
Mahlobo, the Training Principal and Education Officer 
respectively, to give Music Education lessons at the College for 
Officer Training to cadets of the “Messengers of the Gospel” 
Session.

In June, 2017 as part of my tuition to the Cadets I received 
permission to conduct a significant music assignment wherein a 
selected number of Officers and music Local Officers were 
identified to reflect on their musical contribution to the Salvation 
Army.

The information was collected through 11 interviews and proved 
a successful exercise.

I express sincere gratitude to Major’s T & N Mahlobo and the 
cadets session for their sterling contribution.

As part of my ongoing research I’ve since had opportunity to 
further inquire with the 11 identified Officers and Local Officers, 
for I know in doing so it will add to the quantity and quality of the 
information to be shared through the music page series. I, 
however also wish to acknowledge the support and information 
received from many more Soldiers and Officers from 2017 to 
date. 

Methodology of study
This study is divided into three parts:
1886 to 1953
1953 to 1986
1987 to 2015

Information beyond 2015 will be included as it will add value to 
the finale periods. Information though scanty from available 
publications including the War Cry and personal interviews will 
be used to complete this study. 

Yours in music A Southern

 Africa Perspective

The Heritage of Salvation Army Music
BY DR. S. P. QWABE, MPUMALANGE/eSWATINI DIVISIONAL SONGSTER LEADER



OCTOBER 2021 13

Eloise moved south with its high winds, heavy rainfall and flooding to the north 
eastern parts of South Africa. Residents of KwaZulu Natal, Limpopo and 
Mpumalanga did all they could to protect themselves from this extreme 
weather, where sadly hundreds of homes were destroyed and at least ten people 
lost their lives. 

For Gogo Dlamini* and her family in Northern KwaZulu, this wasn't just 
another storm on TV. Cyclone Eloise would bring devastation, as the winds and 
the rain ripped off their roof and collapsed the walls of their homestead. The 
family of 12, including Gogo Dlamini's sickly husband found themselves 
outside, exposed to the elements as their home was destroyed and belongings 
ruined. 

In the aftermath of Cyclone Eloise, Officers and Soldiers of The Salvation Army, 
have been coming alongside families like those of Gogo Dlamini, and in 
partnership with local companies and other donors, have provided counselling, 
prayer, food parcels, blankets and donated clothes to most in need. THQ, also 
appealed to International Headquarters Emergency Services for assistance, it 
helped us assist over 600 families, approximately 3000 people who were directly 
affected by Cyclone Eloise, with food, blankets and building material in 
Northern KwaZulu Natal, Limpopo and Mpumalanga.

In Northern KwaZulu Natal, The Salvation Army has partnered with members 
of the local Joint Operations Committee (JOC) and have since been able to build 
Gogo Dlamini and her family a new home. With The Salvation Army facilitating 
the process, members of the JOC have worked together, donating time and 
resources, bringing hope today for the Dlamini family.  The Vryheid Mica 
Hardware has donated building supplies, the Department of Transport moved 
these goods, the Department of Home Affairs helping the Dlamini family with 
ID's and Birth Certificates and making sure they can access government grants 
and that the children attend school. Not least, the Department of Correctional 
Services, has provided a volunteer team of offenders to build the house, as part 
of their rehabilitation programme. 

Gogo Dlamini told us that after the storm when things were so hopeless, she had 
prayed to God for a miracle, but doubted if anything would happen. Today, she 
testifies that indeed God is alive and has heard her prayers. As The Salvation 
Army, we a grateful to God for his provision and the generous donors from 
South Africa and around the world, so indeed we can bring hope today. 

*For the sake of privacy, Gogo Dlamni's name has been changed.

In late January, after wreaking devastating havoc in Mozambique, Cyclone While most South Africans watched in horror, as thousands of 
people looted shops and burnt businesses and trucks in parts 
of South Africa, for people like Nomsa* the unrest and looting 
brought personal devastation. Her small business in 
Pietermaritzburg was destroyed, leaving her family 
vulnerable and hopeless, as there was nothing left, no food to 
eat and no money to buy new stock.

Residing in the heart of these affected communities, Officers 
and Soldiers of The Salvation Army, have mobilized after the 
unrest. Some have come with brooms to clean up, others with 
meals for those most in need, all coming along side broken 
families with prayer and hope for today. 

Together with the support of public and organisations such as 
the South African Council of Churches, The Salvation Army 
has literally been able to serve hundreds of families around the 
affected parts of South Africa over the last few months. 
Understanding that the effects of the unrest will last a long 
time, The Salvation Army supported by international donors 
will continue to provide for the needs of those most affected 
into 2022. We estimate that at least 3000 to 4000 families, 
approximately 20,000 people will be impacted by the ministry 
of The Salvation Army's Unrest Relief Project over this time. 

The Army, doesn't just come with food parcels and basic 
supplies, we come bringing the Hope of Jesus, counselling 
those affected by this trauma and praying with families who 
have lost all hope. For Nomsa, we've been able to help her 
family's immediate needs for food and some assistance to start 
her business again, but more importantly, we have journeyed 
and will continue to journey with her as she rebuilds her life, 
knowing that Jesus is her hope and she is loved and cared for.

*For the sake of privacy, Nomsa's name has been changed.

Major Rob Wright
Territorial Development Officer

HOPE IN A TIME OF UNRESTTOGETHER, BRINGING HOPE TODAY


